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PBEFACE, 



Hativo been frequently asked to oommit to paper the 
Tuied Bcenea of an Actor^s Life, in whioh I have been en- 
gaged, I have commenQpd, partly £rom memoranda made at 
Tarions periodef, tbe present journal. If any amusement 
may be derired from such a source, reader, it is at your 
service; but should the frequent occurrence of the personal 
/, disgust yon, lay down the book. If you travel through 
it— spare its faults— under the assurance of its veiacity. 
'Whereyer a change of opinion has taken place it is faith- 
fUly chronicled, without reference to the first impresfiioui 
which remains as it first struck the author, thus endeavour- 
isg to do AUl justioe to my professional brethren. 

THE AUTHOR 
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I 



AN ACTOR AND MANAGER. 



OHAPTEB L 

fitrUk PventigQ. Edueation. Higk Scbool of Bdiabiui^ Sidf 
Puffulti. Piivate Ttaeatricalf. Fixtt Appenranoe In Pulflle. 9fnilUl|f 
4ctonk Wue Reflections. Theozy «ernM PxacOoe* 

THUS to commence^ tfaexL Know all men, that I, Vnaim 
Conrtney Wemyu, late Manager of the Chesnnt Street 
^eatre, Walnnt Sti^et Theatre, Arch Street Theatre, Phila- 
delphia; Holiday Street and Front Street Theatres, Baltimore; 
Pittaburffh Theatre, et cetera, et cetera, first drew the breath of 
life in Pinch IJane, Comhili, London, on the 13th of May, 
1797. My father was an officer in the British Navy, descended 
from one of the proudest of the prond families of Korth Bri- 
tain, who lost his life in the seryice of his oountrj^, and liei 
buried in the Island of Malta. My mother was bom in Boston* 
Haasachnsetts, while that State was a colony of Great BiitidiL 
Of my boyhood, I can say but little, more than, that I was for 
a abort period on board the Utrecht, with my fltther, who 
intended that I should follow his own profesBion. Afte his 
death, I was placed under the care of his brother, Otho H. 
WemysB, Esq., Advocate, Edinburgh, was sent to the High 
School, where I remained three years under the tuition of Mr. 
Carson, the present Beotor of the £Eu>£uned school. While there. 
Dr. Addanu^ who had for fifty years presided as Rector, died, and 
was honoured by the Lord ProTost and BailUes of the city, with 
a public funeral, of which the boys, to the number of aereu 
hundred, formed one of the most interesting parts of the proi 
ocfliion. He is well known to the literary world as the autnor 
of Boman Antiquities, a Latin Dictionary, and a Latin and 
li^g^iflh Qiammar on a superior principle, including all the 
bait roka of Badiman, and many valuable literary works. Ho 
l^niw ftKmii a pBi( of mine oan aidd the amallest Ini&e to a nMM 
whUh Hill «?w 1)0 held dear while solenoe tmd, leazniiig 
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deservd a niche in the temple of fame. He was isncceeded in 
the Beotonhip by a Mr. rillans, a yery learned f^entleman, 
whose Engliah pronnnciation of Latin words had nearly caused 
areyolntion in the School, which Mr. Taws assisted in reducing- 
to obedience, to the no small annoyance of the refractory boys' 

The first bias my mind reoelved towards the stage was thns 
oarly given in acting the part of Lady Bandolph, in the tra- 
l^edy of Douglas, at the honse of a schoolfellow name.d MUIer, 
in which I elicited much undeserved &j^^Toha,iioji, Private 
Theatricals are, at the best, ludicrons, and have a dangerous 
tendency on any young mind imbued with romance. Although 
I had not at this time the moat distant idea of the possibility 
bf ever becoming an actor, the applause I received on this 
occasion acted on my imagination at a later period in life, and 
kindled a flame which nothing could extinguish. 

After going through the usual number of Latin and Greek 
■vwrbs, tfnd beibg rather an apt Bch<$lar, beanng off several 
jpHfMiiatilte public examinations, I was one morning called 
into my uncle's study, and a communication laid before me 
firom Mr. Thomas Courtney, jun., my mother's brother, offering 
to take charge of my future welfare if I should think proper 
to change my views in life, (having been up to this time 
intended for a surgeon in the navy). To this proposition I 
gave a willing assent, and my whole pursuits were at once 
altered : instead of ardently purging a liberal profession, I 
was to be tranformed into a plain, plodding man of business. 
Messrs. Courtney and Sons, having introduced into Scotland 
the manufacture of raven duck, since dignified by the name 
of linen drilling, established a house in Dundee, where the 
junior partner was to reside, and to whose care my future 
destiny was now entrusted. 

Never did boy enter upon life with- brighter prospects, or 
I never did boy exert himself more successfully in the outset. 
My attention and assiduity gained me the entire confidence 
and approbation of my uncle, and at the early age of sixteen, 
I was entrusted with the superintendence of a business, which 
in the various departments of flax-dressing, spinning, bleach- 
ing, warping, winding, weaving, lapping and packing, employed 
nearly two-thirds of the manufacturing population of Kir- 
kaldy, Dysart, East and West Wemyss, Perth, Dundee, F<»far, 
Arbroath, Brechin, Montrose, and Aberdeen, --all famishing 
their quota of labour, and all passing for inspection through 
my hands. The government contract, held by the house of 
Courtney and Sons, requiring the weekly delivery of at least 
two hundred pieces of clotb> not less than ^ven^-nine yards 
each in length, and as much more as could be furnished ; 
nay, at the age of Mem. I had actually signed policieB of 
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iflMMiiod And cheques upon ih^ basic, as the anthotiMd igeat 
of Thomas Courtney Jiin.| when bnaineeB required his presence 
in London. What, then, it may well be adcedi could induce 
me to throw away such advantages ? 

Too wroH IvniriiainfB ABn loo much Mokit. 

My lamented nnde has been for years numbered with the 
dead ; the only fault I can lay to his charge, was too nmeh 
hindneu in general, and only one act of harsh severity^ Picture 
a headstrong, high-spirited boy of sixteen, placed on a par 
with men, associating with men, entrusted with business, and 
transacting busineas like a man, money at his command, and 
no control exercised over his actions, Ms word a law to those 
around him. Thus situated, is it to be wondered at, if aasailed 
in all quarters by temptation, I sometimes exceeded the 
bounds of prudence. Aocustomed to associate with men, I 
forgot I was a boy, and gambling, the most seductive of vicea^ 
became the source of difference oetween my undo and mys^ 
iNot contented with the card parties, at whidi, in his com* 
pany, I was a frequent visitor, 1 enrolled myself as a member 
of clubs, composed of clerks and young tradesmen, who met 
at an hotel once or, twice a week. Mj visits to these places 
were communicated with much, exaggeration to Kr. Courtney, 
who, at once, peremptorily forbade me to touch a card except 
in his presence. 

To break up these associations, he signified his intention ci 
taking me with him to London, on a visit to my mother ; and 
little did I think, when joyfully preparing for tlus trip of 
pleasure, it would be the last time I should ever see my dear 
mother more. She died ten days after my arrivaL Thus the 
loss of my surviving parent turned a visit of intended enjoy* 
ment into one of mournful condolence, and hastened my return 
to Dundee. 

I had a brother two years older than myself, who, from sudden 
fright, had been labouring under temporary insanity. He was 
just recovering; and hisfnendB,fearful the wockof his mother's 
death might occasion a relapse, his undo invited him to follow 
us to Dundee, hoping, by change of scene, to obliterate all 
traces of recent sorrow. He accepted the invitation, and from 
the moment of his arrival in Ikdnee' Square^ the demon of 
discord appeared. A coolness, without any apparent causey 
took place in Mr. Courtney's treatment towards me : he was 
distant and reserved: while I have frequently heard him lavish 
praise upon my brother for work which had been actually per* 
formed by me ; nor did he ever, owing to my stubboni dispo- 
sition, become sensiMe of his mistake, until I had finally left 
A 5 



tma to bel the labour of ttacitsef Ftfattt. Po6rfell<IW, bt v«ii 
not aooonntable for his aotloiifi, and I 1r«^ily Hieltoll'd^ WotiNl 
have laid down his life to serve him, of whom he was nncon- 
sciously the worst foe. He died St Sifkald^ tiHot^ after I 
entered my professional career. 

Abont thift Um6, Mr. ^^^ty Johnston, adiMttpiHidd bv 
BilHler, atid JsMm W&llabk, tfaeti 4 bo^ Alril^ Sn DilAd«| 
aiid afiionficed ft ffiedie^^ peffdilhiuiod at %Ws tktsetti. B^fyiti 
the dommcmoeiiQienl of the dnte^taln«i«tt, % %h^g<S ot «»iintt 
placed Kf. Johnston %ithin thd wbUs of » ^Sofl^ on ««i|>i4aci)| 
if debt : having suddenly i«fjk Tr^and, and t^^ teftVo hi Vik 
dreditorn, who^ following close at hid heets^ iU^r)H8ed klin 1ft 
the Iforth Of Soo^and. Thui, my fiirat ao^ioAiillneino^ 1HI| 
the miA, tfho mA di^tined to be the ifteanji of miy iifjgLb^abii^ 
the Si^e as a profession, oonlniidnci^d Within tli% Ife'dh of 111 
BtindeO fi&oL Sympathy for A inah <tf UV&tit in ^il^ees, ffij^ 
mduoed me t^ y&it hiin~; whOli. finding hid i^ittatloh aitfmi 
destitute, I uMd ete^ eSbrt In mf power 1:6 alle^telJJs 'dS- 
Iress, fuhilsUn^ hiA with er^ nixury which m^ uodl^ 
nouf e could kmrd, fietfuehtly 6pfendiiig m^ ev6&iji|^ fh. Im 
floclety, Qntil, I imbibed from his conversation a l*ODmntld 
teneratfoh for the dr^ida, a^d Jts Humblest pro?M>r, endii^l 
la )in attempt to est^kbltsh i^ private thoatte in Bkin^ g^iG^r£ 
in which I ^cted once a fortnight before all the Ashionipi^ i^ 
BuhdeO. Here it was, I a^tiired ^ ^fm^ii^ ii^meiiff iaaj 
coi&panions for dramatid ^ale^t, which Mhi f^e ^t^^ np(^ 
#hibhl Wastohsuifirdall. • 

Mr. Jofah^tbn hkvin^ been released f^om p^n under thii 
act of ^c^io bonoriim,** became managed of a company of 
o<miediaiiB in Paisley^ afterwards obtaininff the Kontrose and 
Aberdeen Theatre. In the latter oltfes I "visTted him by invi- 
tation, to be present at the first masquerade ever given so 
hx nprth in the land oT steady habits. The ^itnight I 
remadned in AbOrdeen was spen^ chiefly in the society of the 
dfficers of the 42d Highlanders^ then stationed tiiere, whom I 
had known in Dundee : poor fellows, how ioaany of them 
shortly afterwards fbund a bloody, but a glorious grave at 
W ateHoo. 

On my return home, a crisis approaol^ed littlo dra^nt of. 
and which, m the sj^acO of a fet^ short hours, changed my 
future position in society. I had been engaged duriUjg th^ 
day, superintending and stowinj^ in the warehouse, a cargo of 
il^ga T. B. flfix, whidi had arrived from London. The sub- 
sorlption assembly was to take place at the Town Hall in the 
evening, to which my uncle, my brother, and myself, were 
going; I was maoh fatigaedi and not tueing very fb&d of 
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diiifliiig^mnldwmmgHliaTefo^ Hybfoihec 

William, busily engaged in adorning his person, bad neglected 
to coj?y a letter of some importance to Mr. Willis, of ^j 
kaldjf wliichmjnnQle,miich displeased at the neglect, desired 
gg to copy, at once. J told him I was very tired, apd th^t 
WilUamJoad better be called 4b wn* He said rather harshly, 
'* ^"0, fir, do it yourself." This I refused. What folloifed, I 
neyf»c «aiL foiget. He delibetately rose &om his seat, raaehad 
the ktto-bofil, i^aced it open on his desk, lighted the candles, 
placed a chair before the desk, and then addressed me thus-^ 
" Young man, I give you five minutes to determine. If you do 
not begin to copy this letter at the expiration of that time, by 
the God above us, we shall see whether you or I are mastet 
ber€^ fair I begin to doubt it.'* He laid his watch upon the 
tible, and pacing up and down the room, became each moment 
more excited. When the time expired, he again asked me if 
I intended to copy that letter. The monosyllable no was 
•oarcely uttered, when I found myself prostrated by a blow — 
that blow made me an actor. I rose, took the pen, copied the 
letter, and left the house, with a firm determination never to 
enter it again. tThat. evening, Mr. Courtney and my brother, 
the cause of all the mischief, visited the ball, while I paraded 
the streets, scarcely knowing, from passion and mortification^ 
what I was doing, and caring still less. With my mind in thia 
feverish state, Henry Jofanstony and the idea of becoming an 
actor, first presented itself. 

I addressed a letter to Mr. Johnston, tiling him I had 
resolved to leave Dundee for ever, requesting his instruction 
and support, as I wished to make the stage my profession. In 
the morning, I informed Mr. Courtney of what I had done. — > 
He laughed at the idea, but finding me seriously bent upon it, 
he used his utmost endeavour to combat it. As an amusement, 
he said, he had no objection to it, but to make it the only 
dependence, whereby to live, he never could consent, adding — 
''Your own headstrong and ungovernable temper led to a 
coUision, which I most sincerely regret, and could wish obli- 
terated from your memory." I replied, " You have degraded 
me, sir, by a blow, and I feel I never can be comfortable again 
under your roof; on your return from London, you will not 
find me here." And thus we parted. 

Henry Johnston, in a few days after this interview, passed 
through the town of Dundee, with his company, on the way 
to liControse. He also urged me most strenuously to abandon 
xny intention ; but finding me fixed in my resolve, promised to 
aid my views to the utmost of his power, as a poor requital 
for the kindness, he was pleased to say, I had heaped upon 
him. It was decided I should hold myself in readiness to obey 
Ids gammons, and hf would write to me as early as he could to 
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make airftn^ements for my reception. At the end of three 
weeks I received the following letter from him : — 

" Dkab Fsank, '• Montrose, July, 1814« 

" Suppose you muster your Dundee friends for a trial here in Zanga, 
on Friday next, if you are still bent upon ruin; but remember the hints 
and predictions of one who has no other motive at heart than your welfare, 
in xHum for kindness, when placed in a most unhappy situation. Spencer 
has agreed to support you as Carlos. Respects to all. Yours sincerely, 
^ (Signed,) " Hxn&y Ebskutx JoHNSioir." 

On receipt of this, I started the following evening for Mon- 
trose, where I arrived early on Friday morning. I breakfasted 
at Mr. Hunter's, The Montrose Arms, and asked with a palpi- 
tating heart for a play-bill, which, to my astonishment, an- 
idbonoed the Tragedy of Donglas as the play for this ominons 
Friday. Enquiring of Mr. Johnston the reason of the change, 
I learnt that Mjr. Spencer, who was to have played Carlos, was 
confined with a fit of gout, and the Revenge could not be 
acted. But, said he, " You have played Korval ; do it to-night ; 
it will give me an opportunity of judging, and in case of fulure, 
which we will not anticipate, your secret will be confined to 
your own breast." I, therefore, acted Toung Nerval, with his 
name in the play-bill for the part, and this should, in strict 
justice, be considered my first appearance on a public stage ; 
but no record of it being in existence, I date my theatrical 
career from my opening in Glasgow, as Selim, in the Tragedy 
of Barbarossay two months later. Douglas was thus cast on 
the occasion — Young Nerval, Wemyss ; Glenalvon, Scott ; Lord 
Bandolph, Emley ; Old Nerval, H. Johnston ; Lady Randolph, 
Mrs. St. Leger ; and Anna, Miss Charlotte O'Eeefe. Thus was 
the decisive step taken. I returned to Dundee, with the per- 
fect understanding that I was to meet Mr. Johnston in Glasgow, 
on the opening of the theatre there, of which he had become 
the lessee. 

On a fine summer morning I crossed the Tay, with the de* 
termination of walking to Einghom, and so crossing the Frith 
of Forth to Lelth, proceed to Edinburgh ; the distance to be 
accomplished, about thirty-six miles. This, to a young man, 
who had never walked ten miles at any one time, was a serious 
imdertaking; however, I arrived at the "lang tow»" of Kir- 
kaldy, where I made a halt, sleeping at the factory of Messrs. 
Courtney and Son, there; received five pounds from Mr. 
Jamieson, their agent, telling him I was on my way to Glas- 
gow, but not divulging the secret of my journey. Crossing 
to Leith the following morning, I secured a place in the 
Glasgow mail, from the Bull's Head, in Leith Walk, and re- 
solved to spend the day with my uncle and Aunt Wemysa — 
the last I ever passed in their company, Mr. Otho Wemyw 
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aceompaiiied me to the coaeh^ little dreaming, when he bade 
God bless me, and send me safely to my journey's end, on 
what errand I was bound. The guard's horn blew, the words 
" all right" pronounced, and I was fairly started. W^ arrived 
in Glasgow at two o'clock on Monday morning, when I retired 
to bed tp dream of success, and a prosperous career. 

After a hearty breakfast at the Tontine Coffee-Home, I 
walked to the theatre, where I found the play announced for 
the opening was Hamlet, in which Mr. and Mrs. CluM^les 
Kemble were to play Hamlet and Ophelia ; H. Johnston, the 
Ghost ; Mrs. St. Leger, the Queen ; Emley, Laertes ; Berry, 
(the best comedian in Scotland,) Polonius ; and Spencer, the 
King. This was the best acted play I had seen. The im- 
pression made upon my mind was one of unqualified delight : 
such language delivered by such artists is not often heard 
out of London. I can, at a distance of twenty-six years, 
recall almost every action of -every player engaged on that 
night. 

My reception by Mr. Johnston was, as Baillio Nichol Jarvie 
Bays, " the north side of friendly" — coolness is scarcely a suf- 
ficient name — it was actually rudeness. He called me into 
the manager's room, and addressed me thus — "Well, young 
man, here you are, I see. Have you your uncle's consent for 
this folly r (He knew I had not, as I had distinctly explained 
to him my situation in Montrose, when he pledged himself to 
do every thing in his power to advance my interest in the 
profession I had chosen.) I of course answered, " No." •' Then 
J do not suffer you to act until I have his written consent^* And, 
without another word, he walked out of the ro'om, leaving me 
perfectly astonished at the change in his behaviour, heretofore 
80 kind and courteous. Had he, when the subject was first 
broached between us, acted thus, although I might have felt 
hurt at his conduct, my judgment, knowing myself to be a 
minor, and a runaway boy, might have pronounced it right ; 
but I was at this moment in Glasgow, on hia express invitation, 
with the full knowledge of every thing that had transpired 
between my uncle and myself, and the positive assurance, not 
only of his protection, but assistance. From what has since 
occurred, I may say, with justice, had Mr. Johnston at this 
time devoted a small portion of his leisure to my instruction, 
be would have repaid himself handsomely, from my future 
exertions, and deserved the gratitude of one, to whom he had 
acknowledged himself under many personal favours. He choee 
the course already mentioned, and converted a warm friend 
and devoted enthusiast into a bitter foe. 

My situation at the close of this interview was any thing 
Irat agreeable. I had left my home, without money, offended 
my Mends, depending upon the word of a man who had sud- 
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denly apprised md that I had nothing to ho^d frdtt hinL^ Thtt 
foiled, prudence should have dictated an immediate return ; 
but m}u^ride was wounded, and the fear of ridicule prevented 
an acknowledgment of error, which would have immediately 
reinstated me in the affection of my uncle. I therefore boldly 
vesolved to make an application to a strolling manager, named 
Moss, well known in the theatrical world, and not unknown 
to fame, in a metropolitan theatre. He was at this time with 
his Company at Falkirk. Thither I proceeded in the canal 
boat, and waited upon him, dressed lor the occasion — when^ 
after an interview of nearly an hour, it was agreed I should 
open on the following Thursday, as Toung Korval, and be 
ral^d on the books for a share. Well pleased with this ar- 
rangement, all present difficulty seemed overcome, and I was 
alr^y, in my opinion, the future hero of the company. Here, 
again, I was doomed to meet. a bitter mortification. I was 

gunctual, according to promise, at the theatre for rehearsal ; 
nt, oh ! " ^kat a check to proud ambition** — this theatre, thd 
object of my hope, and my desire, was a ham, fitted up in the 
rudest style ; but I consoled myself with the k^iowledge that 
John Eemble had acted in a bam ; therefore, it could be no 
disparagement to me, and there was something romantic in 
the idea of thus entering the profession at the lowest round 
of the ladder. But when the ladies and gentlemen assembled 
to rehearse, Falstaff's ragged regiment in apparel were prinoea 
to them — with the solitary exception of the manager, there 
was not a decently-dressed individual. As to a whole coat, 
that appeared to be a luxury totally unknown ; yet, there was 
a shabby genteel appearance among them, which spoke of 
better days, and a certain strut, by which the strolling player 
is readily detected by the eye of a professional brother. As 
each actor was introduced, I could scarce repress a smile — ^but 
my courage failed ; I resolved not to make one of their num- 
ber. Approaching Mr. Moss, I requested a few moment's 
conversation ; related to him as much of my history as it was 
necessary he should know ; told him I had decided on retum.- 
ing home, and wished to decline acting altogether. To his 
credit be it spoken, although he had a prospect of a well-filled 
house, he approved my resolution, offering to lend me the 
means, if necessary, of putting, as he said, my praiseworthy 
intention into practice. This was my second and last interview 
with Moss. Poor fellow, he is dead ; but this generous act of 
his would shame many of those who are continually railing 
at the immorality of the stage, yet would not stretch forth 
their hand to prevent a youth from plunging headlong into 
such a vortex of vice and dissipation, as they describe it. 
Verhum sat, whiob. being rendered into plain Americaui meaxui 
-«nufffled/' 
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liflbeU of Ba41]»ge» Reflections and Regreti. Stage Fright Oratitadf « 
of a Manager. A Lawyer's Opinion of tlie Stage ai a Pzofession. , Twd 
Iietters. Look on this Picture and on that. 

Iv I could believe in the doctrine of predestination, I abonld 
say it -was my fate to become an actor ; for I solemnly declare^ 
at the moment I placed my foot in the Glasgow mail coachj 
SB it passed throngn Falkirk, to return home^ I had firmly re- 
solved to abandon, for ever, my foolish project, and by 
strennonsly devoting myself to business, make all the atone- 
ment in my power for the loss of time and trouble I had occa- 
noned to my relations. One unfortunate occurrence acain 
altered all my well formed resolutions. On my arrival in 
Dundee, on the 20th of June, 1814, Hr. Courtn^ was enter- 
taining a party of gentlemen at dinner. The omciousness of 
ft servant, in announcing my arrival, produced a message re- 
questing my presence in the dining-room. This summons I 
readily obeyea ;. but no sooner had I opened the door, and 
stood fairly over the threshold, than one universal roar ot 
laughter burst from the crowded table, accompanied with 
expressions like the following : ** Hake room for Boscius" — 
" nere comes the proud representative of Shakspeare's heroes" 
— " Bight welcome back to Denmark"— "A frog he would a 
wooing go," &C. &c. &c. 

This m-timed badinage sealed my fate. Smarting under the 
lash of jests, the truth of which I could not but inwardly 
acknowledge, I replied to my uncled question of—" Are you 
cured qf your folly, and determined for the future to attend 
clotdy to hannest** - '' No, sir, I am off again to-morrow morn- 
ing." Not another word was uttered upon the subject; but 
from that moment, I used aU my endeavours to obtain his 
consent to my becoming an actor. Instead of candidly ao- 
knowledf^ng myself disgusted with scenes I had witnessed, I 
uttered the fii«t untruth that ever passed my lips to Mr. 
Courtney, stating my return was only for the purpose of ob- 
taining from him a written acknowledgment of his approbation 
of the course I was pursuing, without which Mr. Johnston 
would not permit me to act ; that my mind was firmly fixed 
upon the subject; that his refusal would have the effect of 
driving me into the society of the first strolling company who 
would receive me^ instead of commencing my career in a 
rospeotable theatre, with every prospect of success. 

Thus urged, his kindness and indulgence got the better of 
Us ju^^ent, H« fUmished me with the necessary document, 
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generotiBly adding a monthly allowance of tenponndfl Btdrlingi 
which was afterwards reduced to five, and &ialIyto three; 
which' sum he continued to allow* me to the hour of his death. 
Thus, the folly of friends, in a mompnt of hilarity, prevented 
by an ill-timed jest, the return of a headstrong Isid of seven- 
teen, to the path which interest and duty pointed clearly to 
he right. 

The die being now cast, before I proceed, let me do jiistioe 
to one whose memory I revere, whose kindness I abused, to 
whom I was indebted for more^than parental indulgence. His - 
liberality in not withdrawing from me his countenance and 
Support, but granting me pecuniary aid, with the hope that I 
should repent my folly, will be so strongly contrasted with the 
conduct of my father's family, that, had Mr. Courtney fol- 
lowed their advice, I should, in all probability, have become 
the worthless vagabond they feared. Many a time has the 
monthly allowance, which arrived punctually to the hour, 
been the support not only of myself, but others in the same 
distressed situation. Those only who have experienced the 
vicissitudes of a strolling player's life, can know or feel the joy 
with which such a windfall as three pounds would be hailed 
in what is termed a bad town, where, probably, all were in 
debt, many without a penny in their pockets, and none with a 
dinner to supply their wants. Through his bounty was I 
enabled to avoid the shifts and tricks of my professional asso- 
ciates, although I have felt, and keenly too, the bitter smart 
of poverty. 1 can proudly say, in reviewing this part of my 
career, that no dishonourable act stains its progress, never 
having quitted a town, as a strolling actor, in which I did not 
faithfully discharge every claim against me. 

The character of Mr. Thomas Courtney, junior, may be thus 
summed up. He possessed a soiil of honour, a heart at all 
times open to a tale of distress, and a hand ever ready to re- 
lieve it,* he was the orphan's friend, the' poor man's hope, 
and the rich man^s example. To him may be truly applied 
Bhakspeare's language — 

" He was a man, take him for all in all. 
Eyes shall not look upon his like again." 

Death closed his career at the early age of twenty- eight ; but 
he lives in the recollection of his numerous acts of kindnesSj 
and may my children, while they drop a tear to the memory 
of their father's benefactor, learn to imitate his virtues, and 
avoid their father's failings. 

With what diflferent feelings did I now leave the town of 
Dundee for Glasgow— reconciled to my uncle, furnished with 
a supply of cash, amounting to fifty pounds, and the writteA 
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approval of m^ooiine— ta prefsei^t m^lf before Hr. Johnston^ 
oonvinoed that evezydiffioullrjr'was Bnimoimtecl. When I met 
Mm, he seemed at a loss how to receive me. Being informed 
I had procured my tmcle's approbation, he desired me to meet 
him in the green-room on the following morning. Here I was 
introduced to Mr. Charles Xemble, who drew anything but a 
flattering picture of the life of an actor, giving himself as an 
instance of the precarious tenure of their engagements, enjoy- 
ing the favour of the public in the highest degree ; but irom 
the caprice of the management, excluded at that time from 
both the London theatres, of which he was one of the brightest 
ornaments, and strongly recommending me to abandon all 
thoughts of the stage. 

It was now arranged that I should make my first appearance 
as Selim, in the play of Barbarossa, which part was selected 
by Mr. Johnston on account of my youth. I committed the 
words to memory, expecting to receive from the manager those 
instructions in the budness of the stage he was so capable of 
imparting; but to my 'astonishment, Mr. Jolmston ^d not 
even attend my first and only rehearsal. 

The awful night, pregnant with my fate, arrived. I entered 
on my theatrical career on the first night of the Glasgow fair, 
July 14th, 1814 : never shall I forget the dreadful sensation I 
experienced, as I heard the prompter's bell ring to begin the 
play. My mouth became perfectly parched, my tongue re- 
fused its office, and, dressed as I was, one word would have 
prevented my attempt. Stage fright—l will not attempt to 
describe thee — actors know too well what it is ; and auditors, 
who see no difficulty in acting, should be placed but once 
before the lamps, in a crowded theatre, to make them silent 
critics for ever. 

Like William the Conqueror, I made a stumbling entrance 
to my future throne. Wishing to appear erect, and not to 
lose an inch of my height, 1 was canying my head with 
martial precision, when my toe caugh't in the stage carpet, 
bringing me to a kneeling position before the mighty Barba- 
roflsa, not in the most graceful manner. This added to my 
fright, and induced a facetious member of the company to 
declare, at the end of the performance, if I wanted my voice 
again, it would be found in the folds of the green curtain, 
beyond which not a sound had penetrated. Yet, I was loudly 
applauded by the audience, and perfectly satisfied with my 
reception ; so much so, that I ventured to ask Mr. Johnston 
-what emolument I was to receive for my future exertjions. 
Here is his reply. 

(COPT.) 

$2B,*«-Iti« my opinion you will neyer make m actor, and the woner yovi 
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lHtt9»«aii|»aftbeCta. When you TCsmiM yov lite i 

f'Youn* ^ce» 
(Signed) KuniT EniEnai JfOBMRmr." 

And thoa ended all the promiaes of support, so liberally 
made on his part, and bo foolishly depended upon on mine. 
We separated, to meet again in Philadelphia, in the year 
1888, when he applied to me for an engagement at the Wal- 
nut Street Theatre. What strange events daily occur in this 
world. Who could have supposed that the Glasgow manager^ 
who so summarily dismissed a boy of seventeen, in 18l4, 
should in 1838, have appUed to that boy for permission to act 
in a Philadelphia theatre* of which he Imd become the mana- 
apa t)e cetused, fpr want of ^^% jtovliig become pec* 
^ysvperannuate^. _ . „ . . ^ 

, an ezoellent actor, and my oon- 
to ma]ce an application to an old 

T.r ,r. r ^.^ -^ ^ , whohad the mauagemeut of ft 

small itinerant company, then playing in Port Glasgow. 1 
aoooidingly addressed a letter to mm, and received a most 
4atterii)g i^pswer, otferingme a fair trial, stating he had been 
introduced to me, hj pr. ^oriley, in Dundee, when a member 
of the Edin|>urgu company of comedians, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Henry Siddons, and had a favourable idea of m j 
talent if properly cultivated ; requested me to proceed with- 
put delay* tp Port Qlasgow, and all minor points could be 
settled between us when we met. On the 4th day of Septem- 
ber, ^8^4, 1 departed from Glasgow, in the Clyde steamboat, 
and on the following Monday, played Toung ITorval, at Port 
Glasgow. The manager being pleased with the performance* 
eng^H^ed me i^ a member of hig company, the same evening, 
at the eno^l^01^ sum of fifteen shillings^ (not quite 3 dollars 
6Q cents) per week, with a promise of increase, as I should 
improve, or appear worthy ; which promise he dGuthfully kept* 
I paid eight shillings per week for board and lodging. Bui 
neyer having, heretofore, known the want of money, I haye 
|]»quently, in one afternoon, spent double the amount of my 
weekly stipend ; until Ending myself in debt, from which I 
bad no other means of extricating myself, than by pawning 
my watch and chain, on which I borrowed ten pounds sterling, 
which I was unable to redeem for as many months. This was 
a salutaiy warning, teaching me the necessity of living ac- 
cording to the rules of eoonomy* and may be called my first 
lesson in adversity. 

On the 22nd of September, my salary was raised to one 
pound sterUn^for studying' the words of Captain Absolute, 
m m SlVlfi,^ Hx houinoSce, a&d xMrteetaffiig myself 1^ 
fi>re the publioi perjfoct to a mo&ocfyllable. I was not a^rare 



ttftt I Ittd perfonae4 anythins like a mifade, until on tiie 
loUowing Satur^y, a very flatlefing note infotmed me of ihe 
increase ai remxmeration, and conveyed to me the tlianks q£ 
}fr. Herffle and liis partner Mr. Snaw, for my kindneea ofi 
the occasion. 

The company consisted at this period of Messrs. NeviUa 
and Shaw, (the managers,) Mr. and Mrs. Byder, Mr. Mnl)en- 
der, l^r. Hart, (known as old Joe Hart,) Mr. M'Cann, Mr. 
Martin, Mr. Mitchel, Mr. Wemyss, Mrs. Mills, Mrs. Shaw. 
Mrs. If eyille, and Mrs. Hart. Many pleasant hours have I 
passed in the societ;^ of the Byders. To Mrs. Byder, I am ii^- 
debted for my first instraction in the business of the Bta|;e : to 
her alone, I attribute the rapid improvement I made muing 
the first fix months of my career. When she left the com- 
pany, my good ffenins departed with her. The Port Glasgoif 
company occnpies a pUce in my memory, associated with the 
mom nnailoyed pleasure I ever experienced in my profession* 
The mafiagers were most fnendly to me ; each actor seemed 
to take pride in affording me every information in his powe^. 
Pleased with these attentions, I looked upon the life of an 
actor, as one of unint#rnYpt§d felldty. The difficulty I had 
exnmenced in 6|)rQll|ng iay ^ame among them, adding to my 
^m^9^^on ^i the result. 

Vims pleafwd with ipajseif w4 Wh every mn arowid me* I 
received the following letter from my uncle Courtney. My 
niamag to UstflB to the proposal therein contained proves the 
eniire eseendftncy which the stage at this time possessed ottBt 
mymind. 

(Ctew.) 

DXAA VaAHK, 

I baVe but Just retunied from Bdinbur^, where I found your Undfj 
i&A Aunt Wemyss in the greatest mental distress, on account of the line 
of lift yoa haye thought proper to adopt. At their instigatiop t am in- 
duced to repeat the offer ahready made^ |>roTided you will abandon your 
prefleni folly, of allowing you the diolce of any profession you may name» 
for tlie prosecution of which, I will provide you with a suitable main* 
fmance, viillA you diidl be enabled to live by the profits of your occiipa- 
tion. Weif^ fti^ well in your mind, and alter due consideration, let m§ 
know the rvolt of your determination ; at all events, write a few lines \q 
yonf unde ^ fidinhurgh. 

Y0UZ9 most Aflfectionately, 

(Signed) Thos. popaHfinr^ Jpipi' 

Baln*c Sgujure, IMindee, Sept., 1814. 



0|^ the day I recfdved this letter, m ^^ Benefit was ^ 
take plao^* The play fix^ upon was George Barnwell, the 
aflw^iaoe The LymfTalet Ify name was amuMinead in 
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large letters for Geoi|e Barnwell— first time. Thinking this 
a good opportunity of conveying to my friends the idea that I 
was making rapid strides in my new profession, I enclosed a 
bill of the play to each of my nncles — one to Mr. Courtney at 
Bondee, the other to Mr. Wemyss at Edinburgh. I should 
scarcely have recorded this circumstance, but that my uncle 
Wemyss alludes to it hereafter in a most bitter manner. 

Looking at my past life as I now do, I am astonished that 
any infatuation (and such I admit a passion for the sta^e to 
be) could have induced me to have rejected the offer contsSned 
in the above letter, yet such was the case ; and had a fortune 
beyond my wildest hopes been tendered to me at that time, 
coupled with the positive injunction of never again appearing 
upon the stage, I should have rejected it without the slightest 
regret : my only wonder is, that Mr. Courtney continued his 
kind allowance, urged as he was by Mr. Wemyss to abandon 
m>e to my fate, and even reproached by him as encouraging me 
in my headstrong disobedience. 

A few days brought me an answer to both my letters, the 
contents of which were as follows : — 

(COPY FROU O. H. WBKTSS.) 

" Dublin St., Edinburgh, Sep., 1814. 

Your unexpected epistle, so well calculated to call forth all the angry 
passions on a suliject requiring peculiar care and circumspection, now lies 
before me. * 

" The infatuation must indeed be irresistible, that can induce any hu- 
man being, blessed with an ordinary share of intellect, voluntarily to pre- 
fer the society of the profligate and lowest dregs of the commimity, to- 
gether with a life of contempt, penury, and wretchedness of every 
description, and not unfrequently attended with ulterior consequences of a 
still more alarming nature, to the countenance and esteem of a numerous 
circle of friends and relations, and to those habits of industry, which 
must infallibly have led, in a few years, to a useful, creditable, indepen- 
dent situation in society. 

*' Such, however, is your resolution, not taken under the impulse of pas- 
sion, arising from any grievance, real or pretended, or ftosm any distaste 
to the line of life which your friends had, with your own approbation, 
destined you, but deliberately taken, and wilfully adhered to, in face oi 
repeated remonstrances, and of offers so generous and liberal, as were 
perhaps never bexore made to any young man in similar circumstances. 
Woeftil experience will teach you, too late, the real value of these advan- 
tages you have thus unaccountably n^lected. I say, too £at»— for you 
deceive yourself miserably if you imagine you can at any time relinquish 
your present disgraceful career, and resume your proper sphere in society : 
your best friends may not always be willing to receive even a return- 
ing penitent. Habits of idleness inimical to all manly exertions, will in- 
sensibly be formed, while every hour of lost time, by preventing the 
necessary previous tuition, will infallibly obstruct any attempt to establish 
you in a more useftil, creditable situation in society. 

7' I am not so presumptuous as to expect to tuooeed, where othen. 
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entitled to equal respect with myself, have alieady £uled s but I teA it an 
imperioiu call of duty'to make the attempt. Let me then conjure you in 
the most forcible manner, again to peruse your Uncle Courtney's letter, 
ofltaiiif you the option of any profession you may desire, tohieh ihail be 
protecuUd at hit expense. Should you, then, be indined to avail your- 
acdlf of this uncommonly generous oflbr, I shall indeed feel a proud satis- 
ikctian in conveying to him your sentiments, procuring a total obliteratioii 
of the past, and forwarding your views, as for as consistent with reason and 
propriety— ^ut thU resolution muit be immediate. Should yon still persist 
in your present ruinous and disgraceful career, your refusal can add nothing 
to the poignancy of that distress, which I, in common with all your ftienda* 
have felt from your misconduct; but supported by the proud con- 
sdousnesa of having performed my duty to you, from, the earliest hour up 
to the present moment, I shall attempt the painful task of forgetting for 
ever that such a being exists, as was once the object of my fondest oare, 
and unremitting solicitude, and from whom I had every reasonable pros- 
pect of much better things. You cannot have forgotten how, in earnest 
conversation, I once told you I would rather see you a common hangman 
than ft player ; since the one, though unquestionably the lowest, was 
still a ua^ul member of society ; wMle the other, in my opinion, was 
something worse than useless. These opinions would remain unaltered* 
even if you, by a miracle, should become a perfect paragon, exceeding any 
thing ever dreamt of, not to say, actually seen or heard, of theatrical ex- 
ceUenoe, instead of gaining, with a set of miserable strollers, a pittance lass 
than the wages of a common porter, or daily labourer. 

" To me it is now perfectly immaterial under what name* yon play the 
fool, or whether your fooleries shall be successful or not ; however, the 
practical bull of enclosing your play-bill might havebeoi spared t but 
the piece was certainly well chosen. In Barnwell, if I mistake not, there 
Ss an aflisctionate, ill-used uncle, suflbring the extreme of misery, from the 
profligate habits of an infatuated and misled nephew. If the similadty 
of situation was felt by the actor, the character must have been portrayed 
with much natural effect. 

" Having thus put it once more within your power to extricate yourself 
with honour from the ruinous and disgraceful career in which you have 
ao imprudently embarked, my paper permits me to add three words aalj^ 

Paitbb— Reflect — ^Deoidb : 

and on yotur decision it rests, whether this shall or shall not be, the last 
letter yon ever reodlve&om your justly oflfended, but still aflbeUonate 
unele, (Signed) Otko Hmbmax Wnms.* 

I?hi8 letter woxUd probably have had a greater effeot, had 
' the language been less atronff. I acknowledge nothing oonld 
be more felidtoiiB than the hit at mj playbill ; bat to use my 
uncle's own ezpreesion, nothing oonld be so well calculated to 
oall forth Hi the angry ezpreflsions. Comparing a player to 
a hangman^ and giving the latter the preference in society^ 

* My uncle had previously re<]uested that I would cease to dishonour 
uy fH^'B^jk memory^ by using his iifm^ (w ^« Motion of a i9ounte^ 




_ , _ i tUent M Vk adTOcate, and tais Uittf is tibe oJ^prkig 
of no eommoB mindl. iN^otwithBtanding his bigoted hottiliiir 
to thd,stago» I dumld Hnl l^itH satisfiictiali the bws of &sx 
zti»&eUi*tioli> wlik^ 1 hopis is il«t to diataiit. 

I will &d# f tt^«d iHtk Mt. Cotxtia^B IeH^i>i trfttieli ib 
i t^ eUffer^ spirit; and although he would fiHeU h&te 
^eii thonsitlds tp Mfe tdcalkd me firom m;fo^iB!iWe^r« 
^^tU^ eteri thing that nian coiilcl ofiTer, 10 indeed ^e 'to 
Mopt some other mode pi obiaini|ig a liTing | . yet nnding sie 
c^utrmlixedtQ perseTere^ m used ms utmost endeavour to 
:[^«kethQ.thm7 path as amooth as possible^ aiding nke hf 
advioe> vfaicut his ami aoate obserratiOn oil maillUiid rtap 
dned him so otfpabie of Affordiflg,— that iio old M6t «Ti> 
phRwd a betlet B«t of gisnehil ttll«& before A pti^il m hfii lil- 
Mftiotioii, than Mi*. 0., tmhoiit &nj gtedh-room titd#fedt« Of 
Ui^ ptofeiltf oii, here ^eimed for my j^d^ce, 

"DaiEFiULBrK,— • • • • , ♦ 

f * * , Ko# that yml tf e eiuMrked in fM ^tp^i'^)^* 

M fieel 80 certain of dolii^ well, 1 trust yoti win spare no paiiis id mJik^ 
ItUrselt 88 respectable as you can; and or all tiling, ii a i>Iayet, throfd 
erer looking at tour audle&ce^ biit always St the person il^ficS addresseii you 
^the stage; and whom you have m yout turn to address, i cOnsidd: 
t&ls fttult the gr^test A man can be guilty of, and ^e find is onlynra^tis^ 
by Tain, weak-minded men, who fancy that their personis afld fndr am- 
tddb ar^ alone the source from whkh the^ Are to derive fppliuse^ ifistoi^ 
d^leaming that i^U the styre of deUver^« added to thefeelihg, mkt f!ie 
Idftylir portrays, Ih ids wish tb tiUfkresi his Audience with the meaning dt 
his author: that alone gives delight. You will be sure to discover this if 
you pay striet attention to good performers, such as John Kemble« CharlM 
Yottm, >ke.> Irfl. I and ftt jou hare had an excsnenC edAcatlofl|« sad an 
ittSPOiieAnotlowaae jOilUty, I hope we shall flud that you ts»el tn«lHi^ 
ever you undnefcaket foe a man mustivever think of half measures-^liiB 
very soul must be fUll of what he engages himself in, whether it be in 
acting, or whMlMr it be in amusement} whether in the eoontlBg-room 
Or behind the counters whether as a sportsman in the field, or as 
^ private gentlemin, ei^oying the social oonversatioB of his frieikdi, 
it is alike in all; and the man who tnoeeedsbest is he who if newr 
absent, and only taken up with what he has immedfttely befoce 
him. I hope you will also see, that it is impossible to p1ease> 
without first studying and . well imderstanding your author : there- 
^re, before you play ai^ new part, you ought to mi|ke a poiq^ of 



ffitmm^f^^tiuttGaghtto fix your att«iaon^ In a seepna iw ^M, 
leadb^, whiqh would have been overlooked in a first peirusat whieb shoull 
be considered only as a cursory review. Think panicularty of this, likd 
always bear in mind^ that you are playing for reputationj which wirf 
prompt you to act as well, before half a dozen people, as before a crowded 
audience. The actors with whom you are playhig, are sure to give a 
xight estimation to the line of conduct which is pursued in this way, and 
must acknowledge it to proceed from a superior mind. Try also to Im- 
prove yourself in your temper { for it often occurs on the sta^tej in case* 
of unruly displeasure on the part of an audience, without the cause beii^; 
in the actor^ that a man who wants moderation and sense, is apt to show 
^leen towards the company present^ which must spoU ins style, if he be 
ever so good a player. 

" These little remarks, I hope, you will attend to, as far as you think and 
feel them to be correct, and I suppose it will hot surprise you, now you 
nave regularly embarked in this profession, to have your Uncle Otho, Mr. 
Sinclair Weymss, and myself, among your audience: tmt you may be sure^ 
^e diall take care not to see you, before we see you on the stagey that we 
may fdrm our opinion of your usual method of playing. 

*' With regard to the reduction of your income, what I wrote to you in my 
last la my fixed determination upon it: I will give you no mcne than five 
pounds per month, beginning on the first day of September. You r cousin, 
Sinclair Wemyss, was surprised I should allow you anything, I shaU con- 
sider that I do more than my duty, in granting you an allowance of sixty 
pounds sterling, per annum, which is a livelihood of itself ; and your pro- 
fession must pay its own expenses, and keep you besides, or it will be but 
a poor one ; however, whether it does or not, cannot now be helped, it is 
your own choice, and you must be satisfied with It. t expect to Hear ftom 
you regularly, and am always, 

" Your affectionate uncle, 

" Dundee^ Sept, isii." (S^ed,) «' Tsofc Couaniw, Jowl/' 

I aliaU not psmse to decide which ef these lettets was the 
Bwrt jadidoQS : 1 am certain they were both writteii in the 
wtna vpitit^anxiety for imy mlfare. The former dosed the 
ooors against me for etjer, unless its terms were complied with 
iMtai^tly, while the other was intent, upon pfetenting, if pes- 
nblA the evils feared by both ; but which Inropily for me have 
ttot been realised. 



CHAPTSB lil. 

too long a Walk for Pleasure. Chreat Benefit. Shxi^t the Singer. 
Whiskey Punch and Bums' Cottage. Theatrical Row. M'Alpine and 
M'Cann. Tricks of StroUhig. Effecte of the first "hissf' upon the 
M«?eB of a Novice. Berry, the Edinburgh Comedian. 

b a few days after tiie receipt of these letteis, the season 
wMed ftt r^zt filfiifHOW. I spout i few <sy« ^\ Qteono^Kj w&ere 
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the Ghus^w company were then perfonning, a;id probeeded on 
the Emmmons of Messrs. Keville and Shaw, to commence in 
company of Mr. and Mrs. Byder, my first strolling journey. 
The next town at which we were to perform, was Irvine : and 
with three shillings and sixpence in my pocket, the proceeds 
of my benefit, I started to walk this journey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Byder's family, consisted of three children^ 
two young girls and an infant boy, the last, rather a tax upon 
travelfers, as he had to be carried the whole distance. In order 
to relieve the lady as much as possible, I volunteered to carry 
him, mile and mile, with his mther ; but before we reached 
Ealwinning, I was scarcely able to carry myself. Mrs. Byder 
proved the best pedestrian of the party, and I have ever grate- 
fully remembered the care and attention she heaped upon me 
after our arrival in Irvine, when the blistered state of my feet 
rendered me unable to walk for two or three days. She is 
dead — but a kinder heart never beat in woman's bosom — ^yet 
withal, she possessed a most violent temper. Many a time has 
my presence averted the storm from poor Byder ; but with all 
her faults, when she died, he lost, in truth, his better halt, for 
she was a most excellent and thrifty housewife. 

Irvine is a very pretty little town, surrounded by a variety 
of diversified walks. Our theatre was the Town Hall which 
Keville had fitted up with much tante, and more tact, than 
commonly falls to the lot of an actor descending from the stilts 
of a royal theatre, to be the humble manager of a company of 
strolling players. 

Our company was here reinforced, by the addition of Mr. 
Berriman and Miss Laing. The Irvine folks appeared de« 
lighted with our efforts ; the pieces were really well acted, the 
ti^t of the manager refusing to attempt whatever he deemed 
beyond the talent of those under his control, and selecting 
such pieces, as he was enabled to present, with every part 
filled with ability. With all the knowledge I subsequently 
acquired of patented theatres, few, if any out of London, could 
have filled tneir " dramatis persona:** as weU as this little com- 
pany. 

Of the good people of Irvine, I, at least, am bound to speak 
with gratitude, the hall upon my benefit night being literally 
crammed. As I was fortunate enough, thus, to eclipse all the 
better actors, it is but fair I should assign the reason. A gen« 
tleman of the town had written a trifling drama on the sub- 
ject of Burns' Tam O'Shanter, which was produced for Byder's 
benefit, in which I was cast the part of ** Cutty Sark." With 
the tuition of Byder, the witches' scene, in the interior of 
Alloa Eirk, so well described by the immortal poet, was placed 
upon the stage, with all the effect which paint, canvass, and 
draw wM giye it. The baslnoM of the Boene was capitally 



nmaigpd ; and with Bnch spirit was it kept up, that when I ob- 
tained the tul of Tarn's mare, on the middle of the Brig of 
Boon, one nniTeml shoot of '' Well done. Catty SarV fol« 
lowed the descent of the curtain, each night of pezfonnanoe. 
The little urchins in the street would salute me as I passed, 
with ** Well done. Cutty Sark," and when my name was an- 
nounced for a benefit, eyery body was determined to be there; 
an oTorflowing house was the consequence, but Cutty Sark 
had nearly beioome a professional nickname, of which I was 
not at all ambitious, although it had put several pounds ster- 
ling in my pocket. 

This season was yery successful, and I left the little town, with 
regret, to proceed to Kilmarnock, a brisk manufacturing town 
not far distant; here my old friend Emley and his wife, (lato 
Kiss Fanny O'Keefe,) joined the company, which the managera 
were gradually recruiting for the winter season, which was to 
be^issed at Ayr. 

Whilo in Kilmarnock, I received another pleasant fling, at 
the respectability of my profession, in reply to a request made, 
that my uncle would remember me to all inquiring Mends— 
koreiti— "• ♦♦*♦♦♦»» 
Tout request to he remembered to all frtends'^WBO Axa novm— for 
ever since it vhm hnown you had taken to the eta^e, you have been 
looked upon as a lost character, and no one thinks it worth their 
while to mention your name. I fear your Edinburgh friends have 
evajou for life. •••.••••• 

Tiask only served to increase the romantic attachment I had 
formed to we theatrical profession, while the daily encourage- 
ment I received, to renewed exertion, was the approbation 
bestowed upon my efforts by the managers. Mr. Neville was 
pleased to compliment me highly on my evident improvement, 
and his partner, Shaw, took every opportunity to sound m j 
praise. 

He was an original — well known as a singer of merit in 
Bdinburgh, and having also received the approbation of a 
London audience, his boast, that I was a credit to' any com- 
pany, and should be in London in three years, if I continued 
to pay the same studious attention to the profession, fell like 
music upon m^ ears, ini^iring me to study loiu; parts, with 
almost inconceivable rapidity. The season at Kuziiamock was 
brought to an abrupt terminationj by a sudden ebullition of 
passion upon his pturt. He had played a concerto admirably 
upon the violin, between the play and farce, and afberwards 
sung ** Tak your auld doak about ye ;" when, as he left the 
stagey an auditor, whose soul was not attuned to sweet soundcf, 
took the liberty of saluting him with "a hiss.** The curtain 
bad readied t^ stagey and Bhaw would not eT«n take time to 
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E'hfii i|a|td 4oor, bat thnuting |ub head under the ouitftlai 
fonouBljback again, uttering Bom^of the most blaft- 
»ns expreasionfi ever heard bj man* The e^eot produced 
wliB a dead silence, followed bj an immediate outcry for an 
apolb^, which he refused to make, until riot aud conflision 
plrevailed to such a height, that, fearful of his personal safety, 
he suddenly rushed before the curtain, aaking if they wished 
to see his bl — ^y brains. Fortunately for Skiaw, some wag called 
oki '' that's toe good— a fiddler's brains, where can he find 
them.'* This sally turned the feeling of anger into one of 
laughter and contempt. He escaped the consequence of his 
folly; but the company was compelled to beat a sudden 
retreat, not being susered to play longeir than the end of the 
inek» This was a source of mortification to all, and shortly 
a^» caused the separation oi the managen. Shaw, I have 
never seen etince. 

From Kilmarnock we bent our course to Ayr, where we 
C^tfBed ^e winter. Here I became a fftTounte with the 
publici and fcnr the first time, b^gan to feel myself of some 
i^pwtaAce to the theatre. I was worked hard, and not yery 
well paid ; but the romantic enthusiasm with which I pux^ 
m^f^ mji now fiiTourite occupation, allowed me little time to 
thu^ of hasdships, which were made the food of mirth, rather 
thim complunt. My leisure hours were chiefly spent at Mrs. 
3|('0uUocfa% whose house I strongly recommend to any of my 
readers who may visit Ayr, vouching for the goodness of her 
t|kble, and jnoderation of her charges. Many a happy hour 
have i spent under her roof, and many a hearty supper have 
I eiyoyed, in good fellowship, after a trip to Bums* cottage^ 
in the early part of the day, had laid the foundation for an 
evenixif of mirth and joviality. I would fain draw a veil 
over the aoenes of dissipation in which I indulged durinff my 
four months* residence in Ayr. My society was courted ooth 
by high and low» and I was in real danger of becoming a con- 
firmed drunkard. I never knew what it was to retire to bed 
perfectly sober,—- it is true I was not drunkf but the whiskey- 
ptinch (and excellently well did my lady hostess brew it,) had 
always made stoong innovations on sobriety,— merry is the 
b^Bt term ; for a iet of merry dogs we were. Lucky is it for 
me I te& able to record I had strength of mind sufficient to 
liake off an evil and a growing habit, which confirmed me in 
jay f utuito sober resolutions ; and as experience, if not too 
d^ly bought, is cheaply purchased, so my frolics in Ayf 
were attended with ultimate beneficial results. Having once 
eaeaped an abyss, which has swallowed up so many actors, I 
naver again ventured to sport on the edge of it Poor 
M'Almae^ had yoa but foltowed my advioe and eiample, yon 
would haro )ma at this moment an ornament to yottr pro* 



teimu Boor fisHow, lirwiui aao&er i4«tim to tild doj^lkltv 
and hollow friendsiiip of Mr. Henry JoliiiBton* IBmioymg tM 
esteem of a numerous oirole of friends in Glasgow, pesBessiiii 
tlie qualities of a conviyial companion, in a greater degree 
than Qsoally &I1b to the lot of a private indiTi£ia1, being de- 
cidedly one of the best comic eingers I ever heard— in an evil 
hour, he was peisnaded to make a trial of his powers on tl^e 
stage ; his snocess was complete, but tmibrttinately for him, it 
interfered with the views of the manager, who, after a few 
nights, the profits of which were his only object, refoaed. hidi 
an opportunity of acting, eren gratnitonsly. Being a natiye 
of the town of Ayr, and the 6cl&t of his Glasgow perfi)rmanoe 
having reached tike ears of Mr. l^eyille, he startea to Glasgow 
for the purpose of engaging him. He made hlB first appear- 
anoe in his native cii^ as Octaviaa, in the Monntaineers, in 
which I played Count Yirolet. He next appeared as Bomae^ 
and snoh was the anxiety to witness his ^arformance in a 
character which he bad never before studied, that he agreed 
to play Duzimel in the Point of Honour. TiA^g more difll« 
cnlty than he had anticipated, in committing the words to 
memory, and that he had overtasked himself, he foolishly 
neglected it altogether, passed the preceding night in dissi- 
pation, and recklessly refosed to act the part at all. Fnblib 
excitement was raised to the highest pitch by his previotiB 
excellent performances, so that not a seat remained untaken 
in the boxes. 7he whole house was filled to overflowing, at 
least half an hour previous to the usual time of commencing. 
Svery argument was used in vain to induce him to appear 
before the audience and apologue ; he steadily refused, but 
offered to repeat the part^of Octavian, if the audience could 
be reooneiled to the change. In this dilemma, Mr. Keville 
requested me to make an apology to the fi)llowing effect : 

** Ladios and gentlemen,— I am deputed by the managers 
to infiorm you, &at in consequence of a most untpwaf d and 
unfareaeen event, it will be utterly impoa^ble fbr Mr. M'Al- 
pine to appear befbre you in the character of Dnrimel, as an- 
nonnoed this evening. The prempt book of the play haviiig 
been mislaid or lost, the managers throw themdelres upoil 
your indulgence, and request to be allowed tiie favour of |ubh 
stitutinff the play of the Mountaineers, in which Mr. M'AI« 
pine will support the part of Octavian." 

The apology, the first I had ever been called upon to utter^ 
waa well received by the audience, until some young man in 
the pit, who had provided himself with a book of the Point 
of Honour, offered it to the managers. A deputation with 
the book was sent behind the scenes, but ISfeTiUe, like a good 
general, had secured a retreat, and was nowhere to be fbund^ 
waU knovinit t&« utUx impoBsibiUt} of petifomlug the play. 
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Foiled, however, in the attempt to Bee the manager, the opi- 
nion aniekly gained ground that the managers were averse to 
^, M' Alpine's attempting the part, so that when the enrtain 
rose, on the first scene of the Mountaineers, and Mr. Emley 
and myself were discovered as Kilmallock and Count Yirolet, 
we were saluted with cries of— "0//" "offr " Point <^ 
ffonowr orno play^'—" JITAlpine.^' We continued to speak 
for some time without the possibility of being heard, until 
the top of one of the benches, hurled with violence on the 
staffe, made us both depart in double quick time. 

The stage once vacated, the uproar continued, while the 
cries for the manager became so loud and long, that Neville 
at last made his appearance in company with M' Alpine, en- 
tering into an explanation, very wide of the truth, (a practice 
too common in theatres when a discontended audience have 
to be suddenly appeased,) pacifying the audience by a pro- 
mise on the part of M' Alpine to sins the comic song of 
the Mail Coach after the play of the Mountaineers. Thus 
terminated a row, which at one time threatened the destruc- 
tion ef the interior of the theatre. 

This was the last time I ever saw M' Alpine play* He 
continued to improve in his profession with astonishing ra- 
pidity, and was pronounced by many excellent judges, a 
young man of uncommon talent, who would shortly arrive at 
eminence. Alas 1 that ''man should put an enemy into his 
mouth to steal away his brains." All his bright prospects 
have been crushed by his own folly, and the conviviality of 
his temper proved his ruin. The last I heard of him was as 
the hero of a scrolling company in Cartmel, near Ulventon, 
Lancashire ; his performance onlv tolerated £rom the recol- 
lection of what he had been, and In all probability, he has 
sunk into an early grave, another victim to intemperance. 

It was in Ayr I first formed the resolution of providing 
myself with my own theatrical wardrobe. Having received 
a present from London of two very handsome tumos, I re- 
solved to lav by a certain , portion of my weekly receipts to 
purchase whatever might l:^ necessary for correctly dressing 
the parts entrusted to me. How well I accomplished my ob- 
ject, those who have ever seen me on the stage are the best 
judffes. It soon acquired for me the reputation of being one 
of the most attentive actors to costume, and one of the best 
dressers in the country : this aided me very materially in my 
future provincial engagements. 

I know that actors of the old school have exdaimed loudly 
against the prabtioe; and that managers have taken most un- 
warrantable liberties with the public, in consequence of many 
performers choosing to find their own wardrobe, csanot be 
Oenied. If m aotor now lefiues to find his own dresaeis he 



wiUfiM^ttiily be cMnpelled to appear in ngfl a&d filihj y«e 
the comfort may be obtained at bo slight a saoriflce on ua 
part of any actor, that tke reputation he is Bare to obtain 
fix>m his andience will amply overpay him for the attempt^ 
Tet would I endeavour to persuade the public to prevent 
managers from encroaching too often on their good nature, 
where actors either will not, or cannot find their own dresseti 
by loudly hissing, not the actor, but the manager, boldly ex- 
plaining the cause of disapprobation. A few leBsons of this 
description would speedily correct the evil. 

Whenever a new piece is advertised with the additional 
flourish of new scenef y ana dresses, unless they are new, it li! 
an imposition, which should be treated as such by the specta- 
toiB. How frequently does a play-bill trumpet forth the ex- 
pense and labour bestowed upon a new, when in the third ot 
fourth scene, on comes an old acquaintance of the audience 
not even touched by the brush of the artist, while the per? 
formers, with the exception of two or three principal charac- 
ters^ appear in the old standing dresses, worn nightly; 
whereas a ftrw pounds judiciously expended, would have i^en* 
dered them new in appeai:ance, and produced every requisite 
effect. This parsimony, when theatricals are well suppbrted. 
should not be tolerated an instant '^ and even in the degraded 
state to which I have see the 4rama reduced, is unjustifiable^ 
and only tends to make bad, worse. 

Bveryline in a play-bill should be strictly true; but to 
Buoh a height has the pernicious system of puffing been car- 
ried, that it is a common saying, " that the greatest liar in 
world except a newspaper, is a play-bill." The consequence 
of thus frequently disappointing the public, has produced an 
apathy towards the theatre, which it will take years to den 
stroy. 

My first participation in a trick too frequently resorted to 
by strolling players, occurred the night previous to my de- 

?artuxe from Ayr. Harry M'Cann, (Paddy M'Cann— glorioiia 
*addy, who, when engaged to carry a torch in a procession, 
provoked the laughter of every one connected with the thea- 
tre, by declaring to Kean he was improving in his profession, 
for he was acting the light business at the Oobourg every 
night,) a worthy little fellow, and at this time my constant 
companion, having failed in his attempt at a benefit, and in- 
stead of realizing a profit, finding himself indebted fous 
pounds to the manager, (not an unfrequent case on such occa- 
Hons,*) was placed under stoppage of five shillings per week, 

• Here let me observe, that the public labour under an erroneous im- 
pression with regard to actors' benefits. It is usually supposed that actors 
B 5 



80 TSKATBICAL BI0€(RAPHT.' 

whioh had Ro crippled liis finanod8» he wag nnftbU to diflehttwe 
a debt of two gaineas at his lodgings; for which Bom, all hii 
wearing apparel, together with his stock of wigs, red stock- 
ings, and other properties most needful to a low comedian. 
He was allowed to take each evening at the theatre what he 
wanted for that night's performance, provided it did not ex- 
ceed in balk the size of a common pocket handkerchief^ 
which was to be regularlj brought home after the perform- 
ance. He therefore extracted the most necessary articles^ re- 
placing their balk by small pieces of painted canvas or other 
nseless articles which abound in all theatres. These things 
were deposited in the trunks of his brother actors, who were 
more fortunately situated than himself, while the bundle of 
rabbiah was regularly deposited at the bottom of the trunk. 
To me he applied on the last occasion to place in my trunk 
two or three wigs and a pair of russet boots, the possession of 
which was a matter of great importance to him. I confess I 
felt a few qualms of conscience as I save my reluctant con- 
sent, on receiving the pledge of his honour that the money 
should be faithfully paid, which was done in my presence two 
weeks afterwards. Never shall I forget the alarm of his land- 
lady when the trunk was opened in her presence to see that 
the things were safe. She was under the impression that 
they had been abstracted by some one about her house, not 
thinking it possible a strolling actor could have honour 
enough to pay a debt after having abstracted piece-meal the 
only security she thought herself possessed of. She actually 
offered him the two guineas to say nothing about the matter^ 
as it might injure the reputation of her house. This was too 
much for our risible faculties : he confessed himself the offen- 
der; and with a hearty shake of the hand and an extorted 
promise to prove kind to the next unhappy actor who might 
be placed in difficulty, we left her, with her opinion of the 
honesty of the play-actors much improved, and an anecdote 
which she repeated to every company of actors who vialted 
Ayr for many years afterwards. 

The season at Ayr having terminated, Neville and Shaw 
dissolved their partnership, Neville retaining the manage- 
ment, Shaw leavmg the company, and taking with him ua. 

play gratoitottdy for each other o& thete oecasions. On thr contrary, the 
expenses are fixed at a certain sum by the manager, which, if not x^ 
ceived at the doors, the unfortunate actor is placed under stoppages unttl 
the deficiency is paid into the treasury ; although in many instancea, if it 
had not been for the exertions of the actor whose name is placed at the 
head of the play- bills, the manager would not probably have received 
half of the amount taken on the occasion without including the defldeney 
which the actor has to make good. 
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Bhxw, Aiid hitf taalber, Mn. Mills. Mr. and Mn. Bydm* and 
funilj also left ns, to oommenoe management on their own 
aooonnt^ at Port Glasgow; a speoolation in which the^ 
strongly urged me to embark as a partner. In short, this 
maj be termed the breaking up of our snng and happy party. 
In a short time afterwards, we were scattered in all directions, 
many of ns neyer to meet again. 

Seville's first effort on his own acoonnt was at Manohline, 
where he decidedly failed, oar force being ine|||cient. He 
was advised to try his fortune for a few nights, at Oatherine 
Mills, a large mannfactnring Tillage, bnt.a few miles distant* 
Having obtained permission from the resident proprietor, 
Mr. Buchanan, to perform for twelve nights, a bam was fitted 
up for the purpose; and here it was, I for the first time, num- 
bered myself among the barn-door fowl of the profession, 
without which my strolling adventures would have been 
inoomiiilete. The houses for the first four nights were ez- 
oellent ; after which, we could scarcely muster money enough 
to pay for candles. With some difficulty, the manager oon« 
trived to pay his wsbcm; but for his other debts, I doubt much 
whether they are paia to this hour. 

To me, our visit to Mauchline was marked by an incident. 
It was here for the first time that I was hissed—the part, 
Fainwould, in Baiting the Wind, I suppose I deserved it, 
but it was the admirable acting of Emley, in Jeremy Diddler, 
that OBUsed the offence. He made me laugh so heartily at 
the breakfitft table, that I could not speak for laughing, until 
the audience tried to change my tune. I went off the stage 
laughing, while the audience were hissing, but I did not 
return that night : I ran out of the (theatre,) bam, home. 
How the farce was finished, I never exactly heard. I re- 
ceived along lecture from the manager the following morning, 
upon the folly of my course, concluding with what I then 
thouffht a remarkable expression, but which experience has 
taught me was correct, that no actor, however high 'his station, 
ever passed through his career, without at some period en- 
countering the displeasure of an audience ; that I must make 
up my mind to such scenes, if I intended to remain upon the 
Btege, and that nothing but my inexperience prevented him 
from disoharging me forthwith. 

M'Cann and myself lodged in the same house, and most ex- 
cellent quarters we had, passing a pleasant fortnight, not- 
withstanding the bad business. Not so the manager: hiB 
troubles were beginning, as we thought ours ending. Being 
in arrears for rent, his goods and chattels were arrested "in 
transitu," as a lawyer would express himself. So well had the 
landlord taken his measures, and with such secrecy, that he 
not only secured the scenery, wardrobe, dresses and properties 
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9f ihe maaatfef , bat tbe trunks cQntaixunf the wearing «p« 
psrel of tlie acton, and whateyer little private property they 
potnaBBed— all was in possession of the Philistines. 

Unoonsoious of what had happened, M'Gann, Bmley, Mrs, 
Emley, her children, and myself, were on our road to Gum^ 
nock, as merry as larks, little dreaming of the mishap which 
was shortly to overtake us, only thinking what sort of a house 
we should open to on the following evening, none of us oTer- 
burdened wwi money, but all in high spirits. We reached 
our destination, ordered dinner, which, while we were in the 
act of enjoying, Neville presented himself, with a &ce full of 
sorrow, to recount the sad tale of our undoing. To me it was 
of awful import Every thing I possessed, except the clothes 
in which I was seated, appeared lost, without the possibflity 
of reoorery. But actors, like other human beings, seem to be 
most merry when they have most cause for sorrow. The bad 
puns, which passed by wholesale, elevated my spirits, and the 
first expressionB of regret past, I neyer spent a more pleasant 
evening. 

A oouncU of war was assembled, wh^ the ladies retired, 
and the course we proposed to pursue being marked out and 
determined upon, matters were lefb to take their chance, and 
not permitted to interrupt our hilarity. It was now mf 
knowledge of business was to be turned to account. Being 
able to talk sensibly of warp and weft, winding, heckling, 
gpinning, bleaching, Ice., I resolved to wait upon Mr. Bu- 
chanan, inform him who I was, and trust to his generosity to 
release us all from our present dilemma. I started early in 
the morning for the mills, procured an interview with the 
foreman, ]i&. B. being unfortunately absent. After a well 
told tale, I succeeded in releasing all the thing8,.promising in 
the name of Mr. Neville, that the landlord should be paid 
out of our first rvoeipts, and returned in triumph to my com-^ 
panions, bringing the captured ammunition into port, free 
from all charge for conveyance to Cumnock. This very act, 
BO adroitly managed on my part, caused my separation from 
Neville. Once in possession of the scenery, &c., he did not 
feel disposed to comply with the terms on which they had 
been released. On this I peremptorily insisted, and went so 
far as to threaten I would return to Catharine Mills and in- 
form Mr. Buchanan of the breach of faith contemplated. I 
oirried my point, obtaining the money, but I lost my situa- 
tion, and shortly after bade adieu to Scotland, which I haye 
never visited since. 

It was in Cunmoek I heard of the death of poor Berry, 
one of my first theatrical acquaintance, once the idol of the 
the Edinburgh audiences, and, beyond doubt, the best low 
comedian of this day. Liston, Matthews, and Emeiy^ com- 



binedy wotxld not have formed a better actor than Jaek 
Berry; but dissipatioxi and repeated acts of neglect of hit 
profefldon^ through disBipation, at length bo exhansted the 
kindnesB and patience of Mr. Henry Siddonfl, that he was 
relnctantly compelled to abandon him; and, in leaying the 
S^nbnrgh theatre, the last restraint npon his nnhappy ^ 
failing, was lost in Dnmbarton, ^here he and his wife had 
been giving an entertainment of a theatrical nature. He fell 
in a state of intoxication against a ghus door, lacerating hii 
aim in so dreadfol a manner as to prodnoe lockjaw, from 
which, by the care and attention of his physician, he re- 
covered, but was never the same man again. He beoame a 
member of a travelling company, performing in the open air, 
at fairs : and thns the man whose talents had delighted the 
most enlightened audience in the British empire, was con- 
verted into the low buffoon of a mountebank's caravan. He 
died in abject misery, almost shunned by his pot-house com- 
panions. Let his example be a warning to others, who, while 
they breathe a sigh to the memory of lost talent, will avoid 
that dangerous of al^ seductions to an actor — convivial meet- 
ings, and ttee and easy societies — where your company if 
valued only by the song you may be able to sing, or the amus- 
ing anecdote you are expected to relate — where many who 
oourt your society within the walls of a tavern, would reftue 
to acbowledge an actor^s salute in the open day> in the broad 
highway. To all such be your motto — 

I^emo me impune lacesseU 



CHAPTER IV. 

Parting of old Friends. Grave of Bums. Oretnt Green. Alnwick. 
Kendal. New Acquaintance. Journey Across the Mountain. Haxw 
rogate Springs. Mr. Booth and Mrs. Renaud', (late Mrs. Powell,) 
Theatre Royal, York. Captivity of Bonaparte. Edmund Kean. 
Canterlmry and Rochester. 

Thi separation from Neville being finally determined upon, I 
saw the landlord at Mauchllne paid in full, and passed on to 
pay a farewell visit to my numerous friends in Ayr ; having 
once more tasted the good cheer of Mrs. M'CulIoch's table, I 
tamed my course towards England, resolved if possible, to 
procure a situation in Mrs. Butler's company, then performing 
at Kendal, W/estmoreland ; or, failing there, to proceed to 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and offer my services to Mr. Macready, 
for any sum he might think proper to offer ; hoping, under 
hla ezeeUent tnitiony to rise rapidly in the profession. Full 



«{ 4l0M r«0oliitioiuij I vnaweA In CumikmXa vhere I hmML 
mj nai&e for an outiide seat in the coacb fo OArlkle, whidh 
was to start the following day— the last eyening I spent in 
the society of those who remained of my first theatrical com- 
panions, with whom I expected to have passed a maeh longer 
. period of my life. It was a merry and a sad parting. I was 
^ aware I carried with me the good wishes of the wh^e frate^ 
^ nity, and I know I parted from them with regret. Emley 
- ipid M'Cann were the only two I was ever destined to meet 
again. With the latter I corresponded regularly, until within 
a few months of his death ; prerious to which I lost si^ht of 
Kim, and have learned he was confined in the King's Bench 
Prison for debt. False pride- prevented him from making 
known his situation. If I could not have paid his dehts» I 
oenid, at least* have administered to his wants, and would 
ifttlui|dy have shared the last guinea in m^ possession with 
him. We have stood, shoulder to shoulder, in many a scrape, 
and a braver little fellow never lefb the land of St. Patrick. 
— Peace be to his ashes. 

The oeremonv of shaking hands— a||d, in this instanee, 
hearts went with them — being over, I received and exchanged 
several ifmall presents, as tokens of remembrance, mounted 
the ooaehrbox with the driver, and, as the guard gave the 
signal for departure, v^aved a last adiett to the assembled 
iwmpany. My refleotionB, for the first ten milee, were by no 
means pleasant. Old associations had rendered the Port 
Glasgow company dear to my feelings. The kindneEB I ex- 
perienced from one and all, the ready manner in which many of 
them had instructed me in the profession, were all presented 
to my memory; and, in justice, I must add, I never met a 
company of players so totally devoid of those little feelings of 
envy and jealousy which frequently render the lives of actors 
x(nnleasant, desljjroying that harmony which ouffht to exists 
w!ji|Kfe people, from their avocation, are compelled to pass a 
greater portion of their time in each other's society. 

I arrived at Dumfries about 12 o'clock, w)iere X slept ; ^d, 
early in the morning, visited the grave of Burns. H^^nng 
passed many a joyful hour in the cottage where he was bom, 
1 could not lose the opportunity of viewing his last resting 
place on earth. At six o^clock in the morning, I again 
mounted the coach-box and proceeded rapidly to that famous 
spot in English history, Gretna Green, " where runaway cou* 

Sles cross the boundary of their native kingdom to visit a 
cotch blacksmith, whoee fetters having been tightly rivetted^ 
most of them wish in vain to unrivet again, before the end of 
twelve months." This place was, of course, an object of 
curiosity to most of the passengers^ and the driver indulged 
OS with fiT« minut^fit* delay; after which we proeeeM a^ « 
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flbatp |M9 iD tbe iaii^ where we ekanged honw0^ tnd ifrUoh 
18 t&e Ml podTOMitig the same aooommodation In leavini^ 
SootLuuL 

After an alwenoe of neren ;fean, I entered Bn^Und, widely 
iBetamort>ho3ed. When I departed, as a boy, witk spirits fnll 
of yonth^l hope, for the roof of my nnole in Bdinborgh, my 
ptespeote in life Were of the brightest nature. My own actions 
bad altered the position of affairs. I was now out of employ- 
ment, travelling only upon the chance of finding an engage- 
meal. The beantifnl town of Alnwick^ the fiist stopping* 
place upon my ronte^ awakened a tram of feeling, mdca 
forced me to acknowledge, I had embarked in a Quixotic ex- 
peditio% which would, in all probability, plunge me into the 
depth of wretchedness before I could expect to reap the 
dighteet remuneration, beyond a mere subsistence. Hy 
thoughts reverted to Dundee, and to those friends whose 
offers had been so repeatedly rejected, and I widied^ from the 
bottom of my heart, I had never deserted my home. In this 
state of mind I reached Carlisle, where I had to remain nearly 
a day, and where I replenished my exchequer by the sale at 
ay watch-chain, bade adieu to melancholy recollections, and 
started onward in the mail for Penrith, passing through Shap, 
aad OT«r the mountains of Westmoreland, to Kendal, at which 
place I arrived at two o'clock on the morning of the 12th of 
April, 1815. 

At the Crown Inn I enjoyed an excellent nighfs rest, and 
breakfast over, my first inquiry of Mr. Biggs, the worthy 
laadlord^ was whether the company of comedians had left the 
piace< To my great joy, he answered in the negative, imme« 
diately furnishing me with a play-bill, for the following^even-i 
ing. It announced. The School of Reform, and We Tly by 
Kight, f<Hr the benefit of Mr. Meadows (now of Covent-Garden 
Theatoe.) £ waited upon Mrs. Butler, stating my views and 
wishesj when she informed me Mr. Thomas Mercer was on 
the point of leaving the company ; but, being a total stranger 
to my talent, she must require a specimen of my abilities^ 
before she coul^ make me an offer of any description. It was 
therefore aneed, that I should play Henry, in Qpeed the 
Plough, for Mr. HaUam'^B benefit, on Wednesday evening. At 
the theatre, I was introduced to her brother, Mr. George 
J^Serson ; it was a neat building, regularly built, and capable 
of holding from sixty to seventy pounds. I was much pleased 
with the manner in which the business was conducted. Mea* 
dows played Tyke, with a feeling and talent rarely seen in a 
country theatre, and the whole performance was such as to 
make me anxious to become a member of the company. On 
Wednesday, I appeared in Henry, to a house fortunately well 
MMb The actor being » f^Votirite, the Oebm m^ ptonQmood 
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ao pxomiBiiiir^ that I waa offered fifiteen shilliii^ per week,ih« 
hi^ert lalary giren, wMch I cheerfolly aooepiedy really happy 
to think I had obtained a fiituation. The following ladiea aod 
gentlemea oomposed the company: — ^Mr. G. JeiferBon, ttage 
ananacer ; Mr. Brewer, Mr. Meadows, Mr. Meroer, Mr. Hat 
lam, Mr. George, Mr. Martin, Mr. BriBtow, Mr. J. O^Oonner, 
Master Samael Batler, Mr. Stoker, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Mur« 
ray, Mrs. Meroer, Miss Graven, Mies Stoker, Miss Batler, Mrs. 
Martin ; to which list I have now to add, Mr. Wemyss. In 
Mrs. Butler's Company I remained three years. A yery laugh- 
able adventure took place, arising from the custom of dosing 
all the licensed theatrAi daring the Passion Week. The 
actors, on these occasions, generally divide themselipB into 
amall parties of four and five, and visit the villages iifethe 
neighbourhood, where dramatic amusements are seldom seen, 
and never for a longer period than three or four nights. A 
party of this description, consisting of Mr. Mercer, Mr. Mea- 
dows, Mr. J. O'Connor, Mrs. Murray, and Miss Craven, having 
announced George Barnwell for representation, at Klrby 
Longsdale, found themselves deficient in numbers to complete 
the cast; and, as the leader of our orchestra, Mr. William 
Meroer, had accompanied them, they persuaded him to make 
his first appearance on any stage, as the Uncle, in George 
BamwelL As he had frequently boasted, that the young lads 
(as he used to call them, although he was but twenty-five 
years of .age himself) knew nothing of acting, he woidd do it^ 
if only to show them what it was. Therefore, having dili- 
gently perfected himself in the words of the author, (which, 
at rehearsal, he spoke very well, but with a broad Yorkdiire 
dialect,) he prepared to give the lads a lesson, which was to 
be of service to them during their natural lives. But when 
the time arrived, stage fright deprived this boaster of his 
oourage— he cosld scarcely utter a word. The stage being 
cleared for his entrance, he commenced thus— 

" If I were superstitious now." (A dead pause.) 

*' 1 say, if I was superstitious."— (Another pause.) 
''If I was Buperstitiousy I should say." (Aside) — ^^'Toniy 
whv don't you stick meT 

But Tom, who played George Barnwell, did not intend to 
let him off so easily, but remained in his retirement/&n« 
▼ulsed with laughter. So the Uncle was compelled to pxSt 
proceed, which he did, thus — 
'' Oh, religion is a blessed thing."— (A pause.) 

^'Beligion is much" (Another pause.) 

" Beligion is Oh, Tom, I say, do stick me." (Aside.) 

To this Tom replied, in the words of the Author— «' Oh, it 
U impossible" This Une produced such a ludioroua effect 
upon the audienooi who had become aware of the nwt^, tbat 
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the Qidf thing to xoitoze gravitj was to despatdi the Uncle 
as qmok as peasible : but this was not to be bo eaaUj done. 
Mr. William Mercer'a memory had, by this time^ retiuned — 
he suddenly exclaimed, ** Stop, Tom, I know it now— I can 
repeat every word of it." And he began—" If I were super- 
stitions now, I should say"— dingle, &igle, went the promp- 
ter's bell, and down came the curtain, amid the uproarioni 
laughter of the audience ; and so ended the third act of the 
tragedy of Qeorge Barnwell, and the last attempt of ifr. 
Mercer to give practical lessons.in acting. 

The season at Kendal being concluded, we next prooeeded 
to Northallerton, in Yorkshire. Tlus distance is something 
over sisty miles, which, on a fine summer morning, in Com- 
paq with O'Conner, Meadows, William Meroer, and Mr« 
Kelly, I started to walk. We allowed ourselves two days to 
accomplish the task, walking twenty miles before breakfut 
the fint day, fourteen to dinner, and fourteen after dinner ; 
thus accomplishing forty-eight miles the first day, over a 
mountainous country, and leisurely walking fifteen mUes on 
the following day. So accustomed had I become to fktigue of 
this description, that a walk of thirty miles was no common 
oocorrenoe, for a day's amusement, when we had no act at 
niffht. 

In Northallerton we remained six weeks, when we repaired 
to the races at Beverley, and from thence to Harrogate 
Springs, for the summer. Here it was I first met 

BOOTH, 

the moat eccentric of all mad tragedians. He was the first 
London star I ever acted with, and at that time in the height 
of his popularity. Whocould have supposed thatthe '* Wilford," 
who trembled w^th fear before this little t^gedian, at Har- 
rogate, in 1815, should, years afterwards, have paid him 
thousands of dollars as the manager of an American theatre ? 
His performance of Bertram, at this time, was terrifically 
grand. His mind was in its fuU vigour, and a well cultivated 
soil it was. A more delightful companion, "when not in kU 
mood" it would be difficult to find. Gifted with powers of 
conversation the most agreeable, master of several languages, 
Lucius Junius Booth was born to control those over whom he 
wished to cast a spell of fascination. He was the only actor 
who had dared to measure strength with Kean— failing only 
through his own imprudence — ^trifiing with his reputation — 
and at the same time with the public, who were desirous of 
foetezinf talent, which had suddenly burst upon them in a 
blaze of ea^oeUence. He first played at OoTen* CNffden, then 





88 imMAtKaJLL bio^&apht* 

ftt Droit IdUDie, then back to Qovent Qardtti, imtU li« mu 
finally dbtiven from the London stngOi stamped with fiime and 
ohanMter^ to roalifle a fortune in the provincial theatres^ 

He was aooosed of being a aervile imitator of Kean, whioh 
being reiterated by the London Press, became a reoeired 
opinion, bat a very erroneoos one. It was only necessary to 
Bee the two actord on the stage together, to dispel it at once. — 
Booth felt and acted, when on the stage with Kean, as if Oon- 
Bcious of hif inferiority, which he candidly acknowledged ; 
but, when separated, there are many of Kean's warmest 
admirers who do not hesitate to pronounce his performanoe of 
Richard equ^il, and his Hamlet superior, to Eean's representa- 
tion of the same characters. 

As I shall frequently have to mention Mr. Booth agsA, I 
flhall only observe that he played three nights at Harrogate, 
and three nights at Bipon, in the same week, and left us all 
delighted with his acting, and equally well pleased with him 
off the stage. 

Here, also, 1 met Mrs. Powel, of Drury Lane, (Mrs. Benaud,) 
the rival of the great Mrs. Siddons, who, when young, mtuit 
have been a beautiful woman. Her acting spoke more to 
the heart than that of any lady I ever saw before or since, 
identifying herself with the character she was performing^ 
until you forgot the woman in 'the actress. The first part I 
acted with her was Jaffier, in Venice Preserved. 1 had 
requested her indulgence in the morning at rehearsal, on two 
accounts — ^the first, the short time I had allowed for prepara- 
tion, and the second, the consciousness of my inability to 
support her properly—but that 1 would do the best I could 
with a part far beyond my ability, and of which I knew 
nothing but the words. In the kindest manner, she repeated 
the part to me, impressing upon my mind those portions of 
the dialogue usually producing the greatest effect upon an 
audience. To her tuition I owed the success of my perform- 
ance ; and as we left the stage, at the end of the first act, her 
expression of " Very well, indeed, sir—excdlenU" enabled me 
to proceed with that confidence which, in an actor, is the sure 
forerunner of success. The press complimented me highly on 
this performance, and even the manager condescended to thank 
me in the green-room. For years afterwards, I used to consider 
Jaffier my best part, and felt a desire to act it, long after I had 
ceased to appear in tragedy. Mrs. Renaud remained with us 
one year, playing a few nights in each town, and left us in 
Kendal, in 1817, to join the Edinburgh company, where she 
remained until her death. Her performance of Elvira, in 
Pizarro, and Alicia, in Jane Shore^ was the perfection of the 
dramatic art ; while her Lady Macbeth, although not so pow- 
erful, was second only to Mrs, Siddons. How tbey could 
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aplMsMll&n admn from tkd LoHdMi boatdd^ wis » qaairtMoi 
asked very often, but not readily answered. Oh, these 
MaaBgeili ! tiiieee Managers ! i 

The eventful year of 1815 was made memorable by another 
remarkable occurrence. In company with Mr. George and 
Mr. O'Connor, I had paid a visit to the city of York, where the 
theatre was then under tho management of Mr. Fits^gerald. — 
The play was tho Fortune of War, the afterpiece the Wan- 
dering Boys, in which Mansel, £unouB for a well-written 
Defence of the Stage, was acting Count de Croiesy, when a 
gentiteman in the dress circle of boxes suddenly placed his feet 
vpon the cushion of the hand-rail, and holding himself in that 
potation by the piiUr of the boxes, with scarcely breath 
entftrgh to make himself distinctly heard, demanded that the 
performance should cease, until he addressed the audience. — 
ThiM was met by hisses, and cries of ^* tnm him out," until, 
amid the uproar, the name of Bonaparte was heard, followed 
by a tirj of " hear him, hear him." He proceeded neariy thus, 
his ai^tation choking ^utterance :^" Gentlemen, I haye the 
pleasure — to inform you^Napoleon Bonaparte— has surren- 
dered himself a prisoner of war— (dead silence, every one 
tnt€Mit upon oatohingthe next word)— to Captain Maitland, of 
hfe M^JMty's fdiip Bellerophon.'' The whole audience rose — 
«hMr foUowed cheer — ^the men waved theiar hats, the ladie^ 
aktAx handkerchiefe — God save the King was cidled for 
— -Ulo whole company, male and female, appeared upon the 
Btagd, sang the naUonal anthem, the audience joining in the 
chorus. At the condusion, three cheers were given — Bole 
Britanma was played by the band, and three-fourths of the 
attdienoe immediately left the theatre, to talk of the won- 
dfliful news, and to ask each other if it could be true. Thus 
«Diied my first visit to thb York theatre. My readers will agree 
with me, that it was not easily to be forgotten. 

From Harrogate we proceeded to Biohmond, in Yorkshire, 
^ONMsed to l^orthallerton, for the race weeik, returning to 
Bic hmo nd ; and, at the close of the season, taking our depar- 
ture for Whitl^, where we remained during the winter, and 
opened the spring campaign at Bipon; from thence to 
Beverley ; back to Harn^^te and Bichmond ; then, over the 
mountains, to Ulverstone, in Lancashire, and Kendal, in 
Westmoreland— thus performing my first tour of a regular 
provincial circuit, occupying two years, from my first joining 
the company at Kendal ; during which time Mr. Meadows, 
l£r. Hal la m, Mr. and Mrs. Mercer, Mr. Brewer, Mr. Bristow, 
end Miss Craven, left ns, their places being supplied by Mr. 
Calvert^ t^hen playing xmder the name of Young, but now 
lEiitfwii by has contest widi the Eev. Mr. Best, and his admir- 
M» mi>weK to th»t go&tloxaan'B attack upon the stdgo and its 
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ptoUmon,) Mr. O^Coxmery lb, Francis O'Conner, Migs O'Con* 
ner, and Mifl8 Stannord. 

It was during my stay in Mrs. Butler^s company, I had the 
misfortone to lose the Mend and protector of my yonth, 2Sj. 
Thomas Courtney, jun. He died in London, daring the 
month of October, 1817 ; but he lives in my heart, ana will 
continue there until that heart ceases to beat. Those only 
who knew his worth oonld appreciate his loss. 
Requieteat in pace. 

In Mrs. Batler*s company I remained nearly three years, 
daring which time an attachment had taken place between 
Miss fiatler and myself, which was the cause of my departure. 
Ko objection was offered to our marriage by the friends of 
either party, but our extreme youth. I was scarcely twenty 
years of age, and the young lady not more than seventeen. It 
was agreed by all parties, that we should separate for twelve 
montlui, at the expiration of which time, if we remained 
steadfast in our affections, we were to be united, with the per- 
fect approbation of our friends. Under this arrangement we 
parted, breathing vows of eternal constancy, never to meei 
ctgain. 

Mr. Munden, of Drary Lane theatre, procured me a situa- 
tion with Mr. Dowton, in Canterbury, at a salary of twenty-five 
shillings per week, where I arrived in Januaiy, 1818, making 
my first appearance as Bover, in O'Eeefe^ play of Wild Oats. 
The company consisted of Mr. Hamerton, {the stage manageri) 
Mr. W. l)owton, Mr. H. Dowton, Mr. Wharton, Mr. Owen, 
Mr. John Sloman,) Mr. Marshall, Mr. Hamerton, jun., Mr. 
Jeffries, Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Wemyss ; and, shortly afterwards, 
Mr. Calcraft, Miss Barry, Mrs. H. Dowton, (afterwards Mrs. 
J- Sloman, Mrs. Owen, Mias Leigh, Miss Kennedy, Mrs 
Hamerton, jun. A company of handsomer women I never 
saw collected within iJie walls of a theatre. 

The four months I passed in Canterbury was really a round 
of delight. Miss Bury led the way, with a social party, 
which was repeated by the ladies alternately, every non-play 
night ; whUe each Wednesday night we played in Feversham, 
starting in coaches provided for that purpose, after dinner, 
and returning after the play to Canterbury, forming a trip of 
pleasure occasionally made uncomfortable by a rainy day ; but 
so full of fun and good humour, that we were like so many 
school-boys let loose for a holiday. 

From Canterbury we proceeded to Bochester. In this dty 
I first became familiar with the faces of the London actors, 
every week bringing down some star to grace our little theatre. 
Notwithstanding iJl which attraction, and the gazxison at 
Chatham, Boohester is the worst theatdoal town I eyer acted 
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in, ill SAgliiicL Here I was fifst introduoed to that blight 
luminary of the stage, 

EDMUND KBAN. 

How riudl I attempt to deficribe 'Hhe star^' of the BritiBh 
Btage the man, who, without a single Mend, oveToame ob- 
Btacles almost insormoimtable ; and, by one bold effort, swept 
the cold and polished school of Eemble from the stage, 
aBtonishing the English metropolis by his bold and natural 
conception of character, which he executed in such a style of 
excellence, that "no one but himself could be his paralleL" 
)• Treated with marked indifference, amounting aknost to 
insult, by the actors and actresses who filled the " dramatis 
personse/' on the night of his first appearance at the Theatre 
Boyal, Drury Lane ; and finding, before the end of the season, 
those same dignified ladies and gentlemen, who would scarcely 
return with ciyility the salute of an obscure country actor, 
among his most servile flatterers—filling the theatre nightly 
to overflowing — rejecting the society of the noble and learned 
— seeking his companions among those actors whom he had 
known in adversity, and to whom he ever proved a kind friend 
—he moved like a comet, to be wondered at, but not ap- 
proached. Tliroughout his triumphal career,-»raising the 
prostrate fortunes of the theatre to which he was attached — 
reigning sole monarch, without a rival, in the estimation of 
the public,— and yielding up, at Uist, a broken spirit, in one 
great effort to sustain his fame. 

WhiU^ver may have been the fiiults of his private life, his 
public career was a triumph of genius over prejudice; and 
the name of Edmund Eean, like that of Garriok, will descend 
to posterity, as "the actor'* of Ms age. 

The first time I ever saw him act, I played Wellborn, to his 
Sir Giles Overreach, in Massinger's Play of A New Way to 
Pay Old Debts. With the exception of my first appearance 
at Glasgow, I never suffered so much from stage fright; but 
his known kindness and affability, to actors of every grade, 
soon relieved me from my embarrassment. I supped with 
him after the performance, and, from that hour, he became 
my friend. Huiy years afterwards, in Baltimore, I had the 
ffood fortune to extricate him from a most impleasant and 
dangerous situation. But, of this, hereafter,— if, good reader, 
you can travel with me across the Atlantic. 

Hrs. Glover paid us a flying visit, during which I acted, for 
the first time, the part of Frank Heartall, in Cherry's comedy 
of the Soldier's Daughter. Charles Woodley should have 
been my character on tilie occasion, but Calcraft being absent, 
I was compelled toassnme the light comedy hero. There is 



an txprmhOL of ihe author's firaqneiitly used in thii elMiitfctt 
during tiie dialogue of, '' In for it again," whioh pwvod a 
Borneo of mnoh annoyance to me on this occasion, but is too 
good a joke not to be recorded. A gentleman in the boxes, 
who did not appear to relish my acting, and who must have 
been something of a wit, having his patienoe worn out, re* 
peated the wo^ of ** In for it again,** after me thus, " Tes, 
by heaven you are ih for it only, for I will be hangpad if you 
oau play it. I wish you good night," and immediately left 
the boxes. This produced a roar of laughter, not only from 
the audienoe but from the actors, which must have ruined the 
whole play, had I not goodnaturedly added at the first pause, 
** Well, NOW I AM IN for it, sure enough,** which was received 
by a round of applause, and the play passed off without fa^ 
ther interruption. 

It was in the city of Rochester I found my name was 
travelling beyond the oompany I was immediateW attached 
to. Mr. Thomas Bobertson, the manager of the Lincohi cir* 
ouit, unsolicited, made me an offer of one guinea and a half 
per week, to lead the light comedy and juvenile tragedy in 
his company. Here, then, was the offer of a regular line of 
business, and an inorease of six per cent to my income. This 
offer I accepted, and in six weeks from this time I finished 
my career with Mr. Dowton, leaving the society of Mr. 
Oaloraft, Mr. Marshall, and Mr. Sloman, with regret. 

Thus, in four years I had doubled my income, as derived 
from my professional exertions. The last part I played in 
Bochester was Don Lodowick, in the Jew of Malta, for Mr. 
Hamerton's benefit. I passed two days in London, with my 
ftmily, and then pro<^eded '' en route*' to Peterboroughi 
Korthamptonshire. ' 



CHAPTER V. 

Peterborough* JoeCowelL Wilkinson and Mesdowft. Singular hou 
of Memory. ShameAil Breadi of Decorum. Out, out. Damned Spot. 
A Juit Manager, and an Honest Man. Mr. Thomas Robertson. Oflten 
of New Engagem^ts. Damnation of Mr. Buck's Tragedy of the 
Italians, at Drury Lane Theatre. 

I AKBivKD in Peterborough on the 10th of June, 1818, making 
my first appearance, in Mr. Robertson's company, as Rich« 
mond, in "Richard the Third," following it by Rover, in 
" Wild Oats,'' which had become quite a favourite character 
with me. The company consisted of Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Robertson, Mr. Fortescue, Mr. Heniy, Mr. GoUlii% Mr. 
FxtdMick BobertiQiii Mzi. Cooke, Mr. J. COonnori Mr. B«d« 
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Mn. Brooke, Muh Panby, IGch & Danby, IObb B. Btamuad^ 
Mn. l^'oiris, Mr. Oowell and Hr. Wemyn. 

The manager was pleased to express to me bis satis&etioii 
at my sncoess^ and dnring the time I remained a member of 
his company, which was nearly two years, I enjoyed as mnoh 
felicity as erer falls to the lot of a coimtry actor. Respected 
by the manager, one of the few members of the company ad- 
mitted to his priTate parties, held in estimation by the audience, 
my pockets well filled, my theatrical wardrobe increased nntll 
it had become an ol^'ect of envy to many of my brother per- 
formers, I had nothing left to wish fbr — bnt— a London en- 
gagement. Oonld I have divested myself of ambition, I conld 
have terminated my theatrical career in the Lincoln circnit, 
poflseflsed of a, handsome competence. We visited Peterbo- 
rongh, Spalding, Boston, Lincoln, Newark-npon-Trent, €h*an- 
tham, Wubeach, Wbittlesea, and Huntingdon, in each of which 
towns I had the fourth part of a benefit ; that is to say, the 
names of two performers were annonnoed at the head of the 
bills, and they shared the amornit of the honse with the 
manager, after eight pounds. This is decidedly the most 
equitable mode of giving benefits—the actor risking nothing 
but his personal exertions, in case of failure ; if successful, 
the manager received a porfcion of the gain, to bear the loss 
of a less profitable night — by which means every actor was 
certain of obtaining some little emolument from the night 
intended for his benefit. My finances were never in such a 
flourishing state, although 1 have received ten times the 
amount of weekly salary. 

A country actor, of rising reputation, looks forward with 
feverish anxiety to the moment that will allow him the oppor- 
tonity of trying his powers before a metropolitan audience— 
that test of merit which proves fatal to so many, and from 
which there is no appeal. Let an actor, on his first appearance 
in London, be rejected, and his prospects are blightea for ever. 
He retnms to the country a ruined man, (professionally,) 
managers rarely feeling disposed to offer engagements under 
such drcumstances, and the public ready to pronounce his 
failure a jnst retribution for his presumption. Bnt let success 
erown his efforts, and the theatres in which he has previously 
played will be scarcely large enough to admit the audience 
which will nightly flock to witness his performance, each town 
claiming the merit of having been the first to discover and 
foster hk talent. 

Ponnerly, a London engagement was the ne plus ultra of an 
actor^s wishes. Once successful there, he was fixed for life, 
or dufiag good behaviour. Not so now. A {london engage- 
imt la the w^H preearions; caprice of managers, dee&e of 
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A6W &M on the part of the t>ublio, with a htlndr^ other 
minor cAiaoi, render the London actor (anleaa on the topmost 
roxmd of the ladder) the most dependent of his tribe. He is 
not sore of his engagement from season to season. Thus, 
oonntry actors have lost half those ardent feelings of romance, 
which determine to stop at nothing short of the accomplish- 
ment of. their desires. The nltimate reward of their poverty 
and professional toil has foded from their view, the spirit of 
emulation slumbers if it be not entirely destroyed, and with- 
out a vigorous effort to reform existing abuses, the drama, 
which has withstood for ages the attacks of bigots, will iall a 
victim to the suidda] acts of its own professors. 

In September, 1818, Mr. Gowell left us, in the city of Lin- 
coln, to tTY his fortune at Drury Lane. He ^peared there on 
the 8th of October, being fully successful. We all felt pride 
at his having established himself with the London public : he 
was extremely popular with us, both before and behind the 
curtain. His loss was supplied by Mr. Meadows, of Bath, 
whom I had not seen since he left Butler>i company, and from 
whom I learned I was indebted to him for my recommendation 
to the situation I now held. Our acquaintance was renewed, 
and ripened into a friendship which remains firm to this day. 
He is one of those members of the professicm of whose friend- 
ship I feel proud, and whose conduct does honour to the stage. 
He spent the summer season with us, and returned in the 
winter to Bath, where he was held in high estimation. 

He was succeeded by another equally worthv, but qaite an 
original, WUkimon, of the English Opera House, London, 
whose admirable performance of Geoffrey Muffincap, in Peake's 
faxae of " Amateurs and Actors," stamped his fame as one of 
the best low comedians of the day. He passed the winter 
with us in Boston, and returned to London in the spring. He 
is another who may be held up as an example of what actors 
ought to be — upright, honeat and honourable in all his dealing^ 
a warm friend, and an excellent husband and father. 

During the race week at Huntingdon, in the autumn of 
1819, while acting the part of Charles Surface, in the "School 
for Scandal," my memory suddenly abandoned me on the ai»ge, 
notwithstanding the word was freely given, not only by the 
prompter, but by the actors on the stage. I could not recollect 
one smgle sentence, but was forced to retire up the stage, and 
seat myselfl The audience, knowing I was generally correct 
in the words of my author, loudly applauded, while I remained 
at least a minute, unconscious of any thing around me; when, 
boiring to the audience, I resumed the part as fluently as if 
no interruption had taken place. How to account for this 
ungular event, I am at a 1ob& even now, twenty yean after its 
o<9Giurexioe. I had played w part before w» pedfeod ^ » 



THSATBICAL BIOC^KAPHT. 45 

monosfllablAy yet oonld not think of a tingle word, and ex- 
hibited a degree of childish senBitiveneBB whenever the snbjeot 
yras allnded to. Never afterwards did I appear on the stage 
in this character without a feeling of doubt and fear, and an 
anxiety to finish the second speech in the fourth act as rapidly 
as possible. 

From Huntingdon we went to Whittlesea in the Isle of Ely, 
where, for the first and only time in my theatrical career, I 
appeared upon the stage in a state of intoxication. Being 
holiday time, I was induced to taste some old Enfflish ale, 
brewed expressly for this festival, kept by all the suostantial 
farmers in the neighbourhood, who vie with each other as to 
the age and strength of their malt liquor, freely disbursed 
among their friends. Although I did not drink more than 
one glass, so powerful was the effect, that I soon became 
aware I was ** Tion compos :" however, to the theatre I hied. 
Whether the glare of the Float aided the fumes of the liquor, 
I know not, but well do I remember, that no answer <ud I 
rettirn, but a laugh, to all Bob Boy's flaming speeches^not 
one word of the part of Bashleigh Osbaldistone did I utter 
daring the whole performance. I laughed, and the audience 
laughed with me, oi' at me ; had they hissed me it would have 
been more to their credit, and what 1 richly merited. The 
crime carried along with it the pimishment — a sick headache 
—and long did I remember the feeling of shame with which I 
encountered my manager on the following morning ; he said 
not a word, but he looked— what he thought he ought to say. 
According to the rules of the theatre, I had forfeited all claim 
to my salary, and wishing to avoid a lecture, I did not go near 
the treasury, until sent for, when Mr. Bobeitson addressed me 
nearly thus : — "Young man, your own sense of right and wrong, 
and the deep contrition you have shown for your impropriety 
of conduct, will make a more lasting impression than any 
harshness I can inflict— there is your money— your only re- 
proach wUl be never to mention the subject again.'' 

This well-timed lenity had its effect ; but Mr. Bobertson 
always knew how to make himself respected, even when com- 
pelled to censure. The collected profession could not have 
surprised me off my guard on any occasion after this, when I 
had my duty to perform at the theatre in the evening ; but 
such was the just manner in which the Lincoln mana||;er con< 
ducted all the affairs of his company ; it was a rule with him, 
that all forfeiture of salary, for neglect, belonged to the actors, 
and should, on no occasion, be allowed to find its way into the 
manager's pocket ; the forfeits, therefore, were cheerfully paid, 
whenever incurred, and a fund created, from which actors in 
distren were oocMionally relieved, and ftom which the mem* 
5 
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bers of ibs oompeny derimd a (Hraroe of gfatiiMtloii nd | 

•ooiftl interooune — a sapper or dinner beinf givwi regnlaily 
once a year. If the forfeits amonnted to a sntEoient sniu, they | 

were appropriated to defray the expense. If the oalto upon i 

this fund had been too frequent, or no forfeitnTea had been 
incurred, the manager cheerfully made good the difference, j 

with a complimentary speech on the ^ood behaviour of the 
company for the preceding year. Mr. Robertson was regarded ! 

more like the father of a &mily, than the director of a theatre ; i 

and were I asked to point out a strictly just and honest man, 
Mr. Thomas Koberteon, the Lincoln manager, would he that ! 

man. Health, happiness, and prosperity to him and his, is my 
fervent wish. We parted the best of friends; and, ahonld ' 

fete ordain we weet again, the hearty shake of the hand, that 
genuine mark of friendship, would be cordially reciprocated. 

Of Mrs. T. Robertson, it is unnecessary to say more than 
she has been an excellent actress ; and although somewhat 
impaired by age, there are few of the younger ladies in the 
profession who possess her flow of animal spirits, added to 
whioh she is an authoress of some merit, and a woman pos- 
sessing a strong, well cultivated mind. 

In the month of August, 1819, 1 received an offer from Mr. 
Macready, lessee of the Theatre Royal, Bristol, of two pounds 
per week, and the clear half of the receipts of a benefit. Be- 
fore aoccptinsr this offer, I laid it before Mr. Robertson, asking 
his advice, which he gave in the most friendly manner, adding, 
" I shall be sorry to lose you, but I think your reputation will 
be increased, and 1 would make the trial ; but I exact from 
you a promise, if you find yourself uncomfortable, that you 
accept no other situation without first writing to me." I 
therefore closed with Macready, in the full hope that my ap- 
pearance in Bristol would be the stepping-stone to a London 
engagement. 

The Bristol Theatre was to open on Monday evening, the 
15th of November ; and the last time I played in the Lincoln 
company, was on the 18th of October, 1819, on which occasion 
Mr. Rayner, now of Covent Garden Theatre, made his first 
appearance as Tyke, in the " School of RefoMn." I played 
Mr. Ferment ; and how a London audience could tolerate Hr. 
Rayner's Tyke, with Emery's performance of the same part 
vivid in their recolleetion, is a theatrical paradox whioh not 
unfrequently occurs. Without any disparagement to Bfr. 
Rayner's talents, Mr. Meadows 9ras as far superior to him, in 
Tyke, as Mr. John Kemble ever was to Mr. Barrymore, in 
Hamlet. 

Before bidding a final adieu to Lincoln, I ought to mentioi^ 
that in a trip «f pleasure to London, to sp«ui the Passion 
Week, I saw on Easter Monday, Mr, Back's tragedy of '* The 



ItelfaUMI,' i2«W««c2 at Dnirjr Lane Theatre. It WM tiie fiinrf; 
time I had «yer witnessed any thinnf of the kind^ and it had at 
least the charm of novelty to recommended it. The pit, to a 
man, indulged in the motion formerly known as the ** 0. P. 
dance ;" this, with the discordant yells of the gaUery, the hisa- 
ing and dapping of handa in the boxes, laid in a jeaaonable 
stock of headache for a week. The first signal of decided 
heetiUty was shown to Mr. H. Kemble, who played one of the 
heroes ; " Eemble, do yonr duty," from an auditor in the pit, 
was the signal for a general attack. Had Hr. Buck's friends 
been less noisy, the play might have escaped, but the display 
of a placard, prepared for the purpose, reading thus — " Will 
a British public suffer an insolent actor (alluding to Kean) 
and his pot companions, to trample on deserving merit)" 
aeided the fate of the play. Mr. Bae and Mr. Hamblin were 
the only two individuals who obtained any thing like a hear- 
ing, while the ladies, Mrs Glover in particular, came in for a 
full share of censure. Mr. Steplien Kemble at length came 
forward, and commencing an address, with, '< Ladies and gen- 
tlemen, I assure you I was called out of town" a wag in 

the gallery, asked in the same tone of voice, '* Why the devil 
did you not take the ' Italians' with you ?" 

This was followed by a roar of laughter, and the manager 
could no longer succeed in obtaining a hearing. The noise 
and tumult became louder every moment, until a placard 
was displayed, in the front of the stage, with the words, 
" * The Italians, is withdrawn" 

Three cheers followed the annunciation, and in a short time 
the house was empty, leaving the actors to enjoy the Castle 
of Wonders by themselves. 



• CHAPTER YI. 

Theatre koyal Bristol. First Night of the Season. Darkness Made 
Visible. Success in Rover. Macready the Manager, and Macready the 
Tragedian, Father and Son. Bath Theatre. Domestic Afflictions. 
InfHagement of Managerial Discipline. Departure for Exeter. Royal 
Deaths. Five. Actors' Losses. Kindness of the People at Exeter 
Oppreaaion of Managers. Open Rebellion. First Attempt at Manage- 



IxMj? Lincoln on WedncEday, the 20th of Ocfcttr, 3819; 
spent a fortnight in London, during which time I visited the 
Iheatres every night, and arriving in Bristol on Saturday 
morning, the 18th of November, found my name announced 
Jot Bover, in « Wild Oats," for Jktonday evening. I waited 
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upon ICr. Maoready, to report my azrivaly and Mcoring lodg- 
inffi in King^i street, a few doon from the tl^eatre, prepardl 
to open the oampaign. which the manager himself had an« 
noonoed in the following manner :— 

<< Mb. Macbbadt moit xwpectftilly aoquainto the ladies and gentle- 
Bwn of Bristol, and its Tieinity, that during the vacation CTory possible 
exertion has been mvde to complete the decoratiohs and embeHshments of 
this theatre, in a style worthy the inhabitants of a city second only to 
the metropolis of the nation. In this undertaking, the gratification and 
accommodation of the public in general, have superseded every other con- 
sideration. The first mechanics have been employed, and without any 
comment on the actors' abilities, their efibrts will be submitted to the 
opinion, judgment, deciHon, and support of the Bristol audience." 

On entering the theatre on Monday morning, I was rejoiced 
to find Mifls Leigh, whom I had formerly known in Oanter- 
bnry, was engaged as the first comedy actress; this was an 
aneeable meeting to both parties, for of all the annoyance to 
which an actor is subjected, there is none so horrible as a first 
rehearsal in a new company. The nods, the winks, the obser- 
vations, made sufficiently loud to be oTorheard, and the stric- 
tures passed upon the new oomen, hare shaken the nerres of 
some of the olaest stagers. 

However, time, which waits for no man, brought on the 
hour to commence the performance. During the day I had 
felt more than unsually nervous; the thought of playing 
Kover on those boards, where Lewis, Eiliston, and Stanley, 
had in turn been the favourites of the audience, in the same 
character, which was to prove, the touchstone of my own 
abilities, had rendered me doubtful of success. 

On my first appearance I was most cordially received by an 
excellent house ; the first scene passed off smoothly, but in 
the middle of my second scene, the gcu was suddenly ex- 
tinguished, and the whole house left for several minutes in 
complete darkness. This was an awkward occurrence, but it 
put the audience in good humour, and the play proceeded 
with much spirit As I left the stage, at the end of the 
fourth act, I received two distinct rounds of applause^ the 
most cheering sounds to me I ever heard within the walls of a 
theatre. I was again warmly applauded in the scene in Baaksf 
cottage, and was flattering myself with a triumph, all but 
won, when the unfortunate gas was asain extingcuahed, and 
all efforts to rekindle the flame proved abortive. We had to 
finish the play by the aid of a dozen tallow candles, hastily 
caught up from all quarters of the theatre. Thus ended my 
first appearance in Bristol The press, the following day, was 
loud m m]r praise, and I was convinced I had made • Vimb 
£»yoiu»U9 iBipc«i9iQ& OA lay a«4moe, 
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My 'second appearance was in Doriconrt, in tlie''Belle'g 
Stratagem;" rdj third, as Sir George Airy, in the Bcwy 
Body ,•" then Dick Dowlas, in the « Heir at Law," &c. &c. 

I was never better received by any audience before whom I 
have had the** honour of playing, than by the citizens of 
Bristol. Congratulated upon my Buoceas from all quarters, 
I looked forward to a pleasant winter season, but my sojourn 
with Mr. Macready was destined to prove of short duration. 

I received a letter from London, dated December 3d, 1819, 
informing me of the death of my beloved grandmother. Thia 
blow, although loDg expected, was a painful bereavement. 
Brought up under her eye, bom under her roof, and ac- 
customed to regard her with even more reverence than my 
own parents, it was but natural I should be anxious to pay 
the last mournful office of respect by being present at her 
funeraL I requested Mr. Macready's permission, which he 
had the brutality to withhold. I resolved at all hazards to 
go to London, and communicated to him my resolution ; his 
answer was in keeping with his previous refusal. He told me 
*' to go at my peril.*' / did ^q, and the breach of my engage* 
ment was the consequence. , 

I left Bristol on Thursday evening, and returned in the 
night coach on Saturday, ready to play Colonel Mannering on 
the Monday, for which I found myself announced. He re< 
fused to pay me a single shilling for the past' week, and when 
I expressed myself perfectly willing to leave the theatre, and 
abandon my engagement,, which was for the season, he insisted 
upon my giving him six weeks' notice. This I complied with, 
and imm^iately wrote to Messrs. Bennet & Hughes, of Exeter, 
from whom I received an offer of engagement, by the return 
of mail. No sooner was Macready acqainted with this fact, 
than he expressed a desire to retain me. At the expiration 
of the six weeks he insisted upon my remaining one week 
longer, to make up the time I had devoted to my domestic 
troubles, and for which he had already deprived me of a 
week's income. This it was impossible to comply with, and 
he retained a balance of five pounds sterling which he owed 
me, and which I never received, although, after my departure, 
feding somewhat adiamed of his conduct, he asserted publicly 
in the green-room that he had sent the money after me. ft 
might have been so, for I believe he was an honest man, but 
if such a letter was ever forwarded to Exeter it never came 
to hand. 

Notwithstanding the great cause I have to complain of Mr. 
Macready's conduct toward me, yet I learned more during my 
short stay in his company, of the practical part of my profet- 
rien, tlum any two years of past experience had afforded me. 
Ho iraa » atrict d]0QipU&aanaa--oii« of the beat inatraoton of 



actiQg I ever met, but a {lerfect oddity in his manner of im- 
parting that instruction.. Billy Lascellea, of whom manj 
singnlar anecdotes are related, was the only man who knew 
completely how to manage him. Many a ponnd note, in ad- 
dition to his re^ar salary, has he received for obligations 
conferred, by acting parts at short notice, when a sudden dis- 
charge of some member of the company, for real or supposed 
offence, had created a vacuum in the dramatis penonss of the 
play of the evening. 

One anecdote I will relate, before I bid him adien^ which 
will serve to illustrate his general character, and manner of 
transacting business. Hr. Parley and Mr. Garthwaite, sus- 
taining two characters in a play, in which it was necessary for 
both to wear their hats, Mr. Darley had neglected to take his 
on the stage, for which he forfeited both the actors, alleging 
that Mr* Darley had transgressed the rules of the theatre 
by appearing on the stage improperly dressed, and that 
(j&rthwaite deserved to be forfeited, for not laying his hat 
aside, and thns exposing to the audience the fault of his 
companion. To this act of injustice Garthwaite refused to 
submit, and actually left the theatre. He was engaged from 
the York Theatre some time afterwards, but refused to treat 
with Macready tmtil he consented to return the forfeit, and 
acknowledge himself in error; not a very difficult matter to 
effect, for once convinced he was wrong, he was ever willing 
to make reparation. 

While in Bristol I first met 

Mr. WILLIAM MACREADY, 

a gentleman who deservedly ranks high, as one of the moet 
finished actors of the English stage. Indebted to nature for 
no personal requisite, but by laborious study, and love of his 
profession, attaining eminence. He is a poUshed scholar and 
a gentleman, although an irascible one. In the study of his 
profession, he possessed advantages, in the tuition of his 
frther, which must have made an actor of any young man 
possessing one-tenth of Macreadv's ability. Ko wonder, then, 
he rose so rapidly to fame, aided by such parts for originals as 
Gambia, Pesoara, Amnrath, and Lndovico, and surrounded 
by snch actors as Young, Charles Kemble, and Miss O'Neil^ 
to call forth all the powers of a cultivated mind. To Mr. 
Shiel'a tragedies he owes his present position ; and well did 
he repay the author for confiding to lus hands the daring vil- 
laina of his creation. 

On his first appearance at Co vent Garden Theatre, it 
wanted but one laugh to have turned all the labonied el^rti 
i>f the Mto into jidioi^e* Ha4 the tittering whloh cqib^ 



m^&Md on the fixrt ImoIi of tbapit, extended A littia fart]i«r« 
this i^tleman^ who justly prides himself on htving placed 
the plays of Shi^cspeare before his coantTymeii in thefi proper 
Ifarb, would have returned to the oountry a broken-hearted 
and rejected actor ! few men, like Yandenhofif, possessing iron 
nerve sufficient to encounter two failures, yet finally make 
good his position on the London stage. 

He acted with us bnt two nights, " Coriolanus*' and 
** Richard the Third/' By a singular chance, Kean played 
the same part at Bath on the same night, which, as I had 
seen Maoready play the part at Covent Garden, I took the 
opportunity of paying a visit to my friend - Meadows, for the 
purpose of witnessing. At Bath I was introduced to Mr. 
Woulds, Mr. Rowbotham, Mr. Oonway and Mr. Paul Bedford, 
and many pleasant hours we spent together. 

In the month of January, 1820, 1 started from Bristol, in a 
snow storm, on my journey to Exeter, where I arrived in 
safety, and found myself underlined for Bover, on Wednesday 
evening ; but I found the whole city in a state of oommotioii, 
in ooDsequenoe of the death of the Duke of Kent, (the &ther 
of Queen Victoria,) for whose reception a box h^ been splen- 
didly fitted up at the theatre, which he was to have visited 
on Monday evening. By the advice of the mayor, the theatre 
was closed for one week, as a mark of respect to the memory 
of the royal dnke. Thus, the managers not only lost the 
profits of an overflowing house, but the actors lost their 
week's salary ; this was the first stumbling block in this most 
unlucky of unlucky seasons. 

On the following Monday I opened in Bover. The company 
oonsiated of Mr. Bennett and Mr. Hughes, (the managers,) 
Mr. Harvey, Mr. W. H. Bennett, Mr. Dawson, Mr. J. Dawson, 
Mr. Butler, Mr. J. Salter, Mr. Libby, Mr. Harris, Mr. Southey, 
(brother to the poet laureate of England,) Mr^ Hughes, Mrs. 
Bennett, Mrs. Dawson, Mrs. Harvey, and, shortly aiterwards^ 
Miss LMgfa. My first appearance was pronounced most satis- 
fisctory, both to the audience and the managers ; but fortune 
treated us moat seurvily. Scarcely had I played one week 
before the death of the King, (George the Third,) again dosed 
the theatre, during a general mourning of three weeks. 

The managers devoted this forced vacation to the produc- 
tion of the boiletta of *' Rochester," which had been so suo- 
eessful in London, at the Olympic Theatre, under the direction 
ot Mr. EUiston. This piece was furnished with new and ap- 
propriate scenery, dresses and properties, was well rehearsed, 
and placed before the audience in a style of perfection not 
often witnessed in a provincial theatre.' The house was 
crowded on the first representation, and the suocess peifsot. 
^iftg the Moond peaafonnaneeb abonj; one o'elonk in the mom^ 
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iag, I was aroiued by a yiolent knocking at my bed-room 
door, and a request from lir. Bennett, who was much afflicted 
with aathmay tor God's sake to take the key and run as fast ai 
possible to the t\xea,tre^which was on fire. I was the first 
actor who reached the spot, just in time to see the roof fall 
in : all hope of rescuing any thing from the theatre, was at 
an end. By great exertions the flames were prevented from 
spreading devastation aU around. The morning dawned on a 
heap of smouldering ruinsy and a company of actors out of 
employment. This was the first theatro I ever had the miE* 
fortune to belong to which was destroyed by fire, although 
conflagrations, during my career, have been very numerous. 

The people of Exeter, with a praiseworthy spirit, set on foot 
a subscription for the relief of the actors, and in less than forty- 
eight hours a sum amounting to oiie hundred and seventy 
pounds was received, which was distributed among those actors 
who had lost their theatrical property by this fatal occurrence. 

The directors of the Kew Assembly buildings, leading on to 
the Northemay, at that time only roofed in, granted the use 
of the building to Messrs. Bennet and Hughes, and by almost 
magical rap](|ity, we played in an entire new theatre on the 
following Monday. The scenery was brou$rht Irom the Dock 
(now Devonport) Theatre— the dresses for "Rochester," made 
up by the assistance of countless volunteers. We opened to 
a splendid house, and " Eochester*' had a most successful run. 
This misfortune occurred on the 5th of March, 1820. 

The managers were not insured, and consequently were 
heavy losers; but by exertions of the most indefatigable 
nature, they succeeded in having their theatre rebuilt, and 
opened on the 10th of January, in the following year, 1821. 
It is without exception the most beautiful theatre out of 
London. How the old building was destroyed must ever be 
matter of surmise, but it was generally attributed to the in- 
troduction of the gas. An immense chandelier was suspended 
from the centre of the dome, from which the audience part of 
the theatre was solely lighted ; the continued heat in so con- 
fined a space, was supposed to have produced spontaneous 
combustion ; the fire originated in the roof^ and cannot rea- 
sonably be attributed to any other source. 

This season was a most disastrous one to the actors, who 
lost six weeks* salary in four months. It is true the managers, 
also, had been great sufferers, but they possessed many 
resources — ^they had a theatre in Plymouth, another in Dock, 
besides Weymouth and Totness, and a theatre in the Isle of 
Guernsey; to any ^ one of which they could have repaired^ 
with an assurance of success. They preferred availing them- 
selves of the sympathy of the public of Exeter, warmly 
awakened ia their pehnlf, aadi bM no ovm to wmplMD. iH 
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the teMt, their leoeipts haTing exceeded their meet flangnine 
expeotations, It was with feelinga of Borpriae, therefore, we 
saw a notice poated in the green>room, that the salaries would 
be reduced daring the ensuing season at Plymouth. 

This proposition, under the circumstances, was illiberal and 
unjust. Theactorshadbome patienUy the deprivations of 
the season, which had curtailed more than one-third of their 
ineome—they had, one and all, strenuously contributed to the 
completion of the temporary theatre, so fortunately thrown in 
their way— the managers had reaped a rich harvest from those 
exertions, and the reward of the actor was to be a permanent 
reduction of his salary during the whole season, at Plymouth, 
and Dock, (Devonport,) — a most ungenerous and ill-timed 
parsimony, which I, for dne, determined not to submit to. 

A meeting of the company was called, to take into con- 
uderation this proposition of the managers, at which I offered 
a resolution, thiat rather than submit to the terms offered, we 
should form a strolling expedition, on our own account, or 
take the Plymouth Theatre on our own reeponcdbility, as a 
eommonwealth, paying the managers such a rent for the use 
of their property as miffht be agreed on between us. This last 
proposition was rejected by Messrs. Bonnet and Hughes, and 
the altematiye presented, to accept their terms or close the 
theatre altogether, until the summer season at Weymouth, 

I now offered to advance forty pounds sterling, without any 
consideration but the re-payment of the money at the first 
moment the treasury should contain as much over the current 
expenses, for the strolling expedition. This plan was orga* 
nixed by myself, Mr. Dawson, Mr. J. Dawson, and Mr. Butler, 
who seceded ttom the theatre, taking with us Mr. and Mrs. 
Southey, Miss Leigh, Mrs. Dawson, Mr. Harris, and Mr. 
libby, adding Miss Xi. Leieh, and Mr. and Mrs. Osbaldistone. 
I am sure the latter gentleman then never dreamt of beimK 
the lessee of the Theatre Boyal, Covent Garden, London, or F. 
0. Wemyss of being manager of the Chesnut street Theatre, 
Philadelphia, when we entered our first managerial speoalft> 
tion, into which we were driven more by neoeasi^ than ohoioe. 
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CHAPTER VII 

Rural Wanderliigfs. Castle of Launceflton. Great Torriiigtoii. Liskeaxd. 
Plymouth. Letter from an Aged Relative. Booth and Clara Fisher. 
First Oiler of a London Engagement. Robert Gore Elliston^ the Napo- 
leon of the Drama. All at Coventry. Aeton In Durance. Pageant 
of the Coronation. Politics Intermpting Pleasure. Wigan. Ameri- 
can Engagement all Imt Abandoned. Fiiat Staning Expedition. Pre* 
parationa for a Loi^g Voyage. 

Wv oommenced oar new arrancreiaeiit at Qre»t Torrington, in 
DeT<mahire, a very pretty romiMitic Uttle town, al])oat thirty 
miles from Exeter. Our plan waa to pay one pound rtwrling 
par woek to otH^h indiyidut^, tbe •Terpl98 to ha appropriated 
to a general ^d. to provide against raveiaea. Mr. Wemyii^ 
Mr. Butler, ^. 0»baldi8ton^ and Mr. }> Bavson, were ap* 
pointed manageia— one of tha ^nr to l^ve sola and undivided 
control of tlko af airs of the oDmpany« altarnately, in ea^h town 
wa might visit. Wo oaat lots for preoeden<nr, and it fall to my 
lot to oommenoa ; consequently, J had all the trouble of orga- 
nising oiur newaoheme- The scenery waa really handsome; 
we hired a tolerable wardrobe from Mr. Libby, and started, 
at the close of the Sxeter season, wdl equipped. 

In Great Torrington, I first wielded the theaiorioal soeptre, 
over a small but very merry and contented set of suljects. 
Wc remained in Torrington three months, at the expiration 
of which, we had neither added to nor diminished our funds : 
we paid our way, and no more. Having secured the waggons 
to transport our baggage to Lisl^card, in Oomwall, according 
to agreement, I surrendered the power into the hands of Mr. 
James Dawsen, who was to be our next governor, as the acton 
facetiously termed us. 

J. Dawson, Butler, and myself, started to walk to Lann- 
ceston, where we intended to sleep, and proceed leisurely the 
next day to Liskeard, the Oomuh mouataus and aoeneiy 
rendering this mode of travelUng preferable to riding; but it 
was so long since I had indulged my walking propensities that 
I soon regretted the cross-road we were travelling. Before I 
had proceeded two-thirds of the distance, I found myself un- 
equal to the task, and was glad to avail myself of a conyey- 
ance, for a few miles, in a lime cart, which 'overtook us, in 
which I enjoyed two hours as sound sleep as ever fell to the 
lot of a tired mortal. Dearly, howeyer, did I pay for this 
luxury; a drizzling rain, denominated a Scotch mist, had 
been falling during a portion of the time, which, saturating 
my coat with unslacked lime, literally burnt it off my back, 
and left me^ on my axzival at Launoenton^ nwiws that predous 
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miBfortime was goon replaced, altUoiigh it caused many « 
laugh at my ezpense, in Liakeard. 

Whether it was that 1 was tired with our expedition, and 
thought the goal reached, gave me a favoxirable impression of 
the town, I am not prepared to say, but I think IJaunceston, 
with its old fashioned and mined castle, the most beantifal 
and picturesque place I ever saw, surpasalng Bichmond, in 
Yorkshire, for beauty of situation. Tired as we were, we 
rambled about for three or four hoursi, and were really loth to 
leaye the place, which we did, having fully determined to 
visit it professionally at the first opportunity. 

While in Liskeard, in answer to a letter wherein J had re- 
capitulated the sad mishap of my wearing apparel, I received 
the following from my grand&ther; so chmoteristio of the 
sprightly humour of an old gentleman in his seventieth jw, 
tnat I must give it an honourable place in these recoUeotioiui. 

(copy.) 

LOMMMI, Augut ffd, 1810. 
^ J>mUL FiUm 8 

" The best answer to your meUncboly letter if the endoaed 101. 
tenk post bilL You thall not he loet while I have • shot in the lodtm 
for lOL, and you shall still have the SO/, in October> when you write tag 
it ; for how the devil can the service, if we withhold the supplies, go on; 
and I should be very loth to let my lord duke go to bed supperless. 

" These little, and sometimes greater disasters too, oft happen to gentle- 
men of the sock and buskin. 

" Mr. and Mrs. Abbot are well, but at the country house— will not see 
your letter until evening, and I was loth you should wait another day for 
the needftiL Uncle George joins in love, and I remain, 

" Your aflbcdonate grsndlsther, 

(Signed) Tnoius Conitnrxy." 

Ma. F&AIICIS COVBTHBT WSKTSS. 

InLiakeard we remained live weeks, under the management 
of Hr. }, Dawson, and added a few pounds to our common 
stock: we then made an arrangement with Bennett and 
Hughes for the Plymouth and Dock Theatres, where we passed 
the winter of 1820. Batler was the manager here, but was 
too lazy and indolent to attend to the duties of his position. 
He requested me to officiate for him, for which he was to give 
me as handsonle a suit of clothes as I chose to order. 

In Plymouth I met Mr. Booth and Miss Clara Fisher, (then 
a chUd of seven years of age, and a most extraordinary instance 
of precocious dramatic ttdent,) to both of whom I was under 
obligations for their liberal conduct, particularly the former, 
^hom I had met previously i^t Harrogate. 

Pl^oath ftAd thokt Mmn^ti onljr two sules distaat« h^vs 
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eaoh tli^ own pacaliar audience. The Plymeuth Theatre 
enjoys the privilege of a patent, is elegantly built, and as 
oapaoioQS as Drary Lane, or Covent Oturden, being capable 
of containing, at country prices of admission, from three to 
four hundred pounds sterling, yet rarely yielding in its 
nightly receipts more than thirty pounds, and not unfre- 
quently fidling below five pounds. From its size and beauty, 
and being sok seldom filled, it had, at the time I spei^ 
of, acquired tne significant title of the Theatre qf splendid 
misery. The Dock Theatre, on the other hand, is one of the 
most inconvenient in England ; but for the fact of possessing a 
regularly built stage, and an excellent stock of good scenery, 
it is a more like a country bam furnished up for theatrical 
representation, than a theatre situated in a large and flourish- 
ing town. When full, it will hold about eighty pounds ster- 
ling ; but throughout a long season you can calculate upon an 
average of twenty, the inhabitants being partial to theatrical 
amusement, and having the garrison and dockyards to assist 
in filUng the house. 

Here both Mr. Booth and Clara Fisher played to good houses 
in comparison to their receipts at Plymouth, and by a strange 
perversion of taste, the inhabitants of Plymouth would ride 
over to this inconvenient theatre to see a play, when their 
own palace, with the same attraction, would be utterly de- 
serted. 

In Plymouth and Dock we passed four months very agree- 
ably, Osbaldistone alone contriving to make himself and others 
as uncomfortable as possible. Fortunately, his power to do 
injury was very limited, and finally fell entirely upon his own 
shoulders. 

It was in Plymouth I received the first offer of a London 
engagement, from no less a personage than 

Ma. BOBEKT £LL1ST0N, 

the Napoleon of the drama, of whom it has been jostly said, if 
thrown overboard, in rags, from one side of a ship, he would 
appear before his tormentors could turn round, upon the 
other side of the deck dressed as a gentleman, ready to begin 
the world again ; who, as the manager of a minor theatre, led 
the town captive, daily infringing the rights of the patentees 
of the Boyal theatre, with impunity, and who as the lessee of 
a patented theatre, forthwith brought civil actions against 
the minor theatres for infringing his righU; the favourite 
of the public by whom he was spoiled ; honoured by the 
smiles of royalty, until on one occasion at least, he actually 
imagined himself a king— in representing the character i»f 
George the Fourth, iu the pageant of the ooxonation respond- 
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ing to the ftpplAtue of hii andienoe by the empbatic pluMo of 
** Bltti you, my people*' 

One of the beet acton on the London stage, decidedly in 
talent, the most versatile of those by whom he was snrronnded, 
crowning the play of the Iron Chest with that sacoess, which 
has made it keep possession of the stage, by his excellent acting 
in a part in which John Kemble, with aU his popnlarity, had 
failed, although written expressly for him by Golman the 
yonnger — whose merry langh and qaizzieal expression of coun- 
tenance in comedy, would force a stone to launch with him ; 
whose Imown powers of guiding the unruly passions of the 
most offended audience, has never been equalled by manager 
or actor ; to whom no man could talk without being persuaded, 
against his reason and his will, that he was wrong. The well 
authenticated anecdotes of Elliston would fill a volume, from 
the perusal of which no one would rise fatigued. 

An offer from such a man, for which I was indebted to Mr. 
Hunden was not to be slighted, or an opening at Dmry Lane 
Theatre, of which he was lessee, thrown aside without due de- 
liberation. The great desideratum of my hopes and fears was 
within my reach ; once lost, the opportunity might not readily 
ooour again ; I therefore resigned into the han£ of the Messrs 
Dawson all my right and title to the occupation of the theatres 
in Plymouth, Dock, Liskeard, Bodmin, Penzance, Truro, and 
Falmouth, laid down the managerial truncheon, and departed 
for London ftdl of anticipated honours. On my arrival I found 
the situation for which my services were required, so many 
degrees below the object my ambition aimed at, that I at once 
declined it, and not even the wishes of Mr. Mnnden, that I 
should play any character of my own selection for his benefit, 
which was shortly to take place, could induce me to abide such 
a result. I concluded an engagement with Mr. Elliston as a 
member of his country theatres at Coventry, Leamington, Spa, 
Northampton, &c., &c., where I spent a delightfdl summer. 

Previous to my departure I acted Sponge, in the burletta 
of Where Shall I Dine, at the Adelphi theatre, for my friend 
Wilkinson's benefit, in fulfilment of a promise, made when we 
were together in Lincoln, from which I could not recede, so 
that I made my first bow before a London audience on Mon- 
day, April 2nd, 1821. I was loudly applauded thoughout the 
whole of this, performance, receiving no less than three dif- 
ferent offers of engagements before I left the theatre that 
evening, all of which I refused, having suddenly taken up a 
whim to visit the United States of America. 

At Coventry, where I first played under EUiston's banner, I 
met my old ftiend Meadows. Mr. S. Penley, of Drury Lane, 
was the manager, and a more gentlemanly young man, or one 
ciam(te^to <m«ilMe t)i9 goodwill of ncompany of 
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of Mr. S. Penley, Mr. Meadows. Mr. Wemffl, Mr. Fanell, 
/th« Ittte manager of the Pavilion theatte. White-chapel) Mr. 
jfontagae Penley, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Julian, Mr. Manford, 
Mr. Kent, Mr. Shakdpeare, (this gentleman was the laet re- 
maining descendant of the immortal poet, consequently a 
great lion,) Mr. Cleaver, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. Edwin, (of Drury 
Lane,) Miss Turner, Mrs. Taylor^ Mrs. Hughes, Miss Davis, 
and Miss Brown. 

Meadows and myself lived in the same house, and were 
companions on all occasions. The summer of 1821 was a 
series of delightful jaunts to Warwick, Birmingham, North- 
ampton, Weadon, A^., fee. During the season at Leamingt<Hi 
Spa, we acted every Wednesday night at Coventry, on whieh 
occasion the manager provided vehicles for our conveyance, 
then well known at Spa as pleasure cars : six were generally 
crammed into each, and we returned after the play to Lea- 
viiagton. During these excursions, we usually ^turbed the 
good people of the village of Eenilworth about one o'clock in 
the morning, by singing God save the King, in full ehorus, in 
honour, as we were pleased to say, of the revels of the Bid 
of Leicester to Queen Elizabeth. 

Everybody acquainted with English theatricals is aware, 
that by law, actors and actresses playing without a licence, 
are liable to be apprehended as sturdy vagrants aad vagabonds, 
and as such, committed to the house of correction. Some 
squabbling having taken place between Mr. Elliston and the 
magistrates of Coventry, in which the latter felt themselves 
insulted by the dignified patentee of the Theatre Royal, 
Drury Lane, they resolved upon avenging their wrongs upon 
the unconscious actors. And on our arrival from Leamington, 
while dressing for the play of Venice Preserved, a gentleman 
with a red collar stUd cuffs to his coat, usually known as a po- 
lice officer, walked into the room, and informed us in the most 
polite manner, that we were his prisoners ; that none of us 
must leave the building, until the return of Mr. Penley, 
who was forthwith summoned before the mayor. We enjoyed 
this joke highly, feeling really disappointed, when Penley re- 
turned, after an absence of an hour and a half, and informed 
us everything wm amicably arranged. Had we have been 
committed to prison, as threatened, it would have created a 
sensation in the profession throughout the country, and in all 
probability have made the fortune of more than one of our 
community, who, whatever might have been the opinion of 
the public as to their merit as players, were universally re- 
spected for their deportmeiit off the stage. 

The curtain rose aboiEtt half past nine o'dook to a much 
belslarlmw tluA w#«hoiM have bad, if no ezdteme&t IumI 
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Thfa ^eUpna Mose <mt of iht qae«t;h>a of the terminfttion 
of Che lioduse, the managet construing hU right to play sixty 
nights, when and how ho pleaded, dniimg one calendar year, • 
wMle the magistrates inaiated that the sixty nights, to whidi 
the license extended, moBt be played consecutively, excluding 
only the dabbftith-day, which they contended was the meaning 
of the act of F^riialnent, atid in accordance wil^ this decision 
we dosed the Theatre. 

The first time I acted with Mr. Ellistou was in Coventry, 
the part of Snnui Sn the Dramatist, on which occasion he was 
pleased to compliment me very highly, and renewed the old 
offer to play the following season at Druty Lane. However, I 
could not foiget that he had tried to persuade me at our first 
interview, that Willoughby in this same play was an appro- . 
priate part to make a debfit before a London audience. What 
a difference between the Mr. Elliston, manager of a countir 
llieatre, and the same gentleman, lessee of the Theatre Boyal, 
Drury Lane. In the former character he was a delightful 
oonapanion, promoting ftm and frolic, joining in it heart and 
soul, the merriest among the merry, idolized by the actors, 
who, a6<nistomed to this familiarity, on a visit to London, 
ventured sometimes to address him as an old companion, but 
were sure to meet the cold and haughty shoulder, which 
plainiy said, '* 1 am ast^mished at your impertinence : do you 
Know to whom you are speaking) ke^ your distance — here; 
I know you not." 

Dozing the summer of 1821, took t^acethe coronation of 
George the Fourth, as King of England, a spectacle which 
brought together the rich, the noble, and the talented, firom 
every quarter of the globe ; an event which had not occurred 
for better tilian half a centuty before, which was celebrated 
in a style of gorgeous splendour, recalling the days of chivalry 
and tournament, the nobility of England vying with the 
representirtaTes of royalty 'throughout Europe, and eclipsing 
numy of them in extravaigant display of unbounded wealth. 

This august ceremony was afterward given in mimic display 
by Elliston, at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. The '' &c 
fdmile'* of the original received the approbation of the citizens 
of London and Westminster, the King himself condescending 
to Yisit the theatre, during the representation, of course stamp- 
ing it with fashion. It was, in fact, as perfect as such a repre« 
aentalaon could possibly be. 

The manager having reaped a golden harvest in London, 
wisely resolved, at the dose of the season, to represent this 
magniftoent scene '(^ooghout the provincial theatres, com- 
neneiiig k^ KorthMDptoi to ifiUehplMelre wworomttoned. 
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where, under the direction of Hr. Lee, formerly the stage 
manager of the Adelphi Theatre, (onder Bodwell and Jones,) 
— wbo has immortalised his name in the annals of theatricals, 
by his exqnisite performance of Mnddle, in tHe burletta of 
Rochester. It was produced, with all the requisite properties 
and dresses, Mr. S. Penley personating the King; Mr. 
Montague Penley, Prince Leopold; Mr. Wemyss, Lord 
Castlereagh ; the two last named dressed in the full order of 
the Garter. Every gentleman in the theatre was required to 
personate not only one, but, in some instances, half a dozen 
characters. I have only particularised those who, speaking 
theatrically, could not double, the costliness of their costume, 
which required at least half an hour to adjust properly, pre- 
venting the possibility of a rapid change of dress. The 
procession, in passing, occupied at least three quarters of an 
hour. 

Li Northampton, everything passed off with great ed&t, and 
is remembered by those who witnessed it, as the most delightful 
theatrical representation ever seen. The champion and the 
processioh accompanying the King into the Dody of the 
cathedral, passing through the very centre of the audience, 
had a magical and grand appearance. 

From Northampton we proceeded to Coventry, decidedly at 
that time one of the most radical towns in England. Here 
the actors had to endure the groans and hisses of the audience, 
as the representatives of those persons politically offensive to 
the spectators. The procession was a scene of tumult, each 
character being received with tumultuous applause, or with 
hissses, cat-calls, and other deafening noise. I, as Lord 
Castlereagh, was the first obnoxious person who made hu 
appearance. From the moment I placed my foot upon the 
stage, until the last page supporting my train disappeared, it 
was one cry of " Shame ! shame I** *' Off I off I" " Queen !" 
"Queen!" "Who sold his country?' "Hal" "Offl" '*Qo 
along !" mingled with hisses and groans. This ceremony gane- 
rally occupied about two minutes. The Duke of York 
followed me, and the clumge from hissing and hooting, to 
applauding and huzzaing, was wonderful. The next who 
incurred their displeasure were the King's Attorney •General 
and the Judges. Prince Leopold was favourably received ; but 
for his Majeslnr, it was reserved to try the strength of the par- 
ties. Here the row generally terminated in a fight between 
his Majesty*s loyal subjects and the admirers of the Queen, 
which lasted until the scene changed to the banquetting-hall. 
This was repeated on every representation; and when the last 
night arrived, I felt relieved from the most disagreeable task I 
ever had imposed upon me during my theatrical career. 

We retmae4 tp J^^rthfWiptQii jEor the letiifoPf wl^ ^^^ 
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Meadows left lUf, to make hia finft appearanoe at Coyent Garden 
Theatre, as Scrub, in the Beauz's Stratagem. 

In 19'orthampton, I received a letter from Mr. Miller, the 
ajBfent of Messrs. Warren and Wood, of Philadelphia, so nnsa^ 
tisfactorjr, that I abandoned all thoughts of pursuing th^ 
application in that quarter any further, notwithstanding I had 
refused London offers, in order to meet the wishes of my 
friends Hughes and Wilkinson, whose strong recommenda- 
tions in my fiskTour had opened the correspondence. 

The Leamington company was now disbanded, the London 
acton returning to their winter engagements in the metropolis, 
and the others wandering, no one knew whither. Among 
many good fellows this happy season introduced me to, 1 must 
not forget the leader of our orchestra, Paddy Day. Many a 
tedious hour was relieved by hia good fellowship. 

Mr. Howard, the manager of the Lancaster circuit, offered 
me an engagement, at a guinea and a half per week, to join 
him at Wigan, which I accepted, and once more turned my 
face towards the north. I opened with him in Tangent, in The 
Way to Get Married. 

My stay with Howard was unuimally short. However, the 
cause of separation was so truly laughable, it deserves to be 
recorded. Having to act Kenmure, in the Falls of Clyde 
— as that time a very popular niece in every country theatre 
— ^in the duel scene, in which Kenmure's being wounded, 
and supposed to be dead, turns the rest of the plot of the 
drama ; the pistols missed fire, and were again cocked with 
no better success. Another pair of pistols was furnished 
by the property man; this only added to our difficulty, 
as mine exploded; but not all the efforts of my adversary 
could induce his pistol to go off. Now, as I was to be 
killed and not him, the only option left was to fall without 
cause, or to lower the curtain and begin the scene again. We 
adopted the latter course ; for which, the manager in anger, 
made use of expressions both harsh and unnecessary. At laat 
1 cut the argument short by saying, ** If you please, Mr. 
Howard, you will accept my six weeks' notice and we will 
part." " Certainly, sir. You have only been rather too quick 
for me. I should have proposed the same thing at the close 
I of the performance, for your airs of grandeur are only fit for 

I Covent Garden or Drury Lane, and won't do for my theatre.^ 

During my six weeki* expiation, for an imintentional error, , 
with Howard, I received the following letter from Mr. Miller, 
whioh again directed my views to the United States of 
America : 
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(OOPT.) 

" I^ndon^ Feb. 25, I82f . 
" Djulb Sm :— . 

" I am fully authorised to conclude an engagement with you, and 
pHn inclined to think it would answer both yours and the managers' pui^ 
pose. Our friends, Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Hughes, speak in high terms 
of your abilities, and I am satisfied that their report is correct. Still, if it 
si likely I can have the pleasure of seeing you play in or near London 
within the next few weeks, I should be glad to do so. This, however, 
shall not stand in the way of an arrangement. Will you be good enough 
to say what you think of the terms offered to you in September last? If I 
reeolleot rightly, I made you a distinct and detailed offer. I cannot just 
now turn to Mr. Wood's letter, though I have it on my file, and he does 
not in his last letter recapitulate them. The new theatre opens on the 
first of December, so that we have plenty of time. I hope, and indeed feel 
assured, that you will make it extremely well worth your purpose. Hoping 
to hear from you shortly, I remain, dear sir. Yours truly, 

«'69, Fleet Street. <Signed) "John ^illbb.** 

Before the receipt of this letter, I had engaged to play six 
nights at Kirkham, with the manager of the Kendal theatre, 
(Mr. Cooper,) at the close of the season in Wigan. It was 
from Eirkham, therefore, on the 4th of April, 1822, that I 
finally agreed to the terms offered by the American managers, 
and began to prepare for my departure. In Ohorley, I again 
met my old friend Jack Emley, reduced to a mere shadow of 
bis former self, surrounded by a house full of noisy children, 
the complete picture of a strolling actor rapidly sinking into 
oblivion. I could scarcely believe that any man, possessing 
superior talent in the profession of his own choice, could have 
filtered himself to recede so far in the estimation of the 
public for want of energy*— the highest object of his ambition, 
being a pipe of tobacco and a pot of porter. So long as he 
oould command these without much trouble, he seemed .per- 
fectly indifferent to every thing around him; laughing as 
mernly, as if his pockets were lined with guineas, and he Igtad 
not a care in this world. He accompanied me as fiar as Prestbn, 
where he shook hands, and parted to meet no more. '' Qo^ 
bye, Jack." « God bless you, Frank, my boy, and send y<k 
safe across the herring pond," were the last words we ek< 
changed. He returned to Chorley, and I ^made the best < i 
my way to Eirkham. 

Here I met Mr. Cooper, who was anxiously expecting m y 
arrival. I opened in Vapid, in the Dramatist. Being ai e 
nounoed as the star of the company, I was of course receivett 
weU by the audience. The company was by no means a baa 
one, consisting of Mr. Cooper, (the manager,) Mr. Robson, Mn. 
Lardner, Mr. Lardner, jr., Mr. Egerton, Mr. Hall, MrL 
HutohtnsoD, Mr. Qoddftrd, Mwto ^t^nley, Sirs. Cooper, Mrs^ 
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Lardner, Mm Robson, Mrs. Ldrdner, jr., and Hn« AWb, 
(formepty Mrs. Stanley, of the New York Theatre). 

From Kirkham, I proceeded direct to London, to make the 
requisite preparations for the ToyafKe, which was to oommenoe 
a new era in my theatrical life. In the year 1822, it was a% 
difBcnlt matter to induce an actor to cross the Atlantic; and 
eren Mr. Miller, the agent of Warren and Wood, told me he 
conld scarcely calculate upon my departure until he saw me 
on hoard of the packet, althou£fh I assured him, that hayinr 
pledged my word, no offer on this side of the Atlantic conld 
induce me to stay, although they might expedite my return. 
Offer upon offer was made, and many urged eyen to rudeness, 
but without being able to shake my resolution — until it be- 
came a standing joke among those actors with whom I was 
upon terms of friendship, to ask whenever they met me, 
*' Well, Wemyss, when do you retire into banishment f 



CHAPTER Tin. 

ISzpeetationf of America. Windsor Theatre. Last Engagfement in Eng* 
land. Captain Sherburne, and the Ship Robert Edwards. Departure 
£rom EaglancL Arrival at New York. Yellow Fever. Park Theatre. 
Journey to Philadelphia. First Impressions of the Quaker City. The 
New Theatre in Chesnut Street Introduction to Messrs. Warren and 
Wood. 

HAYiKa deterknined to cross the Atlantic, my first care was 
to provide myself with a new stage wardrobe, determined, if 
I failed in the tJnited States of America, that it should not 
be for want of exertion on my own part. I expended on my 
outfit, three hundred pounds sterling* adding such of the 
dresses I then possessed, which I deemed sufficiently handsome. 
A better wardrobe, or of more general utility, no actor ever 
commenced an engagement with„ Tat I was not bsoyed up 
with any extravagant ideas of brilliant success ; my plain 
calculation was, having been considered a respectable actor 
in my own country, surrounded by competitors of every 
grade, I have a right to expect I may be considered something 
more than respectable in America, where numbers prevail 
not ; and such aid as external ornament could bestow, I was 
resolved to have. 

What could induce Mr. Wood to send to England for a 
light comedian, while he was himself sustaining all the prin- 
cipal parts, and in high estimation as an actor, with the 
public, I am at a loss to conjecture. Had I been in posses- 
sion of that secret before my departure, never should I have 
left England on suoh a Quixotic expedition. Expecting to 
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find fl dear field for exertion, whioh I was promised, I was 
willing to make the attempt; bat to sail three thousand 
xniles to oppose an established fayoorite, was an idea that 
never enter^ into my calcolation, and for which, I certainly 
^never would have abandoned my prospects in England, which 
appeared most favourable, during my American negociation. 

Fate ordained it otherwise; and many a bitter hour of 
regret 1 experienced during the first year of my engagement^ 
of which 1 shall speak in its proper place. 

Surrounded by offers on all sides, I accepted an engagement 
for six weeks, from Mr. Smith, the manager of the Windsor 
Theatre, where I could superintend my preparations, and 
attend to my theatrical duties at the same tujie. This was 
the last theatre I acted in, in England. 

During the season at Windsor 1 met with an accident, which 
had nearly kept me in England against my will, and in £sce 
of all my decliurations. In acting Corinthian Tom, in the 
Burletta of Tom and Jerry, I had one of my knees so twisted, 
as to render it doubtful whether I should be able to act for 
months ; however, I was determined it should be no trifle 
which should prevent the fulfilment of my engagement, whioh 
I subjoin. 

" Dkaa Sib, 

" I am flivoaied with your letter, dated Igt of May, and agxee« 
without hesitation, on the part of the proprietors of the Philadelphia 
Theatre, (Messrs. Warren and Wood,) to secure to you an engagement Ibr 
three years, at a salary of six guineas per week, with the accustomed bene- 
fits and adTsntages, on your engaging to play the light comedy of tfaa 
theatre, and being with Messrs. Wood and Warren by the first of December, 
18SS, the time fixed for opening their new theatre. Should you require a 
more formal and detailed agreement previous to your sailing, I engage to 
have it prepared and witnessed. 

*' I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 

(Signed) ''JonrMxLLu, 

(Agent to the Theatre*) 
" 69, Fleet^treet, London, May SSd, ISSS.** 

Every thing beinff ready for my departure, I secured a pas- 
sage in the ship Robert Edwards, from London to New York, 
there beinff no vessel in port whose destination was Phila- 
delphia. My baggage was placed on bourd, and I started for 
Portsmouth, to join the snip on her arrival at the Isle of 
Wight. 

On the 26th of September, 1822, 1 placed my foot upon her 
deck, where Captain Sherburne welcomed me on board, and 
on the foUowmg day, with a fair wind, we tripped our anchor, 
and I bade adieu to my native land. 

We had an agreeable, although a very long passage, arriving 
in ^ew York OA Saturdayi the X0th of l^oTomber. OAroaoh- 



Inff Bandy Hook, the fitdt InteDigenoQ wd reoeivod ffom the 
Pilot was Tory flattering to a foreigner ; it was simply thif-« 
* •'Gentlemen, I think yon had better not venture np to the 
city, the yellow fever rages there very badly." 

What a delightfnl reception, after a long voyage ; however, 
we did go np to the citv, and withont any evil effects, although 
the populous city of New York looked like a deserted village. 
The gloomy impression made on my first approach has never 
been totally obliterated; the words "infected district" will 
occur whenever I think of my arrival. I slept the first night 
at the Gourtland House ; but by the recommendation of Capt. 
Sherburne, removed the following morning to Niblo's Hotel, 

comer of William and street, where I remained until my 

departure for Philadelphia. 

On Saturday evening, myself and fellow passengers visited 
the Park Theatre, to see Matthews play Br. Ollapod, in the 
Poor Gentleman. The house was not crowded, and the play 
very indifferently acted, giving me a most unfavourable im- 
precision of the actors. It was certainly the worst company I 
Iiad ever seen in a metropolitan theatre. 

After the performance, I met my old friend Joe Cowell, who 
was attached to the theatre, having arrived in America only a 
few months before me. He afterwards became very popular, 
both in Kew York and Philadelphia. 

In his company I wandered through the streets of New 
York, visiting such places as he pointed out to me, and feeling 
aa only those can feel who, in a foreign country, meet a friond 
whom they know takes some interest in their welfare, relieving 
the horrible knowledge of being alone among multitudes. 

On Saturday, the 2Brd of November, 1822, I took my 
departwe from New York for Philadelphia, and by some un- 
accountable mistake got on board the wrong steamboat, so 
that, instead of proceeding to New Brunswick, I found myself 
with all my heavy baggage landed at Elizabethtown Point, 
with the prospect of remaining until Monday, or proceeding 
by a private conveyance to Trenton by land, and so endeavour 
to reach the boat before her departure from that place. I 
therefore hired a dearborn to convey me thither. At New 
Brunswick, the negro who drove informed me that one of his 
horses was so lame, it would be impossible to proceed before 
the morning. I ordered him to hire another, with which we 
proceeded to Kingston, where I arrived at two o'clock on Sun- 
day morning ; and finding it impossible to reach Trenton in 
time for the boat, I resolved to remain. This was the first 
country inn I had seen in America ; it is on the top of a hill, 
on the left hand side of the road coming frona New York — ^by 
whom kept I am ignorant to this day— but never was way- 
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faring paflsenger better treated ; etreryildng was as oleaa and 
comfortable as it was possible to be. I have seen a great 
many inns in my time, good, bad, and indifferent, bat never 
enjoyed myself more than on the present occasion. 

I slept Bonndly nntil ten o'clock, when I ordered breakfast, 
and an excellent one it was ; despatched the black man home, 
who had driven me from Blizabethtown ; concluded a bargain 
with the landlord, to convey me and my baggage to Phila- 
delphia that day, in an extra stage— so that I may say, I ar- 
rived in my earriase and tour in that city, on Sunday evenings 
the 24th of November, — this journey from New York having 
cost me nearly sixty dollars. 

At Judd% Hotel, in Third street, (now Congress Hall) where 
I alighted, quite an animated scene met my view ; the house 
was crowded in every part, travellers flocking from all quarters 
to witness the great race at Washington City, between Sir 
Charles and Eclipse, which ended in disappointment. This 
scene, from its novelty, was most agreeable to a stranger ; and 
although I had travelled over some very bad roads — ^that is, 
bad by comparison, for our English roads being so good, made 
the contrast more forcible ; I had reached my destination in 
time for the fulfilment of sll my engagements. 

My first impressions of Philadelphia were most favourable. 
There was something in the bustle of the hotel, which pleased 
me; the rush to the dinner table on the sound of the beU; 
the rapidity with which the ample provision disappeared from 
the table, really amused me. During my first dinner at 
Judd's Hotel, I shall record a circumstance at which I have 
laughed at least a hundred times, in presence of the gentie- 
man who caused my surprise. A high-minded and honourable 
youn^ man, from the State of Qeorgia, having indi^ged in 
potations deep of champagne, (which, bye-the-bye, at Ameri- 
can tables flows as freely as water,) was involved in some 
wordy quarrel at the upper end of the table, which he sad- 
denly terminated by rolling an apple with some force the foil 
length of the table, exclaiming at the same time, if anybodj 
wanted to fight, he has only to bring me that apple. There 
most have been from forty to fifty people seated in different 
knots, of four and five in each party, who only laughed at the 
sudden ebullition of feeling; nor would I have noted the oo- 
cnrrence, but to shame the host of travellers who, passing 
through America with railroad speed, retail these anecdotes 
as illustrative of the general character of the Americans ; all 
though in what they term the polite and polished cirdes of 
Paris and London, isolated cases, far more disgraceful than the 
present, occur daily without producing any remarks, except- 
ins from the party where the breach of good manners occurs. 

1 oame to America with aU the prejudioeB of an Snglish- 
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iiiui/-«-]iftT6 involved myself in many flcrapetindefenoe ef 
£nglandj which I never hear aBsailed without defending; bnt 
1 mive lived for upwards of twenty years among the Ameri- 
cans, and I do not think any inducement could prevail upon 
me, permanently to take up my abode in my native country ; 
yet it does not follow that I should sit quietly by and heai* 
England reviled for those very qualities which form the boast 
of a native American — namely : love for the land of their 
birth. And never do I hear an Englishman loudly denouncing 
his native land, that I do not quickly repeat the lines of the 
poet : 

** ■ ■■■■ — . For be it undentood. 
He left big country for his country's good.''«— Ahem ! 

But to return to Philadelphia^the cleanliness of its streets, 
their uniformity, the hurry of business at this time decidedly 
in her &vour, as compared to the lengthened visages of the 
dtizens of New York just emerging &om the scourge of the 
yellow fever, formed a pleasing contrast, reviving my spirits. 

The most striking object was the Bank of the United States, 
built in a prominent situation in Chesnut street, and in a 
very chaste style of architecture; the State House, from 
whose halls issued that declaration which severed from the 
English Crown, the brightest gem in her colonial possessions; 
the Museum, in the same building; the Academy of Fine 
Arts — all in Chesnut street— and last, not least, the Kew 
Theatfe then building in the same stree^ were viewed with 
different feelings of interest. 

The language spoken by all around ine, the na^ twang 
with which it was pronounced, alone revealing the secret that 
I was not in England, but making me feel a stranger in what 
I might otherwise have conceived to be the land of my fathers^ 
spoke to the feelings of the heart, pronouncing me to he the 
foreigner. 

I waited upon Mr. Warren at his house in Sansom street, 
leaving my card and a letter from his agent, Mr. Miller. He 
called at tiie hotel in the course of the day, and appointed the 
following morning, (Tuesday, the 26th of November,) to meet 
him at the theatre, where he would introduce me to his 
partner, Mr. Wood^ to whom he wished me to talk about 
matteiB of business, and most hospitably invited me to spend 
the evening in his society. 

I was very much pleased with the appearance of the Ohea- 
nut Street Theatre, then nearly completed ; its only eyesore 
in my estimation, being the cliandelier suspended from the 
dome, which by others, was considered its greatest beauty ; 
but the &te of the Exeter Theatre immediately occurred to 
my mind ; and ai^ott^er objeotipA to tlw mode Qf lighting the 



thMktrdi &/ thikt it ezpofidB. to riew that very poHiott wMeh 
BboQld be kept as mnch as pofldble in the shade, and vhicli 
has contributed more to the downfall of the drama, than all 
the other oanses pnt together ; I allude to the third ijer of 
boxes, where licentionsneEs prevails in its worst form. 

I was introduced to Mr. Wood, with wh^ose urbanity and 
apparent kindness I was more than pleased, and distinctly 
remember saying, among other foolish things in his praise, 
that he was the most perfect gentleman I had ever met in the 
profession. As regards outward appearance, I have had no 
reason to alter my opinion ; but if his conduct towards me, 
stripped of his specious manners, are to form his claim to that 
character, he must not choose me as his biographer ; yet I 
may well afford to forgive all his transgressions, in that he 
provided me with a wife. Had he kept me engaged in pro- 
fessional duty, in all probability I should never have thought 
of marrying ; and in this important event of a man's life, I, at 
least, never can regret my visit to America. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Opening of the New Theatre. List of the Company. Mr. Cooper. 
First Appearance in America. Reception. Newspaper Criticisms. 
James WaUack. His Address to the Baltimore Audience. Booth in 
America. Mathews* Convivial Parties. Marriage. Tom and 
Jerry. Stephen Price. First Appearance in Baltimore. Washington 
City. Return to Philadelphia. Season of 1823 and 1824. 

Thk theatre opened on Monday, the 2d of December, 1822, 
with a neat address, written, as the play-bills informed me, by 
Mr. Sprague, of Boston, and very well delivered by Mr. Wood. 
The play was. The School for Scandal, which was admirably 
%cteA— Warren playing Sir Peter Teazle; Wood^ Charleg 
Surface ; ff, Wallach, Joseph Surface ; Jeferson, Orabtree : 
Frandsy Sir Oliver Surface ; T. Jefferson^ Sir Benjamin Back- 
bite ; Hathwellf Bowley ; BurJse, Moses ; Barley, Careless; John, 
Jeffersofi, Trip ; Green, Snake ; Mrs. Wood, Lady Teazle; Mrs. 
La Folle, Lady Sneerwell ; Mrs, Francis, Mrs. Candour ; and 
Mrs, H, Wallach, Maria. 

Mrs. Wood was the. only person in the play with whom i 
was not perfectly satisfied ; although I afterwards became one 
of that lady's warmest admirers. As an actress, in smo<yth, 
level speaking, she had no equal on the American stage ; but 
she must forgive me for saying, I think her sister. Mm. 
Barley, would have been a much better representative of 
liady Teazle. 

TniB comedy was followed by the melo-draxna of the W^n- 



THXAJSICAX. BIOCOUJNSY^ fU^ 

dering Boji^ which was also Yery well performed, but did not 

■ ^w M O an exalted opinion c^ the talent of the artists, the 

)elng deddedly bad, and entirely ont of keeping. 

nanner in which these pieces were acted, conyinced 

i a harder task before me, to insure success, than I 

aerto suffered myself to suppose. The members of the 

ilphia company were veteran actors, who understood 

rofession, and whose exertions were duly appreciated 

discriminating audience. They consisted of— Messrs. 

a and Wood, the managers ; Mr. Henry Wallack, Mr. 

on, Mr. Burke, Mr. Francis, Mr. Wilson, Mr. T. Jeffer- 

(r. J. Jefferson, Mr. D. Johnston, Mr. Barclay, Mr. 

Mr. Wheatley, Mr. Hathwell, Mr. Parker, Mr. Bignall. 

iurray, Mr. Andes, Mr. Scrivener, and Mr. Lopeas, the 

>ter; Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Darley, Mrs. Entwistle, Mrs. H. 

xA jck, Mrs. La Folic, Mrs. Burke, Mrs. Francis, Mrs. Je& 

.^on, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Green, Mrs. Mur- 

^y. Miss Hathwell, Miss Parker, Miss L. Hathwell, Miss H. 

Hathwell ; to whom was now to be added, Mr. Wemys^ and 

before the end of the season, Mr. and Mrs. Mestayer and their 

family. 

With such an array of talent, every part was filled by an 
actor fully competent to sustain the reputation of the theatre ; 
and the unfavourable opinion I had formed of the state of the 
Drama, from the first play I witnessed in the city of Kew 
York, was converted into a feeling of gratification, at the 
Tegular manner in which the business of this theatre was 
conducted. 

It was agreed upon by Mr. Wood and myself, that I should 
make my first appearance as Yapid, in the Dramatist ; to be 
followed by Marplot, in the Busy Body; and Bover, in Wild 
Oats, but no night was fixed upon. I had stipulated for three 
parts, at the opening of mi engagement, to ensure a fidr 
hearing, and avail myself of the opportunity to make, if 
possible, a favourable impression upon the audience. Had I 
supposed the first part would have been the touchstone, I 
should have selected Marplot, which was decidedly at that time 
my best effort, and which 1 purposely reserved, either to 
to follow up a successful dehut, or to retrieve lost ground^ 



which I knew it would do, in case of failure. But my 
manager had determined I should not succeed, before I 
placed my foot upon the American stage — ^that is, if he could, 
by any means, prevent it. 

The first object of curiosity to me in the theatre was the 
announcement of 
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MK. THOMAS COOPER, 

ft name bright in the annals of theatrical fkme— at one time 
the pride and boast of the American stage — who has received 
more money from the public, and drawn more into the trea* 
sury of the theatre, than any actor of the present day — ^whose 
name, at the head of the play-bills, was the assurance of a 
well-filled house— whose style of declamation was held up as 
worthy of imitation, both by the pulpit and the bar—who 
has, in most inclement weather, travelled a hundred miles a 
day, over roads almost impassable — playing on alternate 
nights, in the cities of Few York and Philadelphia, to delighted 
audiences, until he was denominated "the flying actor"— 
whose haughty demeanour and rudeness, amounting almost to 
insult to his brother actors, rendered him an object of fear 
instead of admiration. 

As an actor in the Ti^our of his fame, he must have been 
one of the best of the Eemble school. It was not my good 
fortune to see him until he was in the wane ; but even then, 
his performance of Damon, in Damon and Pythias, was a 
masterpiece of art, which all who now perform the part on 
the American sta^e-^from Mr. E. Forrest to those of humble 
pretensions, have imitated as closely as possible. Carrying his 
energy iJmost to the verge of caricature, who, that has seen 
Mr. Cooper in this part, can forget the manner in which he 
receives from Lucullus the intimation of the death of his 
horse, upon whose swiftness of foot depended the life of his 
dear Men4, perilled by this act ; the perfect stupor which for 
an instant overcomes his whole frame, suddenly roused to 
frenzy by the ideal picture of the blood of Pythias flowing for 
him ; his stem resolution to sacrifice on the instant both him- 
self and the slave, who, from*afFection for his master, had 
wrought the ruin of his honour. Nothing on the stage — not 
even the third act of Othello, by Kean — ever surpassed this. 
It was painfully true to nature, equalled only by his delirious 
Joy when he arrives just in time to save his friend, and falls 
CMausted by his efforts at the foot of the scaffold,— receiving, 
instead of tumultuous applause, the tears of the audience. — 
This was the conception of a master-mind. Por my own part, 
after witnessing it, I always wished to leave the theatre, that 
nothing might break the charm for the evening. 

What a pity it is that great actors should remain upon the 
stage after they have outlived their reputation ; yet how few 
retire until old age has so impaired their faculties, that respect 
for what they have been, alone restrains an audience from open 
insult. Of iJl professions, the player contemned and despised, 
as he frequently is, posseaBOB no meanB of recording to posterity 
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tlM fadumpb of Ids art ; therefore, the reoollectian of hig taste 
aad beautjr should be at least preserved intact by the genenk* 
tion in which he flourishes. 

And here let me ask^ why an actor should not receive from 
society the honours due to talent 1 The physician, the bar- 
ris^, the clergyman, the soldier, are all received with the 
honour due to their occupation. The player, whose toil is 
equal, and whose task to gain eminence is more severe, is only 
received as a clever buffoon, tolerated, but not accepted in the 
bosom of society. It is true, the Kemble family form an 
exception to this general rule of exclusion ; but even they 
hold their position upon suffrance, not upon right. 

On the 6th of December, I first saw Hr. Cooper aeii 
Yirginius, which, in my humble opinion, was a failure. The 
play was so mutilated, that with difficulty 1 could recognise 
Bowles* Tragedy— « liberty no manager or actor should take^ 
unless to remove indecent language or illusion, which must 
mar any work. It matters not who the author may be ; the 
more celebrated the name, the more disgraceful the outrage : 
but for caprice, to mangle the work of an absent author, iSj 
to say the least of it, a most unfair proceeding. 

It wsfl not until I saw Mr. Cooper play Damon that I would 
admit his claim to rank as an actor ot the highest merit, not* 
withstaiiding his popularity; but after that performance, it 
required but little rhetoric to persuade me he was capable of 
any effort which could be required from a man of geniusy 
foeling that the reputation he enjoyed was justly merited. 

On Wednesday, the 11th of December, I made my first 
appearance in America^ as Vapid, in the dramatist. I was 
ever a fortunate fellow, on the first nigh^ before a strange 
aodienoe, and on this occasioD^ the most important to me in 
my theatrical life. Dame fortune was not inclined to let me 
off without some freak to annoy and disturb me. 

In the first scene of the second act, the house was suddenly 
filled with smoke, inducing a belief that the theatre was on 
fire, which oaused a simultaneous movement of alarm to« 
wards the doors, until Mr. Wood stepped forward and ex- 
plained from ^ence the smoke proceeded. This satisfied 
the audience, who resumed their seats ; but such an incident 
.in a fiist appearance in a foreign country, of whose manners 
I was totally ignorant, was calculated to shake firmer nerves 
^hanmime. 

Hswevar, all progpreased smoothly enough, and the soene be- 
tween liMd Scrateh, Lady Waitford, and Vapid, behind the 
sofa, was reoeived with both applause and genuine laughter^ 
which Mr. Warren's exoelleat acting as Lord Scratch, aided 
Tory much in pvodudng, and i left the stage with the ap« 
^tue of the w»iOAQ& UD^ptQg 9^ 
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Bat it was in the fourth act that the approbation of th« 
andienoe became bo dedded, that by the adTice of Mr. Warren, 
and elated by my own feelings, I aipreed to speak the Bpi- 
logne, which I had declined in the morning. I had canee to 
regret this conclnsion, as, passing through the ordeal of a five 
after-act play, a gentleman in the boxes, fekvonred me ?rith a 
smart hiss, (for pronouncing, as he said, the word girl like 
gal.) It was instantly drowned in applause ; but it gave to 
Hr. Wood the plea, of which he took such ungenerous advan- 
tage, lo declare to Mr. Miller that I was obnoxious to the au- 
dience. The fact, I have no wish to conceal ; it was the first 
and last hiss ever directed at me on the Philadelphia stage 
for years. Of the next, I shall have occasion to speak more 
in detail; the drcumstanoe is well known to every frequenter 
of the theatre, and the uproar it created had nearly been 
productive of serious consequence to others beside myself. 

I had no reason to complain of my reception. Mr. Warren 
congratulated me upon my success, and Francis who had wit- 
nessed the whole performance, assured me it was satisfactory 
to the audience. One thing is certain, whatever may have 
|>een the opinion of the public on the present oc<^ion, I was 
« better actor when I first played in Philadelphia, than I ever 
esteemed myself at a later period of my life, when established 
as an acknowledged favourite in the Ohesnut Street Theatre. 
That the performance of Yapid could not have been very bad, 
the proof is, that unknown to a single individual out of the 
theatre, it should have been received with sufficient approba- 
tion to call forth the congratulations of one of the managers 
who had sustained a principal part in the play. I will dwell 
no further upon ifi than to add the opinion of the press on the 
same character, on the 11th of December, 1822; and on the 
12th of April, 1826, during the whole of which period I was 
a member of the theatre, containing the best stock company 
ever assembled within its walls. 

Fnnn the Philadelphia Oasette, Dee. It, 1822. 

" New Theatre.^The houie was very refpecUhly attended laat evening, 
to witness the revival of ' The Dramatist, or Stop him who Can.' The 
only novelty presented in the dramiOii personce consisted of a Mr. 
Wemyss, who made his first appearance in the character of Vapid. Re- 
port had spoken in golden terms of his theatrical acquirements. That he 
possesses a great degree of merit as a young performer, will not be de- 
nied i but it is equally manifest, Arom his last night* s representation, that 
study, experience and practice, are to be superadded to his natural aooom- 
pUshments, before he can expect to tread the stage with great credit to 



" He appears to possess agreat flow of fine feelings and an eUsttdty of 
spirits, which, prudently marthigaled, may in a few years render him re- 
spectable in (he light md fiwhionable wslks Of tiw ItSge. 
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" His voice did not appear to have attained its proper pitch. This may 
be obviated when he becomes more familiar with the house. Upon the 
whole, with a suitable degree of application^ we consider he may become 
an acquisition of no inconsiderable value to our theatre. 

From the United States Gazette^ April 12, 1826. 

" • • • ♦. Vapid the Dramatist, was written for Lewis, as indeed, 
also, the principal character in each of his (Reynolds') comedies ; and it is 
said, the author, in drawing the portrait, sat for himself. Supported as it 
was by Mr. Wemyss, Mr. Rejrnolds could not have wished for a better re- 
presentative; if we are not mistaken, this gentleman made his first appear- 
ance in this city In the same part. We weU remember, however, of 
witnessing his enaction of Vapid about four years ago ; but the gxati. 
flcation we then experienced was considerably augmented by the 
improvement we discovered in the performance of it this evening. 
Whatever might have been the execution of Mr. Lewis, we feel convinced 
that Mr. Wemyss could not lose by comparison with him, were he now 
alive : he may be allowed to plume himself upon and consider it as a 
chief d'oeuvre. * * * * We cannot forbear mentioning the two scenes 
where Mr. Wemyss showed to so much advantange, that no one who saw 
Um could refirain from expressing their approbation of his excelloice. The 
first and second scene in the second act, when starting ftom his conceal- 
ment behind the sofa, he exclaimed — ''Prologue or Epilogue I"— ."I'm 
the man ?'*—." I'll write you both.'* To describe the expression of his 
countenance, his situation, the amazement, .not unmixed with horxor of 
Lord Scratch, and the confusion of Lady Waitfort, would be a subject 
fit for Hogarth, and the last scene of the fourth act. There were other 
parts where he was admirable ; but we may not stop to enumerate them, 
dismissing him by observing it was a iinished performance." 

These two opinions were written, the Jirst when I was 
perfectly unknown, and the last when I was anrronnded by 
mends and needed not the encomium of the press to debignate 
my position with the audience. It is scarcely possible, taking 
into consideration I was an actor of eight years' standing and 
repute before I came to the United States, that in four years 
after my arrival, there should have been so marked a difference 
in the performance of the same part, as to entitle me to such 
lavish praise, unless I had deserved a little more than I re- 
ceived at the hands of the first critic, considering also that I 
did not act the part more than four or five times oetween the 
first and last representation. 

From the 11th of December until the 18 th, myname was 
not mentioned in the play biUs. On the following Wednesday^ 
I was announced for Rover, in " Wild Oats," Mr. Cooper hav- 
ing played on all the intervening nights. This was giving a 
stranger a &ir field with a vengeance ; and 1 had di^overed 
the secret,— a most disagreeable one to me,--that no light 
oomedian was wanted ; but a walking gentleman was the only 

9 
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d^arimeiit in wfaieh t&it ezcdleitt c^ntijMttiy i^ ddltftet, 
and wiiich I detennined shonld ndver be filled by me. 

Althongli my third appearance Bhotild hate been in die 
play of the Busy Body, as Marplot, I found nmelf announced 
on the 2lBt of December, for Doucourty.and I heard no more 
of the play of the Busy Body, for many montiuf, when I agreed 
to act Sir George Airy^ to Hr. Wood's Marplot, which I found 
t« be a faronrite character of the manager. 

Of all the oharaeten in the yaried roond of the cbtlraa, 
Which a li|ht comedian may be called upon to a«iume, Dorl- 
court in the Belles Stratagem^ is decidedly the mdst diffi«iilt. 
Until an actor is firmly rooted in the good opinion of his au- 
dience, the necessity of extravagance in the assumed mad 
scene, and the fear of carrying that extravagance too far, in a 
ease where the actor and his audience are strangers to eae^ 
other, places the former in a most delicate situation ; yet this 
was selected by Mr. Wood for my third appearance. Fortun- 
ately^ the excellent tuition of Mr. Macready, in Bristol, had 
made me perfectly conversant with the businesB of the plsj, 
and enabled me to escape on this oceason the censure cf the 
audience, and even to carry off no small share of approbation. 

On the 23rd, I a^ain appeared as Colonel Freelove, in the 
Bay after the Wedding, to the Lady Elizabeth of Mrs. Tatnall, 
an actress of some little repute, but by no means equal either 
to Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Darley, or Mrs. Entwistle; but it was on the 
dSth I had to perform the most difficult task yet plaeed b^n 
me. A stranger in the city of Philadelphia, ia the fifth part 
I played was one entirely new to me, the words of which I had 
to commit to memory, and to appear before the pablio, in one 
of Mr. Wood's most popular characters, without the audience 
being apprised of the fact that it was a first attempt. Tbis 
was jPrmce Hal, in Shakspeare's play of Henir the Fourth. 
Cooper played Hotspur, and Warren, Falstaff. 1 endeavoiffed 
to avoid this, in vain ; Mr. Wood nas peremptory, and it iws 
my business to obey. I can at least say, I was perfect in the 
language, but it was a most execrdbU exhibition, and the apptenw 
I received was most undeserved. 

On the Ist of July, 1823, 1 played Hans Gayvelt, in Colman a 
play of the Law of Java, which, although well got up, was a 
failure, being played twice, and consigned to the "ToinbOT 
the Oapulets," notwithstanding it had the aid of Henry Wal- 
lock, Jefferson, and Warren, in the principal characters, ana 
the music very well snng, led by Mrs. Burke, at that timetae 
principal female vocalist in the United States, and an nnivertti 
favourite, aided by the other ladies and gentlemen of tne 
theatre. ^ -s^iu-f 

On the 17th of January, Mr. James Wallock a»^« *l2ff 
appearance in the new theatre as Rolla, in Piaarro, a ffl»»w^ 
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lod^oiM]/ ilk own* that coinpetition was vote detet: hewal 
at tfaat sime rery popular^ or I should rather iaj^ attraetiye. 
His |<^iilarity was nerer diminished, bat his attraction wore 
out ^Y>jn frequent repetition of the same characters. As a 
nuui^er^ h^ was thei>est qualified who erer assumed the reins 
of an American theatre, and the termination of his career^ by 
the burning of the National Theatre in Kew York, was a re- 
trograde movement, of twenty years at least, to the just taste 
for theatrical amusement, which his judicious arrangements in 
every department was fostering. 

He was not only popular as an actor, but as a man ; and his 
^dress to the audience at the Holiday Street Theatre, in 
Baltimore, in the* year 1835, was a just and manly rebuke, to 
that ridiculous custom of calling for a fayourite performer at 
the close of every engagement, to return thanks for patronage 
received, even in a failing engagement. I give it as copied in 
the " Yade Mecum/' of the 17th of October, from the BalU- 
more papers. 

" LIbibs and QmnTLBvaR,-— I appear before you at your call. 
I am unaccustomed to extemporaneous speaking; but how- 
ever reluctant I may usually be to address a public audienee, 
I am free to confess, that I never felt more embarrassment 
thim on the present occasion. I am but a plain man, and 
speak the words of truth, notwithstanding my profession 
leads me to assume the garb of fiction. If I were to tell you 
that I leave Baltimore gratified, I should tell you a lie — for, 
of the tea nights I have played in this city, this is the only 
audience 1 have had the pleasure of witnessing, and you have 
my sincere thanks for honouring my name by your\ appear- 
ance this evening. 1 am aware of the duties — of far more 
importance to you than my poor services — that have prevent- 
ed your honouring me with your attendance, which, other- 
wise, if I may be allowed to judge by the audience I have 
received in other cities, would, I doubt not, have been more 
generaJ. I therefore repeat, that I thank you most kindly for 
doing me the honour you have, by appearing here to-night ; 
and, with the hope that when I may come among you again, 
1 shall at least occasionally see such an audience as the one 
before me, I bid you farewell." 

Hr. Wallaok acted six nights by himself, and afterwards 
appeared with Mr. Cooper, in Yenice Preserved, Douglas, 
Othello, Julius Ceesar, King John, and Bule a Wife and Have 

a Wife, when he took his departure for the season, and shortly 

after returned to England. 
On the 16th of ^February, I had the pleasure of shaking 

liands with Mr. Booth, who was announced to appear as 

Bichard the Third, on the 17th. Alwm eooentrio in his 

mmMDli^iio (refUtonlyleft Bngland, iri«ho«« the plaoaof 
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hifl destination being known, and made his first appeanmcd 
in AmBrich, in Biohmond, Yir^nia— thns losing the aid of 
the press, in the eastern cities, in promnlgating his arrival 
and preparing the audience for the reception of a really great 
actor. Where he passed his time, protons to Eean's first 
Tisit, is unknown ; out he lost the opporlunity of first im« 
preBsion, by his delay, and had again, in the New World, to 
combat the charge of imitation — whereas, by using common 
prudence, he might have turned the similarity of size and 
style of acting between. Mr. Kean and himself to such advan- 
ti^e, before an American audience, (by securing that judgment 
in his favour which he subsequently obtained,) as to have 
made him a formidable rival to the great master of his art, 
on his first appearance in the United States. 

Unheralded as he was, with the recollection of Kean fresh 
on the minds of the audience, his first appearance in Phila* 
delphia was a fsdlure. The house was indifferently attended. 
Although the judgment of the few was in his favour, the 
million could not, at that time, be persuaded to see him. 
After a few nights' performance, the engagement was post- 
poned until after the appearance of 

Mb. CHARLES MATTHEWS. 

A more honourable or honoured name is not to be found in 
the catalogue of dramatic worth than the eccentric individual 
here named. A man, of whom the stage may justly feel 
proud— irreproachable in his private character, a giant in 
professional talent. Atlas-like, supporting, on his own shouldeis, 
the burden of entertaining an audience throughout tlie even- 
ing—it will scarcely be credited, that he was permitted to 
retire from the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, because his 
talents were considered too limited, being esteemed only as a 
mimic, not an actor. But, if his Sir Fretful Plagiary, in the 
Critic, and Morbleu, in Monsieur Tonson, be not considered 
acting of the highest grade, I have yet to learn what acting 
consists of. 

His asstimption of character in his monopologue, proved to 
the managers, when too late, the treasure they had lost. 

By his own exertions he succeeded in filling the English 
opera house, night after night, with the elit6 of London ; ac- 
quiring independence, and being perfectly independent of 
managers or actors, although always " At Home" 

A more nervous, irritable, fretful creature, never trod the 
stage. Inattention or loud talking by the audience would at 
any time overthrow his best escertions, and render him not 
only uncomfortable but really unliappy. 

In social intercourse he was a delightM ooapwuio&f ia< 
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Bpiting all around him with his own hilarity; tho life and 
spirit of any parity of which he was a member. Those who 
hare been amused by his droll caricatares upon the stage may 
form a slight idea of his power to add to the pleasure of a 
oonrivial party. * But even here ho would brook no rival : 
*' aiU Cceiary aut nullw,** appears to have been his motto both 
on and off the stage. If any one attempted to share with him 
the task of moving the risible faculties of his guests or com- 
panions, Matthews would yield at once the contest and become 
a silent observer. ^ 

In derision, it has been said, he was after all only a mimic. 
KoWy in what does acting consist but the j^ower of mimicry? 
The rapid changes of &ce, of voice, of manner, which Matthews 
poflseaewd in a pre-eminent degree, are the very claims of a 
comic actor to public favour, without which he can never hope 
to succeed. Then shame upon such slander, which had its 
origin in professional pique. Mr. Matthews was one of the 
be£ comedians belonging to the British stage — gainsay it 
who may. 

He made his first appearance on the Philadelphia stage, in 
the characters of Goldfinch and Morbleau,'on the 24th of 
Febmazy, 1823, playing a round of dramatic characters to the 
delight of crowded houses, before he favoured the audience 
with his " Trip to Paris," " Country Cousins," " Mail Coach 
Adventure," and his " Youthful Days." His benefit was the 
most' crowded house I ever witnessed in the Chesnut-street 
Theatre. 

A misreprssentation on the part of Mr. Wood to Mr. Price, 
manager of the Park Theatre, New York, respecting the charac- 
ter of Tom King, nrocured me an introduction to the private 
drde of Mr. Mattnews' friends, which rendered me his most 
intimate acquaintance during his residence in Philadelphia ; 
Mr. Warren, Mr. Burke and myself, being the only actors 
present at the delightful dinner parties which took place at 
Mr. Head's, in Washington Square. 

I afterwards partook of his hospitality at his cottage, near 
London, when he appeared much annoyed and hurt at the 
manner in which his " Trip to America" had been spoken of 
on this side of the Atlantic, declaring his resolution to visit 
the TJnited States again, for the purpose of presenting it to 
the American public. This he carried into effect ; and the 
ungenerous reception he met, although partially healed by 
acts of subsequent kindness, sunk deeply into his heart, and 
hurried him into the j>;rave, lamented by all his brother actors. 
Booth returned to finiuh hU engagement after the departure 
of Mr. Mattbews ; but the result wqb the same. The reason 
assigned for not visiting the theatre when he acted before was, 
every body was waiting to see Matthews. Now, every body 
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luid gpent iha momey ftppropriaied ia amnimninif^ tnd wm 
tired of the theatre ; Matthews had gone^ and the theatre vn$ 
no longer a place of faehionable resort. 

It was not nntil Booth played Hamlet, for the benefit of the 
Greek Fond, when he appeared before a large and &shionabIe 
audience, tbiat he began to be appreciated, and steadily in* 
creased in popnlaritj, until he became the greatest fsvourite 
in certain characters belonging to the American stage. He 
purchased a farm in Maiyland, near Baltimore, between 
which and his profession he was steadily employed—during 
the day selling produce in t^e market, and at night perform- 
ing the hero of one of Shakspeare's tragedies at the Holiday- 
street Theatre. 

Mr. Wood having quietly disposed of my pretensions, by 
good-naturedly pladng me upon the shelf— a term my theatri- 
cal readers will perfectly understand—- to be used when and 
how he pleased, 1 had so much time upon my hands, that for 
want of better employment I began to make love, remember- 
ing that a celebrated author had said, *' whenever doubts or 
fears perplex a man, the form of woman strikes upon his 
troubled spirit, like the rainbow stealing from the clouds, the 
type of beauty and the sign of hope." Like Bolando, in the 
Honey Moon, I resolved to marry; and on the 10th of April, 
1823, 1 was united to Miss Strembeck, the youngest daughter 
of the late worthy Sheriff of the city and county of Phi&del- 
phia. '' Sow dost thou, Benedict, the married Man*' 

Tom and Jerry, or Life in London, was produced in Phila* 
delphia, on the 25th of April; and to the success of tiiat 
compound of flash and folly, which turned fbr a time the 
hetm of the play-going communitv, both in lEnoland an<l 
America, am I indebted for the &vour with which I was 
hoiceforward received by the public. Corinthian Tom was 
the first part in which I had an opportunity of displaying my 
extensive wardrobe, of which I availed myself to the Imlest 
extent. From the complete success which crowned bur efforts 
in this piece, I nightly gained groimd ; and ultimately, no^ 
withstanding all oJSstades, I reached the object of my wkhe^ 
the unqualified approbation of a Philadelphia audience. 

The season dosed on the 30th of April, with a new play, 
and Tom and Jerry. What induced the managers to cut ShoH 
a piece which was cro.wding tho house nightly is a mystery, 
known, only to themselves ; however, the proprietors of the 
Circus, in Walnut-street, were indebted to them, for Cowell 
instantly produced it there, and played it without intermission 
to the close of his season ; so that Warren and Wood created 
a desire to see Tom and Jerry, for the benefit, not of themselves, 
but of Messra. Piioe and Simpson, who reaped a golden luu> 



Tattb wlule ire were plajing to miierable hotiaes in the caiay of 
Baltimore. 

Before bidding adieu to mj first season in Philadelphia, Mr. 
Price made me an offer for New York, which my engagement 
with Warren and Wood did not permit me to accept. 

At what time 

. ^ STEPHEN PRICE 

h#0ame o<»meoted with the stage, I am utterly ipioraat ; but 
it waa m the year 1823 that the success of Hattnews* engage- 
ment induced him toTorm, and carry into execution, the Dold 
idea oifam-mg, if I ma;^ be allowed the expression, the talent 
of those aotoro belonging to the London stage, which l^e 
thought might be made available in the Unit^ States, thus 
aoakiiig Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore pay for the 
amusement offered to the public in New York ; acquiring for 
himself in England the title of " Star Giver General to the 
United States/' and for the Park Theatre, the reputation of 
being the first in the country—- which, until this period had 
bflen claimed, and O'udging from the talent of the acton en- 
gaged at the two establishments), jostlj so by the Chesnut- 
street Theatre of Philadelphia, the critical acumen of whose 
audience was the severest ordeal the English stars had to 
encounter. 

To Mr. Price's exertions the Americans are indebted for the 
opportunity of witnessing the performance of Mr. Kean, Mr. 
Ifotthews, Mr. Maoready, Mr. Conway, Mr. Charles Kembl% 
Mr. Power, Mr. Wood, Mrs. Wood, Miss Fanny Eemble, Mias 
COwa Fisher, Madame Yestris, and Miss Ellen Tree, with a 
host of taJented artists of minor importance. 

He waft a Ion vwant, a glorious companion over a bottle *of 
ohampagno» wi excellent mend, a goocT manager, in business a 
man of nonour, although a strict disciplinarian. 

Alter direotinff for years with profit and success the destiny 

of the the^ares in the New World, he earried the war into 

Africa ; and boldlv seized the helm ef Prury Lane for one 

season, sustaining himself in London against all the odds that 

could be brought to bear upon him. But the speculation was 

j eventuaUy mmous to his fortune, but not his credit : the 

I honourable manner in which he paid the demands of his 

I creditors, with a legal discharge in his pocket, ought to have 

j aeoored him a better reception from his fellow-citiiens than he 

received in New York, upon his return to his native country. 

On the 8rd of Mi^, 1823, 1 left Philadelphia, accompanied 

by my wife, for the city of Baltimore: and on the Monday 

Islbviag^ <^e ()th of May,) opened as Yapid, in the Dramatist, 

a* the HoIiday-itMet Theatre. Theseaaon wasabadooe; no 
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uncommon ocoarronco in the city of monuments and churches.' 
Kotwithstanding the excitement of Tom and Jerry, which was 
excellently produced, the managers were unable to pay their 
salaries ; and although the actors agreed to receiye two-thirds 
of their nominal amount as payment in full/the managers 
were unable to keep the theatre open^ and we repaired to the 
city of Washington, where we remained nearly four months, 
during which time I received but six dollars per week ; yet I 
may say I was perfectiyhappy. In Baltimore and Washii^^n 
I spent the early days of a married life— generally the brightest 
of man^ career — ^therefore, the annoyance of the theatre was 
foigotten in the comforts of home. 

We returned to Baltimore in September ; and here it was, 
while smarting under breach of contract in a foreign country, 
I received a letter from England, containing the intelligence 
that Mr. Wood had written a most im£Btvourable account of 
my reception in America, condoling with me on the event, 
and strongly urging my immediate return at any sacrifice. 

This led to an angry interview ; and a correspondence, which 
terminated in a sort of compromise, in which the position I 
was to hold in the theatre was fully defined. I agreed to play 
many second rate characters, which, by the nature of my con- 
tract, 1 might have refused, but retained the power to reject 
any which I might deem derogatory. 

Here, let me do justice to Mr. Warren, who throughout this 
early contention, not only openly expressed his dissent to the 
course Mr. Wood was pursuing, but by his kindness endea- 
voured to soothe the wounded feelings of professional pride by 
acts of private hospitality ; and to his introduction am I in- 
. debted for the acquaintance of many of my best and warmest 
friends, both in Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

The company returned to Philadelphia, after a very unpro- 
fitable season in Baltimore, and opened in the former dty 
with the play of Henry the Fourth — Duff sustaining the part 
of Hotspur, and the Three Singles ; Mrs. Battersby, from the 
Park Theatre, New York, was also added to the company. On 
the first of January, 1824, the Bride of Abydos was produced, 
— Mr. Cooper sustaining the part of Selim, and Mrs. Duff the 
heroine. On the 7th of January, took place the benefit in 
aid of the Greek Fund; on which occasion Booth played 
Hamlet before a very crowded audience, who, for the first 
time, appreciated his talents as an actor. He returned to the 
city on the 16th of February, to fulfil an engagement which 
proved profitable to himself and the managers; and from 
that period he rapidly assumed the position of the best actor 
belonging to the American stage. 

On the 21st of January, Pearman made his first appearance 
as Count Belino, in the Devil's Bridge ; but it was not until 
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he pUydd Jo60flo,in Howard Payne's drama of Glari, that the 
aumence gave him credit for even mediocrity of talent ; oon- 
seqnently the houses were not well filled. 

De Camp also made his first bow in Philadelphia in the 
month of January, as Monsieur Morbleu ; but the recollection 
of Matthews was too fresh in the minds of the audience to 
allow a leaf of the bays, which this part entwined around his 
brow, to wither, and consequently De Camp was not received 
with much favour— he was used by the manager as a support 
to Pearman, but with indifferent success. 

On the 12th of March, a tragedy from the pen of James N. 
Barker, Esq., of Philadelphia, was produced, entitled, Super- 
stition. As this may be termed my first really original part, 
I will give the cast of the dramatis perBonse : Sir Begmald 
Egerton, Warren; George Egerton, Wemyss; Bavenworth, 
Darley; Walford, Wheatley; Oharles, Wood ; the Unknown, 
Doff; Judge, Greene; Ymagers, Hathwell, Jones, Bignall; 
Officers, Johnston, Murray, J. Westmayer; Isabella, Mrs. 
Wood; Mary, Mrs. Duff; Alice, Mrs. Durang; Lucy, Mrs. 
Greene. Tlus play was well acted and well received. But 
MTrs. Duff so far out acted Mrs. Wood, that the manager was 
careless about repeating a piece which added to the reputation 
of the former lady, at the expense of his wife, who, although 
a great favourite, did not happen to " hit" the part of Isabella, 
while Mrs. Buff made an impression on the audience which 
rendered her the heroine of the play. It was repeated a few 
nights afterwurds, and then thrown among thje MSS. of the 
library, to be forgotten. I have been surprised, that no 
manager ever rescued so good a play from oblivion. 

On the 30th of March I essayed my first benefit, choosing 
for the performance the melo-drama of Renilworth, and the 
farce of A Boland for an Oliver. 1 lost by this night about 
thirty dollars ; but many a thirty I afterwards received from 
the same source to balance the account. 

On the 24th of April, a star of no common magnitude 
appeared in the person of 

Mr. CONWAY, 

a gentleman possessing every personal requisite for an actor, 
whose unfortunate stature rendered him a victim to the press ; 
and although the cowardly assassin who was Motm to have 
stabbed his fame saved his person from the consequences of 
his baseness by falsehood, disavowing publicly in the green 
room the authorship of his own writings, yet the high-minded 
gentleman and scholar, whose wounded feelings could obtain 
no redress, retired in disgust from the pursuit of the profession 
V 5 
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to wliiidi ha did honour, and Mgnmed ike humbla Btati<m oC 
piompter, to ayoid— whkt — toll it not in Gath — ^publLsh it not 
in the streets of Ascalon— the ribaldry of a newspaper whose 
oolnmns were notorious for want of decency, and whose oircn« 
lation was upheld only by that love for reading scandal against 
our neighbours inherent in the human race, but from which 
we shrink intuitively when levelled at ourselves. 

Theodore Hook drove Mr. Conway from the stage, by his 
savage attacks in the John Bull. Mr. Price endeavonred to 
restore him to the position he felt he ought to hold ; but even 
in America the poisoned shaft had reached him. Although 
those who witnessed his perforinance, appreciated his taleiU ; 
yet he fiiiled to attract anything like a numerous audience, 
finally burying himself and his sorrows under the waves of 
the Atlaniio, by jumping overboard, on his passage from lil'ew 
York to Charleston, having evidently meditated this suidde^ 
when he put his foot upon the steamboat, which he had 
resolved should never bear him to the shore. Hia &te met 
universal commiseration from those who knew him best, and 
could appreciate the noble qualities of his nature. 

Ho muie his appearance m Philadelphia, as Hamlet; played 
an engagement of six nights by himself, and then in coi^unc- 
tion with Mr. Cooper. The theatre dosed on the 19th of 
May, with his benefit; Copper playing Brutua, in JuIiuB 
Cflfisar, and Conway, Marc Antony, in the play, and Frank 
Poppleton, in the farce of Too late for Dinner. 

During the season of 1828 and 1824, nothing oeoorred to 
disturb the harmony of the compromise commenced in Balti- 
more. I was fortunate enough to obtain Mr. BromWy, in 
Bimpson and Co., as an ori^nal part, and a lucky one it 
proved to me, paying the way for the dtuation I was shortly 
oeetmed to hold in the good graces of the audience; and so 
ended my second season in Phuadelphia. 



CHAPTER X. 

Building of the Chatham Theatre, New York. Sudden doie of the 
Chesnut Street Theatre. OffSsr tcom New York. Fint appearance 
in that City. Enterprise of Barrere. Henry Placide* Tlie Aetor a 
Broker. 

|i was during the spring of 1824 that Barrere commenced 
]|^diu^ the Chatham Garden Theatre, in New York, the fint 
of a hoit that followed^ prostrating the drama by Uie rapid 
increase of theatres, without audiences to support them; yet 
I must not be understood as casting censure on the ept^rprise 



ofHr.Biii!6fd* WhatlieiinderiiOQkyheoarriedthwiighwith 
judgmoiii; ; colleoting a company, worthy of the best days of 
the dzama in the United States, which he placed under the 
direction of Mr. Kilner, the manager of the Federal Street 
Theatre, in Boston. Among others, he encaged from the 
Philadelphia Theatre, Mr. and Mrs. H. Wallack, Mr. and Mrs. 
Burke, and Mr. John Jefferson, thus breaking into the sum- 
mer arrangements of our Theatre ; and by withdrawing much 
«f the talent of the comi^any, compelling the managers to an- 
nounce their determination of abandoning the season at Bal- 
timore, altogether. Thus I found myself out of employment, 
without the power of obtaining it, unsanctioned by Messrs. 
Warren and Wood. 

The rules of the theatre would not admit of my acting else- 
where during my engagement, which was for three years* 
from the lat of December, 1822 ; but was likely to be reduced 
one hal^ by the continued closing of seasons, without any 
urgent necessity for such a couise^ 

A diplomatic correspondence, if I may be allowed the use of 
such a term, commenced on the 8th of July, between Mr« 
Wood and myself, (to enable me to accept an offer, made by 
Messrs. Fisher and Jones, to act a few nights at YauxhaU 
Qurdens, for which they offered me ten doUars a night,) the 
cautions style of which might serre as a model to any prime 
miBister. All I wanted was his permission to act elsewhere, 
without infringing existing engagements, which, having ob- 
tained, I felt once more at my own disposal. 

While fulfilling my engagement with Fisher and Jones, I 
unexpectedly received an offer from Mr. B&rrere, to play in 
the Chatham Theatre, New York, now in the fall tide of suo- 
cess. He offered me the same amount of salary paid to Mr. 
George Barrett, (whose place he wished me to supply,) and a 
benefit before I leftHji>y which he insured me to make not less 
than fifty dollars. This proposition I accepted, and made my 
&ist appearance in New York city on the 20th day of Sep- 
tember, 1824, as Marplot, in the " Busy Body.*' My reception 
was beyond my most sanguine expectations, and the Theatrical 
Register thus spoke of it :--" Mrs. Centlivre's comedy of the 
* Busy Body,' introduced to a New York audience Mr. Wemyss 
(formerly of the Philadelphia Theatre,) in the character of 
Marplot. He sustained the part well throughout ; and if we 
may judge from the applause which he received, gave general 
satis&ction. He a]ppeared to have realized the author's idea 
of a good-natured, silly, and officious person, having no business 
of his own, and anxious to be acquaioted with that of every 
body. Mr. Burke personated the part of Sir Francis Gripe 
wlt& great effect, and exhibited a true picture of the avari- 
oloua and aiaoxoiiii old dup«» H^ waa particukrly excellent 
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in the last scene, when he found he had been fooled, and the 
andience testified their approbation by repeated rounds of ap« 
plause. The parts of Sir George Airy, by Mr. Wallack, and 
Miranda, by Mrs. Hughes, were all we could wish." 

The result of this performance was an offer from Mr. Bar- 
rere of a permanent engagement, which my unlucky contract 
with the Philadelphia managers prevented the possibility of 
my accepting, much to the annoyance of Barrere, to whom I 
admitted I was not comfortably situated in the Philadelphia 
Theatre, and who could not understand why I should prefer, 
under such circumstances, to return, when he offered me 
terms more advantageous than I could have ventured to 
propose. 

No theatre could be conducted with more spirit and enter- 
prise than the Chatham Qarden, during its first seaaon. Kot- 
withstanding the strength and talent of the reg[ular company, 
there was not an actor or actress of talent in the United 
States, whose services could be procured, who were not en- 
gaged to give occasional aid. The plays were excellently 
acted ; and I must acknowledge I left New York with regret, 
to return to Baltimore, in obedience to the summons of Mr. 
Wood. 

The Baltimore season was commenced and terminated 
without an occurrence to render it worthy of a passing notice. 

We commenced the season in Philadelphia^ on the 4th day 
of December, 1824. And now, chance, for the first time, 
opened the fair field to me, promised in England, and which 
I expected to have found on my arrival. 

Mr. H. Wallack visited Charleston on a starring excursion ; 
Mr. Duff was confined with gout ; Mr. Wood laid up with 
^uincy ; and Mr. Wemyss, nightly placed before the audience 
in the most favourable position, rapidly rose in their esti- 
mation. « 

Misfortunes they say never come singly, so with equal truth 
may it be observed, one lucky adventure is generally followed 
by another. While I was becoming hourly a favourite in my 
profession, I received from home between thirteen and four- 
teen hundred dollars, the proceeds of about three hundred 
pounds I had left invested in the British funds ; but which 
the uncertain payment of Messrs. Warren and Wood rendered 
desirable I should have placed nearer my disposal. 

I had formed a friendship with Mr. W. C. Conine, the lot- 
tery and exchange broker of Baltimore, who had now visited 
Philadelphia for the purpose of extending his business, by 
opening an office in tms city. The party with whom he was 
to have associated himself, not making his appearance agree- 
able to promise, he requested me to superintend the fitting 
^P of the o£Gice, promising to retwA before the drawing of the 
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Union Canal Lottery. So wdll pleased vn& he with the ar- 
rangements I had made on his behalf, that he acceded to a 
propoBition made by me. We commenced bnainess in Third 
street, trading under the name of W. C. Conine. 

Prosperity seemed now to flow in npon me from all quarters. 
The favourable impreBsion which I had made upon Mr. Kilner 
during my short stay in New York, induced him to offer me 
a situation in Boston, at the old Federal Street Theatre, of 
which he was the manager; Finn, his partner, wishing me to 
name my own terms and expectations. 

Beins now really serviceable to Warren and Wood, and 
eatablished with a rising reputation, in favour with my audi- 
ence, Mr. Wood urj^ed me to renew our business relations, and 
bury the recollection of past grievances. A proposition was 
made, agreeable to all parties, which I accepted, and stated to 
Mr. Finn my regret that I could not at present accept his 
offer, having formed a further engagement in Philadelphia. 

My original engagement would have expired by limitation, 
on the 30th of November, 1825. But I was now, in a pecu* 
niary point of view, independent of the managers ; my busi- 
ness yidding me a greater income than I received from the 
treasury of the theatre. The mutual assistance we were 
enabled, each to render the other, was now the only bond 
which continued our connection. 

The first star of the season was Booth, who played Bichard 
the Third, on the 6th of December, followed by Cooper. 
Conway also paid us a short visit, playing to miserable houses. 
On the tth of February, 1825, *' Cherry and Fair Star," with 
its looking-glass bower, and innumerable reflected representa- 
tions of dancing cupids, was produced with great success, not 
only attracting crowded houses, but giving general satisfaction 
to the audience. 



CHAPTER XL 

Brilliant Proipeets of the New Season. Kcan, Miss L. Kelly^ and Forrest 
Row Extraordinary. The Acting American Theatre. Neagle, the 
Artist The Author in Trouble. National Prejudices. Foolish 
Quarrels. 

TiiK season which commenced in Philadelphia, on the Slat of 
November, 1826, with the " West Indian," and « Love, Law 
and Physic," was one, rendered memorable by the second visit 
of Eean, the first appearance of Miss L. Kelly; and last, al- 
though by no means least, the introduction of Mr. E. Forrest, 
aa a tinn » Ws natiye city— three ©yentfl, of themselves suf. 
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oienilj inpoitint to nake an ^tpw^"^ ia ilM history of tki^ 
dnma> 

Cooper WM ihe fiiBt star of the seaaon, as nraal, attracting 
good houses, although his Bichard the Third was an ezecvablo 
performance. Strange as it may appear, he was not even per- 
fect in the text, for which he vas justly handled by the able 
critic of the United States Gazette, who wrote nnder the sig« 
natnre of " Jacques." 

Watkins Burroughs also played an engagement, in the early 
part of the season, and had an excellent benefit— but, ''cetera 
desunt.^' 

Mr. Kean aniyed in New York during the fall o| 1825 : odf 
his reception no one is ignorant. The insult said to have 
been offered to the citizens of Boston, during his fiist Tis^t to 
the United States, by refusing to act, because the house was 
not sufficiently filled, was felt and resented by OTcry city in 
the Union. In New York, after the first and second nightt 
the storm was hushed, and peace restored between the aotor 
and his audience; but in Boston, the only city who could 
plead justification, and in whom resentment was praiseworthy, 
he was not permitted to act,— flight alone preserTcd his per* 
sonal safety. He had entered into an engagement with 
Messrs. Warren and Wood, to play in Philadelphia ; but after 
his reception in New York and Boston, Mr. Wood became 
alarmed, and wrote to Kean that while the present excite- 
ment continued, if he came to Philadelphia in fulfilment of 
his contract, he could not be answerable for the consequenoe^ 

The manager having thus expressed his fears, it naturally 
followed that Mr. Kean should decline a contest so unequal^- 
a whole Tuition i% arms agaimt a single i7idividual, and ihiU 
individual a foreigner and an actor I 

In New York, he published the following Oard in the 
Courier and Enquirer : — . 

"Mb. Editor:— Sir — With oppressed feelings, heart rending to my 
friends, and triumphant to my enemies, I make an appeal to that country 
filmed for hospitality to the stranger, and mercy to the conquered. Allow 
904 ^4^x* «ir« vhaterer are xo^ oiTences. I di^nJl^jB^ all ioteQJti;pp qf. o^x- 
iffg anything ij^ th« §hape of disresjpect tow^ds th^ inhahit^ftti^ qf, New 
YO]rJ(. They received me from the ^t with aa enthusiasijD, grateful, in 
those hours, to m^ pride— -in the present, to my memory. I c^^.QOt recall 
to my mind any act or thought that did not prompt me to an unfeigned 
acknowledgment of their favours as a public, and profound admiration of 
the private worth.of those circles in which I had the honour of moving. 

" That I have committed an error appears too evident, flrom the all-de- 
cisive voice of the public ; but surely it is but justice to the delinquent, 
whatever may be his enormities, to be allowed to make reparation where 
the offences were committed. My miwitiji^frtnTyiyng took plaet in JkMton 
•-(oBoftonliludlaMwzedlygotieajpologiiBforBiyipAiMisr^^^ id Tint 
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oocasioQt Then I w«a aa ambitious nan, and the piottd squwsentative 
of Sliak«peare*8 heroes. The spark of ambition is exUnct, and I mezelf 
ask a shelter in which to close my professional and mor tal career, I give 
the weapon into the hands of my enemies; if they ar« brave they will not 
tuin it against the defenceless. 

(Signed,) Epjawn KsAir.** 

On tke evening of the 9th of January, in answer to a call 
from the audience, Mr. Wood, after what had paned, had the 
temerity to inform them that it was his wish, as ^ell as hts 
interest, to gratify the audience ; but he had no power tp 
drag Mr. Kean before them. If he declined fulfilling his en- 
gagement, Mr. Wood had no power to compel his appearance. 
Knowing what had taken place, I could not suffer a friend, 
to whom I was indebted for many acts of kindness, to labour 
under a oharge which was adding fuel to fire. I stated to 
seyeral gentlemen, who felt an interest in his cause, that 
Kean would willingly visit the city, if assured of personal 
safety ; that Mr. Wood had written to him that his tile might 
be endangered by the fulfilment of an engagement he had 
openly this night accused him of violating. 

The result Is known. Mr. Mortimer was despatched to 
New Tork to inqaire into the truth of all the statements ; 
the theatre was closed for two nights; and on Wednesday, 
the 18 th of January, Kean appeared as "Bichard the 
Third.'' The row which followed was a serious affair — ^the 
outrages perpetrated disgraceful to a civilized community. 
Botten eggS; children's bullet-buttons, and other small missiles, 
were thrown upon the stage in countless numbers; long before 
the openinff of the doors, the approaches to the theatre were 
blocked up oy a dense mass of human beings, eager to obtain 
admission. The appearance of Kean was the signal of assault. 
In vain he attempted to make himself heard amid the din and 
uproar. In pantomime, he proceeded ; leaving the stage, to 
be greeted in a similar manner upon his reappearance. His 
was a situation in which his worst enemy might have pitied 
him. At length; wearied by their own exertions, the noise 
partially ceased, and afforded him an opportunity of addressing 
a few words to the audience : — " fhienda of the drama^ 
this is your quarrel — not mine." From that moment he 
was suffered to proceed with less interruptien— tfie curtain 
fhlling amid hisses and applause so nearly equal, as to render 
it doubtful which party obtained a triumph. Many there 
were, who, having shown their cUsapprobatioxk of his conduct, 
by saluting him with a sharp hiss on his first appearance, 
became warm advocates for his engagement to progress without 
forthtf insult. A vast crowd assiembled round the sts^e door 
in GarpMitor Btreet, to witaesB his departure from the theatre. 
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Ab he entered the camage^ a geatlenuuL on the steps proposed 
three cheers for Eean, which were given with hearty good 
Willi and in those cheers, his pardon, so far as Philadelphia 
was concerned, was pronounced. He had erred— he had been 
punished — and the attempt to renew the scene, when he 
appeared as Othello, had been suppressed promptly. The 
offenders bein^ so small a minority, were ejected from the 
theatre, and his engagement brought to a prosperous conclu- 
sion, on the 2nd of February, 1826, during which he played 
Richard the Third, Othello, King Lear, Sir Giles Overreach, 
Sir E. Mortimer, Reuben Glenroy, Macbeth, Brutus, and 
Hamlet. The theatre, ou the night of his benefit, when he 
repeated Richard the Third, was crowded from the pit to the 
gallery. When the curtain fell he was loudly called for, and 
addressed, the audience in nearly the following words:— 
" Ladies and gentlemen— my life lias been a chequered one— 
at one tilne reaching the pinnacle of ambition— at another 
sunk in the lowest ebb of misfortune. I appeared before you 
at the commencement of the present engagement, nek and 
dejected by the gloom which the malignity of enemies had 
thrown around me, anxious and willing to resign the contest ; 
but the kindness of. a Philadelphia audience has dispelled 
these visions of despair, and I hope I shall have the honour^ 
early next season, of appearing before this kind auditory."— 
He retired amid the cheering of the audience, which lasted 
several seconds after he left the stage, Mr. Wood appearing 
and promising he would perform Haxnlet on the following 
evening, the only night he had at his disposal. 

What a compound of generosity, talent, and folly, was 
Edmund Kean ; he never forgot an act of kindness, and was 
sure to repay it tenfold : but the following anecdote will prove 
that he was also tenacious, and unforgiving of wrong. 

When, in the height of popularity, while performing at 
Portsmouth, England; he was requested by the manager, and 
two or three of his friends, to accompany them after rehearsal 
to the Inn, and take a glass of Madeira ; the landlord being 
apprised that Mr. Kean was of the- party, ushered them into 
an elegant room, where he thanked the actor for the honour 
that he did him, and overwhelmed him with civilities. Kean, 
fixinff his eyes upon the landlord, and looking only as he 

could look, said : " Mr. , I came into your house at the 

request of these gentlemen, to partake of some refreshment, 
not to be pestered with your civilities, which, to me, are so 
many insults, {iook at me, sir — well — do you recollect me ?— 
I see you do not— but you Ijiow that I am Mr. Kean— Edmund 
Kean, sir — that same man that I was fifteen years ago, when 
you kept a small inn, and I was a member of a strolkng com- 
pany of players, who wM, »t yQW fcir. I xmmim well 
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that I went one day into the bar of your house, and called for 
hsJf a pint of porter, which, after I had waited your pleasure 
patiently, was given to mo by you with one hand, while the 
other was extended to receive the money. Never can I forget 
your insolent demeanour, or the acuteness of my mortified 
feelings. Look at me again, sir. What alteration beyond that 
of dress do you discover in me ? Am I a better man than I 
was then? What is there in me now, that you should over; 
whelm me with your compliments 1 Keep your wine, sir— it 
would choke me. Come, gentlemen, let us leave his house ;** 
and \lie actor walked away from the mortified and abashed 
landlord. This was related to me by an eye-witness, and 
was I believe, published in the London Theatrical Observer, 
some yeaiB ago. 

In consequence of the active part I had taken in brin^g 
the engagement of Mr. Kean before the public, Mr. Wood 
looked upon me with no very favourable eye ; all the old 
prejudices between us were revived, and he was not long in 
finding, as he supposed, an opportunity to make me feel his 
power. To this cause I attribute the fracas which took place 
some time afterwards, in the play of <' Columbus,'* of which I 
shall have occasion to speak more at large in its proper place. 
In the month of January of the present year, (1826,) in 
conjunction with Mr. Lopez, the prompter of the theatre, I 
commenced the publication of a work entitled " The Acting 
American Theatre, embellished with portraits of the actors 
belonging to the American stag|e, intended as a companion to 
" Oxberry's English Drama." Thjs work, although a losing 
concern to me, deserves a kind remembrance, for having 
placed conspicuously before the public a most deserving young 
artist, who now stands acknowledged as one of the first portrait 
painters in the United States; I allude to a Mr. l^eagle, 
whose picture of Patrick Lyon has procured for him a well- 
merited reputation. He painted for me for this work the 
portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Francis, Mr. and Mrs. Buff, Mr. 
Wood, Mr. Warren, Mr. Hilson, Mrs. Hilson, Mr. Cowel, Mr. 
and Mrs. Barnes, Mr. E. Forrest, Mr. Macready, Mr. Wemyss, 
Mr. Booth, Mr. Kean, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Foote, Mr. Lee, Mies 
Kelly, Mrs. Waring, Mrs. Burke, Mr. Thayer, and Mr. Koberts. 
Mr. Durand, of New York, and Mr. Longacre, of Phila- 
delphia, then considered the best artists in the United States, 
were engaged to engrave these portraits; but after issuing 
sixteen numbers, I found my subscription list daily lan- 
guishing. The work was unfortunate from the commence- 
ment ; Mr. Poole, the publisher, failed, involving the accounts 
in a maze of d^culty. I found it impossible to extricate 
ihem. Murden, the theatrical publisher of New York, the 
agent for the work, also foiled, making no return of sales. 
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Tkemily ptrtitf to wlum I wm ioiiebM for att6iiii«!i« uA 
j^mnpt remifctaaoae^ an my old Mend Bode, of Baltimore 
and Mr. Boame, of New York. 

Taeeday, the 8d of Febraarji 1826, inkodnoed to Plula^ 
delphia one of the greateat favouritea who had trod their 
hoards fo^r yean, in the person of 

KISS LTDIA KBLLX* 

Perhaps I am searoely jaatified in leoording Hku KeUya 
name as a «tor of fi»eiipi giowth^rher popnlarity being piurely 
Jlmeiiaan. If?. Stephen Priee engaged her in London, in 
eonaeqnenoe of Miss Jones having refiiaed to oiwifs the Atlantic^ 
the popularity of her sister. Miss Fannj^ Kelly, the melo* 
dimnado heroine of the BritVdi sta^e, lencung a onann to her, 
name, of whioh the Ameiiean managei judioiously t^vailed 
himself. 

]^p opportunity evos o&red moxe feToniable to the yi^m 
of a young and iashi(^iable gi|rl to take tl|e town by stoin. 
The Philadelphia audienee were tired of the faces of the 
ladies belonging to the t(ieatre: although Miss Kelly'i 
features were too masculine to be ooqsidefM handsome, yet 
the dashing fi^pire uid liToly spirit of her acting at onoe 
carried the fselmgs of her audience captive. She made Ipat 
curtsey in tha character oi Letitia Hnrdy, in the ^' BeUe's 
Stratagem," with triumphant success. Engagement following 
engagement in rapid suecesdon ; she must have remained at 
least two months during her first visit, leaving the theatre 
with a reputation established as a leading star in the theatrical 
hemisphere. 

Sverything seemed to opQiate in her fii^onr. The ladies 
hailing been prevented from visiting the theatre 'during 
Eean's engagement, on his departure, appeared to daim 
exclusive right to occupy the dress-boxes. So strongly did 
they turn out in Miss Eellyls fitvour, that a gentleman might 
consider himself highly favioured if he could obtain a seat 
She was the reiffning goddess of comedy : and the excellent 
manner in whion they were acted was a constant theme of 
praise— their continued attraction, a proof of the gratification 
reoeived by the audience. We had Wood, Warren, Jefferson, 
Buff, WemysB, Francis, Burke, and occasionally Cooper and 
Burroughs ; while in the female depaiiment, no theatre in 
America could approach us in talent, Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Duff, 
Mbs. Darley, Mia. Andesson, and Mrs. Francis, aU ranging 
throughout the dramatis peisonsB. 

PhUadelphia has oontriDuted largely to that fortune which 
Miss i^eily boeats she has acquired, without seceiving fiwm a 
manager a stngle dallav vntii aO his oKpeiuM w«>e ftiUy 



paidf dittiog the profiig onlj, and entaUing ao extra «• 
penflM upon the maoagemenir— an example all itan onght to 
follow. 

Although thnfl generoiUi she waa rigid in ezaotSnff her 
rights. On one oooasion, during the management of Lamb 
and Coyle^ she refcued to proceed with the fifth act of 
'*Enow Tonr Own Hind,** nntil the money dne her waa 
forthcoming. It waa riddculona enough to see Lady Bell, 
sitting on &e sta|re, reoelYing in her lap the roleans of silyer, 
handing them to ner Irish waiting-woman to connt« who bore 
them off in triumph before the eyes of the poor actors, who 
knew too well the oonseqaenoe of this drain upon the treasury. 
No salaries for ihem. 

She was a termaflaat, but an agreeable one : quarrelling 
with you to-day, and to-morrow willing to make any reason- 
able concession to reinstate herself in your good opinion, it 
waa impossible to be angry with her for any lensth of time. 
She hsbd a difficult task to *^ manage managen,** but she was 
folly equal to it. 

As an actreas she will be remembered with pleasure, as one 
whose popularity remained undiminished to the last hour of 
her appearance ; retiring from the stage with her fune in its 
meri^Uan, she played Letitia Hardy, Beatrice. Lady Teazle, 
Bosalind, Miss Hardcastle, Mrs. Oakley, Lady Bell, Yiolantet 
Juliana, Juliet, SmUy Tempest, Lydia Languish, Portia, Miss 
Dorrllon— and had likewise considerable pretensions as a 
Yocalist. She left us on the 25th of March, playing a longer 
consecutiye engagement than any star within my recollection. 

I now approach a period of my theatrical career which had 
almost terminated it abruptly. The play of " Oolumbus," 
baring been rerived, I was cast the part of Harry Herbert, 
an English adTcnturer. During the first reheajrsal I had 
carelesSy neglected to bring my written part of the character 
to the theatre, and was reading the following passage from 
the pirompt-book : — 

" Will you, great sir, condescend to indulge the last wish 
of vanity, and when you have nothing else to do, write to 
Bngland the story of my fate, that when my fortunes shall be 
inquired afker, my friends, with joy sparkling through a tear, 
may say, * Herbert stuck to his commander to the last, and 
died as every Englishman should.' " 

Mr. Wood interrupted me by exclaiming, '^ Ton must not 
Bay that, sir: say 'brave man,' not 'Englishman.'" Kot 
perceiving any reason for such an alteration of the language 
of the autnor, I merely asked the necessity for such a change 
— tiie answer was, " The necessity is my will and pleasure" 
This led to "a scene" not very creditable to either parij. 
If I fiuOled in the respeet due to my manager, he certainly did 
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not adopt the ooorse best suited to. oonvince me of the im- 
propriety of openly violating the established rules of the 
theatre. Threats were exchanged, which rendered it im- 
possible for me^ without loss of self-respect, to withdraw 
from the position in which I found myself most unexpected!; 
placed. 

I was officially informed by the prompter that if I persisted 
in speaking the sentence, as printed, the manager had in- 
structed him to forfeit me my week*s salary. And here the 
matter should have rested, until the overt act, which ren- 
dered me liable to the penalty, had been conmiitted : but a 
second communication produced a result in which the feelings 
of both parties were totally disregarded ; nor will I insult my 
readers by transcribing the gross language which took place 
between us. 

On the afternoon of the 17th of April, a friend called at 
my lottery office, in Ohesnut street, to Inquire whether there 
was any truth in the report that Mr. Wood and myself had had a 
serious quarrel. When answered in the affirmative, he told me 
there was a party formed to hiss me, during the performance, 
which was to take place in the evening. I was inclined to 
laugh at this, deeming it improbable that any audience would 
trouble themselves about the disputes of managers and actois, 
where their own amusement was not interrupted ; but I found 
that he was correct, and that I must be prepared to meet the 
result. As the play progressed, the actors began to think I 
should yield the point ; however, at the proper time I de- 
livered the obnoxious speech, exactly as I found it in the 
prompt-book. Two or three slight hisses followed, and I was 
congratulating myself that this tempest in a tea-pot had sub- 
sided. In this I was deceived ; when I next appeared I was 
saluted by such a general hiss as is seldom heard within the 
waUs of a theatre, 

I immediately dropped my assumed character, and addressed 
the audience :— 

" Ladibs and Gentlemen :— These are sounds I am so un- 
accustomed to hear directed towards me within these walls, 
that it would be folly to pretend ignorance of their cause. I 
am to attribute them to a misunderstanding between Mr. 
Wood and myself, relative to the word " Englishman," which 
I uttered when I last left the stage. Allow me to ask you 
whether the name of England is^a disgrace. [No, Wemjss, 
no.] I am an Englishman, and now appeal to you as Amer- 
icaiis — what would you think of an American, who, on the 
other side of the Atlantic, shoald have occasion to pay a 
compliment to his country, in these words, "Die as an 
American citizen ought," who should be told " It is my will 
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and pleasure that yon insert * Englishman/ or I will snip 
yonr ears off;*' what would yon think of him who under snch 
a threat, would be dastard enough to submit 1 [Bravo, 
Wemyss—well said— bravo !]" 

Mr. Wood now made his appearance. In his address to 
the audience he stated that his predecessor, Mr. Wignell, had 
erased the words, which Ae with a pen, icratched fr(m, the 
prompt'hooJb, after our altercation had taJten place, and with 
his own hand wrote the word hrave over the printed word 
Brigliih. Nor was this the only mis-statement which caused 
me to form the sudden resolution of placing the wKole facts 
as they occurred, before the audience. When he had finished, 
the audience caUed loudly for the continuation of the play, 
when I requested their indulgence for one minute, com- 
mencing — 

" Lambs and Gehtlbmhn,— Allow me one word. There is not 
a syllable of truth in what Mr. Wood has uttered. (Hisses.) 
He has boasted he can turn the Philadelphia audience around 
his finger at any moment. I acknowledge he possesses a 
fluency of language which I do not, but situated as I now am, 
it becomes necessary that the whole truth should be known. 
He said he had cowed.QYQTj Englishman he ever had to deal 
with, and he would cow me too. He threatened, if I dared to 
utter that speech, he would forfeit me. Under excitement I 
did say, if he did, I would thrash him, and so I will." 

Here I was interrupted with a shower of hisses, cries of 
" go on with the play," &;c., &c. My first appeal was received 
enthusiastically ; and had I stopped there, my triumph would 
have been complete and unalloyed ; but, in losing my temper 
as I listened to gross misrepreaentatioa, I perilled my cause. 
My final triumph was more owing to the words of my author, 
than to my adroitness in managing my case. 

In returning to my assumed character of Harry Herbert, 
my first speech ran thus : — " I have not had a bit of fighting 
for a long time, and damme, if this has not given me a relish 
for it." 

Those only who were present can form an idea of the jslec- 
trical effect produced upon the audience, the theatre fairly 
shook with applause and laughter. This turned the tide once 
again in my favour. When Mr. Wood appeared shortly after- 
wards as Columbus, the hisses were both sharper and louder 
than those directed against me, in the commenoement of this 
disgraoeM and humiliating scene, and so continued to the 
doM of the performance. - 

On the foUowiDg Oayi the ^^rm'* at the theatre formed the 
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fMBenkl toj&e of oonTeiBatioii. Opinion being divided u to 
tae joailoe of the decision of the audience, and a general belief 
that the contest between the manager and the actor would be 
resumed, became prevalent, my friends demanded from me a 
pledge that I would remain quiet and leave my cause as it 
stood, entirelv in their hands. To this I could scarcely object, 
and I entered the theatre on the evening of the 18th, expect- 
ing, I hardly knew what, but determined to meet ifc boldly. 

When I appeared as Captain Bolding, in the Rendezvous^ 
there was a slight attempt to hiss, promptly silenced. As I 
raised my eyes, I saw two gentlemen, busily engaged with 
foot and hand, each ejecting from the pit an offender, the 
audience apparently enjoying the scene. The enemy being 
routed, my friends prudently desisted from showing any marks 
of disapprobation towards Mr. Wood ; and so far as the public 
were concerned, the matter was set at rest forever. 

This was the Roland dealt to me by Mr. Wood, for the 
Oliver administered to him by me in the affairs of Kean. 
However, he missed his calculation, as the event proved^ but 
he. made the attempt boldly. 

in consequence of this fracas, for four years we acted toge- 
ther, in the same theatre, without exchanging words, off the 
litage ; but like all other foolish quarrels, time has obliterated 
its recollection, and Mr. Wood and Mr. Wemyss are upon the 
same terms as when they first met. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Mr. I'rands' Farewell of the Stage. Oh, Shame ! where is thy Blush. 
First Appearance of Mr. E. Forrest as a Star. Portrait of the Amerieao 
Tragedian as RoUa. Aocoont of his First Appearance in London. 

On the 18th of May, Mr. Francis, the oldest actor in the 
United States, and one to whom the Philadelphians were 
indebted for many a hearty laugh, announced his fareweU 
benefit, previous to his retirement from the duties of an 
arduous profession. I almost blush to write, that it was one 
of the worst houses, not only of the season, but which had 
eter been seen in the present theatre. I cannot better ex- 
press my indignation than to quote from the correspondent of 
tho United States Gazette. " Mr. Francis' unsuccessful appeal 
la a sti^a on our city ; but thus it ever is — the favour of the 
tmhlie is laivished on Hart, while the deserving but less aspir- 
bkg pefforaier is neglected and disregarded. Although flat- 
tered and applauded, he ia suffered to atnk btio want imd 
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p«tntiy« Thifl eteniiiff may idfofd the viofti] Umm to ^• 
foriilen ptttlmiUBiy^ that public faront is no fur^. 

«»He that depends upon *t 
% Swims with fliet of lead. 

And hews down oaks with mtfiei. 

The eonent of popularity ia as changeable as the winds whieli 
biow from all points of the heavens, and he acts most wisely 
w^o nuukes the befit of it when it sets in his favour. The 
public are neither just or generous in the distrlbation of its 
patronage." 

The perfennanee selected for the occasion was the comedy 
of '< She stoops to Conquer/' and a new farce which had been 
written for me, entitled " Exit in a Hurry/' Poor Francis 
did not suryive this mortification many months. 

The 16th of May, 1826, is a night not easily to be forffotien 
by those who take an interest in theatrical matters. It was- 
on the occasion of Mr. Porter^ benefit, on this evening that 
Kr. B. Forrest returned to his native city, which he had left 
as a boy to seek for fame in the far West. His acting as 
Jaffier, in Otwayls tragedy of Yenice Preserved, was warmly, 
nay enthusiastically applauded, and as the curtain fell^ an en- 
gagement called for, which was announced for Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday. The theatre, however, was dosed on 
Thursday, but Mr. Forrest acted Bella, on Friday the 19th of 
May, and repeated it again on Saturday, when the theatre 
closed for the season. 

When I first met 

Ma. EDWIN PORBBST, 

behind tbe scenes of the Ohesnut Street Theatre, in the month 
of May, 1826. He was a modest, unassuming young man, 
who scarcely mustered courage sufficient to enter the green- 
room, where were assembled many of the best actors the 
American stage coidd boast of. Mr. Charles Porter introduced 
me to him, and expressed a wish that 1 should see him act 
the part of Jaffier. I took my seat in the boxes, determined 
to be pleased; and I was so. I expressed myself warmly in 
hia praise to Mr. Frederick Huber, who took much interest in 
his welfare. He said, " Frank, if you really think what you 
ny, do me the favour to publish his likeness in the next 
number of the 'Acting American Theatre;* it will serve. a 
very worthy young man, and do you no harm/' " Very well, 
vos get hit assent to sit for the picture ; I will instruct Mr. 
Heagle when ha yvAto K«w York to paint it.** I addressed a 
Umt to He* Vmmk OB, the mO^^i the rilia# wm the 
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publication of the first engraved portrait of the American tra- * 
gedian, as Bolia, in ** Plzarro." Thus commenced an intimacy 
which has continued ever since. 

Whenever chance and talent unite to place one member of 
a profession above all eompetitors, it is not Miprising that 
weak mortals should have their brains turned by unlooked- 
for and unhoped success. When moving himself in a very 
himible position as an actor, he was loud in his denunciation 
of Mr. Cooper, for the " hrtuqtie" manner which he thought 
proper to adopt towards the members of the profession less 
fortunateljr placed than himself. Such conduct is any thing 
but becoming, and deserves not only the censure of the pro- 
fession, but the public ,* yet Mr. Forrest has carried his rude- 
ness to much greater extent than ever Cooper did in his 
haughtiest day of theatrical power. He possesses many ex- 
cellent traits of character, and none more than his affectionate 
care and forethought for his mother and sister, to whom he 
devoted the first fruits of his rising popularity. He can also 
at times be generous to his late fortunate brethren of the 
sock and buskin. But there is one blot on his escutcheon 
which never can be erased; he suffered Mrs. Gilfert, the 
widow of a man to whom he owed both fame and fortune, to 
be buried by a subscription raised by the actors of the PMla* 
delphia theatres, although he was aware of her distressed 
situation before her death. 

Mr. Forrest owed his rapid rise in public favour as an actor, 
in the first place, to his birth as an American ; secondly, to 
nature, for the endowment of great personal advantages ; and 
thirdly, to that chance, without which the two former would 
have been useless. On opening the Bowery Theatre, in the 
city of New York, in 1826, Mr. Gilfert, the manager, (and as 
shrewd and capable a one as ever directed a theatre,) knew it 
was ; necessary to find some one whom he could place in a 
prominent situation, to arouse the curiosity of the public, and 
direct their attention to his new building. He found the 
material in young Forrest, and left; the press and his own 
ingenuity to work out the result. His appearance at the 
Park Theatre, in Othello, for Woodhull's benefit, gave the cue, 
and Mr. Forrest was forthwith announced as a star of the first 
magnitude, and so upheld at all sacrifices, until he really 
became what in the first instance he had no pretensions to be 
considered. However, Shakspeare says, " some men are bom 
to greatness, others achieve greatness, and some have greatness 
thrust upon them.'' Of this latter class was decidedly our 
young tragedian ; but endowed with strong common sense, he 
watched his opportunitieB, and availing himself of every 
chance, he finathr in his native cil^ of Philadelphia obtained 
from Bofoa B. BlakQ tli« enormous rom of two hundred dollars 
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per night, to vrhich he has since adhered, or only departed 
from for the Btill more minous terms to the managers of one- 
half of the grof>8 receipts of each night'a performance. 

Keeping steadily in view the fortune he was determined to 
acquire, he^ered a premium of five hundred dollars for the 
best play in five acts, written by an American author, of 
which he was to be the hero. The prize was borne off by 
Augustus Stone, who produced the play of '* Metamora," in 
which Mr. E. Forrest has drawn more money than in all hia 
subsequent efforts. His representation of the Indian Chief is 
a finished piece of acting, which may be equalled, but never 
will be excelled. His Spartacus, in Dr. Bird's tragedy of the 
" Gladiator," is also a part which, being his own by copyright, 
there will never be an opportunity of drawing comparisons ; 
and if there were, they certainly would not be to his disadvan- 
tage ; but as this was the character in which he staked his repu- 
tation before a London audience, I subjoin the account «f his 
first appearance, taken from the London Times of the 18th of 
October, 1886. 

"DruryLane Theatre.»Mr. Edwin Forrest, who has established a 
high reputation in America, his native country, as a tragedian, appeared 
for the first time befnre an English audience at this theatre, last night. 
The character selected for his debut was that of Spartacus, in a tragedy of 
that title, written by Dr. Bird, also an American. Mr. Forrest was re- 
ceived with a hearty warmth, which, firom the first moment of his appear- 
ance, left no doubt, if any could have been entertained, that the audience 
were well disposed to accept his exertions for their entertainment. He is 
a tall, rather robust man, of some thirty years of age, not remarkably 
handsome, but with expressive features, and that cast of countenance 
which is well suited for theatrical efilsct. His voice is remarkably power- 
ful, his figure rather vigorous than elegant, and his general appearance 
prepossessing. The subject of the tragedy is one admirably adapted for 
scenic representation, and has already been essayed in the French and 
German theatres. Dr. Bird appears not to have borrowed ttom any of his 
predecessors, but to have preserved in the main features of the drama the 
historical facts relating to his hero. In concentrating the interest and the ac- 
tion of the play in the character of Spartacus, he has bestowed very slight 
pains in the delineations of the other characters. The consequence of this 
is^ that all the scenes in which the hero is not inaction, are languid, and all 
the other personages in the play are very faintly sketched. With such mate- 
rials as history furnished him, he might easily have done more and better. 
The wife of Spartacus is said to have accompanied him in his exploits, 
and by her supposed skill in divination, to have prompted and encouraged 
some of his most daring enterprises. This hint might have sufiSced to 
nlake Senona a more important personage than Dr. Bird's fancy has cre- 
ated. Our business, however, is with the play as we find it, not as it 
might have been. [Here follows a description of the plot of the play.] 

"The latter p{fft of the play is lew vigorous thw the former; but 



tfiereaieiome seenet of itlnrliig interest in which Mr. Forreit made t 
powerful imprestion on the audience. The poetry of the drama is rather 
pov^rAil than polished; and although it contains some passages of con- 
siderable beauty, it is more generally characterized by a rough passionate 
strain, in which gracefulness is sacrificed to force. One speech, in which 
dpartacus describes the beauty of his Thracian vallles before the invasion 
of the Romans, and contrasts it with the devastation which had followed 
their footsteps, struck us as being particularly happy. At the conclusion 
<tf the play Mr. Forrest was called for, and be^n to address the audience^ 
a practice not usual nor safe, at least on this side of the Atlantic. 'He 
thanked them for the reception they had bestowed on him, and expressed 
his satisfaction at finding in that reception a proof of their good will to- 
wards America. Now, although their praises were warm and hearty, 
they were given to him personally, and simply because they thought he 
deserved them, and would have been just as freely bestowed if he had come 
firom Kamtschatka as from New York. There are no national preju- 
dices between an audience and an'actor, nor any where else in this country, 
which could make it for a moment questionable that a deserving artist 
Irould he well received, from whatever quarter of the globe he arrived. 
iHien, however, Mr. Forrest, encouraged by the applause, began to 
thank them for the favours they had shown to the tragedy, he provoked 
some dissent, the audience not seeming to think as highly of the poet as 
of the pUyer^-«o Mr. Forrest made his bow and retired. 

•' We shall be glad to see him in some Other charhctte, and if he ae- 
qtdti himself hertefter as well as he did on this ooearion, he will have no 
ieaidn to be dissatisfied with his royage, and the theatre will have engaged 
an aUe performer, who, to very considerable skill in hit profenioh, adda 
the attiaetidn of a somewhat novel and a much more aptritafl atyle of 
playliig than any other tragic actor now on our stage.* 

I Will now gite the tfut of the play on Its fint represemta- 
tf on on the London stage. 

Marcus LuciniuB CrasBUfl, Tfarde; Gellins, F, Coohe; Len- 
toltis, Booper; Jovius, Bartley; Brftcchius, Matihewi ;V\oT\i&, 
Brindal; Spartacus, E» Forrest; Fhasarios, Cooper; Enomaifl, 
jbaker; Crixns, Duruset; ULnmrnixui, Mears ; Scropha, Sonner; 
Boj, Afiss Marshall; Oenturion, T, Matthews; JvlUa, Mrs, 
Soopisr, (her first appearaace) ; Senona^ Miss ffnddart, (first 
appearance in five years). 

Also the original cast in New Tork :— 

Marons Lncmins Craasns, Richings ; Lncins GellitiB, Povey ; 
Scropha, TrA«a«%; Jovitts, TTooefAttWy Mummins, ifayefg^i / 
fialiatOB Lentnlus, Blahetey; Florus, son to Lentnltts, Field; 
BracchiuB, Thome; Spartacus, J&. Forrest; Phasarius, Barry; 
Bnomais, Sixsen; Crixus, Heed; Centurion, King; Slave, 
£isset; Boy of Spartacus, Miss E, Turnhull; Julia, Mrs. 
WaXlack: Senona, Mrs, Sharps. Gladiators, 20; Romun 
Gmrds^ie; Licton,6; Ptt<ri©ta*t, 6 ; jLadies,S; ^ FmaU 
Afom$ ftChUdret^ 

A fifto-aimile of the manager^a annooncemont, in tho nnder- 
line of tho London play-bilk :— 



Hr. Bdww 7oir#Bt, 
The eminent American Tiagedian, 
Whose tot appearance last evening on the British stage, (be- 
fore one of the most crowded audiences ever assembled in 
this theatre^) elidted those enthusiastic testimonials 
of success, which 
haye stamped him 
one of the Greatest Actors 
that ever graced an English Theatre, toill, in consequence of the 
unbounded applause with which he was received in the 
New Tragedy of 
The Gladiator I 
have the honour of repeating the character of Spariacut three 
times eyerj Week, until further notice. 

Hr. Bonn was determined to &Bke the most of his bargain, 
and doubtless reaped a rich harvest from the exertions of the 
American tragedian. 

Kr. Forrest's Bhahspearian characters, with the ezoeption 
of Othello, where his terrific energy in the third and fourth 
acts holds his audience in breathless amazement, are not above 
mediocrity; his Bichard the Third, and his Macbeth, do not even 
deserve that name; but in those characters which have been 
written for him, in which his physical requisites have been 
brought into play in the most favourable manner, he main- 
tains a reputation which will be cherished so lonff as the Ameri- 
can drama, of which he may be called the founder, shall exist. 

There is no name I shall have occasion to refer to more fre- 
quently than Mr. Forrest's, as I progress, or of whom I diaU 
have more to write. 

The Philadelphia Theatre having dosed for the season, the 
company proceeded to Baltimore, where we opened with the 
play of the " Stranger ;" but our season was brought to an ab- 
rupt twmination by the '^Kean row." From the opening; 
there was a feverish anxiety to know when Kean's engagement 
would commence, or whether he intended to visit Baltimore. 
ISo sooner did the announcement of his name appear, than it 
became evident his reception would not be a friendly <me, 
although he hoped, and his friends were sanguine the result 
would be the same as in liTew York and Philadelphia— an ex- 
pression of public feeling which would subside. He had re- 
requested me to play "Michmond" knowing that so long as it 
was possible to hold our ground, I should never desert him, 
althongh the prospect of being hooted and pelted, was by no 
means a pleasant one. When he appeared as Hiohard the 
Third, the hubbub as usual commenced, but had apparently 
subsided during the third act, when every thing was so restored 
to quiets that! left the theatre to obtain some portion of nj 
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.dress from the Shakspeare, where I boarded. I was surprised 
on my return to find the storm ra^ng more furiously than 
ever. This was owing to the injudicious conduct of Kean's 
friends, who ruined his cause. During the early part of the 
evening, they had displayed two placards in front of each 
stage box, the one bearing the motto, ^*Let the friends of Kean 
he silent i' the other, " Kean for ever /" Had they adhered to 
their maxim of silence, their triumph would have been com- 
plete, but although their tongues were silent, their hands were 
too active ; on the slightest opposition, they seized the aggres- 
sor and ejected him from the theatre. Those treated in this 
unceremonious manner, for exercising what they conceived to 
be their right, formed a group before the doors of the theatre, 
recapitulating their wrongs to the already excited populace, 
waiting only for a leader to commence mischief; a brickbat 
thrown at the windows of the saloon, was followed by a rush 
towards the door. The theatre was saved from destruction 
by the spirited conduct of Mr. Montgomery, the mayor of the 
city, who interposed his person, assuring the mob, that none 
could enter that building for the purpose of mischief, except 
over his body ; a pause took place, and that pause, in all pro* 
bability saved the life of Kean — who was enabled to make 
his escape from the theatre; every carriage was searched, and 
it was not until assured that the object of their vengeance was 
beyond their reach, that the crowd dispersed, some remaining 
on the ground until daylight. * 

And where was the manager during all this riot and confu- 
sion? Mr. Wood, fearful of some serious mishap, left the city 
in. the steamboat at five o'clock, on a plea of business; thus 
depriving Kean of the aid of that tongue, which for a long 
series of years, had guided the taste and quelled the unruly 
spirits of the theatre. Policy might have dictated his retreat^ 
but justice to tl^ose under his control, should have held him 
fast at his post, in the hour of danger. He is a bad pilot who 
deserts the helm when his vessel is in the neighbourhood of 
breakers. 

Thus ended Eean's performance at the Holiday-street Thea« 
tre, in June, 1826. On the following morning, Col. Benjamin 
Edes, a respectable and respected citizen of Baltimore, called 
upon me, and said, '' Wemyss, if you are a friend of Kean^s, 
get him out of the city ; if he attempts to play to night, we 
shall tar and feather him ; and he may think himself lucky if 
he escapes with no further injury.'* Assured it was useless to 
endanger his st^ety, I proceeded directly to his hotel, told him 
he had no time to lose, but must prepare to leave the city 
without an instant's delay ; that the excitement against him 
was increasing every moment, and that violence would attend 
any attempt to appear again upon the stage* He said, '* My 
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God I wtet shall I do? Hmyenot ft oent with ine; this iiao 
totallT unezpected, where ia it to end )" I enqnired what tmm 
would be sufficient for hia immediate necessity— he replied, 
about two hundred dollars ; this I procured &om my &iend 
Conine^ and succeeded in getting him safely out of the city. 
While many were enjoying, in anticipation, the scene ^ey 
expected, Eean was safely on board the steamboat, on his way 
to Pliiladelphia. I accompanied him, leaving my wife and 
children in the charge of Mr. Jefferson. The Theatre in Bal- 
timore was closed for the season, and the company returned to 
Philadelphia. 

Kean was received in Philadelphia with open arms ; a zeao- 
tion had taken place in the public sentiment. Conceiving he 
bad been sufficiently punished, pity resumed the place of 
resentment, and he was looked upon as an ill-treated man. 
The theatre was re-opened on the 12th of June, and he ap- 
peared as Elcbard the Third, with the tide of popular foyour 
as strong in his behalf as ever it had been in his proudest days 
of success ; and although he did shed tears at the idea of 
playing Shylock for a quarter of a dollar, all he received, (his 
terms being to share the receipts with the maui^ment, afte? 
deducting two hundred dollars, each night,) yet that night 
(the cause of which should be buried in oblivionp erased from 
Ids engagement, his attraction continued undiminished. The 
last night he played in Philadelphia was on the 26th of June, 
1826, when he appeared as Cardinal Wolsey, in '' ^enry the 
Sighth," and Sylvester Daggerwood, for his benefit, leaving 
the st9£e in what mountebanks call a fi%pfiav» really well 
executed. But what a ridieulous association in the minds of 
bis audience ; the great tragedian, and the clown of a circus, 
both seen in the same person, and for the last time. Befp:re 
be left the city he sent me the following note, endosing the 
money borrowed in Baltimore :— 

"DjBABWXMySB, 

208 thankB ! 
" Take an opportimity of ^naiting our crib on the banks of the 
Hudaon : yon will find aa honourable a gang at ever cried " stand " to a 
timveller, and fattened on piDage : though the captain may happen to be 
on duty, the troop delight in the swindling fraternity, and you will be truly 
-welcome. 

»* Success, dear Wemyss, 

(Signed,) " Edmund Kxan.** 

Addressed thus :— 

" — Wemyss, Esq., 

"Tragedian, Comedian, 

« Fenoerenian, Lotterenian, 
'* Omnenlan, non, 

" Alterenian I ! I Philadelphia." 
V 5 
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I nevdr had the pleasure of seeing him again. He tras in 
Dublin when I was in England^ in 1827 ; although hourly 
expected in Liverpool, I sailed, on my return, before his 
arrival. He never possessed a warmer friend, or more enthu- 
siastic admirer. He sat for his portarait to Neagle, for the 
Acting American Theatre, which picture was afterwards pur- 
chased by George Munday. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Barrett played a short engagement ; 
after which Mr. E. Forrest returned and played his first regular 
star engagement, at the Chesnut- street Theatre, commencing 
on the 6th of July, with Othello ; Rolla, on the 6th ; William 
Tell, on the 7th ; Earl Osmond, in the " Castle Spectre," on 
the 8th ; Jaffier, on the lOfch ; and Othello, on the 11th ; when 
the theatre was closed, and he accompanied us to Washington 
city, where he first acted Damon— since, one of his most 
&vourite characters. 

It was at the close of the summer season of 1826, that Mr. 
Wood retired from the management, having dissolved partner- 
ship with Warren. His situation as stage manager was filled 
by my old friend, Joe Cowell ; and the season of 1826 and 
1827, 1 may honestly say, was the most pleasant year of my 
American engagements. I heard with regret of his retire- 
ment, although I was fixed upon as his successor. In his 
** Thirty Years among the Players," he does injustice to 
Warren, and has made it appear that the actors engaged by 
Mr. Hallam, for Cowell and Simpson, surpassed in talent and 
attraction those engaged by me for the Chesnut-street Theatre ; 
yet every play-goer knows he retired from the contest, and 
when he returned to renew it, after Warren's theatre had been 
opened thirty-five weeks, he was obliged to dose ; the '' Gnome 
King" having so far surpassed his " Sleeping Beauty," that 
his theatre was deserted, while the Chesnut-street Theatre 
continued to be well attended to the dose of the season. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

ffaldmoK Season not woith even a passing record. Covelf s managefhcnt. 
Macready's first appearance in Philadelphia. His disagreeable man- 
ners producing quite an excitement among the Actors against him. 
Great Effect of his Colloquial Acting. Sensible Conduct under Unde- 
served Reproach. Note to the Author. First Appearance of Mrs. 
Knight« late Miss Povey. Her Great Success. Compliment to the 
Author. First Appearance of Miss Hester Warren. First Appeaiance 
of Miss E. Jefferson, afterwards Mrs. S. Chapman. First Attempt at 
Management in the United States. Preparations to cross the Atlantic. 
Instructions and Departure. 

Thb Baltimore geason conoladed, we opened in Philadelphia 
on the 4th of December, 1826, with the play of the 
"Stranger," and the force of the "Turnpike Gate." The ta- 
lent of the company was inferior to any season I had yet 
known, and complaints were loud in all quarters, yet Cowell's 
name was a tower of strength. He was deservecUy popular, 
both with the acton and the public, and no one regretted 
more than I did his retirement, notwithstanding I was selected 
as his successor. Mr. Maoready was the first star of the sea- 
son. He opened oniihe lOfch of January, 1827, as Macbeth, 
and at once received the approbation which his high character 
as an actor deserved. He played Hamlet, Yirginine, William 
Tell, Pierre, Goriolanus, Damon, Petruchio. 

It was during the performance of " William Tell," a circum- 
stance occurred which might have proved fatal to his future 
prospects in the United States. The property man (worthy 
old Charley Ward) had, through negligence, forgotten to pro- 
vide an arrow to break before Gesler, in the fourth act of the 
play, compelling Macready to devote from his own quiver, 
one so lotMed and poised, as to prevent the possibility of a 
failure in the most critical situation of the play. Kot being 
one of the mildest tempered men, and irritated at the mo- 
ment by the Ion of, to him, a valuable stage property, he 
said, in anger, to the property man, who was waiting to make 
his apology, "/ canH get such an arrow in your country, Hrf* 
which was thus translated for him, " 1 can*t get wood to make 
such an arrow in your country" 

The anonymous letters sent to the then respectable conduc- 
tors of the daily press, were enclosed to Mr. Macready, who, 
of oourse, disavowed their contents. He assembled the com- 
pany upon the stage, by special request, read the accusation, 
and appealed to them, collectively and individually, to say, 
whether any one present had ever heard him make use of 
sucli an ezprewion. 



104 TBMA'mOAL BIOA&APSTi 

All ronudning silent, he made a neat appeal to th^ feel 
ingB, stating, that if he had personally offended any one of 
them, he regretted it, and he]d himself personally reponsible; 
but he hoped none who had heard him were base enough to 
'maJce me of snoh means as the letter he held in his handt in 
revenge for supposed slight. 

It is really singular that, deriving all, or nearly all, the act- 
ing plays from England, applauding and constantly in asso- 
ciation with the best Engfiah actors, there should exist, behind 
the scenes of the American theatres, such an inveterate 
hatred to the foreign artist, that every little word uttered 
^ould be construed mto an intentional national insult, which, 
magnified by the malign report of the lower order of actors 
and their tavern companions, is introduced before the curtain, 
to the annoyance of at least two-thirds of the audience assem- 
bled for amusement; who, provided the actor entertains them 
for the moment, care nothing about him or his opinions, ex- 
cept to furnish a subject of conversation for a few minutea at 
their next evening party. Had the penny press been in ex- 
istence during Hacready'B engagement, a rash word, harmlessly 
spoken, to a negligent property man, would have been suffi- 
cient to have terminated his career on the American stage. 
The poison once disseminated, no opportunity would have 
been offered for justification: he would have been drivea 
home in disgrace for an offence— never committed. 

In rehearsing the play of Yirginius, an occurrence took 
place which caused a hearty laugh at the expense of l£r. 
nilUam Forrest, (brother to the tragedian) who was the 
Icilius. Caught by the natural tone and manner of Macready^ 
who, taming suddenly, said, "Will you lead Virginia in, or 
do you wait for me to do it." " Whichever you please, Mr. 
Hacready,'* was the ready answer, followed by such a laogh 
as onlv actors can enjoy. He even deceived the acting mam- 
ageir, Mr. Cowell, old and experienced as he was, in a similar 
manner in William Tell. When speaking to young Wheatley 
about his shoe being untied, Cowell said rather pettishly, 
''Don't keep us here all day, Mr. Macready, about the boy^ 
shoe— go on with the rebeiuraal." These are compliments to 
the colloquial skill of Macready, as great as was ever paid to 
any actor Dy his professional brethren. 

His Damon was by no means as good as Cooper's ; It was too 
laboured, too cold and artificial, to reach the feelings pf his 
audience. He confessed it was not a favourite character, and 
only assumed in compliance with the wishes of the manager. 

He sat for his portrait to Neagle for the acting American 
Theatre, and the plates sent to him on that ooQ^on produced 
the following note. 
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(OOPY.) 
Mf . MticreAdy presents his best compliments to Mr. Wemyas, to thank 
him for his elegant collection of theatrical portraits. He can only regret 
that he has so little title to Mr. Wemyas's acknowledgments, and th at he 
has had no ampler occasion of testifying his respect for one among the ^ 
few members of his profession whose deportment and manner he has 
observed as creditable to it. 

Approhaiion from Sir Hubert Stanley is praise indeed t 
The next star was Mrs. Kniffht, (late Miss Poyey,) who 
made her first appearance in Philadelphia, on the 29th of 
January, 1827, as Floretta, in the " Cabinet.** Who does not 
remember the bewitching simplicity of 

MBS. KNIGHT 1 

The archnesB and vivadi^ displayed in her acting, greatly en- 
hancing the pleasure derived firom the sweet tones she warbled 
forth in her ballads. She was the first female singer of cul- 
tivated taste, who had visited the United States sinoe the days 
of Miss Qeon;e> the Wowski of Coleman's " Inkle and Yarioo." 
Her attraction and popularity remained undiminished for 
many successive seasons. It was not only in opera she was a 
universal favourite, but her acting in Kate O'Brien in <' Per- 
fection," and Betty Finikin in *' Gretna Green," was truly ex- 
cellent ; it would have puzzled the most snarlinff critic to 
have found just cause for censure in the first named piece. So 
completely did she take her audience by surprise, that at the 
fiall of the cnrtain, the Pit actually rose by acclamation, de- 
manding a repetition, a compliment so very unusual in those 
days, when the habit of calling for every actor at the close of 
an engagement was not in vogue, that it was appreciated as 
no mean honour. She wa9 pleased to thank me personally 
for my performance of Charles Paragon, insisting tnat I was 
entitled to my fall share of the unexpected but highly valued 
compliment. Never was a more general shout of approbation 
heard within the walls of a theatre, than greeted my an- 
Bouncement of Mrs. Knight's compliance with the wishes of 
the audience. As I can call to mind no other instance on re- 
cord, dnridg my knowledge of the American stage, of such an 
occurrence, in justice to all concerned, I will record the cast. 
— Sir Laurence Paragon, Mr. C. Green ; Charles Paragon, Mr. 
Wemyss: Sam, Mr. John Mills Brown; Kate O'Brien, Mrs. 
Knight ; Susan, Mrs. C. Green. A more just estimate of the 
merit due to the actors, may be formed from the knowledge 
of the fact, that not one of them were in possession of their 
written i«iti, until the rehearsal on the day previous to the 
performance, which so gratified the brilliant audience assem- 
bled on the oocasioii of Mrs. Knight*s benefit. It was a pro^d 
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night for star^ maaagdis, and %oton. It is needless to add, it 
«M wpMted to an esodkn^i hona^ and haa retained poaiea- 
aion of the tti^ ever since. I have seen many Kate O'uien's, 
inclnding Misb Kelly, Clara Fisher and Miss Bock ; bnt never 
one who approached Mrs. Knight in excellence. It was indeed 
"Perfection.** 

On the 28th of Pebmary, Booth acted the tragedy of 
" Scylla.*' Mr. E. Forrest appeared as Pamon, on the 7th of 
March. And daring his engagement, which was not a pro< 
fitable one, he played Othello, KoUa, William Tell, Sir £. 
Mortimer, King Ijear, Jaffier, and on the 14th of March, 
Bichard the Third; the worst repcesentatiye of that character 
I ever witnessed ; nor do I think he has ever improved npon 
his first &Ise conception of the chaiacter. I may be wrong — 
bnt such is my opinion. 

Macready returned to ns on the 26th of March, commencing 
with Othello— playing the Stranger, Hamlet, Cardinal Wol- 
sey, Macbeth, Bomont, in the revived play of the ** Fatal 
Dowry ;*' Henry the 5th, Tirginins, King John ; and Felix, in 
the '« Hnnter of the Alps." 

On the 16th of April, 1827, (Easter Monday,) Henry 
Wallaok, who had become, since the death of Barrere, the 
lessee of Chatham Garden Theatre, was engaged to produce 
the spectacle of '^ Brian Boroihome,'' which had drawn crowds 
in tihe dty of New York. It was well prepared, the scenery 
excellently painted, and would doubtless have been successful, 
wi^ its play-bill surrounded with " Harps," and its *' Erin 
Oo Bragh,'* in flaming red letters;— but, Mr. Webb, an actor 
of some repute, who was to have been the representative of 
Voltimar, had been studying ancient history too closely, and 
oame to the conclusion, taking Shakspearo for his authority, 
that the Danes were powerful drinkers, and therefore appeared 
npon the stage so perfectly undisguised in liquor, that the 
audience thought proper to hiss, which he resented, by walk- 
ing out oi the theatre. Mr. Heyl read the part ; and the 
piece, in consequence of Webb^s misoondnct, was unequivo- 
cally damned, if ever a penal code should be enacted, for the 
sole punishment of actors, drunkenness should be a peniten- 
tiary offence, without the possibility of pardon. How many 
managers have had a prosperous season ruined, by the miscon- 
duct of one actor; and hundreds of dollars judiciously 
expended, lost for ever, by this worst of evil habits. The correc- 
tion is in the hands of the public alone : while they permit 
an actor, who has thus insulted them, to appear again, as if 
no offence had been committed, reformation is hopeless. Had 
Booth been banished, the stage might have lost an admirable 
actor, but the example would have deterred others, who pos- 
flesaed not his talent, from venturing upon the expcoiment.— > 
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Gtoorge Froderick Cooke was tolerated in hiB bratalitj, whicii» 
if properly checked and rebuked, wonld haye preyented 
Edmund Eean from offending in the iame manner. It is said, 
genius will be erratic, — this may be true ; but like the mad* 
neiB of the confidant, in Sheridan's ftjrce of the ^ Critic/' let 
it, by request, be kept in the back ground. 

For the benefit of Mr. Jefferson, whose name was sure to fill 
the house, his daughter. Miss E. Jefferson, made her first 

Spe&rance upon any stage, as Bosina, in the "Spanish 
irber." If Miss Warren was the best " debutante** I had 
erer seen. Miss Jeffergon was decidedly the worst ; she spoke 
80 low, and so completely lost all self-possession, that, had it 
not been for her father, she would scarcely haye escaped deri- 
sion. The only redeeming point was her song of " An old 
man would be ^wooing," in which she was feebly encored. From 
■ach an unfayourable beginning, little was to be expected. — 
But in the race commenced between KIbs Warren and herself 
although distanced in the first attempt, she &r outstripped 
her in her future career; rising step by step, until she be- 
came, as Mrs. S. Chapman, the leading actress of the American 
stage, in the Park Theatre of New York, justly admired by 
erery frequenter of the theatre; preying that the race is not 
always with the swift, or the battle with the strong. She 
married a second time, on the death of Mr. Chapman, Mr. 
Augustus Bichardson, of Baltimore, retiring firom the stage. 

7here was a similarity of fate in the career of these two 
ladies; both handsome, and both possessed of talent, both 
knarried to fbreigners, both left widows at an early age, and 
both entering a second time into the state of wedlock; one 
cl^inf in the 2entth of her fkme; the other haying reached 
the highest goal of her ambition, yoluntarily resigned the 
plaudits nightly bestowed unon her in the first theatre of her 
natiVe country, to enjoy tne blessings of domestic life, in 
retirement. 

The ^y of "John Bull," established Mr. John Green in 
fayour of the audience, as a good delineator of Irish character. 
His DennlB Bulgruddery was the greatest charm of the play, 
whidi was repeated four nights at the close of the season. 
Mr. Warren's benefit took place on the 12th of May, 1827 ; the 
theatre closing with the play of the " Core for the Heartache," 
and the ** Agreeable Surprise." 

We proceeded as usual, to Baltimore, for the spring season, 
and while there, I was taken one morning by surprise, by an 
offer from Mr. Warren^ to accept the acting and stage manage- 
BMut of the theatres under his direction ; to cross the Atlantic 
IBIA secrait his dramatic company, by engaging new faces 
fioni Bngiffiid. The offisr he made waa so abend, that I 
dodrad » few days for oonsideratioii. My friends irhcm I o<m« 
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suited on the occasion, strongly urged my acceptance; among 
others Mr. Lewis T. Pratt, little dreaming that this arrange- 
ment would at no very distant period make him co-lessee oi 
those very theatres. 

My professional pride was also flattered by the idea, that 
Mr. Wood's assertion of my total failure in America, would be 
foreyer set at rest, by my appearance among my old associates 
after an absence of flve years, as the manager of the Philadel- 
phia Theatre. I therefore agreed to relinquish my lottery 
business, and on the 6th of May, 1827, made an eng gement 
for three years with Mr. Warren, in which I promised to 
devote my time entirely to promote his interests. 

On the 20th of J'une, I sailed firom Philadelphia^ in the Tub- 
carora, commanded by Captain Serrill, to return to my 
native country, fuU of hopes and fears for the success of my 
mission. My instructions, and my views of those instructions 
were as follows. How well I penormed my duty, the public 
have placed on record, by their almost unanimous approval 
of those actoxB with whom I returned to open the season of 
1827 and 1828. 

(COPT.) Mb. WabBBII'6 I5SX£T7O1*XOV0« 

''MYDxAaSm: 

"In the mlBsion you have so kindly undertaken for me, you will 
please to observe the following instructions— first, the performers: 

•' A gentleman capable of acting first tragedy, or young men such as 
Harry Domton, Claudio, Laertes,— as to Hamlet, Richard, dec, you know 
since they have seen Kean, Macready, and such actors of the present day, 
to perform such plays without actors of that name and grade, would be 



" A man capable of sustaining heavy parts, which I am obliged to confer 
at present, on Wheatley. 

'* A young man who causing, — on that subject you understand my views. 

" A useful man to play low comedy, and if capable of playing Irish- 
men, the better ; which will be four. 

*' A lady capable of leading in tragedy, Belviderat also another lady, 
who would perform Lady Macbeth. If a woman of the time of life who 
could undertake both, it would be better. 

" The salaries not to exceed thirty dollars. I would rather 'have it, 
not more than six guineas ; but if an object is to be gained, two dollars 
will not make any difference. 

" Passage, and any advance you may make to be repaid by a weekly 
deduction. 

" Every engagement for two years, and the deduction shaU be appor- 
tioned to the time. It may happen that some of the parties may be mar- 
ried. Any arrangement which you think necessary for their comfort, 
will heMcededtobyme,a»IftmwcUconvin9edtll|tfyOttWiUdOt|ieJwt 
you CM fvir the concern. 
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■ ** With reelect to Mr. Miller, you will pleaae to enquire what at has 
sent ; and bring with you, what he has not, that you think will be use- 
ful ; but I don't want anything else. He can draw for the amount by 
way of Carey and Lea.'* 

These instnictions I was desired to s^ow Mr. Richard Peters, 
Jonr. of Philadelphia, and ask his advice upon the nature of 
them. On the 19th of June, 1827, he addressed me tho fol- 
lowing letter, 

(oopr.) 

'* Philadelphia, June 19, 18S7. 
« Dkar Sm:— 

" I have already delivered to you a bill of exchange for 75L atet'* 
ling, and have paid to you, by a check to your credit two hundred and 
thirty dollars. I now hand you a letter of credit from my friend, Mr. W. 
B. Evans, addressed to Mr. Grey Wilds, London, by which you will be 
enabled to draw 1502. sterling. These ar6 on account of Mr. Warren, and 
will be accounted for to me, by him. I have also made arrangements with 
Meairs. Thomas P. Cope and Sons, by which all persons for whom you 
may request a passage on board of any of the Philadelphia packets by a 
line addressed to the captains, will be received, and the prices of the pas- 
sage win be paid here by Mr. Warren. Captain West, of the Montezuma, 
has agreed to charge for the passages, the stipulated price payable at the 
par of exchange. This will be a saving of about fifteen dollars in each. 

The other captains will do the same, if you insist upon it, and if they 
will not, there is another line, which sails from Liverpool the 20th of 
every month. I have thus completed all the arrangements assigned to me 
by Mr. Warren, and. I trust they will be found satisfactory. 

'* A word or two about your project— as Mr. Warren has authorised me 
to speak of it. I think it fortunate that Hallam has been before you, and 
has made his selection ; you know the force of those he has engaged, and 
must go beyond him. You will be able to ascertain what the talents of 
all those he has brought with him are, and you must get persons who are 
superior to them in talent and in personal appearance, and in reputation* 
Do not let a guinea a week, or even more, separate you, if they can be 
obtained. I know Warren will confirm this, and I will get him to say so 
to you in writing. It will be all-important that you aooomplish the ob- 
ject of your visit upon the principles I have stated, and succeeding in it, 
you will put Mr. Cowell and S. at defiance. Allow me to remind yon, 
that with the audience, who are to be amused at the Chesnut Streec 
Theatre, polished manners, good exterior, and a guarded sense of decorum 
are all-Important. I claim no more than your knowledge of us wUl con- 
cede, when I say that -an actor who does not appear as a gentleman will 
never succeed here; this deficiency has been the cause of the failure oC 
many. It is not that he shall act the gentleman well, but that he shall 
be a gentleman who pleases us. Mr. Hallam has not competency to a8< 
eertain and judge of this matter, for his gentleman was vulgar, and his 
taste as low and as coarse as possible. I do you no more than justice to 
aay, you have always exhibited the qualifications so necessary and im- 
portant. 
9 
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** Let your sin^ be a gentlemati, and oftpaUe of playfaijir the ^atttf of 
opera, as such a person would exhibit their superior voice. High musieal 
attainments are not so essential as expression, feeling, and vivacitjr; a 
good singer, not a superior one, who will maintain with respectability his 
parts in opera, will have much to do next season, with the Jefferson, who 
promises to be very attractive. I do not exactly understand what Mr. W. 
means by a female to play Belvidera, and another to play Lady Macbeth ; 
the lady who can play the first ought to play the second. I think if you 
can get a lady to play high tragedy, of middle age, not old, of good ap- 
pearance, and I should say a lady who can play Lady Teazle, and the 
females in very high comedy, you would do better. If you could find a 
person, who wi^ low comedy, can play well in melo*drama and in panto- 
mime, it would be well. Bring out the materials for two or more ^good 
p^tomimea. Our friend Warren is too much disposed to confidence ; I 
w;qul4 advise you to establish an agency for him altogether independent 
of. Price &: Co., and the New Yorkers, and let it be private ; they will 
itibe him off if they can, but this you can prevent, by a judicious selection. 

" Arrangements should be made to have sent out all pieces which hit, if 
t^ey are of a general nature. You may arrange with Mr. Cur win, to 
whom I give you a letter, to forward them from Liverpool, and let the 
Igent send thein to him ; a little expense, &c., incurred, will be repaid. 
Vou remembej: you have active, enterprising, and skilful opppnents ; they 
i^e more— they are without principle, for so I must say of those, who, 
like Mr. Cowell, ''have bribed off Mr. W.'s actors," and of Mr. Simpson, 
whp said, ** Let Warren g?t out who he will, I will have them in New 
Vojk in a month." I say this to show you the necessity of exertion, of 
^'aution, and of making your contracts explicit and positive. 

" I ^Iso say so to induce you to procure performers of more attraction 
han those which the circus habits of Mr. Hallam have enabled him to 
.elect. Remember the comparison will he between those selected by 
tl^Uam and Mr. Wemyss. It will be the test of your judgment and your 
'a^tQ, and I feel satisfied you will surpass in both. I recommend to you, 
uid will get Warren to confirm it, if the payment of the passage out 
j^ouldbe made an insurmountable objection, with a performer of high 
lUainments, that you agree to pay it, stipulating that if Warren, to repay 
limself, desires to put up a benefit, in his or her name, he may do it. It 
rill be very unfortunate, if, under such an arrangement, we would not be 
( epaid the cost of the passive. The plan of making the weekly salary 
'eis, and paying the passage, is a good one. 

*' Wishing you a good voyage, and requesting you to say to Mrs. 
iTemyss, if I can be of any service to her while you are abroad,, she may 
jommand me. I am yours, very respectfully, 

(Signed) Bichajrd PsTfihs, Jukr. 

" P.S.— Let me recommend to you to call upon the stars in London, all 
'ou think may come here, and tell them not to sell themselves to Price 
nd Co. Put an article in the Theatrical Messenger, stating what stars 
et here when they come on their own account. I will send you the ma- 
3i:ials. for this by the packet from New York, which sails the 4th of 
'uly . This will break up the New York plans. This will let the bifftgk 
ome here without Price and Simpson, and, in the end, will do more ibr 
Varren's scheme than they can counteract. You may leave the doettment^ 
crt^ed by Warren's treasurer^ with the publisher of the article* 
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*^ AjfeifUla what agreement the stars would make with Warren, to come 
out here, and he may write them on your return, or before. Thia will 
Imre two eilkctf : it will give you weight with them, give Warren a 
standidg, and make them hesitate to sell themselves to Price.'* > 

All the contenta of this letter were afterwards approved by 
tfr. Warreiit in a letter addressed to me in London, it will 
hb seen that one of the great objects of my visit to England, 
was to place the Chesnut Street Theatre on the high ground 
fiom whioh it hud lately receded, by treating directly with 
lh« stata, in London, instead of receiving tfaem> second-hand, 
throngb the managers of the Park Theatre, New York, with 
whom it had become a fashion, to say, ** you must receive Mr., 

or. Mrs., or Miss , on such a day, or they cannot visit 

Pbil^delphia at all." The general break-up in theatricals 
Which took place in 1829 and 1830, alone prevented the sue- 
CCBB of this scheme. Mrs. Sloman's success induced Mrs. W. 
West and Mrs. Yining, to enter at once into terms, which, 
Warren retiring from the management, prevented from being 
earned into effect 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Arrival in Liverpool. Meeting of Price and James Wallack. Stars in 
proq»ect. Miserable situation of the Provincial Theatres in regard to 
Talent. Journey to London. An EZnglish M. P. Offer of Alliance, 
Offensive and Defensive, with Dr. Hart, Agent of the Bowery Theatre. 
Engagement concluded with Mr. and Mrs. Sloman, Mrs. Austin, Miss 
George, and John Thompson Norton. Numerous Engagements with 
Clever Actors. Whole Ship-load of Actors for Philadelphia. Safe 
Arrival. Pleasant Voyage. Managerial Trouble commencing. The 
Opening of the Season of 1827 and 1828. 

I ABKtvED at Liverpool on the 20th July, and as the vessel 
fras made Ust to the dock, the first person I saw standing on 
tbe wharf was Stephen Price, at that time manager of Drury 
Ijane Theatre. He, and James Wallack, were anxiously ex- 
weoting Macready who, I informed them, I had left acting in 
Baltimore. They invited me to dine with them, anxious to 
hear all the news from America. I promised to see them in the 
evening, which we spent together, proceeding to the theatre, 
where I met my old friends. Meadows and Paul Bedford. 

Priee declared to me he had no connection with American 
tiieatricsSs, and knew no one, except Simpson, whom he 
mwdd be more hafpy to serve than Warren, since he had cut 
aMIl Mr. Lignum. 1 received much valuable information 
£rou MDy » to tke whereabonts of nany actus I ms anxious 



112 THKATRICAL BIOaRAPHT. 

to Bee; bat I soon fbund^ on my antTal in London^ thatr ttr. 
Price was still considered the manager of the Park Theatre, 
New York ; however, from him I learnt that Mrs. Slomaa 
might be induced to cross the ^ tlantic if 1 could make her aa 
offer worth accepting. Haying been an intimate associate of 
Sloman, when we were together in the Canterbury company, 
I lost no time in addressing a letter to him, requesting to see 
him as early as possible, after my arrival in London. On the 
Ist of August we met, and concluded an engagement for one 
year, for the service of himself and Mrs. Sloman, for which I 
agreed, on behalf of Mr. Warren, to pay him twenty«8ev6ii 

?ounds per week, and allow him all his travelling expenses, 
his was one of the most Important as well as most sacoessfal 
engagements I made. • 

The mania for theatrical emigration to America was ftt its 
height when I arrived in London. Dr. Hart of New York, 
had engaged a stroxig reinforcement for the Bowery Theatre 
of that city. The Boston managers were also exerting them- 
selves to meet the opposition preparing for them by the erec- 
tion of the Tremont Theatre, of which Pelbpr was to be the 
manager. Hallam had engaged nearly an entire company for 
the Walnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia, among whom were 
Harry Smith and John Shefton. Applications from actors of 
minor repute flocked in upon me by dozens, employing at 
least an hour a day to answer. My first care was to see what 
could be procured in the provincial theatres, but never was I 
more disappointed ; with the exception of Miss Huddart and 
Miss Kenneth, both of Birmingham, and a Mr. Hammond, at 
Liverpool, there was not an actor worth making an offer to, 
and I was determined, if I could not meet with those whom 
my judgment approved, to return to the United States without 
forming any engagements at all. 

Booth had strongly recommended to my notice Mr. S. 
Chapman, as a young man of talent, worth enquiring after, 
and I fortunately found him in the humour to iinswer my pur- 
pose. His brother William having been engaged for the 
Bowery Theatre, I had no difficulty in forming an engagement 
mutually satisfactory. 1 agreed to give him five pounds per 
week, which he thought then a liberal offer, although some 
time after his arrival in the United Scates, although regularly 
paid, he grumbled at exceedingly, because he found othersy 
of leas value to the theatre than himself, in receipt of higher 
emolument. 

My next enquiry was after Mr. Southwell, and I must con- 
fess my surprise was equal to my pleasure, in finding the 
dashing Borneo, my old strolling acquaintance, Francis, Irhom 
I parted with in Bolton, Lancashire. I had considerable 
difficulty in prevailing upon him to listen to my proposal ; he 
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laughed at the idea ; nor do I think even onr old Mendahip 
woald have induced him to listen to my overtures, had he not 
have had a quarrel with Elliston upon the score of business, 
vrhen. Irishman-like, acting upon the impulse of the moment, 
he came directly from the theatre to me, and to prevent the 
possibility of reconciliation, signed his articles before he left 
my lodgings, to my no small gratiUcation, although much to 
the annoyance of Elliston, who threatened to arrest him for 
breach ol contract, if he attempted to sail for America ; and 
poor Southwell felt uneasy until he was safely at sea on board 
the Montezuma. 

Mercer and family next engaged my attention, a most 
valuable acquisition to any theatre. I now tried Rowbotham, 
and was equally successful. Miss Emery, of the Surrey . 
Theatre, I was also fiurtunate enough to engage, and on re- 
counting my recruits, I began to feel proud of my success. A 
male singer was the only important person I now wanted, and 
here I was completely baffled, and at last imposed upon by 
Fearman, who recommended to me his pupil Hutchings, at 
that time engaged in the York Theatre. He was the only 
person to whose talent I was a stranger, until I had committed 
myself beyond the possibility of retracting, and bad as was the 
bargain, it was Hobson*s choice, " that or none" I now turned 
my attention to a machinist, and materiel for a good panto- 
mime. Mr. Henry Lewis was recommended to me by Barry- 
more, a most able mechanic, whose failings rendered his talent 
a souroe of mortification more than profit, although he was of 
^eat service to the theatre. Master and Miss Kerr, and Miss 
Hawthorn, together with two yoxmg ladies named Minter, 
who fuled to make their appearance at the appointed time, 
Mr. WiUis as a melo-dramatic leader, completed my arrange- 
ments, and with a feeling of pride I wrote to Mr. Warren, 
informing him of my success in carrying out all his views. 

I now received a note enclosed to Mr. Kenneth, firom the 
Hon. F, H. F. Berkeley, requesting an interview, which I 
found waa an application from Mrs. Austin, which I was most 
willing to entertain. She. was then singing at Yauzhall, 
where I went to hear her, and was so delighted with her 
voice, that on the following morning, after a few moments* 
conversation, I left two proposals for«her consideration, to the 
last of which she replied, — 

" Mis. Austin if prepared to accede to an engagement at Philadelphia, 
aB propoied by Mr. Wemyss, for twelve nights, at ten pounds sterling per 
night, and a half dear benefit, to take place on any day, Friday or Saturday 
excepted ; the strength, or any part of the company being at Mrs. Austin's 
disposal on that ni^ht. Mrs. Austin to appear at Philadelphia (unless in- 
disposed by the voyage) within a week after her arrival j not to play mor© 



than tbree times a week, and to be guaranteea an engagement at Bfatil«OF<^ 
sharing wifh the manager, after the expenses ; the balance to be struck be" 
tween the parties each night; the payment either weekly or nightly, a^ 
may please the manager." 

This was the snbstance of the engagement, which was finally 
arranged, with the option of a renewal for twelve nights longeri 
on the part of the manager, on the same terms. 

(COPT OF va. H. bbbeblby's Mon.) 

" Mr. H. Berkeley's compliments to Mr. Kenneth, begs to acquaint him, 
that on Monday he will meet Mr. Wemyss and himself at Mrs. Austin's, at 
any time Mr. Kenneth may fix, finally to arrange everything. Mr. Berkeley 
sees no obstacle, but will make every remark on paper, to the most parti> 
cttlar iota, for Mr. Wemyss^ approval. Mr. Kenneth will be kind enough 
to acquaint Mr. W. that Mrs. Austin can get an engagement at eith« theatre 
in New York, and appear there first, but that she certainly shaU consider 
herself bound to Mr. Warren, and respecting all other- engagements in 
America, shall make a point to be guided by that which will be most agree- 
able or useful to the Philadelphia manager. 

*' Respecting the ten pounds, nightly, Mrs. Austin' will be entirely guided 
by Colonel Berkeley, who arrives on Saturday at Berkeley House, and it 
was owing to his opinion, that she made the proposal ; but it has removed 
much objection in her mind to find Mr. Wemyss ready to meet the terms, 
as it clearly proves his good opinion (tf the venture. In short, Mr. Berkeley 
merely proposes Monday, because of the arrival of his brother, the neces- 
sity of attending to whom, Mr. Kenneth can very well understand." 

Here was a great point gained in a negooiation for a atarf 
the Ghesnut Street Theatre receiving a preference to eitiber 
the Park or Bowery Theatres of Kew York, and through n 
source which might hereafter be turned to great advantage. 
The patronage of Colonel Berkeley to theatres and theatrio&k 
in London, being too well known to require comment. 

It was in consequence of this engagement, which was con* 
duded on the Moimay, that John Thompson Norton, the truin- 
peter, par excellence, was engaged to try his ibrtune in the 
western world— an acquisition to the otchestta of no mettft 
value. 

On the Tuesday, August 21at, I found the following note 
upon my table. 

"Dr. Hart, of New York, has had the pleasure of waiting on Mr. Wemyaa, 
on business relative to the Philadelphia Theatre. Tf it will suit the entire 
convenience of Mr. W., Dr. Hart will be glad to see him any time tohtner- 
row, between 12 and 3 o'clock, at his residence, Na 14, FttU MalL 
« Tuesday, Aug. 21, 188T." 

I waited iqwn Dr. Hart at the appointed time ; the Mtult 
was the engagement of Miss George^ to appear Hi IliilAddlphia. 
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He made also an offer which I agreed to, sabject to the final 
approval of Mr. Warren, in Phila^lphia. It was, if the Boweiy 
Theatre of New York, of which he was the agent in London, 
would receive such stars as we engaged, on fair and reciprocal 
terms that the Philadelphia Theatre would enter into an ar- 
ranj^ement to exclude entirely every star known to be imported 
by Price and Simpson, and lend our aid to the engagement of 
Braham and Madame Yestris, f©r the Bowery and Philadel- 
phia theatres. Br. Hart further pledged himself. If Warren 
agreed to this arrangement, that the French Dancers, now on 
their way to America, or any auxiliary aid from their com- 
pany, which could frustrate the views of the New York man- 
ager, in Philadelphia, should be at our disposal, by giving one 
week's notice. He honestly confessed these offers were not 
made that they loved us more, but that they hated the Park 
most. 

This was a strong blow aimed at the prosperity of the Park 
Theatre, which, if the Boston managers, who were also tired 
of their thraldom, had entered into, would have placed Price 
and Simpson in the situation of suppliants^ rather than the 
despots which they had hitherto proved. 

Gilfert was the first to break this arrangement by an angry 
publication, stating that Miss George was engaged only for the 
Bowery Theatre, any other announcement to the contrary not- 
withstanding, while I had a written engagement in my pos> 
session, which, in justification, I published at full length in 
the newspapers of the day. E. Forrest also, whose movements 
were dictated by the Bowery manager, to whom he was then 
engaged, formed another obstacle to the fulfilment of the in- 
terests of both theatres, that no good was ultimately gained by 
either party from preliminaries which promised so fairly. 

Had Gilfert acted in good faith towards Mr. Warren, the 
Park Theatre must have lost the omnipotent name of the The- 
atre ; for, during the winter of 1827 and 1828, it presented the 
uncommon spectacle of being dependent, for foreign attraction, 
almost entirely upon the importation of other theatres ; Clara 
Fisher and Mr. H^m being the only new stars over whom they 
exercised any control. 

But the first proposition made to the Bowery Theatre, to 
exchange stars on iair and reciprocal terms, in the person of 
Mrs. Sloman for Mr. E. Forrest ; (and every body who recol- 
lects any thing about theatrical representations knows that 
Mrs. Sloman's first engagement was a succession of well-filled 
houses, the worst of which was better than any house Mr* 
E. Forrest had ever attracted to the Chesnut Street Theatre, 
at that time, except on the occasion of his benefit,) was re- 
oelved almost as an insult, both to the lady and the manage- 
zoeni 
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The disavowal of Dr. Hart's authority to enter into any saoh 
arrangement, and the coolness that followed, healed the breach 
which was tlureatened between the Park Theatre and the Ches- 
nut Street Theatre ; Mr. Warren being perfectly willing to 
form a treaty, oflfeniive and defensive, with the Bowery Thea- 
tre, but by no means anxious merely to change masters, which 
appeared to be Mr. Gilferts^s view of the alliance. 

On the 8th of September, I embarked at Liverpool, on board 
the Montezuma, Captain West, on my return to Philadelphia^ 
accompanied by Mj. and Mrs. Southwell, son and servant ; 
Mr. S. Chapman and brother; Mr. Hutchings ; Mr. and Mrs. 
Mercer, and son; Miss Emery; Mr. J. T. I^orton; Mr. Willis; 
Mr., Mrs., and Miss Ker; Miss Haivthom and Miss Worghman; 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis, and £Eunily ; leaving Mr. and Mrs. Sioman; 
Mrs. Austin ; Miss George ; Miss Minter ; and Mr. and Mis. 
Bobotham, to follow as early as possible. 

I must do Captain West the justice to say he made us all as 
comfortable, as it was possible under the circumstances, tobe ; 
a merrier set seldom crossed the Atlantic in company. We 
had one masquerade, two or three concerts, which, considering 
the musical talent, were excellent, indeed — better than an 
audience assembled on shore paid a dollar per ticket to hear — 
and several dances, which we must honour with the name of 
ball ; all this tending to make a summer passage a pleasant 
voyage. 

On the 17th of October, 1827> I left the ship, with the 
letter bag, proceeding up to town on the Norfolk steamboat, 
reported myself to Mr. Warren, found my wife and children 
in excellent health, and myself once more at my own fire- 
side. If a man wishes to know the comforts of home, let him 
be absent three or four months, with a wide expanse of water 
dividing him from those he holds most dear. It was within 
one day of four months, since I parted from my wife, during 
which time I had not been stationary one day ; having been 
either on board a ship, a steamboat, or a mail coach, at some 
period during each twenty*four hours of my absence from 
America. 

Mr. Davis*s company of French comedians were acting in 
the Chesnut Street Theatre. The policy of this movement 
has been much doubted ; certain it is that the fashionables of 
Philadelphia mustered so strong in their support, that Mr. 
Davis was induced to repeat his visit each succeeding summer; 
but it had a most sinister effect iipon the opening of the 
English season. Notwithstanding Mr. Warren had expended 
between five and six thousand dollars for auxiliary aid, the 
band having; been augmented by recruits from Germany, 
under the direction of Mr. Braun, making the orchestra the 
the most complete ever assembled within the walls of an 
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Aikttiotti theatre, yet the leoeipts of the first week fell short 
of the nightly expenditnre. It was not nntil the prodnotion 
bf "Eya£ie/' and the '' Kenoontre/' that the season began to 
asBume a fayonrable appearance, and was brought to a most 
BUcceBBftil close. 

On the 24th of October, a concert was given, to introduce 
the new band with eclat ; in which I had the satisfaction of 
hearing Mr. Willis alone encored. This 1 looked up^n as a 
fayourable omen, and received many congratulations from my 
friends. 

The theatre was announced to open on the 29th, with 
** Borneo and Juliet/* and " Is he Jealous," to give Mr. South- 
well an opportunity of appearing in Romeo. I soon dis- 
covered that the stage manager's situation was not to be a 
bed of roses. I received no less than seven anonynous letters 
npon the subject of Miss Warren's playing Juliet. 

Southwell, however, made quite a mt in Komeo, and Miss 
Warren, notwithstanding all the hints of secret foes, played 
Juliet very prettily. On the following evening Mr. Mercer 
and Mr. Hutchings made their bow; the former gentleman 
becoming at once a decided favourite. Mr. S. Chapman made 
his appearance as Pierre, in " Venice Preserved," imder most 
nnfovourable circumstances: Mr. Wood having been an- 
nounced for the part, but unable from sickness to play. Miss 
Emery was the Belvidera. Mr. Korton also made his first ap- 
pearance. The houses during these preliminary arrangements 
were very bad, but on the production of " Evadne," in which, 
for the first time, all the strangers were placed before the 
audience in one play, curiosity filled the house, and from that 
moment prosperity began to dawn. At the conclusion of the 
play Mr. Warren publicly returned me his thanks for the able 
manner in which I had accomplished his miEsion. 

The next successful step was the production of a new comedy 
entitled the *' Rencontre," which, with ** Evadne," filled the 
house for several nights. The non-arrival of Mrs. Austin, as 
expected, by the Itobert Edwards, had left me in uncertainty 
as to my movements with regard to stars ; therefore, it was 
fortunate that the public appreciated the efforts of our really 
good stock company. 

On the 14th of September Mr. Charles Horn made his first 
appearance in Philadelphia, as Yonng Meadows, in " Love in 
a Village," Mrs. Knight playing Rosetta ; although the first 
stars of the season, they were not very successful. 

On the 26th, I received the following letter from the Hon. 
P. H. P. Berkeley:— 

<i5 
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'* Algonauii^'' (at iea») Siiiid»y» Noit, i»t^ 1991;* 
« My Dsar Sib, 

" Mrs. Austin^ Mrs. Sloman, and Mr. Stonuu, are liere^ all ii\ 
health, as well as 

*' Yours, truly, 
(Signed) " F. H. F. Bbbkelby.* 

This was a weight removed from my mind, although it was 
unfortunate; the two stars, from whom I expected most, 
arriving in the same vessel. Had Mrf. Austin have come, as 
arranged, by the Kobert Edwards, the money paid to Mrs. 
Horn and Mrs. Knight would have been saved to the treasury, 
and her own reception would have been more to her aatisfac- 
tion. She made her first appearance in America, at the 
Chesnut-street Theatre, December 10th, 1827. 

Mbs. AUSTIN. 

ThiA lady, who became so popular in Kew York, as tha fii;at 
representative of Cinderella in the United Stat^, and who, 
in conjunction with Mr. Jones, made English Opera &ahiosL- 
able, was engaged by me in London for the Chesnut-strdQt 
Theatre, Phfladelphia. She made her first appearance as 
Rosetta, in " Love in a Village ;" the brilliant style in whjlcli 
she executed the music at once established her reputation, as 
a singer of more than ordinary talent^ but the taste for music 
and tho opera was in its infancy ; to Mr. Warren belongs the 
credit of its cultivation. The excellent orchestra of the yeac 
1827 and 1828, provided for the Chesnut-street Theatre, de- 
served a better fate than to be scattered throughout the 
Union. Three years later, such music within the walls of a 
theatre would have formed no inconsiderable portion of the 
evening's attraction. 

Mrs. Austin's engagement, although rich in reputation, was 
a failure, in the most important matter to the manager, 
" money." Every body who heard her sing, praised her ; but 
circumstances, beyond the control of the theatre, and an un- 
manly attack in the columns of a newspaper, to gratify the 
feelings of parties who must not be mentioned, induced the 
ladies to absent themselves on the nights of her performance. 
This prejudice, unjustly fostered against her at a later period, 
she entirely surmounted, and became a great &yourite. She 
played Bosetta, Lucy Bertram, Boslna, Margaretta, Florenoe 
St. Leon, Diana Yernon, Mary Copp, and for her benefit re- 
vived Dr. Ames's opera of " Artaxerxes," in which she gave 
the music of Mandane with splendid effect ; Mercer playing 
Artabanes ; Hutchings, Arbaces ; Miss. E. Jefferson, Art^zeExes ; 
and Mis. Darleyj Irene. I quostion if the opera was eyer better^ 
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performed in Ameriea than on this occasion* She proceeded 
to Kew Tork, where she became a reigning favourite, assisted 
by Horn and Mr. Pearman—repairing the wound Mrs. Sloman'a 
BucoeBS had inflicted upon her vanity, and taming the tables, 
as far as attrition was concerned, decidedly in her favour. 



CHAPTEE Xy. 

Mrs* Slonuui*8 First Appearance in America. Great Receipts. Good 
Generalship. Ridiculous Habits. Mrs. Austin. E. Forrest. Play 
of the "Usurper.** Grand ^Eiare Up. After Thunder^ Clear We*. 
ther Again. 

Thb 7th of December, 1827, was a day of anxiety. On that 
evening Mts. Sloman made her first appearance as Isabella, 
in the " Patal Marriage.*' To me her ancoess or failure was a 
matter of great importance ; for, as the first star imported for 
the Philadelphia Theatre, our future exertions would be 
guided by her reception. She was an old acquaintance ; her 
husband had been an intimate companion, in the happiest 
days of my strolling career. Mr. Warren was pledged, 
through me, to pay her twenty pounds sterling per week, for 
one year ; it cannot, therefore, ^e a matter of surprise that I 
exerted myself to the utmost m her favour, that I entered 
the theatre full of fears for the result, with the one hope, so 
spendidly realized, that she might please the audience. 

The house was only indifferently filled, but the pit was 
overflowing, and her success triumphant. 

Mas. SLOMAN 

produced a greater sensation, and drew more money for thir« 
teen successive nights, than any star who had hitherto graced 
the boards of the Chesnut Street Theatre. She was a com- 
pound of faults and beauties, in the art of acting — so blended 
that it was at times difficult to say whether her performance 
was really good, or very bad, but it seldom failed to please 
her audience. 

When I first saw her, in Canterbury, in 1818, she was, as 
Miss Whitaker, a pretty and a clever girl, playing singing 
chambermaids, in which she was a great favourite ; she then 
became the wife of Mr. Henry Dowton, (the manager's son,) 
and by her kindness and attention to his comfort, during a 
long and tedious illness, acquired the estimation of all who 
loiew her. Some years after his death she became the wife 
of HCr. John 31oinan, and made her appearance as a tragic 
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actretty with (mocess, at Covent Garden Theatre. Her repn- 
tatioa, aided by the reoommendation of Mr. Pzice, induced 
me to make the oifer^ on behalf of the Philadelphia Theatre, 
which her hnsband accepted. On the firat night of her ap- 
pearance in America, very few ladies graced the boxes, but 
the improBsion made upon the audience, in the character of 
Isabella, was so favourable that at an early hour on the fol- 
lowing morning the doors were besieged by an anxious crowd, 
widtii^ to secure places in the boxes, which, on her second 
appearance, were filled to overflowings and so continued 
during her engagement. The receipts of her first perform- 
ance were two hundred dollars less than any subsequent 
representation. The thirteen nights produced ten thousand 
six hvaidred and thirty dollars and seventy-five cents, or 817 
dollars 75 cents per night — a result most gratifying to me 
and satisfactory to Mr. Warren, who again thanked me, by 
Judge Hopkinson, for the able manner in which he was 
plowed to say I had discharged my conmiission. 

Mr& Sloman played Isabella, Mis. Haller, Belvidera ; Jane 
Shore; Juliet, Mrs. Oakley, Ladv Townley ; repeating several 
of the characters by request. In "Jane Shore," where Miss 
Emery, (who had become an established favourite) played 
Alicia, there was quite an animated contest fbr superiority — 
Mr. Matthew Carey, whose opinion was of some value in such 
xnatters, openly declaring his preference for Miss Emery, who 
was a valuable actress. This difference of opinion was of ser- 
vice to the treasury. 

Mrs. Sloman left us, for the Federal Street Theatre, in 
Boston, where the same success did not attend her efforts; 
while in the Park Theatre, Kew York, Simpson proved for 
once a good general, by crushing her with superior attraction, 
on the nights on which she did not appear : Mr. Horn, Mr. 
Pearman and Mrs. Austin, playing together in opera three 
nights a week, while Mrs. Sloman, imsupported, occupied 
the other three. 

With her first success terminated her attraction. So fickle 
is the public mind, that on her return to Philadelphia, before 
the close of the seaeon, she could not attract a single dollar. 
The same thing occurred to Clara Fisher, whose first engage- 
ment was only eclipsed by Mrs. Sloman^. 

Mr. Sloman made his bow to an American audience, on the 
occasion of his wife's benefit, December 17th. His comic 
singing proved very attractive, giving a fresh impetus to the 
desire of the audience for a re-engagement of Mrs. Sloman. 
Mr. Sloman's acting, having the advantage of many original 
parts, was coxisidered good by many critics; however, I cannot 
pronounce it so. His singing was excellent; and in that 
alone consisted the secret of his great benefits throughQut 
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the United States. It was only from this source in Kew 
York that the engagement of Mr. and Mrs. Sloman paid Mr. 
Warren. 

While upon the subject of New York theatricals, the 
. managers there have a foolish habit of announcing pieces for 
representation for the &:st time in America, whidi have fre- 
quently been played in Philadelphia, deceiTing only them- 
seWes by thia miserable trick, and provoking comparisons by 
no means favourable to their managerial enterprise. As thus : 
a Philadelphian visits New York, inquires for a play bill, 
seea a piece thus announced, and naturally enough says, « Why, 
have you not seen ihat, yet? your managers must have bew 
asleep ; it has been acted in our city six months ago." 

Mrs. Austin having proceeded to New York, the nights 
vacated were assigned to Mr. Er. Forrest, on condition that he 
should return and finish the engagement, on the 26th of 
March. He appeared as Brutus, in Howard Payne's tragedy, 
on the 5th of January, but the houses were indifferently at- 
tended ; but it must be remembered at this time Mr. Porrest 
had not acquired the fame which afterwards enabled him to 
dictate terms to managers. He was climbing the hill with 
rapid strides, but had not reached its summit. 

On the 26th of December, 1827, the long announced tragedy 
of the "Usurper,'* written by Dr. M'Henry, was produced. 
Ere I speak of its reception by the public, let me state that 
Dr. M'Henry cast the characters himself, selecting those 
actors he thought best qualified to give him support. I record 
this, to show the feeling which existed towards him as an 
author, and the disposition of the management to afford him 
every facility in their power, which could contribute to his 
success. 

The Doctor received an assurance, that so long as the 
tragedy would draw the nightly expenses incidental to the 
peribrmanoes, (300 dollars,) it should be repeated. The news- 
papers were zealous in their endeavours to aid his cause, and 
a writer in the Saturday Post went so far as to say, ''In 
Europe, on a piece being more than commonly successful, it 
vras the practice of the audience to call for its repetition by 
name." Here the cue of action was distinctly given. The 
night of performance arrived. The prologue, written by 
James S. Barker, Esq., fell to my lot. I will first give the 
dramatis personse ; for tsince that eventful night, the infant, 
whose death is announced in the second scene, which incident 
had nearly upset the gravity of the spectators, has grown up 
and become a talker on his own behalf ; whether the play be 
improved by the alteration, I leave tiiose who witnessed its 
performance, and (since the Doctor's resolution "to print it, 
and 8hnm ikefooUt) have had oourago to read it, to decide. 
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THE TTSTJfiPEE. 

Cobftlia (tk4 Usurper) Mr. Southwell ; Labsa, King of Man- 
Bketf Mr. Brown; Mahon, (rightful heir to the throne) Mr. 
Meroer; Pftrtholon, Mr. S. Chapman; Arch Droid,' {confidant 
to Cobtha) Mr. Wood; Connal, Mr. Heyl; Athmore, Mr. 
Hath well; Hermod, Mr. Drummond; Cathal, Mr. Barlej; 
Clansaifh, Mr. Wheatley ; First Chief, Mr. Parker ; Second 
Chief, Mr. Murray; Third Chief, Mr. Delarue; First Soldier, 
Mr. Kl^tt : Second Solder, Mr. Lyons ; Tlilrd Soldier,. Mr. 
Bengali ; Firat Bard, Mr. Hutchings ; Second Bard, Mr. Jeflfer- 
Bon ; Priestess Miss Emery ; EMojor, Mies Warren ; J^oxes^t, 
Misi Dartey ; Servant, Mias Hathwell. 

Music coBapofled expressly for the piece by Mr. Willis. 

The Prologue written by James S. Barker, Esq,, to. be spokMi 
by Mr. Wemyss, 

PROLOGUE. 

From that romantic Isle, whose emarald plains 
In smiling verdure, hide their sanguine staiits i 
I The land of heroes, and by patriots trod. 

The land of lovers, and the bard's abode. 
From-Erin borne on poesy's magic wing. 
The chiefs of other days we hither bring , 
To claim within this hospitable dome, 
A stranger's welcome, in a stranger's home. 
The poet of the scene, who trembling woos. 
To-night the favour of the tragic muse. 
Though not unknown to you, his tuneful page. 
For the first time presumes to tread the Stage ; 
And conscious of the peril, suppliant bends i 

Before a jury of indulgent friends. 
Not his the strain, where fabling numbers flows. 
And turgid diction speaks fictitious woe ; 
In nature's language he essays the art. 
To reach the judgment, and to touch the heart. 
From the historic page his theme he draws. 
And days when Erin dared give Erin laws. 
What time the sage's voice and soldier's call. 
And bards' proud anthem rang through Tara's Hall ; 
While Erin's priests yet held their Druid rite. 
And Erin's warriors dared for Erin fight. 
Our poet's pencil paints the moral scene. 
Teaching what ought to be, by what has been. 
Lo 1 the red fratricide, whose regal vest. 
Clasps scorpion conscience closer to his breast; 
Or the arch hypocrite, whose holy guise. 
Cheats, for a season only, mortal eyes. 
Hurl'd from a throne^ or ftom the altar driv'n; 
Detested, scom'd of man, condemned of Heav'n 



And generous {nenxd, the living truths portrayed. 
That virtue, friendship, and unspotted love. 
On earth revered, draw blessings from above. 
Such was thegenuine drama's moral School, 
The drama scorned by bigot and by fool; 
When trith the energy of wisdom firaught, 
'She Addlflons, and dteeles, and Johnsons taught* 
Aad thottgh to-night, we boast no golden name. 
Like theirs, bright sparkling on the scroll of fiune. 
Let the endeavour to uphold the laws 
Of the pure drama, and great virtue's cause, 
Secure the patient hearing for our bard. 
The candid judgment, and the just reward. 

Well' would it have been for Dr. M'Hen^'a causa, had hi* 
tragedy contained but half the merit of this prologue. Kot- 
withstanding the exertions of his friends, I never witnessed 
a more complete failure. It is teue> that as the curtain fell, 
many young men, fond of making a noise, and delighting in 
t^h^. p^Q8]p«o^ q£ a ^h«atrlsal row, yocileroiifily ctUled' i»xi the 
wsiJkko^ and) a Eepeiiitioa q€ the play, which I promised foi^ tha 
ioUtonring Thursday, aunouncing it in the pky bills as follows : 

•* The Usurper having been unanimously called for by the audience on 
.ts first ifepresentation, will be played again on Thursday next.** 

For this, I received the thanks of the author, and, until the 
termination of the next performauce, X was eviery thjlng that 
gratitude could ma^e me ; I even received a present of one of 
the author's poems, accompanied with, **iromL }m assured 
f£iend> Dr. K'HJenry," wjitteu by his own ha&d, on the title- 
page. The Becond night, producing one hundred dollars lees 
than, the amount of the expenses, released me from ali pco- 
mises, and tunied the gratitude of Dr. M'Henry to call ; and 
in an instant I was transformed from one of the heft to one 
oi the worst of human beingR. 

The play of the Usurper had been accepted for representa- 
tion by Mr. Warren, previous to my return from England; 
tb« hope of success was deemed by Dr. M'Eenry a suficient 
ramuojacation. He now demandad a third representatioa> £9r 
the benefit of the author, founding his claim, upon the usages 
of the large theatres, in London. To this arrangemeut, many 
ol3J«etion8 presented themselves ; one of the greatest magni- 
tude was, the night wished was pre occupied; Mr. Matthew 
Clarey, whose philanthropy frequently got the better of his 
judgment, prevailed upon SCr. Warren to let tlie author haifo 
^e l)Qo?i diiij;ed» hf>©lyiM secujjty fpr tlpree hui^dred djlkrs. 
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did not feel inclined to let the regponaibility of tliis perform* 
manoe rest apon me : bat without any intention of wounding 
Dr. M'Henry'B feelings, I announced his benefit in the fol- 
lowing notice :— - 

<* In consequence of the perserering and unceasing application of Dr. 
iTHenry and his firiends, the tragedy of the Usurper will be played for 
the third and last time at this theatre, on Friday, the 1st of Feteuary, for 
the benefit of the author.** 

My only object, in this announcement, was to prove to those 
who were in the habit of frequenting the theatre—to whom 
the play was really obnoxious— that it was the author's doing, 
not the manager's. I was therefore surprised to read in the 
United States Gazette of the 30th of January, 1828, the 
following :— 

«TO THE PUBLIC. 

" It is well-known to the play-going porticm of the inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia, that a new tragedy of my composition, has recently beoi twice 
performed at the Chesnut Street Theatre, and that it received on both 
occasions the approbation of the audiences. A few days after the second 
representation, I was induced by the numerous inquiries that were made 
at my house by respectable individuals, relative to the time when a third 
represraitation, which it was supposed would be for my behefit, would take 
place, to apply to the managers for information. To this application, Mr. 
Wemyss replied in a style of ambiguity, which occasioned me to require 
firom him a verbal explanation. This he gave in so abrupt a manner, 
that I resolved to hold no more communication with him. Some qf my 
friendij however, conceiving that I was ui^ustly treated, took up the 
matter, and pressed upon the managers the propriety of allowing me a 
benefit. Friday evening was in consequence set apart for the purpose. In 
appropriating to me that evening, I considered the managers to be acting 
towards me not only with good faith, but with good will, and I looked 
forward to the promised benefit for some remimeration for my labours. 

** With these feelings, what was my surprise, when going on Monday 
night into the theatre, I found the intended performance of * The 
Usurper' announced, in a manner and in terms, highly insulting to my 
ftiends and to myself, and calculated to destroy all my prospects of profit 
from a benefit. * In consequence of the persevering and unceasing appli- 
cation of Dr. M'Henry and his friends, the tragedy of * The Usurper* will 
be played for the third and last time at this Theatre, on Thursday next, 
Ffebruary Ist, for the benefit of the author.' 

** Commeut on the evident design and tendency of such an announce- 
ment is unnecessary. It might be observed, however, that the foregoing 
sUtement aflbrds a positive contradiction to the assertion, that I had made 
persevering and unceasing applications for a benefit ; I had, in fact, never 
applied but once. 

" Under these circumstances^ I hope an allowable degree of sdf-respect 
will be admitted l>y thof e who are desirous to witness another r«presentaj 
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tion of * The Usurper^' as an apology for my prohibiting that representa- 
tion, -vrhich I have done, in a note addressed to Mr. Warren. 

** From the sympathy and support of a generous and enlightened 
publie-— the public of Philadelphia— from whom I have never failed to 
receive justice and kindness, if I were to seek for redress in the present 
instanee, I know I should find it. Many magnanimous minds would feel 
pleasure in taking part with an individual so clearly ill treated, and in 
teaching arbitrary managers of theatres, that they ought not altogether to 
disregard the approbation of a community, which can never approve of 
injustice and oppression. But I ask no redress. My fellow-citizens, I am 
persuaded, will continue to manifest towards me that good will, which I 
have experienced firom them^ and which fozmt, at thi» moment^ my pride 
as well as my consolation. 

"Jan, 30th, 18«8." (Signed) «' Jawss M'Hsnbt.* 

Hero is as pretty a piece of incendiariflin as ever emanated 
from the pen of mortal man ; the object decidedly ** a row" 

Br, M'Henry aaserts to the pubUo that he made but one 
application for a benefit. Mark his own words : '' not content 
with my answer to his application, he sought a personal inter- 
view, and after that resolved to hold no farther commnnica- 
tion with me : but (mark this) his friends conceiyed he was 
nnjastly treated, and £rom his statement it appeals, ihey took 
up the subject, which he had resolved to abandon, and pressed 
upon the managers the propriety of allowing me a benefit.'* 

Bah — n<m$ente ! If he had not urged the matter, few of 1^ 
friends would have cared a straw about either the Usurper, or 
the theatre ; and if this be not perseverance for the attain- 
ment of an object, I am at a loss to know what is. 

Bat to dismiss the Doctor and his tragedy, on whom I have 
already wasted too much space. 

On the evening following the 1st of February, the night 
originally appropriated for the author's benefit, previous to the 
play of '' The Wonder," a placard reading thus :— 
" Usurper* 
Benefit 
For the Author,'' 
was placed in my hands, which was freely distributed in the 
£ront of the theatre. Kow, what wilf an enlightened and 
liberal public say of the man who, after publicly relinquishing 
his right to a benefit, should take such means to obtain it. 
The late Samuel Chapman very facetiously interlined this 
placard, thus :— 

'< The Public is respectfully informed that the 

" Usurper 

declines iaMng any 

Benefit 

JDr* M* Henry being ashamed of passing 

For the Author." 
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and was enjojrid, evmi by tli9 Doctftr'p &md«« ^ »n i»:(qeU«At 

Tkia vraa the flrs6 time I had inoamed the displfiassM of tfaa 
audience, as a manager ; and never, ii^ an j case, waa it leifl 
deaerved. I had performed more than my duty te the author ; 
I bad devoted my time, and Mr. Warren had ezp^ided his 
money, on a thanUefis speculation. 

Dr. M'Heory baa since thought proper to alter his first 
bantling, as h» t«vv^ th» Vmrfi^Vt aAd produced it at> the 
Af eh ^ta'00t Theatire, wbor9 On rec«ptip» W9» less ^qtulYocal i 
and nothing can rescue it from the oblivio^i to wbiobit iia oow. 
coAsignei, with the pleasinf r^pe^ection to the aathor, of 
being twice damned ; although in his pre&ce he asserts it 
wi«B reQeived by tWQ audie^Q^Si at the Chesnut Street Theatre 
with evei'y mark of approbation, and only withdrawn because 
he considered the oonduct of the apting manager, (meaning 
me,) to be grossly insulting towards himself and his friends ; 
although in doing so, he was aw%ro of making a considerable 
saerifioe of his peouniary interests. 

** Jiil fuit tam impar tibi" 
I have proved that ev^ry exertion was used by him to reap, if 
possible, the pecuniary advantage, alluded fo, and the most 
unfSur weans resorted to, to make thQ public aid his design. 
His attempt to create a disturbanoe in the theatre failed \ but 
the liFst fruits of his bitter e^o^ity were severely felt by me in 
y position as manager. 

The old story of (Sighting «ative talent^ (native talent, in 
this instance, at least, bom in Ireland,) and treating America 
with disrespect, was revived; some persons carrying their 
malignity so far as to accuse me of having forbidden the 
oroheatra to play the natio««l airs^ nightly called for by the 
audience. 

To shield myself from this unmanly and insidious attack, I 
was compelled to address tha public, at the end of the play- 
bills, which I did on the 3rd of February, thus : — 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

«A xeport being in eirculatiou, that I had forbidden the orcheatra to 
play the National Airs« I beg leave respectfully to inform the public, that 
so far from forbidding them, I have frequently given orders that one or 
more should be played every evening ; and from this date, the fbnowing 
arrangement will take place previous to the commencement of the play i—-^ 
The band will perform the overture of the piece, or such overture as the 
leader of the orchestra may see fit to substitute. Between the play and the 
farce, each night, the tune ikIU I^ eKclusively appropriated to 

NATIQKAL AIBS. 

I trust this arrw^emmt iii|| ptQve satigli^^^avy to all pairttes^ and at once 
dis^rpye the inanstrow ctitmif^t^ It vf a^y fincere wish, and Mr. War- 



ren'a int«re«ti, that every i]idiyi4ttal who contrlbutfls in tlie sligiitwt de- 
gree to the support of the theatre, should leavej if possible^ perfectly 
satisfied with the evening's amusement. 

'* F. C. Wemyss, 
" TuBATAE, Feh. 2nd, 1828." " Stage Manager.'* 

This order, publicly given, avinojed poor Braun, tlie leader, 
wlio could not endure the frequent repetition of '* Yankee 
Doodle/' to the exclusion of Mozart, Weber, ko.; not entering 
into the national feeling, which made it the most agreeable 
to an American ear. 

I do not accuse Dr. M'Heiiry or his friends, of circulating 
these reports ; but it is an unfortunate coincidence, that the 
accusation in the newspapers appeared simultaneously with 
Dr. M'Henry's appeal] and since the fracas about Harry 
Herbert, a predilection for England and her institutions has 
been received as my creed, luoye of our native country ig 
implanted by nature in our bosoms, and I most warmly ap- 
plaud it, wherever met. Much as I have suffered from wilful 
misrepresentation, 1 admire that feeling of patriotism, which 
will not brook even a breath of insult from the lips of a 
foreigner. I have always regarded the institutions of America 
with pride, while I never shrink from defending my native 
England, when unjustly assailed. My feelings towards 
America and Eoffland cannot be better expressed, than in 
slightly altering the toast of a worthy Irish baronet, iu the 
farce of the " Sleep- Walker." Speaking of England, 

"May the gentlemen of your country, and mine, nejex 
meet in altercation, but in good humour, over a bottle.^' 

Such should be the feeUng of every Englishman towards an 
Amyerican, ana every American towards ^ Englishman. 



CHAPTER XYL 

Miss George. Miss Kelly. Miss Clara Fisher. Lilliputian the Third. 
Red Rover. Excellent Prologue. Loud Talking of a third Theatre. 
The Divine Celeste. Actors' Benefits. Colonel M'Cahen's First 
attempt at Acting. Mr. Cooper's Return from England. Forrest and 
Coopor in the same Play. Opera. First Appearance of Mr. and Mrs. 
Rowbotham in America. An Elopement. Spirit of Brush at the 
Third Heat. The Chesnut as it Again. Victorious. The Gnome 
King vs. ^ Sleeping Beauty. Close of a most Splendid Season* 

Oh the 10th of January, Miss George, of whom so much had 
been said, made her appearance in Philadelphia, aa Susanna, 
in ike opera of the '' Marriage of Figaro." She was much 
iiijfismr lo Hfik AivAiBy as i» singer; attr^tiiig hv^ Utt}« 
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notice, except in the petite comedy of '^'Twas I^ or the Tmih 
a Lie/' in which she song " The Bonoy Breastimots/' much 
to the safcisfaction of the audience. Mifis Kelly played a very 
BuccesBful en^gement, commencing on the 2nd ol February, 
with Donna Violante in the "Woiider.'» On the 17th of 
February, quite a novelty was 'placed before the audience, in 
the shape of a new opera, by Kotesbue, in German, in which 
Mr. Braun and Mr. Mercer, were particularly happy. The 
overture was performed entirely by French horup, and en- 
thufiiastically encored. 

On Wednesday, the 20th of February, 1828, Seynolds' 
comedy of "The Will," was performed, for the purpose of 
introducing / 

MISS GLABA FISHEB. 

Although in France, " ike children*8 theatre" frequently pro- 
duces an extraordinary juvenile actor, precocious dramatic 
talent has rarely met with success in England or the United 
States, where people generally have something of more im- 
portance to occupy their time, than listening to children as- 
suming the garb and manners of men and women. 

Master Bitty, the young Boscius, so termed ; the young 
lady whose name I am recording ; and Master Burke, whose 
musical talent enlisted public curiosity in his favour, are ex- 
ceptions to this general rule. 

Miss Clara Fisher, when only six years of age, was indeed a 
rara avis ; and the judicious manner in which she was placed 
before the public, aided her success. In Lord Flinnip, her 
assumption of the character of Bichard the Third, surrounded 
by her pigmy warriors, was perfect ; as the performance of a 
Lilliputian, it was faultless ; as a child apeing a man, it 
would have been ridiculous. Ko child was better schooled, 
or reflected more credit on her preceptor ; her powers of 
imitation were carefully developed, exciting the wonder of the 
critics of London, who pronounced her a Kean in minature. 

But like all other cases of precocity, premature decay fol- 
lows ; either the public are too exacting, or the mind of the 
juvenile player breaks down from over action, ere it reaches 
maturity — there being no case on record of a child acquiring 
popularity at so early an age who retained it in after life. 
When Miss Clara Fisher first visited the United States, her 
youth and reputation induced crowds to visit the theatre 
whenever her name was announced. Now, how changed her* 
destiny — surpassed "by many who, in her early career, never 
dared to think of approaching her in the favour of the public. 

I can scarcely conceive a more painful situation to an actor 
posaeasing a sensitive mind, than the consciousness of having 
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made a retrogademoyement in public opinion at the very time 
Ms utmost exertions have been used to maintain a position 
which all conceded him entitled to. Yet how few escape this 
mortification, who commence at the top rotmd of the ladder 
of fame. Keglected as Clara Fisher now is, her name will 
descend among the few who have arrived at eminence, when 
those who enjoy a short-lived triumph, from her supposed 
himiiliation, will be forgotten. By her exertions, a large 
family have been respectably educated, and established in life, 
while in private society, no one in the whole profession is 
more universally esteemed. This must be her consolation in 
retirement, for that fortune which she ought to have pos- 
sessed. 

Her first engagement in Philadelphia averaged upwards of 
seven hundred dollars per night, out of which she received 
nearly four thousand dollars; but as, in the case of Mrs. 
Sloman, when she returned, all curiosity to see her had sub- 
aided ; nor do T remember that she ever afterwards played a 
profitable engagement in Philadelphia — ^that is, profitable to 
the treasury of the theatte. Her Four Mowbrays will long 
be remembered as a finished specimen of comic acting. 

Mr. Burroughs played a night or two ; but his houses, after 
the great business we had been acting to, appeared really worse 
than they were. 

On the 21st of February, the " Red Rover" was produced. 
Messrs. Carey and Lea, the spirited booksellers and publishers, 
having announced Cooper's new novel of the ** Red Rover" 
as nearly ready for delivery, a thought struck me, that if a 
copy of the novel could be procured, in advance of the publi- 
cation, and a nautical drama founded upon it, it would be 
productive both of reputation and money. 

I waited upon these gentlemen, who, in the kindest manner, 
granted my request, stipulating only that it should not be seen 
by any person except those concerned in our preparations. 
With my prize in my possession, I returned triumphantly to 
the theatre. I offered Mr. S. Chapman twenty dollars a night, 
for every night it should be acted, if he would compile a drama, 
(for which he possessed an apt talent,) such as should meet my 
approbation, from the " Red Rover,** retaining such scenes as 
I pointed out — ^the moving panorama being intended for the 
great scene, as a novelty. Here was a field for manager, 
author, painter, and machinist; and well did each acquit 
themselves, not forgetting the excellent music of Mr. Braun. 
Never in any theatre was a more successful piece produced ; 
enabling us to act on the Tuesday and Thursday nights to five 
hundred dollars per night, against the brilliant success of 
Miss Clara Fisher. The Prologue, written by Richard Pemi 



Bffiitli, was spoken witli mach eclat, by S. Chapman and my- 
feelf. In otLt onaracfcers of Author and Manager.— Let it speak 
for itoelf. 

PROLOGUE TO THE " RED ROVER." 

Spoien by Mr. Wemyts and Mr, S. Chapman ; written hy 
R. P. Smith, Esq, 

SNTSR THE MANAGSR, FOLLOWED BT THB OALIrBOT. 

Manaojkiu— Another author ! what is this you say, 

Another author, with another play. 

Who vows with all the vehemence of rage. 

That I must forthwith bring it on the stage ; 

The fellow's mad— ^tark mad— to brave the town. 

And vi et armU, force his rubbish down; 

But show him in— (exit boy ;) they shall not make me fear 

Tho' authors now like Banquo's race, appear 

A moment, and then vanish. 

(Enter author.)— Sir, your most — 

A virgin author, to give up the ghost. 
ActHOR.— You're wrong, my friend, my drama;— (offers MS.) 
Maxaobr.— Let me see I 

AuTHon. — ^We'll charm the town, and fill your treasury. 
Manager. — A modest youth — the town — I understand ; 

But genius-like, you write a d d cramp'd hand. 

Which I caQnot decypher ; —Sir, no doubt 

You can explain what this is all about. 
AirrHOR.— The title will explain ; there— there, turn over ; 

One leaf speaks volumes. 
Manager.— (Reading.) — *' The Red Rover." 

A cunning rogue, the critics to confound. 

Here builds his fabric on another's ground; 

But let us hear what arguments you bring. 

By way of recommending this strange thing. 
AtnmoR. — Our scenes are drawn from Cooper's graphic page, 

SufBeient passport, surely, to the stage. 

Sublime his taste — ^in beauty e^en profuse ; 

Yet yielding little to the Drama's muse. 

For these descriptions, which with nature vie. 

The painter's brush but feebly can supply ; 

Yet much depends upon the painter's art ; 

And how — the plane — and saw — ^perform their part. 

So critics who uphold the stagyrite. 

May close their ears, and shut their eyes to-night. 
MlNAesR.-^Zounds I how is this ? 
Author.— Be patient, yon shall see, 

A aoene to tickle the eatastiophe ; 

" One," at Bays says, " shall set the sndience mad, 

Aad pH, and box, and gaUery it, egad. 

With anything extant." 
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9t AHA«tagu<^idai!^i9e(I.)'^Vou mean to gay. 

With hammer, paint, and boardg, yon wrote thU play. 
AirrHOB.-«Preeisely so. 
Managkr.— And should it chance to hit, 

Of course you'll lay a claim to toast and wit. 
AcTHoB.— You're right again. 
llAifA6Ba.>~Modesty— but if it falls — 
AuTHon.— Well ! damn the carpenter, the boards and nails. 
But that's impossible — ^impossible. 
MiNAGBK.— Indeed ! 
A'jTfliOE.— My dukedom to a dernier, 'twill succeed. 
A showy drama firom a native tale. 
In this fair city, ne'er was known to fail. 
If AiiAeisft.-^We'Il try that point. 
Author.— Perhaps 'twill be the rage; 

The " Rover"— what 1 already on the stage— 
This looks like expedition, cries that beau. 
While saunteiiug in the lobby, to and fro, 
A wish to please the town ; egad I that's right— 
A native play — I'll take a box to-night. 
Manager.— To please the town, has been, I here declare. 
My proudest study, and my hourly care ; 
And when I prove imperfect in the part. 
The fault lies here ; (touching his head,) but comes not 

near the heart. 
The wish to please, at least aU must allow : 
The *' Rover," shall be done-^so mafce your bow. 

/ Exeunt together* 

Lewis, for his manner of sinking tke Caroline, and his af- 
rangement of the deck of the Dart, with the whole plan of 
hu panorama, deserved and received unqualified approbation, 
both before and behind the curtain. The effect produced 
on the audience bj the first representation, was capital. Be- 
ing taken by surprise, many declared the ship was positively 
in motion, the optical delusion practised being sq perfectly 
arranged. 

One incident only occurred, which might have ruined our 
success. At the night rehearsal for the scenery, everything 
had succeeded beyond my most sanguine expectitiohs ; when 
Mr. S. Chapman, elated by the approbation bestowed on his 
exertions, suddenly said, •* Mr. Wemyss, expend fifty dollars 
more, and I will a^onish you ; I will make a shower of rain 
which shall induce the audience to look for umbrellas ; but 1 
mast have three gauze curtains. As I never saw but one 
good effect by gauze, (the dream scene of " Cherry and Fair 
Star,") I hesitated ; when, with his characteristic humour, he 
said, "Dan't spoil our ship at last, for a halfpenny worth of 
tar ; let me have my way; if it don't succeed, I wilt pay for 
H ii^MbU: Mf. WaWW, who ira* wif/hin hearitt]?, and pleased 
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with the appearance of success, which eveiy thing promisecly 
called ont; "Let him have it, Wemyss." The order was 
given, and on the following evening, the rain descended amid 
thunders of applause from the audience, — enveloping the 
boat, in which Wilder and his lady- companions were rescued, 
in a dense fog, in which they were likely to remain. The 
effect hot having been tried, no means was provided for re- 
moving the unfortunate gauze, and the rain, after having per- 
formed its part to admiration, had to ascend again to the 
skies, amid the laughter of the audience, and the mortifieatioa 
of the author. The stirring' incident of the piece restored 
the good humour of the audience ; but the shower of rain 
was dispensed with in the future representations. Southwell, 
by his refdsal to act the part of Wilder, fixed upon me a most 
unpleasant duty, which prevented that attention to many 
minor details, which would not have occurred had I been out 
of the dramatis personse. As we contrived to sink a ship, 
covering it with foaming billows, surely wo could have re- 
moved my friend Chapman^s shower of rain, without the 
necessity of restoring it to the clouds. 

It was in the month of February or March, 1828, that Mr. 
M'Geary, a bookseller, from the city of New York, issued 
proposals to erect a new theatre in Philadelphia. The loca- 
tion chosen was in Arch street, near the corner of the 6th 
street. After all the preliminary arrangements were agreed 
upon, Mr. M*G. either could not or would not, give the secu- 
rity demanded by the subscribers of the stock, for the fulfil- 
ment of his promises : and the project would have been aban- 
doned had not Mr. W. B. Wood stept forward with an offer 
to proceed, which was accepted, in the sequel, ruining him, 
and every other manager who was unfortunate enough to oc- 
cupy it. It was built by Mr. Strickland, the architect of the 
Chesnut Theatre, but he did not improve upon the model of 
the latter house. Mr. Wood took his farewell benefit at the 
Chesnut street Theatre, on the 14th of April. "Adelgitha" 
and " Mr. H." were the pieces selected. At the close of the 
performance, the audience called loudly for Mr. Wood, who 
addressed them in his usual happy manner. To do him jxa- 
tice, I never saw a man who made an extemporary address 
with a better grace, or possessed so happy a facility of mould- 
ing an audience to his own peculiar views. 

Miss Rock, the first failing star of the season, appeared as 
Letitia Hardy and Jenny Transit. She was a clever actress, 
but her appearance was by no means prepossessing, and the 
manner in which she dressed, so ancient, compared with the 
dashing Miss Kelly, that she excited little or no interest in 
the audience. 

Celeste— the divine La Bayadere, whose caxeer has been one 
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of the most fortimate in the annals of the American Drama, 
made her first appearance, on the 18th of March, at the 
Chesnnt Street, in a Grand Pas Seal. Her poetry of motion 
"wasnotat this time appreciated; and when she appeared as 
MjrrtilJo, in the " Broken Svrord," her acting was the cause of 
more mirth than sympathy. Who can forget her exclamation 
of " My fader* s muriherer,'' and repress a snule at the announce- 
ment of the playbills — " Celeste in a spettking character" 
Her husband, Mr. Henry Elliott, Tory soon discovered the 
secret of success was not so much in appearing before an au- 
dience, as in preparing that audience for her reception by the 
^nff preliminary; and by his judicious newspaper arrange- 
ments, succeeded in placing Celeste foremost in the ranks of 
those whom managers were anxious to engage, because their 
engagements were always profitable to the theatre. Her 
popularity remained undiminished to the last hour of her 
appearance on the American stage ; and the announcement of 
her name, at any moment, will secure a well filled house. 

On the 26th of March, Mr. E. Forrest was announced to 
act in Boston, in Kew York, and in Philadelphia. Kot being 
blest with the power of ubiquity, he remained in Boston, 
while we were placed in a two-fold dilenmia. Having en- 
gaged Mr. Forrest to finish the member of nights due at this 
time, we could make no other arrangement without violation 
of contract, while Mr. Gilfert (for I will do Forrest the justice 
to think it was not his arrangement) did not condescend to 
inform the management of the change which had taken place 
in lus views. To the Philadelphia Theatre it was a loss of 
time which could have been profitably employed ; and disap- 
pointment was prevented by an announcement in the play- 
oiUs, that should Mr. S. Forrest arrive, as expected, he would 
appear, but that the ** Bed Bover" would be the substitute. 
Thvs I adroitly avoided the possibility of incurring the dis- 
pleasure of the audience on the sensitive point of native 
talent, leaving the matter to be settled by Mr. Forrest and 
his audience when they next met. 

The benefits of the actors were very well attended this 
Reason. W. Chapman, a very good comedian, acted Orack for 
his brother Samuel's benefit. Miss Southwell aided her bro- 
ther in the opera of Malvina, while Mr. M'Cahen made a 
second attempt for Mr. Brown's benefit; but the Colonel 
makes a much better politician than an actor; his first ap- 
pearance was in Young l^orval, on thef 29th of January ; after 
which he played Murtoch Delany, in the " Irishman in Lon- 
don." On the 25th of April, Mr. Cooper made his first appear- 
ance in Macbeth, on his return from Englanfly after his un- 
suoceflsful attempt on the London stage. The house was 

H 
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crowded to give him a welcome. One of those laughable 
occurrences which sometimes take place in a theatre, pro- 
duced much amusement, but robbed Mr. Cooper of half of the 
enthusiam of his reception. Mr. Brown, who played a minor 
part, appearing on the bridge from whence Cooper was ex- 
pected, was mistaken for him, and received with cheers by 
the audience, who, when they discovered their mistake, en- 
joyed a hearty laugh at the expense of poor Brown's feelings, 
which was only interrupted by the appearance of their fa- 
vourite, who received their acclamations with much satisfac- 
tion. I was in hopes that this feeling in Cooper's favour, 
would have caused the theatre to be tilled nightly, during 
his engagement ; but, although aided by Mr. E. Forrest, it 
was a most unprofitable one to the treasury ; yet the attrac- 
tion of Cooper and Forrest, in the same plays, should have 
been powerful enough, in the worst of times, to insure success 
to any manager bold enough to present it to the public, at 
the cost to himself of fifty per cent on the amount which he 
received for admission. Ruinous terms — as all managers have 
since learnt, to their sorrow, but which some stars still de- 
mand, and what is more extraordinary, receive. 

Plantou, the dentist, attempted Richard the Third, on the 
6th of May, to the amusement of those only who can derive 
gratification from very bad acting, and who discovered that, 
Oh, go a head, was not Shakspeare, a discovery Mr. Plantou 
made before them, as he searched the book diligently to assure 
himself the prompter had given him the wrong word, con- 
cluding with, " / no see hini-^he is not there — go-a-head — your 
Shakspeare is too hard for w«," and the curtain fell amid 
roars of laughter, groana and biases. Nor would the audience 
suffer the farce of " Where Shall I Dine," to proceed, until I 
made an apology for what they deemed a piece of imperti- 
nence, in permitting Mr. Plantou to perform. What a pity 
they do not retain the same notions of propriety now, — the 
theatres would be better worth attending. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sloman appeared for my benefit, to a full and 
fashionable house ; the more gratifying to my feelings, from 
the numerous mortifications I had experienced during the 
season in the discharge of my duties as stage manager. Like 
the man and his ass, in the fable, I found that to endeavour 
to please every body, was the sure method to please nobody. 

Notwithstanding th^ extraordinary exertions made by the 
management, and the continued novelty presented to the 
audience, much dissatisfaction was expressed, that English 
opera, which had been produced at the Park Theatre, New 
York, with Messrs. Pearman and Horn, and Miss Austin, sup- 
porting the principal characters, had not been tried at the 
Chesnut Street^ where they were convinoed it would be Bnp- 



ported. Mr, Warren, anxious to please all parties, e^iiered 
into an engagement with tne lady and those gentlemenj 
agreeing to provide and pay for a suitable chorus, and such 
additional instrumental music in the Orchestra as they might 
require ; indeed, the arrangements called forth the praise of 
Mr. Berkeley, to whom the details were intrusted. All parties 
were sanguine in their expectations ; but by this^engagement 
Ml. Warren lost upwards of a thousand dollars, (only two 
nights producing the expenses, and one of these a benefit,) and 
I lost— my reputation, lago. During these unfortunate operas, 
the sons of harmony were out of tuue« Hr. Horn brought ac- 
cusations against the integrity of the theatre, which brought 
blows in return for impertinence. During the melee, he re- 
ceived a black eye, and / had the mortification of being 
paraded before the Mayor of the city, on a charge of assault 
and battery, with threats of further violence, and bound over 
to keep the peace, under a penalty of one thousand dollars. 
This did not add to the attraction of the opera or the reputa- 
tion of the theatre ; but such things will happen occasionally 
in the best regulated families, and such occasions are better 
met with the old proverb of " least said, soonest mended." 

On the 13th of May, Mr. Bowbotham, one of the most use- 
ful actors attached to the theatre, made his first appearance 
as Dumont, in " Jane Shore.** It will be scarcely credited by 
those who afterwards were his warm admirers, that it was 
with difficulty I could prevail on the newspaper critics to 
give him a fair chance. There was but one feeling among the 
corps editorial toward him, and that one of the most un« 
friendly nature. He afterwards became a great favourite, and 
died Manager of the Chesnut Street Theatre, universally re- 
gretted. Mrs. Bowbotham appeared as Lucretia in the farce 
of the *' Rendezvou|," on the 19th of May, rising by rapid de- 
grees, in favour with her audience, until her loss was felt 
more severely by the play-goers, than any one of her pre- 
decessors. She was engaged by me in Loudon, for a compara- 
tively insignificant situation, but became one of the greatest 
favourites of the really talented company of th^ Chesnut 
Street Theatre. Death made sad havoc in a few 3Fears among 
those who crossed the Atlantic during that season. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bowbotham, Mr. Southwell, Mrs. S. Chapman, Mr. Kerr, 
Miss Emery, and Mr. Willis, all paid the debt of nature 
within a few years after their arrival. 

On the 3rd of June, Miss Warren eloped with Mr. Willis, 
during the performance of " Clari,'* leaving the theatre for 
the time being, minus a leader of the orchestra and a Leo.da 
in the Episode. This foolish marriage broke the spirit of Mr. 
Warren, who never recovered from the shock his feelings sus- 
tained upon the occasion ; althougl^ reconciled to his daugh- 
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ter, it preyed upon his mind and impaired his health ; he was 
never the good-humoured Sir John Falstaff more. 

Mrs. Sioman and Miss Clara Fisher, were the last stars of 
the season, their attraction completely gone, both engage- 
ments commenced and concluded to a beggarly account of 
empty boxes, with the exception of Mrs. Sloman's benefit — 
never known! to fail. 

Mr. Cowell having returned from Baltimore, (where his 
season had been a most brilliant one) opened the Walnut 
Street Theatre, announcing that, with the aid of the brush of 
Mr. Walker, the talented scene painter of the Park Theatre, 
Kew York, he would produce a spectacle which should eclipse 
everything heretofore seen in Philadelphia, for beauty of 
scenery and machinery. 

Possessing, as I did, the aid of Lewis in the mechanical de- 

rtrtment, and of Chapman in the arrangement of melo-drama, 
was determined that the well merited reputation acquired 
by the " Red Rover," should not be wrested from us without 
an effort. I accepted the challenge, and held a consultation 
with S. Chapman, Lewis, H. Warren, and Griffith, the stage- 
carpenter, to find some piece which should enable us to retire 
from the contest of the longest season ever known in Phila- 
delphia, not only with honour but with victory. The "Gnome 
King,** presented itself, as furnishing the greatest scope for 
not only inventive faculty, but scenic effect. With Mr. 
Warren's approbation, I gave orders to prepare it for repre- 
sentation, in the most perfect manner. It was produced on 
the 10th of June, completely annihilating the "Sleeping 
Beauty," which was well got up at the Walnut Street Theatre, 
thus dosing the first season of my management, on the 21st of 
June, with flying colours. The "Gnome ^ng** was acted 
eleven nights, and when the theatre dosed, I entertained 
sanguine hopes it would be a card to open with for the follow- 
ing season. 

The theatre was open two hundred acting nights, during 
which not one week had elapsed without the appearance x>f a 
*' star." Notwithstanding the rapid succession with which all 
the talent that could be obtained was placed before the public, 
I produced the dramatic spectacle of " Peter Wilkins," " The 
Red Rover," " Thirty years of the Life of a Gambler," and 
the " Gnome King,'** four heavy scenery pieces in one season, 
despatch hitherto unknown in an American theatre ; four 
new tragedies ; two full operas of three acts each, and one 
entirely original, of one act ; eighteen new farces ; one musical 
comedy ; one play^ (the " Usurper,") in five acts ; and three 
domestic melo-dramas ; in all thirty-four new pieces, eleven 
revivals of pieces previously acted in Philaddphia, but almost 
forgotten. The receipts were great, beyond previous seasons ; 



averrging very nearly tye hundred dollars per night. The 
amount paid to "stars/' the expenditure necessary to renovate 
the wardrobe, which wjkA almost entirely new, and the expen- 
diture incurred in England and the Continent, left only a' 
small balance in the treasury, (but a good stock of ri^putatioj^,) 
to commence the following season. 

The stars of the season recorded, many of whom played two 
and three engagements, were Mr. Horn, Mrs. Knight, Mrs. 
Sloman, Mrs. Austin, Mr. Sloman, Mr. Hackett, Mr. E. 
Forrest, Miss George, Misa Kelly, Mr. Burroughs, Miss Clara 
Fisher, Miss Eock, Mr. Cooper, Mademoiselle Celeste, and 
Mr. Pearman— an array of talent not often offered in the 
same period, and rarely, if ever, supported by a stock company 
of excellent actors. 

At the conclusion of this season, Mr. R. Peters, jun., ex- 
pressed to me Mr. "Warren's unqualified approbation of the 
manner in which I had conducted the business of the theatre ; 
and, as a proof of his sincerity, proposed, if agreeable to me, as 
Warren was getting too old for active business, that he should 
take me into partnership. This was the first idea I had of 
becoming manager, on my own account. Flattering as the 
proposal was, with the prospect of two new theatres in the field 
for the following season, I decided to reject it ; but circum- 
stances occurred in rapid succession, which induced me to alter 
that resolution. 

During the visit paid annually in the summer to Washington 
city, by the members of the Philadelphia Theatre, Mr. Cowell 
suddeiUy declined proceeding with the alterations commenced 
at the Walnut Street Theatre., Had I taken what he rejected, 
how diffisrent would have been the result^ both to Mr. Warren 
and myself; by acting in concert and not in opposition, we 
should have secured an undivided field. One expression of 
Mr. Warren's altered iny intentions ; he said, *' Wemyss, don'b 
leave me." " Warren, 1 will not : we sink or swim together.'* 
I wrote to Mr. Peters on the subject of his proposition, at 
Mr. Warren's desire ; and from that letter may be dated the 
unfortunate partnership of Pratt and Wemyss, attended with 
one slight gleam of sunshine — the sequel, desolation and ruiris 



H 6 



138 THEATRICAL BIO&BAPHT. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Battle! Battle! Battle! Three Theatres, when one was deemed suffi* 
cient. A Firmament of Stars. *' Lay on, Macduff.'* Blow for Blow. 
Madame Fearon's First Appearance in Philadelphia. E.Forrest. French 
Dramas and German Musicians. Unfortunate Accident. Preparations 
to Close the Season. *' He that Fights and Runs Awa?," Ac, &c. 
Hardly Used> but not Beaten. 

At the dose of the Washington season, Mr. S. Chapman left us 
to join Mr. Wood, whose new theatre, in Arch Street, was to 
open on the 1st of October, 1828 ; the only actor, and I record 
it with pride, whose sense of honour was not strong enough to 
resist the offer of increased emolument for decreased reputa- 
tion, in the violation of contract, to assist a rival establish- 
ment, built with the avowed purpose of ruining (if possible) 
Mr. Warren, from whose enterprise they were at present in 
the United States. 

That Mr. Chapman had no cause of complaint, the following 
letter from him, after Mr. Wood relinquished the management 
of the new theatre, and he wished to return to the. service he 
had deserted, will prove : 

(copy.) 

" Phihuielphia, December 12, 1828. 
" SiRp-I write by the desire, and at the suggestion of Mr. Jefferson. It 
is his wish that I diould again enlist under your banners; and from the 
gentlemanly treatment I met with from yourself and Mr. Wemyss, I must 
acknowledge that nothing would give me greater pleasure, provided I 
received a fair remuneration for my services. I understand you are about 
to take a part of your company to Baltimore; should that be the case, I 
should like much to become a member of it ; and should any hostility exist 
between Mr. Wemyss, or yourself, and me, most happy to consider it (as I 
always have) a matter of business, and forget it. You know, I believe, 
my willingness to serve, and my ability, and how anxious I am to forward 
the interest of that leader, whose ofScer I consider myself. Mr. Jefferson 
has kindly offered to deliver you this, who will perhaps state more ftilly 
my wishes on the occasion. 

*' I am, sir, 

" Yours, truly, 

(Signed) "Samuel Chapmait. 
'* To WiLMAM Warrrn, Esq., 
Chesnut Street Theatre." 

Mr. Chapman was of much importance to the theatre. To 
him I had confied the arrangement of melo-dramatic spectacle, 
which he executed with credit to himself and the theatre. 
He had^ since his arriyal in the United States exhibited much 



YHXATBICAL BIOeBAPHY.' l39 

diflcontdlLt at what he was pleased to tgrm his paltiy salaiy, 
(one of his own proposing in London, and higher than he ever 
before received.) So well satisfied with his exertions was I, 
that I recommended Mr. Warren, before we had the slightest 
idea of his intended treason, to place his salary on the list for 
the following year at twenty-eight dollars per week, instead of 
twenty* two, the terms of his unexpired contract. This inten- 
tion was communicated to him, and met by the information 
that he did not intend to remain in the theatre unless his 
salary was advanced to the same amount offered him by Mr. 
Wood. 

It is not, therefore, to be wondered at, that even the 
respect of Mr. Warren for Mr. Jefferson, whose daughter 
Elizabeth, Chapman had married, could not prevail upon him 
to accede to any proposition for one who had so unceremoni- 
ousljr violated existing contracts. Chapman possessed literary 
acquirements of no mean order. The cessation of friendly in- 
tercourse between us was matter of regret, but being in some 
measure bondsman ffir his fidelity, it was the only course 
could pursue ; and from the hour of his desertion until his 
death, we never exchanged a passing salution, although I do not 
believe any ill-feeling existed on either side. My position as 
manager of the Chesnut Street Theatre rendered it impos- 
sible to receive his visits, without apparently countenancing 
his dereliction from the strict path of rectitude, which should 
have guided his business transactions ; while, as he says, he 
looked upon it as a matter of business and laughed at it. 

We commenced the winter campaign of 1828, in Baltimore, 
early in the month of September ; and notwithstanding the 
attraction of a new and also a good stock company, the aid of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sloman, Miss Kock, Mr. Cooper, Mademoiselle 
Celeste, and the successful melo-dramas of the " Red Rover,'* 
" Gambler's Fate," and the " Gnome King," the season was a 
failure. Indeed, experience proves that Holliday Street 
Theatre commences its season with bad houses, which gra- 
dually grow worse, until it closes, leaving the actors unpaid, 
and the manager always in <Ufficulty. The one hundred and 
twenty-six free admissions, transferrable once in each season, 
explain the cause. Ko sooner is an attractive bill laid before 
them, for a theatrical campaign, with the price of admission 
fixed at one dollar to the boxes, than the newspapers teem 
with advertisements offering stockholders' tickets at 25 cents 
per night, for the season. The only great house was Sloman's 
benefit, which, as usual, was filled to overflowiug. 

Battle — 6a«ltf— ftatt^e.— We now approach the season 1825 
and 1829, in Philadelphia, where we shall find three theatres 
and a circus struggling for existence, where, heretofore, one was 
deemed uuffieient. Mr. Wood opeAed the Arch Street Theatre 
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on the Ist of October, 1828, with the comed/ of the ^' Hoi^«7 
Moon/ and the afterpiece of " Three and the Pence.** The 
Prench Opera was placed in the Chesnut Street Theatre to 
check this move, until Mr. Warren was ready to commence 
his season, which we did on Thursday, the 13th of November; 
opening with the play of the "Gamester," in which Mr. 
Cooper and Mrs. Sloman appeared, and " Fish Out of Water," 
for Mr. Sloman, as the tarce. Three stars to commence 
with ! ! ! 

The stars announced by Mr. Wood as engaged to appear, 
were Celeste, and her sister Constance, Mr. Holland, Miss 
Kelly, Mr. Horn, Mrs. Austin, Miss Sock, and James Wallack. 

From the last^named gentleman much was expected. His 
popularity was great, and he might be considered as the only 
antagonists we had to fear. He had previously written to 
Mr. Warren, offering his services for twelve nights for five 
hundred pounds sterling, which terms were not accepted 
Mr. Wood agreed to give him two hundred dollars per night, 
which he would have been foolish to reject. I now turned 
my attention to Mr. E. Forrest, as the only star most likely to 
occupy the nights of Wallack's engagement in Philadelphia, 
with profit to the Chesnut Street Theatre. To my surprise I 
received a proposition asking two hundred dollars per night. 
I laughed at this proposal, and in reply stated he must be 
either mad, or think me so, to make such a proposition ; which, 
to have yielded an equal sum to the management, must have 
avaraged nightly seven hundred dollars 1 1 He succeeded in 
obtaining these terms from the manager of the Walnut Street 
Theatre. All these engagements will aceount for the speedy 
bankruptcy of the managers throughout the United States, 
and the fortunes acquired by " stars*' through their downfaU. 

On the 6th of November, Maywood appeared at the Arch 
Street Theatre, as " King Lear !" and from that time became 
identified with the Philadelphia stage, but not as a tragedian. 
No— to New York we resign all the laurels he boasts in that 
way. As the representative of Scotchmen, he is a valuable 
actor ; but it is as a manager and an active business man, that 
his reputation is based in this city : for the opportunity he is 
indebted to me, as I appointed him acting manager of the 
Washington and Baltimore theatres, in 1829. 

On the 17th of November, Mrs. Knight opened ia Adela, in 
the '' Haunted Tower." It will scarcely be credited, tiiat the 
second night of her engagement yielded only eighty dollars; 
while Cooper and Mrs. Sloman were not doing much better. 
On the 2nd of November, a novelty was presented in the per- 
son of Herr Cline, whose graceful movements on the elastic 
cord, (what a fashionable title for the tight rope !) aatonuhed 
the good people of Philadelphia. 
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The commenoemdnt of our season was a bad one. Kot- 
witbBtandin^ Hr. Warren paid Cooper fifty dollars per 
night. His. Knight fifty dollars per nighty and Mr. and Mrs. 
Sloman one hundred and twenty dollars per week, in addition 
to the current expenses of the theatre, the receipts did not 
ayerage more than one hundred and fifty dollars per night, to 
meet an expenditure of 350 dollars. The only consolation 
was to be found in the fact, that the Arch Street Theatre was 
not doing better, although Mr. Wood had the adyantage of a 
prosperous opening. 

My whole energy was directed to divide the town, if pos- 
sible, during the engagement of Mr. Wallack, whose first ap- 
pearance was announce for the 26th of Koyember, as Ham- 
let. I was certain if this engagement could be broken down, 
the fortunes of the Arch Street Theatre would be broken with 
it ; I therefore announced Herr CUne's benefit, with a grand 
ascension from the back of the Stage to the gallery, surrounded 
by fireworks, for the 29th of November. Aided by Mrs. 
l^ght, and the new farce of " The Inyindbles,'' which had 
made so decided a hit, the admirable manner in which the 
ladies went' through the manual exercise, being marked by 
the long-continued applause of the audience, the whole avail- 
able talent of the theatre being brought to bear, had the de- 
sired effect : we triumphed, and it was a triumph well worth 
the sacrifice made to obtain it. 

Bat as one good turn deserves another, Mr. Wood prepared 
a similar reception for Clara Fisher, from whom we antici- 
pated a few nights of good business. On the 3rd of Decem- 
ber, the night announced for her first appearance, Mr. Wood 
announced his own name for a benefit, with the powerful aid 
of Mr. Wallack, as a volunteer ; but neglected to act on the 
occasion himself, an omission so singular, as at once to open 
our eyes to the real intention. I therefore, after much per- 
suasion, induced Warren to announce his benefit on the same 
night, with Clara Fisher as a volunteer. 

The gauntlet of opposition was thus boldW thrown ; al- 
though many were foolish enough to blame lur. Warren for 
allowing his name to appear in opposition to his late partner, 
but now rivaL The only business answer is, Mr. Wood an- 
nounced his name to strengthen Wallack's engagement, which 
began to be known as a failure ; and Mr. Warren met this 
ruse de guerre by a similar announcement, to strengthen the 
engagement of Miss Clara Fisher. In the whole course of my 
management, I never exercised a better piece of generalship, 
as the event proved. 

The contest was so close, that the houses were as near a He as 
possible ; but it was a death blow to the Arch Street Theatre, 
under Mr, Wood's mtuiagement. After trying the reduction 



of the prices of admiBBioii^ (ot which Mr, Wood enjo:^ the 
hononr, for to him and not to me, it belongs,) in the middle 
of Mr. Wallaok^s engagement, the theatre closed, never to he 
opened again under Mr. Wood^ management, whose reign, in. 
lus new theatre, had been a short and not very merry one. 

Mr. Wallack made an application to me, to play at the 
Chestnut Street Theatre, in consequence of Mr Wood's failure 
to comply with the terms of his contract, — he could m>t pay 
him; — and on the 20th of December, 1828, he appeared as 
Brutiis, in Howard Payne's play, at the Chestnut Street 
Theatre; and on the following night, as Charles Surface, 
and Michael, in the " Adopted Child." Thus terminated hia 
visit to Philadelphia, most unprofitably to him. 

MADAME FEAROK 

made her first appearance in Philadelphia, at the Arch Street 
Theatre, on the 9th of December, as Floretta, in " The Cabi- 
net." This lady was decidedly the best English singer who 
ever visited the United States; although one who never 

Elayed a successful engagement. Her appearance was not in 
er favour ; her figure was too much e/ihonpoint for an Ame- 
rican eye; she was really fat, fair, and past forty; but in the 
science of music,' I doubt whether Malibran herself excelled 
her. The young ladies, who are taught to beat a tune upon 
the piano for the amusement of papa and mamma, could not 
appreciate the difficulty of her '^ cadenza/' or the study re- 
quired to form a perfect singer : nay, they had the bad taste 
to laugh at some of the most beautiful and difficult passages, 
which she executed with such precision and brilliuLcy. 

The taste for opera (and even now, it is more a fashion than 
a taste,) had no existence then ; La Somnambula and Norma 
had not become familiar to the ear ; Mrs. Wood, Miss Sheriff, 
and Mrs. Seguin had not charmed all our fashionable ladiea 
into ecstacies. The prima donna of the Neapolitan theatre 
was doomed to return home, mortified with her reception, 
with no very exalted opinion of the American taste for music. 

She declared this to be the country where mediocrity of 
talent was paid beyond its worth, but where excellence in 
music, painting, or poetry, would pine and decay for want of 
patronage; and there is too much truth in the assertion. 
The fact is — neither the English or the Americans can boast, 
phreuologically, of the bump of music ; the sound of pounds, 
shillings and p^nce, with the one, and dollars with the other, 
is the sweetest music their ears can listen to. 

The last night of the present season at the Arch Street 
Theatre, was announced for Roberts' benefit, on the 23nd of 
December. On the 25th it closed; re-opened, withSoberta 
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sumomioed as manager, and finally closed on the 29th of De- 
cember, for Mrs. Blue's benefit, with "Alexander the Great," 
and the "Turnpike Gate." 

So far, 80 good. Mr. Warren had made greafc exertions' 
and those exertions had succeeded. He now engaged Mr 
Hunt, Miss Philips, and Mias Clara Fisher, to produce the 
opera of « Native Land," which had failed at the Arch Street. 
When produced for Mrs. Austin's benefit, it made a decided 
hit; and the prospects of " Old Drury," as the Chesnut Ijjreet 
was now tenned, began to assume a profitable aspect. Blake 
was unremitting in his exertions to procure a good company 
fer the opening of the Walnut Street Theatre, on the first of 
J&naary, which the closing of the Arch Street, rendered an 
easier task than he had any right to expect. 

Warren became frightened at the prospect of further op- 
position ; the price demanded and obtained by the stars, he 
refused to comply with ; this threw Monsieur and Madame 
Charles Bouzi Yestris, and the corps de ballet, jErom the 
I/afayette into the arms of Blake, who eagerly secured their 
gerrioes at any price. With the failure of Wood before Ids 
eyes, Warren wished to retire from the contest; he said^ 
** You are young and enterprising; fight the battle, and leave 
me as an older general, to give you advice : two thousand 
dollars will relieve me from all present difficulty ; now if you 
can advance that sum, I will let the whole concern upon 
reasonable terms. 

In an evil hour for all parties, I induced Mr. Lewis T. Pratt 
to join me in the offered speculation; and on the 25th of De- 
cember, 1828, the lease of the Chesnut Street Theatre was by 
consent of the stockholders, assigned to Pratt and Wemyss ; 
we paid two thousand dollars, cash down, and agreed to pay 
thte rent of the Chesnut Street Theatre, and allow Mr. 
Warren three thousand a year for the use of his theatrical 
property, including the rent of Baltimore and Washington 
theatres ; in addition to which, he was to receive forty dollars 
a week, as an actor, during the continuation of the lease ; 
possession of the property to be given on the .first of 
January, 1829. 

Warren took hfs farewell benefit, as manager, December 
SOth, 1828 ; the play of "Merry Wives of Windsor," and the 
spectacle of " Illusion," most beautifully got up, and intended 
for the New Year's pageant, had no alteration in the manage- 
ment, taken place. The last night of Mr. Warren's manage- 
ment, was the play of "Adelgitha," and "Illusion." 

On the ^rst of January, 1829, Pratt and Wemyss com- 
menced their career, with an address, written by James S. 
B^ker, the grand spectacle of "Illusion," and a new panto- 
mime, entitled <«Phai]? Quarle." The Wahiut Street Theatre 
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opened for the first time, since its alteration from a cirenB to 
a theatre, under the management of Inslee and Blake, with 
the "Honeymoon," and the "Lottery Ticket:" their house 
was filled to oTerllowing, while ours yielded only four hundred 
dollars. 

In the commencement of our undertakings difficulty sui* 
rounded us at every step — Mr. Warren having declined the 
aid of stars, at the exorbitant prices demanded. Had we 
even^pen willing to comply, the most attractive were engaged 
to tnl managers of the Walnut Street Theatre. We were 
therefore compelled to find the attraction in melo-dramatio 
spectacle. Mr. Warren had despatched Mr. Wepfer to Ger^ 
many, at the dose of last season, for the puroose of bringing 
over a full and efficient corps de ballet, for whom we had kept 
the season open from any entangling engagements, and who 
were hourly expected. 

He arrived without a single dancer, and an addition of five 
musicians to our alreadv excellent orchestra, who were only 
wanted in the event of his success with the dancers. How- 
ever, I shall here record the names of this orchestra, because 
I do not believe such an efficient one was ever assembled, 
before or since, within the walls of an American theatre. 
Leader, Mr. Braun; Mr. Willis, Mr. Wepfer, Mr. Dielman, 
Mr. Meigner, Mr. Skenlocker. 

We were compelled to keep the Baltimore and Washington 
Theatres open during a winter season. At Baltimore, the 
management was entrusted to Mr. John Sloman^ who resigned 
it into the hands of Mr. Maywood. In Washington, as mem- 
bers of this company, were Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Flynn, Mr. 
Stone, (author of " Metamora,'') and his wife, Mrs. M'Clean, 
and many other actors of talent. Our hopes of success, in 
Washington, were built upon the crowds which would adsem- 
ble at the metropolis to witness the inauguration of General 
Jackson, on the 4th of March, 1829, as President of the 
United States. Unfortunately for our hopes, Mrs. Jackson 
died, and mourning, not festivity, was the order of the day. 

On the 6th of January, Madame Yestris and her husband 
made their first appearance at the Walnut Street Theatre, 
Philadelphia, attracting within those walls the fashionable 
society, on which the Chesnut Street Theatre alone can 
depend for success. The Rubicon once passed, the difficulty 
vanished; attraction alone was required to induce them to 
repeat their visit-— and yet the leaders of fiishion, through Mr. 
Walsh, at that time their organ, cautioned the managers of 
the Chesnut Street Theatre against engaging French danoers, 
as no ladies could visit the theatre to witness such an exhibi- 
tion. 

On the 8th of January, Sichard Penn Smith's dnma^ in 
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honour of General Jackson, was produced to a house of one 
thousand dollars, the first and last of the same race. On the 
12th, the "Battle of Waterloo," with the aid of seven 
Tolanteer companies, was brought ont with gpreat snooess^ and 
on the same night Mr. E. Forrest made his appearance at 
the Walnnt Street Theatre, as Damon, for which he reoeiyed 
two hundred dollars ! 1 ! The town, for a time, was Forrest 
mad, and the managers reaped a rich harrest from their mad 
speoolation. Without wishing to detract from Mr. Fo||^'a 
merit, it was a lucky circumstance that Madam Yestria pre- 
ceded him. He deserves his good fortune, and long may he 
live to enjoy it; 1 know no one who haa encountered more 
difficulty from managers, to establish his position ; and that 
hMwledge makes me acknowledge he is rights now the tables 
are turned, to squeeze as much out of wem as possible, al- 
though I have suffered in the process. The idea that Mr. 
Forrest could be worth 200 dollars per night, while Mr. 
Cooper, in his brightest day, never ashed more than 60, is a 
riddle, for those only who paid the money, to solve. 

Our piece of the " Battle of Waterloo,'' was as successful 
as we could wish, and would have continued to crowd the 
theatre, but for a melancholy accident. On the 15th of 
January, Mr. Tiyal Deves, a member of one of the volunteer 
companies, was shot upon the stage, during the performance ; 
he lingered until the 16th, at 2 o'clock, but never spoke after 
the fatal aeddent. Such an occurrence within the walls of a 
theatre, was well calculated to strike the audience with dis- 
may. They retired immediately, but to me the horror of the 
acene was increased by the fact that the unhappy man, who 
had thus met his death in the performance of an act of kind- 
nass to the managers, had left a wife and nine children, (the 
youngest not six months old,) who were entirely dependent 
on his exertions for their daily bread. 

The only reparation in my power I offered to the widow — a 
l>enefit, free of any expense whatever ; and wishing to have 
the house crowded, I addressed a note to the managers of the 
Walnut Street Theatre, requesting, if compatible with their 
arrangements, they would close their Theatre, and add to the 
jikttractions of the evening, by allowing the members of their 
company to unite with ours. Mr. Blake declined closing 
their doors, but kindly offered to appropriate a night at the 
Walnut Street Theatre, at no di||ant period, for the same 
benevolent purpose, for which Mr. £. Forrest volunteered his 
j^tuitous aid. 

The benefit took place at the Chesnut Street Theatre 
when Mrs. Sandford, the daughter of Mr. Holman, volunteered 
her services. The play was '* Every One has his Faulty" and 
I 
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the ftftarpiMf the <« Adopted Child.'' Eadi aotot nrigned 
Mb nighfs inlary; the carpenters and doorkeepers ahieten* 
dend their mite, which I added to the gross receipts. 

The Washington Ciroos abo gave a. benefit for the saqe 
vorpose, from which Mrs. Deyes realized abotit one hundred 
doUnv, thns proTing that actors, with all their faults, are not 
devoid of charity to their fellow men in distress. 

I now a^fToach a blot upon this subject 1 would willingly 
obUlBrate. Messrs. Inslee and Blake announced their beneikt; 
I permitted Mr. B. Forrest to return one night earlier fm 
hid engagement at Washington, for the purpose of lending his 
aid to the charitable purpose, when, to the astonishment of 
the whole eity, the boxes being taken for the aid of the widov 
and orphans, md an OTorflowing house expected, the managMii 
(sJUme npon them I) not content with deducting their nightly 
expenses, announced in the bills of the day that <me-half only 
elf the gross prooseds would be giyen to Mrs. Deves and hor 
children, thus turning the misfortunes of the widow and 
orphans into a vile source of profit to themselves. If o o&e 
was more indignant than Mr. £. Forrest at such conduct, and 
it is only to be regretted he did not demand from Inslee and 
Blake 200 dollars for his performance, and haTe given it as a 
donation from himself to those he intended to serve. 

Whether Mr. Inslee or Mr. Blake have the credit (tf this 
arrangementj as Bob Boy says, ** is between their conscie&ee 
and the long day,** but money so obtained could not prosper. 

I am perfectly, aware a justification of this measure has been 
attempted, on the miserable plea that the widov^ had no dsiin 
upon them, her husband was not shot in their theatre. All 
this is true : but the benefit advertised at the Ohesnut Street 
Theatre was rendered less productive by their announcement 
that a benefit would also be given for the same object at the 
Walnut Street Theatre— thus preventing those who would 
only have deserted their theatre on such an occasion from 
visiting the Chesnut Street Theatre at all. €ertsan it ib 
their house was crowded, and that they pocketed between 
three and four hundred dollars designed for the children of 
Deves. 

Mr. B. Forrest had not the most distant idea he was VK- 
senting his services to Messrs. Inslee and Blake, but travelled 
upwards of an hundred miles, in a severe winter, with the 
laudable purpose of aiding those unhappy children who were 
suddenly deprived of their natural protector in an awful and 
unexpected manner. He expressed his indignation loudly to 
has fHends upon the subject. 

From this truly lamentable occurrence may be dated the 
long train of misfortune which assailed the mamwement of 
Pratt and Wemyss, Py no osertioa could we poaflHy xaiw ft 
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feAMiietftifltoieiittopa^^tlid enpenses: our capitU tras dtv)iif 
dlinff vwaj, while the play of the ^'RiyalB/ cast thus : Sir, 
Anthony AjbHwlnte, Warren: Captain Abflolute, Wemyss: Pag, 
ffathmU : FauWdand, Southwell : Sir Lucius 6*Trigger, 
Jferctr : Acres, Jefferson : Bavid, J. Jefferson : Mrs. Malaprop, 
Mrs. JFrancis : Ljrdia Languish, Mrs. Rowhotham : Julia, ifr*. 
JOaHey : Lucy, Jft*« SathweU : for the benefit of a star, 
iCMadaiM Seloise,) produced only twenty-two dollars and Jifty 
cewtt// Alas ! for the legitimate drama. t>ne of the finest 
omne<fies in tiie Btitish language, acted as well as it could be 
at any theatre in the United States of America, to such a 
snomt 

Misfortunes never come single. Mr. B. Forrest who at- 
tracted admiring crowds in Philadelphia, could not play to an 
vrmse of one hundred and thirty dollars a night in Washing- 
ton dSy ! during the session of Congress. Mr. Wallack played 
to tftiU less, and on one occasion not a ungle individual pre- 
Bented hinffielf to inquire whether the thea&e was open, when 
bifl name graced the head of the bill. The inauguration week 
waa snpported by the aid of Herr Cline, and Washington did, 
Ctttainiy, with the aid of Mr. and Mrs. Sloman, Miss Clara 
Fiflher, Sonzi Vestris, Mr. £. Forrest, and Mr. Wallack, yield 
a profit of five hundred dollars in a season of three months. 
VeSi done 1 Washington. It is more than either Philadelphia 
tft Baiiimore did to — Pratt and Wemyss. 

On the 2Sth of January, 1829. the Chesnut Street Theatre 
dosed for the season, for my benefit, with the comedy of 
•' Wild Oats,'' and the drama of the « Bottae Imp.'' All bills 
paid, and no outstanding demands against the treasury. 



CHAPTEE XVIII 

PvOl Cry tot Baltimore. More difl&culties. Waggons fast in a Snow- 
storm. Theatre Opened. Magnificent Plan for re-decorating Old 
Dniry. Return to Philadelphia. In at the Death. Walnut Street 
ThMtie dond for e^er, under the Management of Blake and Inslee. 
Fresh Start in a very Rainy Night. Play of the " Poor Gentleman," 
and Farce of the " Invinciblcs.*' The Pirrt full Opera ever aeted in 
Philadelphia in the Italian Language. The two Theatres springing up 
in existence again, under fresh Management. The Beginning of the 
End. Qose of the Management of Pratt and Wemyss. 

Wxsn an unwilling heart, but yielding to necessity, we re- 
BolTed to leaye a dear field to our successful rivaK ^d. ^ 
whttt Bftlt'"fWi» would aoooBipliflh for a winter season, aided 
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AohiUe, Mr. and Mra. Pdarman, and Mrs. Hamblin^ as eiars^ 
We therefore closed " Old Drury" 

In Baltimore, a new difficulty met ns ; the stockholders of 
the theatre contended that although Mr. Warren had a right 
to occupy it free of rent, excepting only the season tickets, he 
had no right to tranfer that pri'mege to a third party, that 
we could not open unless we agreed to pay fifkeen dollars per 
night, which, added to a license demanded by the corporation 
of the city of Baltimore, amounting to ten more, made twenty- 
five dollus per night for the privilege of opening a theatre in 
the worst theatrical town in America. 

Onr engagements being made, we could not stop to argue 
points of right, but agreed to the demand as a matter of expe- 
dience, and on the 30th of January, 1829, 1 started for Baltic 
more on as fine a winter morning as oyer dawned. At Lan« 
caster I met Mr. and Mrs. Bowbotham ; we slept at York, and 
when we arose in the momine the ground was covered with 
snow, which continued to fall during the day — ^a fair specimen 
of the weather we were doomed to encounter during the winter. 
The first news I heard on my arrival at Baltimore was, that 
the trustees reused to give possession of the theatre^ under 
Warren's lease, and a report prevailing that we should not be 
sdlowed to open on Monday night. With Mr. Wallack engaged 
at a nightly salary of one hundred dollars, and the company 
assembling, it may be imagined I was in no very enviable Bitu« 
ation. I waited upon Mr. Lucas, jun., and Mr. Cohen, who 
called a meeting of the trustees, and all difficulty was satisfiiC" 
torily arranged. 

I commenced the season on Monday, the 2nd February, 
under every disadvantage. The snow-storm had so retarded 
the waggons that they did not reach Baltimore until ^ju 
o'clock in the afbemoon. Mr. Mercer had not arrived, and we 
were compelled to bustle through the play of " Pizarro*' in the 
best manner we could, I playing at least four parts. An apo- 
logy was due to the audience, which they received with much 
good nature, knowing how we had contended to open at alL 
It was an awful night, the snow drifting in every direction, 
yet the receipts amounted to 203 dollars, which, for Baltimore, 
auffured welL Herr Cline played the following night to 65 
dollars — his second night only yielded 48 dollars ; while 
Wallock only played to 165 doUars. An effi)rt was necessary 
to rouse the Baltimoreans; therefore I tried Wallack, Mrs. 
Hamblin, and Herr Cline, on the same night, to which I added 
Monsieur and Madame Achille — the receipts, 886 dollars. 
This was ruinous— Wallack 100 dollars, Herr Cline 50 dollars, 
Achille 60 dollars, Mrs. Hamblin 20 dollars, two hundred dol- 
lars for extra aid. Yestris and Bosalie, still worse— and now 
hold up your h&nds in wonder, and then blush for the spirit 
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of yoTU monnmenial city: Motudenr Yestris, Madame YeBtria, 
Hademoiselle Bosalie, Mr. and Mis. Peerman, all in one night 
— ^groBB receipts, 84 dollars 1 ! 1 

**Jt is imposHble/" And bo wotild 2 have said, had I not 
seen it. Here, then, we were on the high road to ruin ; bnt 
let me do the trustees of the Holiday Street Theatre justice. 
Seeing and approving the efforts made, they desired the weekly 
Tent to remain until we heard from them on the subject. Thu 
was a seasonable relief, although a'small one ; but heretofore 
we had met all payments. 

Misery loves company ; and it was with a feeling of satis- 
fiiction, on the verge of ruin ourselves, we heard t£at Inslee 
and Blake, whom we had left in Philadelphia in the full tide 
of success, were unable to pay their actors ; and, to add to 
their pecuniary difficulties, were at personal enmity wlti^ 
each other. 

We resolved to be in at the death, and came to the bold 
resolution of re-decorating the Chesnut Street Theatre, and 
making one desperate effort for masterdom. 

Mr. Pratt hinted to me, that a new name might possibly be 
serviceable as sta^e manager, and proposed Mr. J ohn Jefferson ; 
the popularity of his father's name pointing out the propriety 
of the choice. I named Bowbothiun, as having more expe- 
rience in the direction of the stage ; and he was accordingly 
announced as stage manager, on the 9th of April, 1829. « How 
he treated me for my kindness on every occasion to him, .will 
appear hearafter ; — '* Seek fire in ice ; but seek not gratitude 
in a white man's bosom.^ So says Lewis, in the " Castle 
Spectre f and he had a tolerably fair estimate of mankind. 

The plan furnished by Lewis, our machinist, for the decora- 
tfon of the Chesnut Street Theatre, was magnificent. Had 
the agents not interfered and prevented the removal of the 
canopy over the dress boxes, it would have been the most 
beautiful theatre in the United States. We were compelled to 
alter our plans, and neatness was substituted for display ; the 
dome alone retaining its originality of the burnished rays of 
a golden sun. It cost us two thousand dollars, and we had 
the use of it exactly ten weeks. 

But leaving Mr. Pratt to superintend his carpenters at the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, in Philadelphia, let us return to 
Baltimore, where the season continued as disastrous as ever : 
but to the citizens of Baltimore, for their kindneBS to me as 
an individual, I must ever be grateful. The directors of the 
Fancy Bag Ball, requested me to announce my benefit, and 
they would visit the theatre in character, filling the pit at 
box prices. This plan was afterwards abandoned, each mem- 
ber being at liberty to visit any part of the house. The re- 
e»ptB were fiye hundred and fifty dollars ; the pieces were, 
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<< He Um lokd ^Prnib/' ^d '' Tba Bottibe Im^" 07a ttjl fieUnd 
Boole, the auctioneer, I waa indebted for this house j not the 
only lAYOxa I hare received at hk hands, for which I have no- 
thin; to offer but the asanranee hia kindness is gratefdlly 
remembered* 

Kiohard P^n Smith's play of << the Prodigals," was by me 
re-christened " The Bisowned," to avail myself of the p<^i^ 
taiity of Bolwer's novel of that name. I liodnced it fyr tb« 
first time, at the Holiday Street Theatre m Baltimore. Thg 
exertions of Mr. Southwell and Mr. Jefferson saved the pieces 
before the excellent actinif of Mr. Bowbotham had an opiK)^ 
tunity of rendering it triumphantly successful. It vaa WW' 
wards performed in London. 

Bunng this whole season, the weather was our greaiesi; 
enemy. A good box book was the sure forerunner of a snoT' 
storm, or a deluge of rain, which continued during the evenings 

Now for a marvellous story, but a true one. Mr. and Mrs. 
Pearman having been engaged to perform the opera of **!>« 
iPreyschutz," some difficulty occurred with Mr. Braun the 
leader of the orchestra and Mr. Pearman, which ended with 
Mr. Braun leaving the orchestra and taking with him nearly 
all the German musicians. Mr. Dielman took the leader's 
chair, and with, five instruments, we actually played tbe 
opera of " Ber Preyschuta," in the dty of Baltimore, three 
successive nights, to houses averaging two hundred doUars— 
Mr, Meignen carrying u& thus through a difficulty which ap- 
peared insurmountable. 

The season was thus brought to a close. On the dth of April 
we re-opened the Chesnut Street Theatre, with the " Poor 
Gentleman" and the "Invincibles;'' the rain descending i& 
torrents during the whole of the day. The Walnut Street 
Theatre closed on the 14th of April, with an announcement, 
that Mr. Blake^B benefit would be postponed until there-c^ning 
of the theatre : which never took place under the manageme&t 
of Inslee and Blake. 

As our former failure had been attributed to want of attrse* 
tion in the shape of stars, we resolved to make a vigorom 
effort to restore the fortunes of Old Brury. The attraction 
offeredj even satisfied the stockholders, and their representative 
season tickets, (the bane of all theatres ;) but tnis tikewiw 
failing, the cry was, " Why did you not do this before ye^ 
went to !^timore Y* 

Wallack and Hamblin in the same plays; the French 
Corps de Ballet; Italian opera; and even fan% cbre» BaUi» 
were all oftered in vain. 

The theatre was redecorated in handsome style; hut ano- 
ther opposition awaited usu and like Banquo's issuer £»Uowed 
by a thnrd. Mr, Amron Philipi op«ied tha Aioh Stv«et 
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Thdattd on the 15tb, and doeed ii on the 25th. The Walnut 
Street Theatre opened immediately as a dramfttio common- 
wealthy under S. Chapman, Green and Edmonds, on the 27th 
of May, the day we dosed, to open no more. 

On the 28th of April, we annonnced a Grand Fancy Dress 
Ball, where everything was abundantly supplied but dancers. 
We could not muster two quadrilles upon the floor. This 
was repeated, by desire of those who witnessed the arrange- 
ments, on the 2nd of May ; but here we had dancers enoo^, 
but so iew spectators, that it proved a losing concern. 

Mr. James Cndg having received a letter from Mr. Hom« 
toaching the performance of an Italian opera at the Ohcvmut 
Street Theatre, an arrangement was entered into for the ser- 
noes of himself, Madame Fearon, Madame Brichta, Si^or 
Bosich, Signor Augrisani, and ''La Triumphe del Musksa" 
was produced on the 5th of May, with the following oast :—- 
Aristea, Madame Fearon ; Celestina, Madame Brichta ; Conntj 
Caroline C. Horn; Don Febeo, Signor Sosich; Briscoma, 
Signor Augrisani. 

Am this was the first Italian opera acted in Philadelphia, it 
gave great satisfaction, and in thu worse than wretched season, 
produced four hundred dollars nightly. Could the parties 
themselves have varied the piece, they would have attracted 
fiwhionable audiences to the end of the season^ the receipts 
increasing eadh night. As it was, Mr, Horn received eight 
hundred dollars for four nights, while the management, in 
receiving an equal sum, did not receive sufficient to defray 
the expenses of extra music, and incidental charges. Thus it 
is, when stars appear, and draw crowded houses, &ey not only 
pocket the profits, but leave the manager minw ; as it sddom 
happens, the nights on which they do play, yield money suffi- 
cient to meet the necessary expenditure ; which deficiency 
must be supplied from the manager's share of his stars* houses. 

Until this mtem be reformed, adieu to any well-conducted 
theatre. If the public will be content to see one part pro- 
eminently acted, in preference to the whole play supported 
by medicore talent, they will continue to patronise the stars ; 
but if they wish for tho rational amusement of a well-acted 
play, they will desert the stars, no matter how brilliant, to 
support the manager, who will secure to them such a stock 
company, as used to grace the boards of the Chesnut Street 
Theatre, when Warren, Wood, Duff, H, Wallack, Wemyss, 
Jefferson, Blisset, Burke, Francis, Mrs. Entwistle, Mrs. Wood, 
Mz8. Darley, and Mrs. Francis, with a host of minor names, 
equal in merit to manjr that figure as stars at the present day, 
sU of whom appeured in one play, without excitbg the least 
astoiuAhment. 

At that time, a play was cast properly in every depart- 
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ment ; ftt preaenty the minor parts are filled in each a manner^ 
that all gpratification derived from the talents of a superior 
aotor, is marred by the miserable bungling, and worse 
grammar, of those who are deemed of too little importance, 
to attract the notioe of even a paid critic. 

The public must correct this evil for themselyes. While 
managers can procure actors — (no, not actors — individuals,} 
for tlu^e or four dollars per week ; and the public allpw such 
l^tlemen ta strut their brief hour upon the stage, murder- 
ing English grammar at every sentence, there is no hope of 
amendment. 

Bat, if those persons who condescend to write about the 
drama would tunveil this system, they would do more good 
in one month towards the cause they profess to support, than 
will be accomplished in one year, by puffing a manager, or 
lauding a "star/' who needs not such praise, or dreads their 
censure. 

On the 27th of May, Pratt and Wemyss closed the Ohesnut 
Street Theatre, and terminated their management with the 
** Rencontre," "Wandering Boys," and ''Fortune's Frolic." 
From the 1st of October, 1828, until the 27th of May, 1829, 
the struggle for ascendancy had been maintained throughout 
a cross fire. Wood opened the new theatre, and was the first 
to retire from the contest; Warren followed; and Pratt and 
Wemyss succeeded him. Inslee and Blake, Aaron Philips, 
and the Commonwealth, formed from the broken and scat- 
tered forces of all the theatres, alone remained— the success of 
their summer's season causing their dissolution. 

The stockholders of the Ohesnut Street Theatre, reentered, 
and took possession of the theatre. The terms of the original 
lease not having been complied with, the sub-lease, of neoes-i 
sity, became void. The only regret I experienced, was, Mr. 
Warren had not continued the management ; old recollections 
might have operated in his fiivour, and prevented the sacrifice 
of his theatrical property. 

He felt keenly the neglect of his rich, and apparently once 
kind friends— ms misfortunes hastening his death. 

Daring the summer, the Washington Circus was altered 
into a Theatre which, for a few weeks, was very successful ; 
aided by the talents of leherwood, Walstein, Mr. and Miss 
Wells ;'Mrs. Maywood, Mrs. Stickney, Somerville, and Heyl. 
I played Marplot there, on the 28rd of July, for the benefit of 
Mr. Huddy, the artist, who had been unfortunately burnt out 
of his home. For Heyl's benefit, Warren and myself, and Mr. 
Bowbotham, played in " The way to get Married." It wis a 
very pretty little theatre, and well conducted. I shall have 
to say a few words about it, at the dose Qf the next I 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Mr. Pratt in the field Alone. Mr. PhUips at the Arch. Davis's French 
Opera Company at the Chesnut Street. The Walnut Street. Chapman, 
Green and Edmonds. A Frendi Corps de Ballet at' the Tlvoli in Mar 
ket Street. Thus began the Flourishing Winter Seasons of 18S9 and 
1830. Metamora. Faustus. Theatrical Fund. Apparent necessity 
for sudi an Establishment. Coldness and Apathy of Actors in its behalf. 

Kb. Pratt made an application for a new lease to the boaid 
of agents, with the understanding, that if I made no applica- 
tion and he obtained the theatre^ the outstanding debts of the 
firm shonld be assumed by him. In making this arrangement 
and retiring from the management, I intended to leave the 
city of Philadelphia ; but fate would not permit me. I ap« 
plied to every manager in Kew York and Boston, without 
success. Theatricals were in that state, that theatres were 
closing, and managers becoming bankrupts every day. 

The winter season of 1829 and 1830, was commenced by 
ICr. A. J. Philips, at the Arch Street Theatre, on the Slst of 
August, with the play of the ** West Indian," and the melo- 
drama of ** Luke the Labourer.** He introduced to the Phil- 
adelphia audience, Mr. Archer, Mr. Walton, Mr. Andrews, 
Mr. Charles Young, Mr. Hazard, Mr. John Fisher, Mr. Jervis; 
Mrs. Young, Miss Hamilton, Mrs. Yemon, Miss Colenum, and 
many other actors of merit. He really had an excellent com* 
pany ; and what appeared to promise success, many new faces. 

The French opera company, so termed, under Mr. Davis, 
opened the Chesnut Theatre, on the 7th of September, and 
Mr. Pratt commenced his season, on the 20th of October, 
with the '* Honey Moon," and '* A Boland for an Oliver." 

The Walnut Street Theatre also opened under the manage- 
ment of S. Chapman, Green and Edmonds, on the 7th of 
September, with the play of " She would and She would not;" 
and the farce of the *' Turnpike Gate," Miss Clara Fisher 
being the star of the evening. 

Messrs. Fogg and Stickney, opened an Amphitheatre ; and 
a very inferior French corps de ballet, tried their fortune 
under Monsieur Babiere, at the old Tivoli, in Market street. 
It may be said, with truth, that Philadelphia was this season 
the emporium of all the regular dramatic talent of the 
United States; yet it was the most disastrous one ever 
known ; the actors being literally in a state of desperation. 
For myself; for seven weeks I never received one cent from 
the treasury; and I have reason to k&pw> others were not 
puid in bettiir proportion. 
X $ 



English opera was the attempted attraction of the Ghtt&tit 
Street Theatre, with Mr. and Mrs. Pearman. It was produoed 
with every proper attention to rehearsals; bat met with 
little success. 

This season was marked hf the prodoetictt of Stmi^ pilu 
trage<^f of « Metamora," by Mr. Philips, at the Arch Street 
Theatre, on the 22ttd of Jannary, 1880. The anxiety to see 
Mr, B. Forrest in the original charaqt«t thus prepared for 
him, crowded the theatre on each night ol the pertormanoe^ 
adding to his reputation as an actor, as well as to Ms private 
fortune, as a man. It is a very indifferent play, devoid of 
interest; but the character of Metamora is beautifu^ con- 
oeived, and will continue to attract, so long as Mr. K Forrest 
is his representative ; it was written for him, and will, in all 
probability die with him. Few actors would have the hardi- 
hood to nsk their reputation in a character, so decidedly 
loaown as the best performance of the first tragedian c£ the 
American stage, provoking comparison to their aisadvsAtage. 

"Faustns," too, formed quite a topic of conversatioii. 
Philips had spared no expense or exertion to produce this 
drama in a style worthy of a metropolitan theatre. Oojle^ 
scenenr was delightfal; but the tact of Mr. S. Chapman, 
turned the puffing of hia antagonist to his own advantage. 
Possessing the aid of Lewis, he forestalled publio opinioBy ny 

Srodncing this piece at the Walnut Street Theatre, on Satnr- 
ay, December 12th, 1829, in such a manner as to satirfy the 
public, and ruin the prospects of the Arch Street Theatre, 
where every thing that scenery, music, costume, or machinery 
could do, was pe^ect. But it was not played until the 16th 
of December, when, for the cause here stated, it did not r^ay 
the manuer ior hut labour. This was a fair business rivi^ 
for which S. Chapman deserved great credit. He reaped 
by promptitude, the reward wMch belonged to Phihps. 
While these two theatres were thus employed in the endeavour 
to neutralize their attraction, the Chesnut continued to drag 
on from week to week, without a chance of sucoesSk 

Mr. James Murdoch made his first appearance at the Aroh 
Street Thealre on the 13th of Oct., 1829, as Frederick, in 
" Lover^s Tows," a performance of much promise^ and his 
judicious choice of De Camp for his first manager, enabled 
him to reaoh, in a few years, a respectable position in his 
profsBsion. He is decidedly the best juvenile actor on the 
American stage. 

THEATRICAL FUND. 

Actors are proverbial for their improvidence in aU sioney 
arrangements : honest in principle, where they receive their 



iaoome^ bni liTinff up to the fnll amount of it Should a 
0MMO1I 9wm^BkB tibem, whoa the maiuiger k usable to pay 
their weekly salary, a few mohths will inrolve them ia deb^ 
from whiek they experience more than ordinary diffioolty to 
, extricate themsdhrei^ ; their rooation renders them also tiablo 
to accidents, and when ill health assails them, they are indeed 
helpless mortals. With the knowledge Of ^ese f&obs, It if 
not strange that every effort to establish a fund for the relief 
of distressed and decayed actors in the United States, should 
prore Abortive* It was attempted in Boston, where Matthews 
left all the proceeds of premium sales for tickets, on the 
niffhts of his performance, to be devoted to such an institution. 

In New York, laige sums have been contributed, of the 
diaposaLof which no person can or will give an account. In 
Philadelphia» we thought we had hit upon the right plan, by 
appoiatiiig a majority of the trustees from the walks of 
private life, but our funds were suffered to remain idle for 
seven yean in the Philadelphia Bank, and when finally in- 
vestad in the loan of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com- 
panj> no interest was added to the principal, while the de- 
preciation of the stock renders it doubtful whether the 
original investment will ever be paid. 

The prospects of the fund, commenced in Philadelphia on 
the 6th of December, 1829, were most flattering. The de- 
prenion of the interests of the drama made a collective 
moyemmt of vital importance; a committee of five met 
from each theatre for the purpose of forming a " Oeneral 
Theatrical Fund." Prom the Chestnut Street: Jefferson, 
Wemyaiy Kilner, May wood, and fiowbotham. From the Arch 
Street : Archer, Waiton, Andrews, Boberts and Foot. From 
the Walnut Street: B. Chapman, John Jefferson, Clarke, 
Gi«en, W. Chapman. After pr&liminarv arrangements, on 
the 20th of December, 1829, a set of rules and regulations 
for the government of the association, were formed, and 
signed by the following gentlemen: — W. B. Wood, E. 
Forrest, F. C. Wemjss, Joseph Jefferson, J. Green, S. Chapman, 
John J^erson^ Thomas Kilner, B. C. May wood, G. Andrews, 
Thof. Archer, W. B. Chapman, J. H. Clarke, H. H. Bowbotham, 
J. F. Foot, T. J. Walton. 

Am election was held for of&cers, which resulted in the 
oheice of Jam^ N. Barker, Bdwin Forrest, Quintin Campbell, 
as Trustees; John Henry Clarke, as President; William B. 
Wood, m Secretary; B. C. May wood, J. F. Foot, F. C. Wemyss, 
Thomas Archer, Samuel H. Chapman, Standing Committee. 

The Fond association being thus organized, the following 
circular was addressed to every theatre in the iTnlted States, 
n&Ai 9 piiftt^ ccfy of the Bules and Begulations ; 
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Sui> om Madax, 

Your attention is eamegUy requested to the enclosed Rules 
and Regulations of the General Theatrical Fund. 

The list of members will convince you of the readiness and sincerity 
with which its ol^ects have been entered into ; the expedience and necesr 
sity of such a society, I trust, will induce your hearty concurrence and co- 
operation ; and I an authorised to add, that many liberal donations already 
have been bestowed* 

By order, 

(Signed) John FoRBESTsa Foot* 

Secretary^ T. F. 

Mr. E. Forrest, with a proxnptitade which did honour both 
to his head and heart, tendered his gratnitons serviceB for one 
night, at every city or town in which he might be en^ed, 
in aid of the receipts, added to which, he gave a donation of 
fiftj dollars; Miss Clara Fisher and Mrs. Sloman gave ea^h 
a similar sum. 

Messrs. E. L. Carey, Pierce Batler, W. E. Bridges, W. E. 
Israel, C. Alexander, J. Savage, F. A. Huber, P. Wetherall, 
C. Wetherall, 0. D. Shaeff, of the city of Philadelphia, each 
gave a donation, several of them expressing their intention to 
repeat the same annually, until the Fund should be firmly 
established. The first benefit took place on Tuesday, March 
26th, ^t the Arch Street Theatre, on which occasion the Ches- 
nut and Walnut were closed, and the actors of the three ^ 
theatres employed in the performance. E. Forrest played 
Macbeth ; the farce was the " Lancers ;" and the first address 
on behalf of our infemt association, was delivered by ICr. 
Archer, the stage manager of the Arch Street Theatre. The 
receipts were six hundred and five dollars ; thus in less than 
three months, paying all expenses incurred, we had a balance 
in bank of seven hundred and sixty-five dollars, the most 
kindly feeling for our .success in the community, during the 
worst theatrical season ever known in Philadelphia, when 
actors were suffering distress from the non-payment of salaries, 
and managers relieving themselves from the anticipated hor- 
rors of a prison, by the benefit of the insolvent laws. 

All our labour was thrown away by the apathy of those 
most interested. The money obtained was permitted to re- 
main idle in bank, the opportunity lost of receiving donations 
firom the stars who visited us from Europe ; the actors, one by 
one, declining to pay their dues, and the chance of realizing 
fifty thousand dollars, which would hourly have increased, 
forming a Fund to whieh every deserving actor could have 
looked with confidence for support in old age, placing him 
beyond the reach of misfortune, was lost ! 

Many years will elapse before so &vourable an opportonity 
wiU Win proMAt its9lf : ghQuld it gcwi I hope tA« w^iw 
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will profit by experience, and establiBh a General Fund, which 
shall be as lasting as the profesaion, and to which each may 
point with pride and say, '* This is my wori. 



CHAPTER XX. 

No Song no Supper. Jefferson leaves the Theatre, and never afterwards 
Acts in Philadelphia. Plenty of Hard Work. No money. I give up 
at last in Despair, and come out with an Advertisement, "Starved Out.'* 
Man of Business behind a Counter. Calvin Edson, the Living Skele^ 
ton, turned Actor. Horrible Destitution of the Philadelphia Actors 
during this Season. 

DaaoiAnoir and misery was now the order of the day. Lncky 
was the actor who conld realize a few dollan from lus benefit : 
as to salary, it was insanity to look for such a thing. To 
change your sitnation was by no means to better yonr position. 
But when it is known that the actors of the Chesnut Street 
Theatre, performed the opera of ** No Song no Sapper," with- 
out a note of instruments music, the orchebtra having struck, 
because they were not paid, some idea may be formed of the 
state of the theatres. The audience permitted the vocal mu- 
sic to proceed, and even honoured one or two pieces witbf an 
" encore.'' 

Booth, who was engaged, was attacked with one of those 
fits of periodical insanity, to which he is subject, and was 
chained down to his bed, thus injuring instead of aiding oux 
cause. 

Jefferson, whose benefit was announced with the new play 
of "A School for Grown Children," could scarcely must^s 
enough to pay the expenses, and resolved to leave the theatre* 
The manager having demanded and received the full amount 
of his nightly charge on sttch occasions, offered him but half 
his income at the treasury, on Saturday. This was a blow the 
favourite comedian could not breok. The success of Sloman, 
an actor so greatly his inferior, had irritated him both yith 
his manager and the audience ; but what must have been the 
apathy of the public towards dramatic representation, when 
such a man, whose reputation shed lustre on the theatre to 
which he was attached, was permitted to leave the city of 
Philadelphia with scarcely an inquiry as to his whereabout, 
two-thirds of the audience ignorant of his departure. The 
last time he acted in Philadelphia was for my benefit, kindly 
studying the part of Sir Bashful Constant, in " The Way to 
Keep mm" which he played admirably. 
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Ks. JOSEPH J£FFi;]^OK 

Was an actor formed in natare*a merriest mood, a genuine son 
of Komus ; there was a vein of rich humonr running throngh- 
out all he did, which forced you to laugh despite of yourself. 
He discarded grimace as unwcurthy of him, although no actor 
possessed a greater command over the muscles of his own face, 
or the> faces of his audience^ compelUug you to laugh or crv 
at. hi» pleasure^ His e:{.c^lent persouation of old men acqmrea 
for hisft* bfl»ro ]m» M seacl^^d; ttM KUffidlaa of Ii£9i the title 
ei md Jefetaam, 

T]i& Miottifchtneat of ftknmgen ah Meing » gfM4 looking 
young man pointed out in the street as JeflGanm, wbcua Ihey 
had seen the night previous, at the theatre, tottering appa- 
rently on the verge of existence, wa» the greatest oomplimaift 
wbioh cottld be paid to the tal«at of the actor. 

His versatility was astonishing; light comedy, old nea^ 
pantomime, low eomedy, and occasionally juvenile tragedy. 
Educated in the very best eohool for acquiring knowledge in 
his prof^ioB, bis fttther being an aeter of no moan repute im 
Drwry Lane Theatre, during the reign of Ganiok, JeffenoB 
was an adept in all the ** trickery'* of the stage, which, when 
it suited bis purpose, he oaald turn to excellent account. Ha 
was the reigning &vourite of the Philadelphia Theatre ^r % 
longer period than any other actor ever attached to the oitj^ 
and left it with a reputation all might envy. 

In his social relations he was the model oi what a gentleman 
should be, a kind husband, an affectionate father, a warm 
friend, and a truly honest man. He died at Harrisbttrg, 
where he had been playing, at his son's theatre^ but no stone 
marks the spot wh^ moulder the remaine of one <^ the 
brtghtest ornaments of his profession. 

" Alas ! poor Yorick !" 

During no period of my theatrical life did I work harder or 
receive less money than during the Beaaon under Mr. Pratfii 
management of 1829 and 1830 ; it was no uneommon occur* 
rence to appear in two new charaoten on the same evenings 
and on more than one occasion, " three." So long as tber^ 
appeared the slightest chance of resuscitation to the fallen 
fortunes (^ the Chesnut-street Theatre^ the actors laboured 
diligently, but when after all their toil* no mmey could be 
obtained for weeks in succession, one by one dropt from their 
allegiance ; for myself, I abandoned the theatre in despair, my 
benefit alone preserving me and my family from actual sturTa- 
tion. In this situation of affairs, I turned my thoughts to my 
old vocation of selling lottery tickets, and on the 22d of March, 



183<^ much t# tbe anaojaiioQ of sM»]r #f wj iff«|Mciasa 
bxeOien^ I issued ih» loU^wing ad¥«ri]«eiiMiit »— 

"STARVED OUT! 
" The unpreeede&ted depresaion of TheatriealB in the ciiy 
of Pbiledelphia haviDg deprived tike managen of the diffeteat 
theatres of the means ef paying their actmra^ or fulfilling their 
oontracta, the profeaaion no longer affords the means of pro- 
curing the humble fare of bread and cheese for the support 
of a family. Under these circumstances^ am I compelled 
to seek for other wm/m «f ft«b»8teoi9% and ifk exelaim relnc- 
ta&tljT— 

" Othello's occupation's gone !" 

" ¥. C. Wemyss, s:ratefal for past faTOUT% again solicits the 
patronage of his f;;jads and the public^ having opened a lot- 
tery office in the Arcade, No. 34, Ea&t Avenue^ and ^5, West 
Avenue, where, by strict attention, he hopes to merit snpport. 
Having been three years out of business, he can only at 
present refer to prizes sold in daju of * AtUd lang Sy>he ;' 
and many whose fortunes have been Vbply increased by their 
prorohases from him, can bear testimony that Wemyss* office 
was fortune's awn abode. He has sent a most pressing 
invitation to her, and doubts not she will return to her old 
quarters." 

[Here followed a scheme of the Union Canal Lottery.] 

Tke heading of this advertisement gave particular offence 
to the managers. To their remonstrances I could only answer. 
Is it not true t and then laughingly using the language of 
Shakspeare, say, " I am not bound to please thee with my 
(answera) advertisments." 

I BOW made known my terms fw acting, to be five dollars 
per night, payable in advance, for any parts I had previously 
aoted, and ten dollars if required to study a new character. 
Although I could receive money from the treasuryi as a 
regularly engaged actor, yet this arrangement yielded me an 
average of from fifteen to twenty dollars per week, and was a 
most seasonable supply to aid my new business. It was thus 
I became a member (for oceasional add only^ of the seceders, 
who op^ied the Washington Theatre, in York Road ; and 
those who witnessed the performance of the comedies of 
*' John Bull," and « The Rivals," left the theatre deUghted 
with the representation. Mr. Duff, Mr. Wemyss, Mr. iPoote, 
Mr. OlaA^ Mr. Webb, Mr. Logan, Mrs. Wheatley, Mrs. Stiek- 
ney, Mr. and Mnu C. Duraag, wwe members of the company. 
It was hete that Mr. David IngeraoU, a young man of ntuoh 
promisei and well known in New Tork as an excellent actor, 
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made hiB first public effort Diadpation finiahed his career 
at an early age, which common pmdence would have made a 
brilliant one. What a pity it is, that while so many actors 
have imitated Mr. E. Forrest on the stage, so few have imi- 
tated his admirable example of sobriety and economy, in 
private life. Mr. A. Adams, his only successful rival, would 
haye possessed a fortune equal to the ereat tragedian, had 
his conduct off the stage been marked hy the same correct 
demeanour. 

*' Alas ! that a man should put an enemy 

Within his mouth, to steal away his brains."— Shakspbabk. 

One of those outrages upon public decency, too common in 
the minor theatres of London, but which had hitherto noTer 
been attempted in America, was perpetrated at the Walnut- 
Street Theatre, in the production of a piece under the title of 
the "Mail Bobbers,'* while Porter and Wilson were unon trial 
for their lives, for the commission of the crime of robbing the 
United States mail ; both being found guilty and sentenced 
to be executed. Can anything be more revolting than making 
such a subject the theme of dramatic representation, while 
the victiibs were awaiting the penalty due to their crimes, 
among the community whose laws they had outraged. Surely 
this is a case in which the authorities of the dty should have 
interfered, to prohibit such an exhibition ; that they did not 
do so, is a lasting disgrace. The crime, how.ever, did not go 
unpunished. 

Mr. S. Chapman, the manager, having, with his artist, 
visited Turner's Lane, where the robbery was conmiitted, to 
give an exact scenic view of the spot, confcracted a violent 
cold, which terminated his existence on the 16th of May, 18S0. 
By a singular fatality, his last appearance upon the stage was 
in the character intended to represent Porter, who was after- 
wards hanged. Poor Chapman ! he was a man of varied 
talent, of much literary knowledge, and an universal fiftvour- 
ite : with all his faults, the stage " could have better spared 
a better man." Had he lived, he would have produced an 
entire revolution in the minor drama of America ; with his 
death, ceased the prosperity of the theatre ; he is buried in 
Bonaldson's cemetery, where a neat monument records hia 
memory, erected by friends he had gained during a sojourn of 
two years and eight months in the city of Philadelphia. 

The death of Mr. Chapman proved the service that a well 
regulated theatrical fund must be to actors in distress. No 
sooner was it known, than a special meeting was summoned, 
and the following letter waa addroflsed to bu widow ;— 
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(OOPI.) 

" PhilAdelphia, May 18^ 1830. 
** Mt Dxab Madams«— 

<' In deep condolence for your late bereavement, the members of the 
Creneral Theatrical Fund respectfully tender their assistance, profession- 
ally, in aid of a benefit, should you feel disposed to avail yourself of their 
exertions. With best wishes for your prosperity, we remain 
, Your obedient servants, 

/Signed,) J.H.CLAiaM, 

(Oignea,, FbAS. C. WKMY88. 

" J. T. Foot, Secretary.* 

On the 26th of ^Saj, thiB benefit took place at the Walnut 
Street Theatre. The pieces selected, the "School for Scakidal/' 
and "High Life Below Stairs;" every member of the Fund 
idLfording their gratuitous services, thus placing five hundred 
dollars at the disposal of the widow. 

Before the dose of this calamitous season actors were to be 
aeen walking the streets of Philadelphia, with their toes pro- 
trading from their shoes, their elbows from their coats ; and 
their hats, which had once been black,— oh ! name them not— 

** .Ihadahat, 

Yet it was not all a hat : 
The rim was gone. ' 
(Vide) Parody on Lord ByroiCs ** Darlhrteti" 

Eagerly seizing the occasional chance of obtaining a dollar, for 
acting, as the substitute for one whose indisposition (to act 
without being paid — ha 1 ha t ha !) prevented their appear- 
ance ; forcing the manager into an apology, which the audience 
knew to be untrue, and sneered at accordingly. 

The last attempt in this scale of degradation, was the reduc- 
tion of the price of admission to the boxes, to fifty cents, and 
the production of Calvin Edson, the living skeleton, as an 
actor. In the burletta of "Bochester," on 24th of June, 1830, 
he appeared as Jeremiah Thin ; but even this failed to relieve 
the manager from any portion of the difBLculty he laboured 
under : bad became worse, until the doors of the Chesnut 
Street Theatre closed for the season, under Mr. Pratt's manage- 
ment, with a bill of performance announced, which could not 
take place, because actors, musicians and carpenters, were 
worn out by hope delayed and broken promises, of— money to- 
morrow never came. 

If matters fared thus badly with the performers of Old 
Drory, they were not much better at the other houses. Mr. 
Philips, after a disastrous season, attempted to o]^en again ; 
but closed for want of an audience, on the fourth night. The 
Walnut Street Theatre^ whose chance of suoceoi ended with 



161 

the death of Samuel Chapman^ lingered open to the last, doe* 
ing with a load of iM which forced the managers to belter 
themselves under the benefit of the insoIvaAt lawB» 

If the season of 1838 and 183d, saw thdiatiTamfini of Wood, 
Wamn, BUko, (idnslee,) Inalot, aad WeuTis, 183» and 188a 
tennina^ the eareer of 8k 7. Pratt> A. J. Philipi^ GhreoBy 
Edmonds^ and poor Sam Chapman ; for their snoceasors, I refer 
yon to the nex) chapter. 



CHAPTER XXL 

Csmf»iga of 1870 and 1851» Kon-paymenl of SiiUrieik Charles Koaiu 
Master Burke* The Star System.— Rush-lights. Mademoiselle D'Jickj 
the greta actor. Tyke« In the " School of Reform.** 

Thb campaign of 1830<'31, was opened on Saturday, the 28th 
of August, by the Chapman family at the Walnut Street Thea- 
tre with the * Heir at Law," and •* Love Laughs at Lock- 
smiths." The company was really one of talent, and merited 
a better fate than non-payment of salaries. 

But novelty, new facts, strange fckckf has ever been the C17 
in Philadelphia when amusement is proposed, which desire is 
no sooner complied with« than a wisn sneeeeds for the faoes 
of their old favourites, whose absence is lamented when too 
late, and comparisons instituted by no means iarourable to 
the new comers. It appears almost incredible, after the 
misery of the spring and summer season of 1830, that any 
capaUe actor should have been found hardv enough to ven- 
ture upon manajKoaaent ; vet all three of the theatres wero 
OQoapied, and ready for a fair start in this road to ruin. 

The present season was marked by the appearance of the 
smallest and the largest star that ever graced the same 
theatre^Master Burke, the Lilliputian musician and aotor, 
and Mademoiselle D'Jicki the elephant of Slam, who both 
appeared at the Arch Street Theatre, which opened on the 
dOth of August, und^ the management of Archer, Haywood 
and Walton, with the ** Bride <u Lammermoor," and '* Turn 
Out f Hyatt and Kilner being added to the names fiEuniUar to 
the citizens of Philadelphia. 

Davis, of the Frencn opera, opened the Cheanut Street 
Theatre for a short season. 

Messrs. Lamb and Coyle made me an overture to enter into 
partnership with them in the Chesnut Street Theatre, or !• 
take the stage management. I. reoommended ICr. W. B. 
Wood for that situation, as I believed hia name assodate c i 
with 1A9 theatre was nwat likely to oonttn«a4 tba mpport of 



the MiiMahld drdesin aid of i|ie dnuna; bat ihd M?iTia«C 
tbat taite, wliich. appeared extinct^ for tlieatrkal reprMent^ 
tLonSj was reserved for the appearance of Miss Faany Eembk^ 
at a later period, of whom hereafter. I dedined their offer, 
bnt aooepted an engagement in the theatre, which opened on 
JBCondaj, the 18th of October, with the '' Heir at Law/* the 
/ '' Lottery Ticket,^ and the ** Young Widow ;" an addrcm^ 
written by W. C. Bridges, Was spoken by ne, of which I re- 

rit I did not preserve a copy. John Milk Brown and MnL 
Tonng were the only strangem of any repntation who pofr 
feised the charm of novelty, although the season coaunenoed 
very prcAperoosly. 

' The first announcement which excited attenti<mt was the 
name of Mr» Charles Kean^ (son of the great tragedian,) at 
the Arch Street Theatre, on the 23rd of SeptembM'^ to per- 
form the part oC Biehard the Third. The house was well 
filled, and I took my seat in the boxes, with a feeling el r^ 
gret that Hr. C. Kean had not seleeted the Ohes&ut Street 
Theatre to make his first appearance. Old reeoUeotlttas, and 
the warm friendship I entertained for his father, rendered me 
anxious for his success. ' I left the theatre with a feeling of 
diaappointment, and a conviction that the mantle of the 
father had not descended upon the shoulders of the son. The 
pexformance was weak throi;^hQut^ painfully remindiag the 
auditor of his father's excellence^ only to read hia own want 
<^ physical power to act such a part as Bichard the Third ; it 
waa a fitilure which no subsequent effovt could eradicate. And 
had Mr. C. Eean^s pretensions to be ranked amoQg the first 
acton of the Britien stage rested upon his Jirti vnit to the 
United States, his claim could not nave be«a reeogniaed ; te 
hia name alone was toleration eonceded, added to which, he 
poflsessed a rival in the person of Mr. B. Forres^ a young man 
of his own i^ rapidly rising in popularity with his country- 
meui and Mtween whom and himself comparisons were 
instituted on all occaslona It was^ therefore, a fortunate 
circumstance for his reputation, that he paid the United 
States a second visit when his positioji as an actor was mora 
definitively fixed, bnt he will never prove an attractive star. 
In the Atlantic cities he played Bichard, Sir Giles Overreadi, 
Shylock, Othello, Hamlet, and Beuben Glenioy. On the 14th 
<tf December^ 

Masieb BUBEB, 

the Irish BoflciuB, appeared for the first time in FhUadelphifl^ 
at the Areh Street Theatre, in the eharader of Young Kov- 
val^ in '<Boi||las»" leading the overture of Guy Hanneriag^ 
and playing Dr. O'Toole, in the "Irish Tutor.* The house 
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presented any thing but a flattering appearanoe> the Fhila- 
delphinsa having no peonliar relish for precocity; but his 
BncceEB was great, and the remainder of his engagement mnst 
have amply compensated for any little mortification he may 
have experienced on his first reception. The sweet tones of 
his Yioliny and the gracefnl manner in which he handled his 
bow, created a sensation in the musical world. He left the 
city with his pocket well fiUed with dollars, and a reputation 
which rendered it difficult to procure a seat in the boxes, 
when he returned. [Against his acting I must be allowed 
to enter a protest — ^it was so inferior to that of Clara Fisher 
at a {much earlier a^e, it excited no astonishment, and 
was tiresome to the audience, but to his musical abilities I 
render a willing homage. He was a prodigy, deserving the 
success which crowned his efforts. 

A new tragedy, from the pen of David Paul Brown, Esq., 
a distinguished member of the Philadelphia bar, was pro- 
duced at the Ghesnut Street Theatre, on the 14th of Decem- 
ber, 1880, entitled *' Sertorius." Booth played the hero in a 
manner which would have commanded success for any piece; 
the beautiful poetry of this play, flowing from his lips must 
have gratified the fastidious taste of any author— how, then, 
must it have delighted the audience. The play wanted action 
— there was too much declamation. It was received by a 
fashionable audience with every mark of success, and repeated 
several times, being withdrawn only by the termination of 
Mr. Booth's engagement— another of the blessings of the star 
system entailed upon managers, who are thus prevented from 
reaping the harvest of their exertions, even from a successful 
play, the engagement of the star elsewhere precluding the 
possibility of prolonging an engagement. 

Kichard Penn Smith also produced a new piece, for Christ* 
mas Night, founded on Cooper's novel of the Water Witch, in 
which I had to play Tom Tiller. Mr. Toung, for whom the 
part was originsdly compiled, returning it to the managers at' 
the eleventh hour, as too long, he being utterly unable to 
commit the words to memory. My faculty, in that respect, 
being notorious throughout the profession, it was useless to 
say I could not do it, and I was unwilling to say I would not ; 
but after labouring successfully at my task, I could not con- 
ceal my mortification to find I was the only person in the 
piece conversant with the language of the author. Instead of 
receiving help from those who had less to learn, I was obliged 
to prompt others, and bear the whole burthen of a three act 
melo-dnuna on my own shoulders. It was a fortunate circum- 
stance that the holiday folks who composed our audience 
were too noisy to observe our delinquency, or the piece would 
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have met a different fiite. It passed off with eehu, and then 
passed on to the managers' shelves. • 

On the 8th of January, Charles Kean commenced an en- 
gagement at the Ohesnnt Street Theatre, bnt the error he had 
committed in not choosing it afi his first ground, was not to 
be repaired. His houses were worse than he attracted at the 
Arch Street Theatre. Throughout this season, the stars were 
continually running from one hoiise to the other ; so that, as 
Jack Falstaff has it, " you knew not where to have tkevu" 

Mr. E. Forrest, after playing at the Arch Street Theatre, 
also came for a few nights to the Chesnut Street Theatre ; so 
also Madam Fearon, Hackett, Finn, Mrs. Austin, and others. 

On the 10th of January, 1831, 1 reviyed, for my benefit, the 
good old comedy of the ''Suspicious Husband,'' and a new 
piece entitled ** Free and Easy," heading my play-bill thus : 

Ko Stars, 
But a host of approved Bush-lights. 
Wood, Wemyss, 

Boberts, J. M. Brown, 

Young, Green, 

Mrs. Darley, Mrs. Wood» 

Mrs. Young, Mrs, "Willis, 

Miss Kerr, Mrs. F. Durang. 

Kushlights ! Most of them better stars than tJbose who 
grace the play-bills nightly, with their names in large letters, 
in ihete degenerate times. The play was judiciously chosen, 
well acted, and presented to a fuhionable audience, but the 
manager pocketed the proceeds, kindly allowing me to call 
upon my friends to make up the deficiency, by taking a second 
benefit. This was the first time I ever knew the proceeds of 
an actor's benefit to remain unpaid ; it had always been con- 
sidered a trust, sacred in the hands of the manager. Mich 
fortune may render a man unable to meet his payments of 
weekly salary, but to refuse to pay over the proceeds of an 
actor's benefit, is' a crime, a breach of trust of the blackest 
kind, seldom practised by the most unprincipled manager. 

On the 5th of April, I appeared at the Walnut Street 
Theatre, in the character of Tyke, in the " School of Beform,*' 
which I had promised to act, to oblige a very worthy friend 
of mine, (whose name I do not feel authorised to mention,) to 
whom I once stated I thought I could play the part. 

Before the curtain rose, I would wiUingly have paid fifty 
dollars to have escaped the effect of my folly, in making a 
raah promise. Fancy a light comedian, held in high estima- 
tion by the audience of the Chesnut Street Theatre, attempt- 
ing to peEfozm the most difficult part in the range of domestic 
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chance of success. By one of fkose fteaks, fvliieh irequ^liy 
mid^o or mar mi actor, I waa sacoessftd, bej^nd my most san- 
faine ezpeotalaons. 

The difficulty of the tat^ ensured my ttiumph : the audienoe 
expected, and came prepared, to witness a failure ; but when 
the curtain feU on the second act, the applause was so heaity 
that I felt I was sure of success. When I appeared a^in, I 
was greeted by three distinct rounds of applause, and was 
effered, at the dose of the performance^ one hundred dollars 
to repeat the character on the following Saturday night. 

So much was said out of the theatre about this performance, 
(3iat when I was in treaty with Haywood and company, Bow- 
botham made a positi^ stipulation, that Ishoiud openia 
T jl:e, whid^ I agreed to do, on condition that he gare me a 
Saturday night at the Walnut Street Theatre for my benefit, 
and should not ask me to repeat the part. 

My second attempt wfui by no means so Buocessfal as my 
first; six weeks had elapsed, during which time all my 
theatrical friends had been urging me to tu^ my attention to 
what are termed the ** Heavy Countrymen," of which Tyke 
is the best specimen. The audienoe expeotod too much, and 
were disappointed. In the first isstanoe they were agreeably 
su^^prised, and in the second, proportionately disappointed, al- 
thoi ^h they warmly applauded the effort. Three tmies in the 
oour. 3 of my theatrical career, I have received the msoked 
apprcrSation of the audience, for acting parts totally HiaMmiltf 
' to my 'usual cast of characters, and fi^m which I expected to 
reap /.nything else than reputation. Dr, Caittwell, in ttte 
"Hypocrite," Fyke, in the « School of Reform," and Old Nelson, 
in ■* Jonathsm Bradford," will ever be remembered by me, as 
characters which proved to the audience I was capable of 
affording them amusement ui a more varied line <^ the drama, 
if I chose to turn my attention to them. 

The seventh of Hay, 1831, is deserving of record, as being 
the day which gave birth to the firm of M%ywood & Co., the 
only management assuming anything like stability since the 
days of Warren and Wood ; they opened the Walhut Street 
Theatre with the «' Foundling of the Forest," and the « Sleep 
Walker," remaining open until ike Slst day of July, at which 
time they obtained poflsesaiQa of the Ohesnut Street Theatre 
alflo. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 

New Management; fitan annoimced. Fonceit and tHe OUdktor* 
Wairen'a last appearance aa an Aetot; 

TxB season of 1831—33, was opened by Maywood and Co., on 
Sataiday, tke 27tk day of Angvet, at the Walnut Street 
theatre, with the mele-diama of the " Heart of Mid-Lothian^" 
and the faroe of *'Baifiing the Wind/' in which I pefsonated 
J^emy Diddler. - 

On the Monday following, Hessift. Jones, Duffy, and Forreat, 
opened the Areh Steeet Theatre, with Sheiidan'a oemedy of 
« The Kivals," and " Black-Eyed Siw»/' 

On the 17th of Ootober» the Cheannt Street Theatre once 
more ODened its doors for the season, annonnouitf as stan en- 
gagedf Mr. Sinclair, Miss Hnghes, Master Borke^ Mn C. Kean, 
Mr. Anderson, Madame Btf talozai, Mr. Pinn, Mr» Hackett, 
Mn. Barrymore, Miss Clara Fisher, and Mr. Booth. 

They say the first blow is half the battle : bnt should that 
Mow fail, what becomes of the aggressor ? The first star pre- 
aeated to the public was 

Mr. SINCLAIR 

who was announced to play Francia Osbaldistone^ in ''Bob 
Boy,'* on the 17th of October. Aa n singer, he was once the 
pride of the London stage ; the sucoessfal riral of Braham, 
whose triumph in English music, in conjunction with Mias 
Stephens (the Countess of Essex,) in ** Guy Mannering" and 
"Bob Boy,** form the subject of many a pleasing reminiscence 
in the musical world. Thirty nights was announced aa the 
utmost limit to which his present riait to the United States 
oonld possibly extend, (at least so said the play-bills, which, 
Iflce the newspapers, never lie). The prices of admission were 
yaised to the old standard, and pubiio expectation wrought 
up to the hiffhest pitch. This unnatural excitement proved 
tnegraTe ofhis reputation : he fell a yiotim to his own fame. 
The wreck of his former self, he was called upon to realize 
the most extravagant expectations, and failed most lament- 
ably, sealing the fiite of the Chesnut Street season, whose 
prospects appeared so brilliant. His voice had fled ; in vain 
the managers endeavoured through the columns of the news- 
papers, to persuade the pubiio he sung as well as ever he did 
— 4he man was there, 'tis true, but the voice, which oould . 
keep a crowded tiieatre in breathless lilenoe to hear» ''iVajr* 
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paESSed, and he was rapidly descending to that position, where 
managers become fertile in framing excuses to avoid enteiring 
into engagements which thej knew must fail. It is a 
Bonroe of regret to the admirers of Mr. Sinclair — "and their 
name is legion,'^'' — that he did not retire when he could have 
done so with ecl&t. His visit to the United States was inju- 
dicious ; he must have been aware that his powers were im- 
paired, if not entirely lost, and that no recollection of what 
he had been could be brought forward to shield him before 
the audience of the New World, where he presented himself 
as a candidate for public approbation, relying upon the force 
of his reputation for a favourable reception, furnishing an* 
other proof of the tenacity with which public performers 
cUnff to that applause they have been accustomed to receive, 
nntu sounds of an opposite nature awake them to the un- 
pleasant truth, that their attraction is gone^fled like a dream, 
never to return. 

I have heard Mr. Sinclair sing, when admiring crowds 
could scarce obtain admission within the spacious walls of 
Covent Garden Theatre ; when his name was sufficient to fill 
a concert room to overflowing, and his ballads the theme of 
praise on every tongue; but 1 should never have recognized 
the gentleman who appeared this evening as Francis Osbal- 
diston, as the John Sinclair, claimed as the Scottish Minstrel, 
and the King of Song. 

The failure of this, their first star, and the greatest name 
they could offer, had a most sinister effect on the future proe- 
pects of the managers during the season. 

Messrs. Jones, Duffey, and Forrest were active and enter- 
prising opponents, watching to take advantage of every false 
move their adversaries might make. Mr. E. Forrest played 
'' Metamora" on the same evening at the Arch Street Theatre, 
which terminated so fatally for the treasury of the Chesnut 
Street, and on the following Monday they produced Dr. Bird's 
tragedy of the "Gladiator," (24th of Oct6ber). The reception 
it met with was enthusiastic, and notwithstanding the oplnioii 
of the London critics to the contrary, its success was well 
deserved. As a first attempt at dramatic composition, it re- 
flected honour on its author. Accustomed as an actor is to 
striking scenes, I was taken by surprise, at the effect produced 
at the closing of the second act, the rising of the Gladiators 
in the arena, and the disposition of the characters as the act 
drop fell, I do not believe was ever surpassed in any theatre 
in the world. 

But the author committed a blunder in composition : unlesB 
he was prepared with something more vigorous, he shoidd 
have ended his plot here, instead of commencing it. The 
very ezceilenoe of the sitaation and action jost depicted; 
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prepared yon for something more starfcling yet to follow, 
while the third act, which immediately follows, is the worst 
act of the whole play, as if the author had ezhansted himself 
in the commencement of his task ; and instead of rising gra- 
dually to the point oi excellence he here acquired, he sinks 
below mediocrity, and, with the exception of the description 
of Phasarius and the death of Spartacus, he noTer again rises 
above it. 

It would be superfluous to say one word on the subject of 
Mr. E. Forrest's performance of Spartacus : it was the per- 
fection of melo-dramatio tragedy, to the excellence of wmch 
every frequenter of the theatres bears willing testimony. J. 
B. Scott merited the thanks of the author for his performanoe 
of Phaisarius, and the managers for the scenery and dresses. 
The play was produced in a style worthy of the reputation of 
the actor, by whose liberality it was presented to the public. 
It was repeated almost eyery night during Mr. K Porrest's 
•engagement, and retains its popularity unuminished to the 
present day (1843). 

On the 14th of September, I had a misunderstanding with 
May wood & Co., which led to my retirement from the Chesnut 
Street Theatre; the cause, an attempt to forfeit me one dollar, • 
by the management, for having prevented (by the loss of a 
night's sleep,) the necessity of their changing the pieces an- 
nounced for performance. Without the usual notice in the 
Green-room, out on the mere supposition that I had played 
the part, Mr. Bowbotham, the sti^e-manager, sent my name 
to the press for Mandeville, in the " Toung Widow," not 
only a long but a difficult part ; the first intimation I had of 
it was the printed bill, at half past ten o'clock, on the even- 
ing preceding. I told Boyrbotham, at once, I would not do it. 
My unfortunate (many might ihinh it fortunate) faculty of 
committing a given of number of words to memory in the 
shortest space of time, was too well known to the managen, 
I who, after many kind phrases, and the "blarney" which 

' usually proves successful with an actor, when a manager is 

jmxious to coax him into a disagreeable thing, I agreed to 
attempt it, on condition that a rehearsal was called at one 
^'olock. The ]^erformance of the evening, in which I sus- 
tained a principal part, was not concluded until half-past 
twelve o'clock, when, with the prompt-book in my possession, 
I left the theatre, not to seek repose, but to read incessantly 
for three hours. By four o'clock, I had completed my tadc, 
snd retired to bed, when in the mominff I was summoned to 
Attend a ten o'clock rehearsal. Kotwithstanding this was a 
violation of terms on which I consented to study the charac- 
.ter, it was my intention to have been there— aooldent alone 
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pt^st^ented it "I fell asleep, and did not awAke until after 
Meven oVlodc. Finding it impoasible to be at the theatre in 
time to rehearse a piece, which does not occupy an hour in 
acting, I deroted the forenoon to reading the part attentively, 
and to mj great Batisfaction, found I was perfect. I told 
Bowbotham the reason of my absence, who laughed, and 
thanked me at the end of the performance, with the remark, 
that he did not know how the devil I got the words into mj 
head. Having faliilled my promise, I could scarcely expect 
punishment, where I was fairly entitled to remuneration for 
extra services; therefore, on Saturday, I was not only sur- 
prised, but indignant, to find a dollar retained from my salary, 
wilAi the notice on a small piece of paper, explairing the 
cause, which read thus : — *' Mr. Wemyss, one dollar, keeping 
the prompt book of the 'Young Widow,' from rehearsal. 
I renued to submit to this act of injustice ; the managers 
seemed to treat it as a good joke ; but I had not inclination 
to be Joked out of my money. I made a formal demand for 
the restitution of the dollar, which being refiised, I told them 
that I would commence a suit for its recovery, if it cost me 
twenty times the amount. I received a reply from Mr. May- 
wood, stating that the rules and regulations of the theatre 
were imperative, and binding upon all ; that they would be 
enforced in eveiy case, without reference to persons; that the 
money could not be returned ; that I was at liberty to adopt 
any course I might think proper. I therefore, forthwith, 
issued a summons against Maywood, Rowbotham and Piatt, 
for the enormous sum of one doflar^ unlawfully by them de- 
tained. Before the day fixed for the hearing before the 
ma|plstrate, they cooled a little. Fearing to risk an exposure 
which must have proved most discreditable to them, they 
sent me the money, with the costs, to the magplstrate's office, 
and contented themselves with addressii^f me a letter. 
Stating my services would not be required in the theatre at 
the expiration of the present week. Nothing would have 
pleased me better than such an arrangement at the com- 
mencement of the quarrel, for I never could forgive the 
meanness of the act ; but now, my character as an actor, and 
a man, required I should submit to no measure which could 
appear to place the managers in the right, and myself in the 
wrong, in a cause so oppressive and tyrannical. 1 refused to 
accept this discharge, as it was termed ; but the breach of 
contract, it actus^y was; my engagement being for ten 
months, and not for one week — we tried this question also, 
which was decided in my favour, by arbitration. I returned 
to the theatre, on the 27th of October, after an absence of 
four weeks, during which, they had to pay me my stli^nlated 
iaoomei foe doiog AQtldog » until tbeir uiabili^ tQ pay thtir 



Balaiitf^ leH me at liberty to turn the tablet^ and diflcbttr^s 
tlieni ftom being say masters^ inatead of iheir diaohargiag me 
as their serrant, The hostility thtis en^ndered^ continued 
in active operation for years. Considering Mr. Pratt had 
been my partner ; Mr. Maywood, the acting manager of the 
Baltimore and Washington Theatresi, on my aeconnt; and 
Mr. Bowbotham was the stage manager of my creating, in the 
Ghesunt Street Theatre, I was, even if in the wrong, from old 
aasociations, entitled to some little courtesy. But when, by 
express stipulation of engagement, I was exempted from at- 
tending more than one rehearsal of a new piece, and not 
bound to attend an old one at all, except at my own pleasure 
and conyenience, I am at a loss to account for this transaction. 
It is true, Mr. Bowbotham said he had selected me as an 
example, that he might say to others — ** Why, we forfeited 
Wemyss. How then can you expect to escape T Good logics 
this ; but apj^lied to a bad subject, when he proposed to 
make me a victim to frighten others into the performance of 
their duty. 

Early in Kovember,. I received from Warren the following 
letter, dated Baltimore :— 

*' DsAR Wmnrss ;— 

" What are yott abouU-are you a Walniit Street pIay-actor« or a 
Chesnut Street play-actor, or no play-actor at all ? J>o write, and let me 
liear the news. Do you think there is a possibility of my aoting at either 
of the theatres in your eity, during the present season ? 

" Y0UI8, very truly, 
(Signed,) «* WmuAM WABitniJ> 

. I showed this letter to Mr. May wood, and the result was an 
ofTer of an engagement at the Ghesnut Street Theatre, the laat 
he ever fulfiUed, commencing with Falstaff, on the 19th of 
November, 1831, and terminating on the 2$th of the same 
month, when, for his benefit, he appeared as Sir Robert 
Bramble, in the " Poor Gentleman.'* L played Frederick,, and 
in the last scenes of the play it was evident that the old 
gentleman*! memory was failing. In the beginning of the 
Ifth acL he suddenly laid his hand upon my shoulder, and 
said, " Frank, lead me off the stage, for.l do not know what 
I am talking about" He finished the part, committing 
blunder upon blunder, until it became evident to the audience, 
who kindly cheered the last moments of his public career 
with their long and continued approbation. He never acted 
again— and thus closed the theatrical life of William Warren, 
one of the ^eatest ^vourites, both as a man and an actor, the 
Philadelplua stage ever possessed. As a manager, he long and 
ably directed the theatre in its brightest daysj; universally 
Teapectedf his mififortiimea in the latter part of his life^ met 



in TBEAmiOAL BIO0BAPHT. 

with nniversal commifwiationy but little aasistanoe. He died 
in Baltimore, on Friday, October 19, 1832, aged 66 yean, 
regretted by those friends who best knew his worth, and 
remembered by all, aB the only representative of Shakspeare'e 
inimitable Sir John Falstaff. The last time his name was 
announced, was at the Arch Street Theatre, on the 8th of 
December, when he intended to take leave of the audience in 
an addreas,'in the character of Falstaff. He was too ill to 
appear, and I regret to state the amount of the house for his 
last benefit, was a disgrace to the frequenters of the theatre — 
leaving him, in sickness, to regret he had suffered his name 
to be announced, and that his friends, in the hour of his 
utmost need^ had entirely deserted him. 

Miss CLIFTON 

appeared as Lady Macbeth, on the 1 0th of December. She failed 
to excite the slightest attention, possessing no requisite for an 
actress but personal appearance, and deserving only of notice, 
as the first lady belonging to the American stage, who was bom 
in the United States, and put forth pretensions to be considered 
a star. Her first benefit in Philadelphia, took place at the 
Ohesnut Street Theatre, and (with the exception of Madame 
HeloiBe) was the worst house ever seen upon such an occasion, 
within the walls. The performance was " Bertram/' and the 
" Lottery Ticket;** Hamblin playing Bertram to her Imogene. 
It is an ungracious task, to speak of any lady in other terms 
than those of praise, therefore I must be excused from enter- 
ing into any farther discussion, upon Miss Clifton's merits as 
an actress. She played Astute, in London, in Lord Byron's 
<( Manfred f and lattely supports Mr. Forrest during his star 
engagements ; but owes her position entirely to the system of 
newspaper puffing, so fatal to the real interests of the drama. 

On the 17th of January, 1882, B. T. Conrad produced a five 
act tra^y of some merit, for Mr. Murdoch^B benefit, under 
the title of " Conrad of Naples," at the Arch Street Theatre. 
Murdoch as the hero, acquired a goodly share of reputation, 
and certainly acted this part better than J. B. Soott, who 
afterwards attempted it. 

I must not forget to mention a row which took place on the 
17th of December, at the Walnut Street Theatre, in conse- 

Suence of Mr. Hamblin breaking down in the character of 
ichard the Third, his old enemy, the asthma, preventing 
him from prooee^ng beyond the third act. An apolo^ waa 
made to the audience, who quietly sat out the new piece of 
'* The Evil Eye ;" but when the curtain rose upon the fiuroe of 
''Baising the Wind," in which I had to perform Jeremy 
Diddler, the audience gave strong proof of their determination 
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violent disapprobation, X yentnred to ezpoBtnlaio with Mr. 
Bowbotham upon the folly of attempting to proceed; but he 
asked me if I was afraid— I said " No ; but the ladies are." 
*'Go on 1** said he. " Up ^ith the curtain/' said I. But no 
sooner had we commenced the second act, and the determina* 
tion of the management to proceed in spite of opposition 
became manifest to the audience, than some gentleman 
blackguard, (aside) threw a large piece of plaster, extracted 
from the roof of the pit passage, with some force upon the 
stage. It fell at the feet of Mrs. Charles Green, who Was 
acting Peggy, and whose face miraculously escaped the con- 
tact. Her husband, who was on the stagey representing the 
character of Old Plain way, in an instant seized the offending 
missile, and hurled it rack upon the audience wifch the em- 
phatic phrase, that the man that threw it, was a blackguard and 
a coward. A general jrow ensued, in which stores were over- 
tamed, hot coals distributed, and the melee ended by leaving 
actors and audience in the dark, the lights being rapidly 
extinguished. How many black eyes, and now many useless 
threats were uttered I stop not to detail. That Mr. Green was 
wrong in throwing a handful of rubbish among the audience, 
is not the question. He was undoubtedly righ^ in protecting 
his wife from insult ; and his noble expression, that he cared 
for no danger; he only wished to be placed before the 
scoundrel who threw the plaster, or any one who would 
justify him ; and as far as strength remained, he would pro- 
tect a woman against the whole assembled crowd, one after 
the other, gained him a host of friends, and saved the manager 
much future annoyance form his ill-judged perseverance. 

Miss Hughes appeared at the Chesnut Street Theatre, as a 
vocalist : her success was not equal to her merit. Blanohard, 
one of the glories of the Britieh stage, in its best days, also 
i^peared on the 23rd of January, at the Chesnut Street 
Theatre, T^hich was now opened; one company doing double 
duty, playing at both theatres on Uie same night ; very amusing 
to the actors, not unprofitable to the managers, but decidedly 
deprecated by the audience, who could not discover why an 
actor, passing from the corner of Ninth and Walnut Street, to 
Sixth and Chesnut Street, should be worth double the price 
of admission, in a farce, which they had paid to see him in a 
full play, in the early part of the evening. 

Blanchard opened as Bon Lewis, in **Love makes a Han." 
To say that it was an excellent piece of acting, would onJiy be 
to reiton^ what every body, conversant with the stage, has 
already said ; but it wanted actors of the same school, now, I 
am aonj to say^ iast &ding from existence in the counterpartsu 
X 5 
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The pltty 10 obsolete to the present generation ; and Mr. 
Blanonard's ftilore to attract was owing to no want of merit 
' on his party but a want of judgment to appreciate such acting 
by the andienoe, who prefer *' Napoleon/' " Zanthe," or any 
dramatic representation, where the eye can be gratified, to 
amart dialogue and repartee, which form the essence of 
comedy. By the old authors, therefore. Monsieur Gouffe, 
with his imitation of the Monkey tribe, would fill the theatre, 
while an effort ** to raise the genius, and to mend the heart,'* 
would fail. 

The 18th of February, 1832, should be marked in the dra- 
matic calendar with <'a white stone," haying introduced a 
young lady of superior talent, in the person of 

M1S8 VINCENT, 

who made her first appearance on any stage, at the Areh 
Street Theatre, in the character of Clari, takmg not only the 
audience, but the actors, by surprise, who, while congratu- 
lating her upon her merited success, felt that the profession 
had acquired a gem of talent of the highest order. To Mr. 
Hamblin the public were indebted for the introduction of 
this young lady, whose short but brilliant career forms an 
epoch in the history of the American stage. From the night 
of her debut, she rose in favour with the audience, who felt 
justly proud of their countrywoman; until the citizens of 
I^'ew York and Boston, confirming the opinion of the critics 
of Philadelphia, placed her, by unanimous consent, at the 
head of the arduous profession she had chosen. Had her life 
been spared, she would have created in London as great a sen- 
sation in the dramatic world, as did Miss Fanny Kemble in 
the United States, or Madame Bachel in France. Her person 
was small ; her features not remarkable for beauty, yet bore 
the stamp of intellect, which, when lighted up by the enthu- 
siasm of ner assumed character, captivated the hearts of the 
audience. She died before her reputation had reached its 
zenith, lamented by^ all who knew her, occupying without a 
rival the proud station of the first actress in America. 

It is singular, that while female talent, (previous to the 
appearance of Miss Fanny Eemble,) was at the lowest ebb 
upon the London stage, the native actresses of the United 
States should have presented a galaxy of talent, in the persons 
of Miss Vincent, Miss Ann V^ring, Mrs. Richardson, (Miss 
E. Jefferson,) Mrs. WillU, (late Min Warren,) all the Pladde 
family. Miss Pelby, (Mrs. Anderson,) Mrs. Kent, Miss Mary 
Duff, Miss Kiddle, Mrs. Flpn, and others. Had the managers 
of the London Theatres been aware of its ezistenoe, many 
would haye Imn translated to tho gmt motropoUs^ 9A attOKh 
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tionBof zare value. I liave been surprised tliat Hr. Prioe' 
while fdmishiiig the American stage with European talent' 
did not attempt the task for which he was so well qualified, of 
mtroduoing some of these young ladies to a London audience. 
The speculation would have been a profitable one, for talent of 
the highest order in England is always sure to command 
saooesB. 

The season of 1831 and 1832^ was also marked by another 
addition of yalue^ in 

Mb. G. H. hill, 

better known as Yankee Hill, who, from a yery humble pon- 
tion in the Arch Street Theatre, in which he was frequently 
insulted by the derision and disapprobation of the audience, 
suddenly became a star, and whAt is more extraordinary, a 
good one too. Discharged in disgrace from his situation, for 
refusing to assist as a courtier, in the coronation scene of the 
** Exile," glad to escape from an audience who ridiculed him^ 
desperate in his circumstances, and reckless of consequences^ 
he ^applied to Mr. Simpson, of the Park Theatre, New 
York, for permission to attempt a Yankee character. His 
success at once enabled him to enter the lists, as a star, 
to share the praise already bestowed upon Hackett in this 
new species of dramatic character. Making the best of his 
time during Hackett^ absence in England, he proved a formi- 
dable rival to that gentleman, on his return, beating him on 
his own ^ound, in the very characters of his own creating. 

There is a quiet, natural manner in his acting the " Down 
East Yankee,** which takes possession of the risible faculties % 
of his audience, giving them full employment during the time 
he continues on the stage. He is the best representative of 
what may be styled American comedy. His success in London 
was a just compliment to his talent. The Bta|;e is indebted to 
him for the poasession of several good acting pieces, written to 
display his pectdiarities. He proved for many seasons one of 
the most attractive stars, until forgetting what he had been, 
in what he was, he aimed at an unenviable notoriety out of his 
profession, which has materially injured lus prospects of 
lature suocefls. Had Mr. Hill been a man of education, he 
would have supported himself with credit in the position ho 
had suddenly reached. Having boldly breasted a storm, which 
threatened to annihilate his claims as an actor, and triumphed 
over it, an overweening vanity has proved more detrimental 
to his &me, than all the artifices of his enemies could ever 
have accomplished. 

• What an agreeable thing it is for a manager to be compelled, 
against his will, to retain an actor, andwhatapleas^tlifethe 
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Mtel6Sd8 during ihoptfiodf Syarjr day I expttidUiMd flomd 
anaoYBaoe^ of mkik I oonld make no ioimal oomplaint, but 
wlii4» I Imew wag jdone with an intention to promote miraa« 
dontandinif. Mrs. Knight being engaged at the Cheenut 
Street Theatre, wished to open in Eate O'Brien ; knowing I 
was a member of the oompany, and remembering the manner 
in which this piece was received on its first representation, 
naturally wished me to act Charles Paragon. I had caught 
a severe cold, which, affecting my throat, compelled me to 
remain in the honse, when I received a letter from Mr. 
Maywood, requesting I would make an effort to come out 
upon the present occasion. I replied that I would do so, on 
condition I was not requested to act any other part on that 
evening, as I did not feel sufficiently recovered to resume my 
duty in the theatre. With this understanding^ I suffered my 
name to be announced. Mr. Booth having arrived unexpect- 
edly, " Hamlet'' was announced for tiie play, in which I had 
nsoally acted Ostric. Much to my mortification, I found my 
name in the play-bill, but was assured by Mr. Bowbotham, thie 
stage-manager, it was a nustake, and that Mr. Mercer would 
aet the part. I was not even called upon to rehearse it, and 
oertainly should not have consented to stand upon the 8tai<^ 
an inactive si>ectator, for half an hour, with a bare neck and 
an ulcerated sore throat. But so good an opportunity to m<^ 
tify me was not to be lost. At the end of the third act of the 
tragedy, Mr. Maywood came to me to know whether 1 intended 
to play Ostric; 1 replied decidedly not ; when Mr. Rowbotham 
appealed to the audience to be suffered to omit the second 
scene of the fifth act, in consequence of my indispositioii. I 
was not even aware that such a request had been made, 
until when discovered as Chariee Paragon, I was astonished 
to hear a few sharp hissee, perfectly unconscioos that thcw 
were directed towaras me, until after the soene was finiBhai^ 
when I was informed of what had taken place. I wasted no 
wards, bat sent a card to the newspapers the followii^ mora- 
log, in explanation, stating the &ult was with the manage- 
ment, net the actor ; that the whole part was not forty linei^ 
and tiiat any actor could have easily committed tnem to 
memory daring the fourth act of the play ; t^t Maywood k 
Co. were in possession of the knowledge that I would not do 
it, early in the morning; that I regretted the interruption 
which had taken place, but that / was certainl]^ not the offend- 
ing party, having left the sick chamber to aid the manage- 
ment,^ which had endeavoured to represent me in a most 
offensive podtion before the audience; that the Ohesnut 
Street Theatre mnst indeed be redaced in respectability, when 
irach a request, as to omit a scene with saoh an actor as Mr. 
Booth, was rsBovted to, to giatii^ a petty epuat of c^fenge 
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upon an actor. Thifl, howeyer, was the lart scene of the con- 
test. I agreed to cancel my engagement, receiTing my benefit 
on the 10th of Febmaryy on which occasion I reviTod 
Gk>ldsmith*i9 comedy of the ** Oood-natnred Man/' and left the 
Chemnt Street Theatre, after ten yean' eervioe. 

On the 14th of March, I entered into an engagement with 
Duffy, Jones, and Forrest, for a few nights at the Arch Street 
Theatre, opening in Boderigo, in " Othello," and Delaval, in 
" Matrimony,'* in which Miss Mary Dnff was the Clara. It 
was during this short engagement as a star in the city ofPhila' 
delphia — g-o-o-d groroi-O'Vft I — that I had the pleasnre of act- 
ing Count Yalentia, in the " Child of Nature/* for the benefit 
of Miss Vincent, who represented Aramanthis witii all that 
simplicity which had already won the hearts of the audience. 

Early in the month of April, I paid a flying visit to Albany 
for twelve nights, where I made my bow as Charles Paragon, 
in '' Perfection/* Mrs. Knight beine the Kate O'Brien. Mr. 
fi. Forrest, Mrs. Pelby and Miss Pelby, were also there, play- 
ing on the same nights, so that if the citizens of Albany did 
not visit the theatre, it was not for want of attraction. 

As the English tragedian Kean, was driven from the Ameri- 
can stage, for refusing to act Bichard the Third in Boston to 
a handful of spectators, I was surprised that the American 
tragedian, E. Forrest, ventured to dismin an audience, whose 
paucity in numbers he did not choose should interfere with his 
desire to witness a little/uf^ at the circus, where the '< Greek," a 
well-known billiard-marker in the city, was advertised to play 
Bichard the Third. The theatre being closed, the manager, 
Mr. Forrest, and myself repaired to the circus, without a com- 
ment from the disappointed few,, who laughed at it as a 'good 
practical joke on a rainy night. 

" That such a difference there should be. 
Between tweedle dum and tweedle dee." 

The fortnight I spent in Albany was delightful recreation, 
partiesofpleasore being formed to Troy, the Shaker SetUe- 
ment, and other places of interest in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, every day after rehearsal ; and although I did not 
return to Philadelphia much richer, 1 was ^ratified with the 
hospitality displayed towards me by the Albanians, and look 
back with pleasure on my short visit to their city. 

On my return, I became regularly attached to the Arch 
Street company. The season closed on the ISth of June, 
when, for the first time for several years, the actors were re- 
gularly paid, all demands honourably settled, and Messrs. 
. I)nffy, Jones and Forrest in high credit both within and with- 
out the walls of the theatre. It was at the Arch Street 
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ThMlM thAlr Sheridan KnowW play oC the '< HtmchlMiOk'' 
waa tet acted in the TJnited Stases^ J. K» Soott beiiig ihe 
ICttto WaKiei^ and Miaa Biddle the Julia ; the play waa as 
well, if not better acted, as a whole, than 1 remember to haie 
Been it since, although "the Jvlia" had not yet given to it 
the stamp of fashion, which*crowded every Theatre in the 
United States when Hisa !Fanny Kemble was announced to 
ftct the part. 

It wae in 1832 that the Anderson Bow took place at the 
Park Theatre, Few York, where the worthy citizens made the 
unwonted call for Mr. Price, that they might hiss him. What 
the exact nature of Mr. Anderson's offence was, has neva 
been ascertained bv the profession ; so many rumours have 
been afloat, that I should be afraid to assign a cause. It is 
BufiEkcient to record the &ct, that he was not permitted to act 
in the United States— rather a heavy sentence for a private 
quarreL Bat his behaviour was not caleulated to conciliate, 
but rather to irritate his epponents. He paid the penalty of 
his folly and rashness. The audience lost the opportunity of 
hearing a clever sinj^eir. and he returned to London, to rail 
againat America and its aemocratic institutions, on a^ ooca- 
rions^ for the remainder of his life, and then to be forgotten. 

It uras in the sammer of 18S2, that 

Ha. THOMAS BICE^ 

better known aa Jim Crow, made his appearance at the Walant- 
Strwt Theatre. i 

<' Did yvu ne^cr hflnr of a JoUy Uack diamond 2"-^fl« AmJaaETw | 

to . 

This gentleman, whose representation of the character of a 
negro raised him to afflnenei^ made his first uspearanoe in 
Philadelphia in the sttrnmer of 1839^ at the Walnut Street 
Theatre. The roars of laughter with which his extravaganza 
of Jim Crow (the original of which was a negre of Pittsburgh, 
known as Jim Cuff,) was received, his excellent acting as wtXL 
as singing, soon induced offers firom managers, which filled his 
pockets and iheir treasury. He was for a time the <' lion^ of 
the minor theatres. With an innate tact for business, he im- 
proved the opportunity his popularity afforded, by ooUeotiBg 
all the really Deautiful airs which the negro sings while per- 
forming hia daily labour, and writing himself the ** libretto," 
to introduce a novel species of entertainment, with the im- 
posing title of Ethiopian opera. His '< Borne Squash" was an 
amusing affair, the music fanly delightful, and ably ezeented. 
The " Y iiginny Cupids,** although vulgar even ta grosnieflB, 
net a good reception. With this capital, Mr. Bice creflwdtlie 
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AtlA&tiCy and tinned the heads of the chimney sweeps and 
apprentice boys oC London^ who wheeled about and tamed 
about and jumped Jim Grow, from morning until nighty to 
the annoyance of their masters, but the great delight of the 
codkXkeyB. That his financial affairs have been improred by 
the ttip there is lltl^e doubt, but his jpopulaiity in nis native 
country has been lost, hy his endeavour to ingraft the T^-ijtfflfh 
dandy with the American negro.. 

In London, where a Uack man is scarcity iM|i, it might be 
semaricaUy ''ftmny,'* but the bt«ad oaricature of the Ame- 
rican negro was the «ttimetion «f Jim Crow at heme, w1ko» 
when converted into an English gentleman, was a most insipid 
creature. As an actor, Mr. fiice^ reputation depends upon 
his black fiuio ; and how he contrives to keep it white, might 
be matter of grave debate, begiimBked as it has been for the 
last ten years, at least three hours in each of the twenty-four. 

In private «ooiety» Jwn Orow m n "/mf rtti " iiamifiaMnM " 
fUl-of aneedote» possesMd of wooal afailitMs, amfl •ageeciiMe in 
O0Meiwitten,teuiikeB« YtkaMemmkv «f any seeM diffb. 

1 kfllve bind fcwttt nany 4nnaeei d^Uan, duxli^ my manage- 
jWRfti and MB jnf^d %e say, te titifltoess he is potlh j|urt and 
llb«iral, Mittit «ttempting to 'fifueeze the last dollar trom a 
manager with wiiom he may hKve contacted an engagement 
which proved a losing speculation. His practice on such 
occasions having generuly been voluntarily to resign a portiox^ 
of his right, by good humouredly observing^ in his negro 
dang : — ^Lookye here, my master, this has been a bad job^I 
don't think you ought to suffer to this tune ; live and let live 

Is a good motto--hand over , and I will give you a receipt 

in fml, and wish you better luck another time." xhe few ddi- 
lars remittedyuna&ked,in this manner, have been repayed, with 
interest, by ex^gagements when he was not actually wanted* 
but always oheeifully received by those managers who knew 
how to appreciate an act of kindness cleverly psoffiored, and 
when accepted never forgotten. 

He played in " Whirugig HaB," for the managers* benefit, 
on the 28th of July, dosing the season of the Walnut Street 
1]lieatre with eclat, the last of distinction, to managers and 
acton, for many years. The fall of 1832 witnessed the general 
reviv^ of the drama throughout the Fnited States, by the 
arrival of Hr. Charles Kemble and his daughter, and a sno- 
oeision of stan^ of more than common brilliance, from England. 

As a speeimen ef the distress which actors endured during 
these three years, 1 give a eopy of a letter written by one of 
the 4fldest« as well as respectable members of the psofessionu 
She WBM I irithhold» in respect ito his £ftiliDga» 
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(Directed,) To Mb. Wemtss, present. 

<' Sir :— I am in a state of mental agony, debating whether I ihaU 
" play the Roman," or " nobly live and see my family starve." Do, fos 
Heaven's sake, render me a small pecuniary assistance, anjr you think 
proper— we are destitute. By so doing you will greatly oblige your old 
friend.'* 

I need Bcahsely add the letter produced the desired effoet, 
and the gentleman, when I last saw him, was as h^trty and 
good humoured as if he had never known an honfs distreas* 



CHAPTER XXIY. 

Commencement of the Season of 185S— 75. Rivalry between Che Arch and 
Walnut Street Theatres. Mr. and Miss Kemble. Dr. Bird's Tragedy 
of " Oraloosa." Disagreeable Accident. Mr. Kemble's Acting in dif- 
ferent Characters. Death of Mr. Warren. Treatment of his Family 
by the Managers of the Chesnut Street Theatre. Statement of Facts. 
Building of a Theatre in Pittsburgh. Offer of its Management. Tra- 
gedies by Dr. Ware and Jonas B. Philips. Fanny Kemble and her 
Journal. 

I Fow approach the period of a revival, when acton were no 
longer to be seen lounging about without employment, but 
when really clever actors were eagerly sought for. Jones, 
Bufify and Forrest had contrived to pay their perfonjners, with 
regularity; Maywood & Co., by placing their actors on two- 
thirds of their actual engagements, also received receipts in 
fuU, and both parties commenced the season of 1832^33 with 
every prospect of success. At the Chesnut Street they an- 
nounced Mr. Charles Kemble, and Miss Kemble, Hr. Sinclair, 
the Bavel fistmily^ James Wallack, Miss Yincent, Madam 
Fearon, Mrs. Austin, as the stars; while at the Arch Street, 
it was known Mr. E. Forrest was the chief attraction, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hilson, J. B. Scott, Mr. Hill, Mr. C. Kean, Mr. Cooper, 
presented a formidable array in opposition. 

The campaign was commenced by the Arch Street managers^ 
on Wednesday, the 5th of September, 1832, with the comedy 
of the " Poor Gentleman," and the farce of ''How to Die for 
Love." The company consisted of Mr. W. Forrest, Dufff, 
Jones, Murdoch, Wemyss, J. S. Scott, D. Beed, H. Knight^ 
T. Placide, Horton, John Green, Thayer, James^ TliLompson, 
and Howard; Mrs. Stickney, Miss Biddle, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. 
H. Knight, Amelia Fisher, Mrs. J. Greene. On Satmidav, the 
8th, the Chesnut Street opened with BaRymcxre's military 
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Stoectacle of "Napoleon/* and the farce of the "Lottery 
Ticket," in which Eobertsh- the true snocessor of Jeflfereon, 
and the only one. deserving of that title, until the arriyal of 
W. E. Barton— played Wormwood. Thus the race was 
fairly commenced, each striving for ascendancy; the location 
of the Chesnnt Street Theatre giving it the preference with 
strangers, becanso the Arch Street was difficult to be found, 
nnless you left your home for the purpose of going there. 

The first grand struggle took place on the 10th of October, 
when Mr. Charles Kemble made his first appearance in 
Philadelphia, in the character of Hamlet, at the Chesnat 
Street Theatre, and Mr. E. Forrest produced Dr. Bird's 
tragedy of "Oraloosa," at the Arch Street. With attraction 
so equally balanced, the town was fairly divided. Every 
body was anxious to see Mr. Eemble, whose reputation as an 
actor stood higher than that of any performer of the present 
day, while Dr. Bird's great success in the " Gladiator," ez« 
cited an no less degree of curiosity to witness his second at* 
tempt as a dramatic poet. The result of this exertion on the 
part of the management of both theatres, was full houses for 
a succession of nights, during the respective engagements of 
the Kembles and Mr. E. Forrest. 

Dr. Bird's tragedy of " Oraloosa" did not increase his re- 
putation. From the author of the "Gladiator** something 
better was anticipated ; while the present play fell below the 
previous production of the doctor's muse. Neither plot, 
incident, or dialogue would bear comparison with Ms former 
self, while the same glaring error, of producing a climax at the 
end of the third act, by the death of Pizarro, in the banquet 
hall, beyond which he could not rise, was again committed. 
The audience were evidently disappointed, and Mr. E. Forrest 
judiciously struck it from the roll of his acting characters, 
after the first season, conscious it was unworthy the fame of 
the author, and would never produce anything but mortifica< 
tion to the actor. 

Tome the 10th of October, and the tragedy of " Oraloosa," 
form no pleasing remembrance, although they can never be 
forgotten— having caused me, in mimic fight, (too real for 
fancy,) the loss of two front teeth, which Mr. E. Forrest, in 
the furor of acting, displaced from their original stronghold 
in my mouth, by a thrust from his sword at the head of Don 
Christoval, occasioning some of the wags of the green-room an 
opportunity of making a bad pun, by declaring that Forrest 
wished to teach me the proper pronunciation of the name of 
the play, by forcing me to say to him, " Ok'they^re-loose-sir /" 
I confess, I could see little merit in this, but it served to 



liake« laugh ii tii« time* ftod parhftps divarted aa vigry 
tattog from an awkward acoident. 

0a tke 12th of October, Mias Fanny Kemblo appesur^d as 
Bianoa, in **V&7a»J' Strange as lib may appear, connected as 
I Bare iieen with tke Amerioaa stage for twen^ years, I 
bevermet ICr. Charles Kemble, or his danghter^ in t^e United 
JMatee, either as a«tor or manager. 

I Mver had ^ pleasm-e of se^g Miss Fanny Kemble on 
^a atage bot once, for a £»w minutes, in the aeccHLd acfc of 
Ihe '^Hannhbacdc,* when, ia antioipation of a treat of ao 
. ajdinnry natture, I was summoaed by the call-boy of the 
jbreh StiDeet ^katkise, to which I belonged, by the pkaaiag 
ifiteilige&os ^that an tmezpeGted change of performance re- 
i^niziad my presence ^ere immediately. I loft the theatre in 
* very ill^iaiaoiir, consequently am unable to offer an 
episdan upon the acting of the young lady. I thwefore take 
It for granted ^le was a prodigy. That she reTived the 
^oetrate fortunes of the drama in the United States, admits 
not of a doubt ; her popularity, and the name of Keinble, 
made the theatras once more a fashionable place of aiause- 
tteat. 

I had long known Mr. Charles Kemble as the best repre- 
aentative of high comedy belonging to the British atage. 
He was acting at the Glasgow Theatre, in 1814, when I mc^e 
my first appearance as an actor. I received from him, at that 
period, much good advice, which, like all advice offered upon 
the same subject, was disregarded. But no one who waa ever 
devoted to his profession, can hear the name of Kemble, 
without pointing to it with a feeling of pride, to prove that 
^he profession of ui actor is not incompatible with the 
bearing and manners of a gentleman. The society of " the 
Kembles" has been courted by all classes, and their fame is 
Interwoven with the history of the stage for upwards of half 
a century. 

As an actor, Mr. Kemble enjoys a popularity that may well 
be envied. If 1 were asked to designate the most finished 
pieoe of comedy acting I ever witnessed, I should say the 
Lovemore of Mr.' 0. Kemble, in "The Way to Keep Him." 
There was such an exquisite ease about' it, which divested the 
mind of the idea of acting, and presented the reality — you 
forgot Mr. C. Kemble, and saw only before you the heartless 
man of fashion he represented. Here he was without a rival, 
but like all— (managers, shall I say, or)— actors, vanity in- 
duced him to attempt Macbeth, Hamlet, and Elchard the 
Third, recalling the excellence of his brothw, (John Kemble,} 
in those parts ; producing a feeling of disappointmeai, that 
one so perfect in his own walk of the drama should render 
himself almost ridiculous, by attempting the hero of tragedy. 
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^X^* few e^f U^moQfEmmm fiT ^ord .^a^^lffi h^ 
U equ^ljy «t home? ^ m comedy, j l)ut Pfey/ona pk^ ^» ir^gfWf^ 
Jie^pnld ^evQf att^^pt jbQ £^rj ft94 wJbooeyer he doei^ 
f^uloxo is AU7« tp foUow. 

Wtum iiB .amved in tke United fitates, he perhaps did 
wisely to aot as a foil to his daiighter^a excell^ieej but; witli 
kis Benediet, Mercutio, and YoHng Hirabel ^esh in my re< 
.OoUeotloh, I experienced a fe6Unj» of re^gret that he ^hQula 
iiavo placed him&elf before tjie audience in such a situation sji 
to detract from tl;ie high portion he just jy holdgi as a finished 
iioniediao. Tto delight with wHoh bis perforJEaanpip pf ifeji. 
pnilo, on t^e 3d of I7oyeinber, was failed, and tlie chango ^ 
ppi^aao^ 4t imi^i^i^tejj produced Ia tih^ minds pf his audienoe, 
as to his ability as an actor, must have proved to him that the 
Philadelphians knew how to appreciate what was really excel- 
lent. It wm ike thfime of oa&ToiBatiim thcoughout the city : 
" JM- yoH sap ^vMe last night 1— you lost a treat i I never 
saw Mefcutio acted before !— -hope he will repeat it." This 
was entfanslBsm, compared with the faint praise reluptantly 
yiMded to his Sir IPh'omas Clifford, and t^e downright abuse 
bestowed upon his HamJiet. ' ' 

On the iSth oT October, we received th? intelligence of th^ 
dpaii of poor "Warren. Buily, Jpnes, and Forrest, always lors- 
mpfit in deeds of charity, at once o&red the theatre fov a bene- 
St |o the widow and family, wbich took place on the 27th, 
£ooth playing Oid Korval, to the Young Norval oi William 
Jfai^Qf who made his first appearance upon ^le stage on the 
ocoauon. The conduct of the managers of the Ohesnut Street 
Theatre was of a widely different character towards the widow 
of ^e one who had directed the theatre in their po^esjdon, in 
its brfehteat days. Haviuff in my possession a pamphlet, 
jubrlishfid at the time, I shall transcribe the whole as an act of 
duty, to the memory oif pne whom I called friend during life, 
a»d the recollection of one whose kindness can never be ef- 
faced. That the insolence of t^ose in power, reeeived no re- 
i>Qke fropi the audience, is ai^otber inroQf of the idphemeral 
existence of an actor's popularity. Scarcely cold— and already 
forgotten, — farewell to thee, Warren. 

TO THi: PUBLIC— STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

Having been advised by many of my Jate.Cather's £ciendt to withdraw my 
mother*8 name firom before the public, on the occasion of a benefit an- 
noupce^ by the managers of the Qhesnut Street Theatre, it becomes an 
impeTious duty to show that public, before whom my lamented father Has 
foir upwards of thirty years ah approved actor, the reasons yrhich forced jfi$ 
to adopt my present course. 
As soon as my father*s death became knowh in Philadelphia, the mana» 
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through Mr. Booth, in the kindest manner appropriated an evening for the 
benefit of my mother ; and in order to secoxe the aid of Mr. Booth, Satur. 
day the f 7th of October, was fixed upon. The result is well known. I 
arrived firom Baltimore on the Thursday previous, and on the following 
evening, Mr. Rowbotham of the Chesnut Street Theatre, informed me 
that the managers intended to give a benefit at their house. This was 
thankfully accepted on my part, as it was voluntarily ojSiered upon- theirs. 
The success of Mr. Kemble and his daughter, suggested the idea of an 
application to the former gentleman, for his aid upon the occasion. Mr. 
Maywood the acting manager, approved of it, and advised me to do so. 
My surprise was, therefore great, on the receipt of Mr. Kemble's answer, 
which follows, to find that the managers had thrown an insurmountable 
obstacle in the way of my wishes ; notwithstanding, it has since appeared 
that Mr. KemUe played two nights after the expiration of his engagement 
on Thursday, the first of November. 

Copy of a Lktixr apdksbbso to Mr. Kbhbxix. 

"October 29th, 183f. 

" Sir : — It is with reluctance that I trespass upon your attention, penoii< 
ally unknown to you as I am ; but my motive will, I trust, prove a better 
excuse than any other I could oflRer. 

" My father, the late William Warren, with whom I believe you were 
once acquainted, after a series of misfortunes resulting in a total ruin, be- 
came through the failure of his health, incapable of assisting his family by 
his professional exertions. His distresses accelerated the work of time, 
and after a long and painftd Illness, he expired a few days since at Balti- 
more, leaving his family dependant upon the resources of those members 
of it, who in consequence of their youth and peculiar situation during the 
sickness of their father, are now in some degree unfitted for the task of 
suitably providing for them. 

"The managers of the Arch Street Theatre, with the greatest kind- 
ness, devoted an evening— Saturday last— to their t benefit ; and the 
managers of the Chesnut Street Theatre have made a similiar ofifer ; but 
unless backed by some strong attraction, I fear that it will not be essen- 
tially serviceable, and therefore, I have ventured to ask, if it be not In- 
compatible with your engagements, that you, sir, will lend your powerful 
aid (m the occasion. 

" You will materially oblige me by leaving a line containing your 
decision, at the box office of the Chesnut Street Theatre. 
"I am. Sir, 

" Youi*s most respectftilly, 

(Signed) " Williak Wakoek." 

Copy or Mr. Kbxblb's Answer. 

Mansion House, Oct. JOth, 182#, 
"Sm :— I am favoured with your letter, and regret that ctrcumstanca 
should have made such an application necessary. On speaking with the 
manager of the Chesnut Street Theatre upon the suljject, he informs nte 
that it it his intention to appropriate a night for the benefit of your 
family; but that it cannot t«ke plaoethis week on Account of preylotts 
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anrangementg. Hy engagement in New-York^ will take me from Phila 
delphia' in a few day9« so that it will not be in my power to comply with 
your request. Hoping that the public will be more mindful of the plea< 
Buxc which they haye derived tram the talents of your late Hither, than 
your letter seems to anticipate, and fill the house to ovezflowingj on the 
xiight deroted to bit fjEunily, 

5' I am Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) ''C. Kbmbus." 

Copy of Mb. Wabiubn*s LBTT<n to MAywooD & Co. 

" Thursday Nov. 1st, 1832. 
" GjorriiBMiN :— As previous arrangements have prevented your devot- 
ing a night for my mother's benefit this week, I wish to know definitively, 
what night next week will be convenient to you, and the terms on which 
it is your intention I should take the house. The earliest night that 
your arrangements will permit you to dispose of, will be the most agree- 
able to me. Your answer early enough to afford an opportunity of ad- 
▼eitiling the result in the papers of to-morrow afternoon, will oblige, 
" Your's respectfully, 

(Signed) *' WxLUAM Wakun.** 

This letter remains unanswered. 

On Saturday, about noon, I waited upon Mr. Rowbotham, who verb- 
ally informed me the benefit would take place on Tuesday or Thursday, 
but which, he could not say. I then enquired the terms, to which, he 
gave me no satisfactory answer ; but merely replied, "This is for sfour 
benefit, not ours, and you shan't lose anytiUng by it." I saw Mr. R. 
again at the theatre in the evening, and he there told me that Tuesday 
was the night determined on. I asked what pieces, and he enquired 
whether I intended to play myself. I told him no ; and he then said 
something about '* The Good Natured Man." I told him I could not 
advise about the pieces, but to play any five act comedy which embraced 
the strength of the company. This was the last interview I had upon the 
sul^eet. Although I wished my card to have appeared in the newspapers, 
of the city on Friday afternoon, their delay rendered it impossible to in- 
sert one before Monday, which would have been useless altogether. Thus 
I was completely ignorant of the entertainment selected, until the play- 
biU appeared :— .*« Simpson dc Co !'*-.«, A Homipipe ! !"— " The Peasant 
Boyl 11" As the terms of the night were still unlmown, it became ob- 
vious to all my friends, that the.benefit was intended merely to produce 
the nightly charges to the managers, through the use of my mother's 



A gentleman was deputed to wait upon Mr. Maywood, under these cir- 
cumstances, and urge a a postponement, to which Mr. Maywood replied, 
such arrangement was impracticable ; and Mr. Pratt added as an objection 
that there would not be twenty dollars in the house. 

Following the advice of myfiiends, I declined the benefit altogether. 
Mr. Maywood's opinion being—*' That the pieces were as good as any 
thing that could be done." Mr. Rowbotham's— " That I was badly ad- 
vised." Mr. Pratfs— <' That I had no daim; but it was a matter of 
diarity altogether." 

(Signed) "WjluamWambb." 
Norember 7th. 



*th/^a.ite ; ii was Uieir owii offet; and <tec^icrf— nOtctof^h^rf— fty me. 



OdimiMAt M lifltte«e^t}r ^ but it is BTir|>Adiig tliKt a iteUlig 
^ ptfblK) liialgtiatidn ftt «iidbt #anttm insult did fldt brc^li^iii 
the managers. They Trisely attenipted na el^ianaticrn. 

I cQpj the M!(j\»^hlg c6flli)litti6'iit' from the National Ga- 



" TQ ItfR. WARREN. 

'' f^un iiiaiiy sb itetor liaVi 1 ^ebhi 
^fho rfibteci til) his face wat blaclc. 
diit iidne, ibel/hinlea, e*kT ttdd th6 s^etie^ 
1 Ukfed Bg well as thee— did iiiclt. 

I6t thdi^^s ddopfet ^alM ttie! si%; 
Or Ednltliia fcean again botnetiack. 
To fret» aild stnit, and ftime and rage ; 
"JThoiiHrt Worth a thousand such— Old Jack* 

Thy jokes are neWitho' often told, 
Thy merry wit is never slack^ 
Tby sterling worth, like wine that's old. 
Is better every year— .Old Jack. 

Then let me see thee once again 
At Gadshill— swiftly fl j the track, 
Ai^d. tell hQw many thou hast slain, 
To keep thy credit up— iOld Jack, 

I wish to view thy waggish air, 
Tb see thee drink thy fav'rite sAttk : 
And, miig in hand, devoutly sweat 
Thon had*st not drtink tQ-da.fi 4[Mk« 

1 wish to see ih6e sla^^ the dead> 

And gravely take him on thy back. 

And sweair that human valout'a fled, 

Oi^ only Urea ia thee^OId Jack." P. 9. T, 

A yoniig musician, named Allen, produced qttlt^ a Bensation 
at the Atch Street Theatre ,• playing on the violiii a U Paga- 
nihl, on one string. As a boy, he was quite cieVer, much, 
applauded, but did nqt draw money j youthful prodi^es rarely 
succeecL lie wjis, however, desorying oi success* 

The Eembks having mt^de quite a sensation in the fasnioxiar 
hie. circles of flooietj^, were not Jong absent fwm the eiJiy. 
They returned again on the 5th of December, after ^ abflfinee 
of tittle ttidve thatt folic tN^. Charles Eean was engaged at 
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tbaAlob SlN6t Theaize as a cowiet ftitraetioDi aad fuiiiWflMd 
the purpose of the managezs^ if niit his owd. 

It was during the montk of Jaanarr I reoeived a letter from 
my fHend, George a. Oooke, of PittsDiirgl^ requesting me to 
fomifili him a plan for the Imilding of a theatre, nropoBed to 
be erected in that city of smoke and industry : toe mana^ 
ment of which he wished me, when finished, to nndertake* i^ 
I had nothing better in Tiew« I was too glad to accept the 
proposition, and applied to Mr. Haviland, the architect, for 
assistance. From the plans fidnishtid bj him was erected 
what may justly be termed the model theatre of the United 
Btfttes— eletfanoe and comfort being combined^ both for the 
auditor a&d aetor* Of this I shafi hare to speak more at 
lanra. 

The conzse of troe Ioto nerer did run smooth ; and no actor 
erer attained the highest honours granted to his profession^ 
that en^ and malice did not attempt to wither ** the bays" 
that encircle his brow. 

After a career of success, which might truly be termed the 
Kemble mania, the diTine Fanny was accused of haTing spoken 
disrespectfully of the Americans in their own capital, the city 
of Washington. Among other charges, the serious one of 
haying said, the Americans did not know how to sit a horse 
correctly, and to maintain that the left, and not the right, 
should be the path the law ought to. direct as the rule of the 
road. For tus terrible crime of entertaining an opinion of 
her own, and daring to express it, she was to be doomed and 
called upon to giro an account at the bar of public opinion 
assembled within the walls of the Walnut Street Theatre, 
where placards were distributed with the intention of proyingi 
in this land of freedom, that a lady's tongue, from time imme- 
morial her weapon of ofifenoe as well as defence, must be 
bridled, and not ro permitted to wag in ridicule of any thing 
American* 



CHAPTER XXV. 

J. P. WilkinioB. Journey to the West. BeautiM Scenery. Fine Situa- 
tion of Pittsburgh. Dramatic FestivaL Opening of the Pittsburgh 
Theatre. Tyrone Power. 

JoHBS, Duffy, and Forrest, at the dose of the season, were pre- 
sented 4>y the actors, and others, with a silyer cup, yalued at 
ene hundred dollars, for the honourable manner in whioh 
they bad discharged all their obligationff. since they iindertook 
the management of the Arch Street Theatre. The cup was 
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presented by Morton M'Miohael, Esq., in one of his happiest 
speeoheB, and received by Mr. Jones, the senior partner, with 
a snitable reply— nearly one hundred gentlemen being as« 
sembled on the stage, where an elegant colff collation was pre- 
pared ; and the song and anecdote enlivened the company, 
who dispersed about two o'dock, a. m., highly pleased with 
the events of the evening. 
On the 26th of March, my old friend, 

J. P. WILKINSON, 

made his first appearance in Philadelphia at the Walnut 
Street Theatre, as Ephraim, in the ** School for Prejudice/* 
and Geoffrey Muffincap, in '' Amateurs and Actors." Occupy- 
ing, as he did, in London, with Arnold of the English opera 
house, a high station among his contemporaries, for many 
seasons, and being known as the original representative of 
Dr. Logic, of imiversal renown, it would have been reasonable 
to suppose a fidl house would have assembled on the occasion. 
On the contrary, the meagre appearance of the audience was 
sufficient to damp the energy of any actor. That Wilkinson 
should have been so coldly received, and wholly neglected, 
was a slur on the dramatic taste of the city. The character 
of the Parish Oharity Boy, so well understood in the British 
metropolis, and so totally unknown in the United States, the 
representation of which made Wilkinson the magnet of attrac- 
tion for a whole season, in a London theatre, produced not 
the slightest approbation. The feeling of the audience was 
one of disappomtment, which must have been mutual. If 
they thought the actor dull and prosing, he must have thought 
them cold and unffenerous« The dogged stupidity of the 
Charity Boy, kicked and cuffed by every body in a London 
lodginff-house, was not appreciated by an audience ever ready 
to laugh at the air and smartness of a Lissardo. 

Wilkinson bore his disappointment like a philosopher, 
giving proof of his judgment and good sense, by fulfilling all 
his engagements, giving utterance to no complaints, and re- 
turning to his native country— to forget the folly which in- 
duced him to travel, as Murtoch Delany says, " to see foreign 
parts" — to enjoy his reputation at home, in the bosom of a 
happy family circle, of which he is not only the head, but the 
pride — an honourable and an honest man. 

On the 5th of July, 1833, 1 started for Pittsburgh, accom- 
panied by my wife, my two youngest children, and their 
nurse, wisely resolving not to abandon housekeeping in the 
city of Philadelphia, or to remove my family, until I saw whe- 
ther the prospects of success, so brightly painted, would be 
realized. 
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A joTuney to the West, in 1833 was not what it is now— 
raUroads were not so numerous. The whole 300 miles was 
performed in Bta|;e8, without a single stoppage throughout 
the route, which was adyertised to be perform^ in four dajs 
and a h a -lfr 

We started rather in melancholy mood— shaking hands 
with one, nodding adieu to another, and. kissing the tears 
from the cheeks of the children about to be separated for 
the first time from their parents— these thoughts occupied 
our minds for the first few miles. We had but two pas- 
sengers, besides our own party, who left us at Lancaster, 
BO that we were undisputed masters of the yehide until 
we arrived at Carlisle, renderinff the first night's jour- 
ney very comfortable. At Ghambersburgh, where the two 
routes from Philadelphia and Baltimore joined, we re- 
ceived an addition to our numbers, by no means pleasant, 
six grown persons and three^ children, increasing the party. 
Thus, with every seat occupied, containing nine passengers, 
and the addenda of five children, the remainder of the journey 
was to be performed. Thus crowded, wo commenced the 
ascent of the mountains. Fortunately the weather was fiiir, 
and never shall I forget the grandeur and beauty of the scene 
which met my eye, as I reached the summit of the Cove 
Mountain. The amphitheatre of forest, with all its rich and 
varied foliage, the farms in the valley beneath, the village at 
the foot of uie mountain, made us all forget every annoyance 
in exclamations of wonder and surprise—our felloW'travellers, 
like ourselves, crossing the mountains for the first time. The 
rapid descent, continuing for three miles, without interrup* 
tion, alarmed the ladies, but delighted the children, and as 
darkness began to shadow the earth, at the close of the second 
day, the rain fell in torrents, continuing with slight intermis- 
sion to the close of our journey, banishing the prospect of 
further comfort, and affording no opportunity of enjoying the 
mountain scenery as we progressed. 

When we arrived at Bedford, we were detained two hours, a 
most seasonable relief to the ladies. We should have supped 
here, but being heavily laden, and four hours behind our time, 
every body had retired to rest, but those whose duty it was to 
attend to the stage, on its arrival. A glass of milk-punch, 
and a cracker was all that could be obtained in the way of 
refreshment ; thankful for that, I was too old a traveller to 
render a disagreeable situation more irksome by the exhibition 
of bad temper, where I knew there was no remedy but en- 
durance. Mrs. Wemvss, too, although much fatigued, laughed 
at every thing with that happ^r disposition which enabled her 
to convert present annoyance into food for amusement to the 
L 5 
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whdle parfcT, and stiflfocated aa we all were, she dedawd iliafc 
never in her life did she behold so beautiful a scene as the 
setting sun, in passing through Mount Pleasant, 

On the morning of the filth day, we entered the city of 
Pittsburgh, about seven o'clock, the rain descending rapidly, 
and giving to the Birmingham of America a desolate and 
dreary appearance, speaking any thing but welcomf. 

We drove to the Exchange Hotel, where the hospitality 
which we received at the hands of Mr. M'Guire, soon restored 
us to good humour. My friend, Mr. George Cook, was at the 
hotel before we had fiuished breakfast, and by 10 o'clock on the 
morning of the 10 th of July, 1 found myself within the walla 
of the theatre destined to be the field of my future operation*. 

Here carpenters, painters and gilders were busily employed 
upon what appeared to be a shell, which would scarcely be 
ready by the first of September. The activity and business 
habits of the contractors, Messrs. Boseburgh, Scott, Reynolds 
and M'Oullough accomplished the task in the given time, to 
the surprise as well as gratification of the citizens of Pitts- 
burgh. 

Pittsburgh, at this period, was at the height of prosperity, 
resembling a beehive, where no drone is suffered to exist. 
The roaring of the furnaces, the clank of the hammer, were 
unceasingly heard, day and night, while the activity on the 
banks of the river, and of the canal, the constant train of 
drays laden with merchandise for the West, moving slowly 
along the streets, furnished a novel and pleasing sight — ^while 
the ringing of steamboat bells, and the roaring of the high 
pressure steam engines in the boats, as they arrived and 
departed, gave the best assurance of the prosperity of the city, 
and the business enterprise of its inhabitants. 

No city in the United State is more romantically situated, 
or can boast of finer scenery in its immediate neighbourhood. 
Situated on the banks of the two rivers, the Monnogahela and 
Alleghany, whose junction at this point form the Ohio River, 
the City of the Three Bivers, clouded as it is in endless smoke 
from its factories, possesses advantages riot often met with in a 
manufacturing town. A walk of a quarter of an hour in any 
direction places you above the smoke, so much complained of 
by strangers, and presents to the view landscapes in which the 
eye of an artist revels with delight, and shady retreats upon 
its hills, where, free from observation, they can wander, and 
ponder upon the endless source of wealth which the coal 
mines beneath their feet pour daily into this city of industry. 
And here it was I expected to take up my fature residence. 

Whoever is acquainted with the duties of a manager of a 
theatre, will know that during the last few weeks of building 
there is no time for the director to be idle. Six weeks had 



hbi^ «if mf «*tt^jr, I wflB mudBwwaatB tiMfc Oike time «#- 
t)fblic&t9d for tltid di^ciiiiiif of ^ i^MiM rabidly ttpprottchfli. 
<;)n Wednesday, the 21 st of August, 1 received an invitatiim 
ffoinilie directors of the thedtre coihpanjr, iib lii^et iSh^A at 
the Shakspeaire ^ouse, to commeinoi^ate tj^e dompltstidn tof 
'£ikeir labours. I canhot give a betkr QescriptiOii of the 
evening, than I find in ^he Statesman 61 the 28fch of Axigtih, 
headed ;— 

Nsw THjumH-B««V4<rJc FB^vALt-^-Oa Wednesday eve&iaff* jU>e di- 
.«te^8 'affhe Pittsburgh Tb^atrefave an excellent supper to HnWemyss, 
and the contractors, to celebrate the completion of one of tiie handsomest 
bnildlngawitich th«cityef Pittsb^irnh ever boasted. At nine o'clociSc, 
about sixty gentlemen sat down to supper, at the Shakspeare tious^ 
iptoTided hi Mtr. Wilson's be#t style. Harmony and good h^m6ur pef- 
'iraded tbrmighout s no one ic£t the tabie but with a feeling of regret Ihat 
the hours had i^aased. so rapidly, on an occasion devoted ' to the feast of 
xttBon* and the flow $)f soul.' The con^pany retired at a late .(early) hour, 
mutually pleased with each other's company. The fo^owing regular 
toasts were given from &e chair, on the occasion : — 

THk BiC&lCA^Its %ency in exerting a salutary influence is to be esti- 
mated not by the standard of possibilities, but by that which Is incorpor- 
ated vith its design. 

WicuAH SaAKSPCARi&^The child of nature— he represents her as shelf, 
without often marring the chasteness of her colouring, or the simplicity of 
her Imaj^ety. 

This contractobs of th« Nbw Theatre— The skill and promptitude 
wfakli completed it, are in good keeping with the taste which fUrhished the 
modda 

The Western Drama — ^May it reflect the warmth of genuine feeling, 
xmited with radiatioes of classic taste, upon the emporium of arts and the 
irdrkshops of industry. 

Mb. Wemyss, the present Manager of thb iPiTTssDROH Theatre — 
Vfith pUeasure wo greet his presence, and trust that his u^banf ty and anxiety 
to please, will meet the reward due to his individual and professional 
merit. 

After the applause with which this toast was received had suh'sfded, 
Hfr* WlBiuyss rose, and in a neat speech, of which we can only give lihe 
suhstance^xc^nijBd th^ks as follows:— 

GBirrLEKEN. — In rising to acknowledge the favour you have just con« 
ferred upon me, perhaps the best method of returning my thanks, would 
jbe to assure those gentlemen, many of whom I see around me, (to whose 
undaunted perseverance in the good cause we owe the erection of a theatrfe, 
which I may boldly afiirro, in point of elegance of structure, decoratioA, 
convenience, and comfort, both to auditor and actor, is not surpassed by 
any in the United States ;) that so long as it remains under my direction, 
no exhibition shall ever ttike place within its walls, calculated to cause a 
feeling of regret to any individual who may have conttlbuted a single dol- 
lar towards its erection. 

Gentlemen, te fa): as one tnatt*6 ettbitscanlie dlreoted to render your 
amusement a HCnxne of gratiflcatian, tniiid wSl be dfeV«W to that end. 
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Overtures will be made to every actor of superior talent, who may be at 
present, or shall hereafter arrive, in the United States ; and I doubt not 
that many, if not all, will be induced to visit your busy and prosperous 

city. 

For the kind manner in which you have been pleased to receive the 
toast of our worthy President, relating to my humble self, I can hardly 
thnnV you as I ought. I wiU uot longer trespass on your time, but will, 
with your permission, propose the health of •the * President and Direc- 
tors of the Pitteburgh Theatre.' "With all the honours, drank with three 
times three, and one cheer more. 

The following volnnter toasts were given on the occasion. 

Eddcatiok— The only moral steam that will work withdut friction ; the 
engine of the world. 

Thk LADiBs or PrrrsBDitGH—Where they take the lead, who will fear to 
foUow. 

Mr. J. R. Smith, the Scenic Artist of the Pittsburgh Theatre—In this 
in^iinfffl he has demonstrated by the touches of his skill, that the warmth 
and aspirations of the youthful imagination can be transferred to canvas. 
In the language of Shylock to Portia, « How much older art thou than 
thy looks?" 

The New Thbat&b— The elegance of the structure and the rapidity of 
its completion, proves that Pittsburgh, in point of taste, skill, and oxter- 
prise, is not surpassed by any city in the Union. 

Thb Ma rch of Refinement and Liberality — ^We hail those lovely har- 
bingers of a "New Era," even amid clouds of smoke and the fUImina- 
tlons of intolerance. 

The Press— As connected with the drama, the devil is said to be in 
both, but is harmless so long as he is bound by hoard*. 

Thb occasion of our Meeting— May we all continue to be stockholders 
in fellowship and good feeling, and ever ready to pay our instalments on 
each share of the good things around us. 

Thb bncouraobment of thb Drama— The strongest evidence of a re- 
fined civilization in every age coincident with the progress of literature 
and the arts. 

Thb authority of criticism— When prompted by spleen, though it 
may slightly wound, the missile generally rebounds upon the hyper-^iitic ; 
but when guided by science, taste and impartiality, it exerts a salutary 
force in meliorating literary society. 

PnTSBUROH— iHer moral force, without classic taste united with prac- 
tical exhibitions of it, would be deficient in an important fellow-lever. 

The theatre being finished, was opened on Monday, the 2nd of Sep- 
tember, with an address, written by N. R. Smith, Esqr., of Pittsburgh 
and spoken by myself. 

ADDBE6S. 

When Genius, hovering in his native sky. 
O'er climes untutored cast a watchful eye, 
As yet, while thought was cradled by the Nine 
AAd £MUi9d ]t>y aepbyci £roin Olympus' slurincy 
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He sank at length from his empyreal height. 
And shed o'er Greece the rays of classic light. 
The Muses triumphed and the Graces smiled. 
As brightened forth the dawnings of their child ; 
The plastic power of Genius entertwined 
Strength, fervour, beauty, in the infant mind ; 
And reason, memory, judgment, formed the skill 
To curb the passions, and control the wilL 
Still as the urchin Thought grew up, he knew 
No art to bring men's foibles into view. 
Nor yet their virtues, that this moral plan 
Might meliorate, exalt imm(ntal man. 
To give perfection to the skill their muse, 
Thalia and Malpomene infUse^ 
Greece rose in splendour as the lambent flame 
Which Genius kindled, blazoned forth her fame; 
Arts, science, arms, possessed the aspiring soul. 
And the bright Drama crowned the boundless whole. 
The Nine survived the ravages of time. 
And waved their trophies in another clime. 
Rome caught the Grecian spirit, and her pride 
Conceived new honours, spread her laurels wide. 
And triumphed long the mistress of the sphere. 
Till ruthless ruin checked her high career. 
The torch of Genius, though its flame had waned, 
Was not extinguished, for the spark remained ; 
And fanned by breezes from the Muses' bower. 
Relumed at length with renovated power. 
To Gothic night succeeded all the fame. 
And more, that gave to Greece and Rome a classic name ; 
The crest of Europe rose as Science spread. 
And o'er the world its light and lustre shed; 
Shakspeare appeared the Drama's claim to try. 
Gave it new worth, and flxed its destiny. 
At length, when Freedom planted here the Tree, 
And called our soil the Home of Liberty, 
Beneath its shade she fixed the Drama's seat. 
Where all the kindred ties of Nature meet. 
Hail to Columbia, tree and unoppressed. 
And hail the rising glory of the West ! 
Queen of the West, we trace thy rapid rise 
From forest gloom beneath inclement skies. 
Prophetic vision did not ken this age- 
He— an enthusiast— madman—-to presage. 
That thirty years would throng a bleak, wide waste 
With wealth and pride, with fashion, beauty, taste. 
Taste and refinement here have joined to rear— 
Adorn a Dome, that pleads ycur guardian care. 
Taste shall unfold what taste alone imparts. 
Enlightened intellects and generous hearts ; 
And here the Drama shall display confessed, 

Th« NiaeistUl vigorgus, the Muses West. 
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The pUy wa« lio «B«^ Bbdy/* tod j^ ailerpi«6d, "Of Age 
To-morrow/' Vlie ooinpaiLy eoli^stocl <(f ICe. AddamB, Mr. 
John Seftoni Af, Charles Q^eeh, Mr. Henrjr Eberlo, Mr. 
George Smith, Mr. William Smith, Mr. D. Rioo, Mr. Hub- 
bard, Mr. Banniater, Mr. Spcncej-, Mr. Wallace, Mh M'Doagal, 
Mr. W. Sefton, Mr. Gifford, Mr. Paraloe, Mr. Hathwell, 
Mr. Warren, and Mr. Wemysa ; Mrs. f. Sefton. Mrs. Green, 
Mrs. Smith, MiB. Turner, Miss Julia Tamer, Miss Turner, 
Mrs. H. Eberle, Mrs. M't)oagal, Mrs. Hubburd, and Miss 
Hathwell. There !i#«re alid eAgi^ed; who never made their 
appearance in falfiltt<$tti M %heir oontpset, MilK M^Bride, Mr. 
and Mrs. Stickn^, MK Mimki^'n, Mh Mllor, ilhd Mr. Cuddy. 

1 had made my arran^eitieiitd iipdh a scale iiiti^h too large 
for the pppiilaticjn. . Half the humb^t of ttct8?8 Would have 
been suifidieht. it is therefore, not surprising, that the first 
season waa by no means productive; and my Pittsburgh friends, 
(who are numerous,) will excuse me for the declaratfon, that 
their j ndgment in theatrical, matters wpfs most pngular. The 
company would bear eompaFifion with the best in either of the 
Atlantic cities ; yet they selected the worst actors, (with the 
exception of Mr. A. Addams.) as theii* eis^eeial fisivourites, and 
even hissed poor SfJehbei*, (who afterwards ^ifehfed with Pan- 
ning, like a hero, in Texas^ ffoin the stage, bebause he dressed 
like a gentleman, and wotild persist in wearlbg Vhite kid gloves 
in the street. Another amiable trait in their character, waa 
a practice they had of hissing tne manager on the last night of 
the seasfKi, merely in wanton sport, always palvii^g his feelings 
with a good house. Booth they pronouut^ed a bad actor ; E. 
Forrest they did not support dunng hts irst visit ; and yet 
several years afterwsUrd^ thej^ crowded the thsfUrb nightly to 
witness the performance of both theise gentlemiftti ; although 
the former di^raced himself feSustlaljbvappeslHti^ln " Hamlet*' 

'his tl 



in a state of intoxicsLtioh. Yet ihis theatrb, Whisn I became 
acquainted With the taste 6f the cfHz^nB, and experience 
taught me how to manage it» proved the best and most pro- 
fitable, ever under my control. 

Thtf receipts of the first night amounteii to 892 dollars 62 
cents, which fell to 101 dollars, on the second. Forrest's first 
night was 394 dollars 25 bents ; yet he was the first actor of 
repute, who played under one hundred dollars, (" King Lear," 
the character,) while Mr. Booth's first night wa4 848 dollars ; yet 
he played Reuben Glenroy to lia dollars, ahd Pescara to 106 
dollars. Mr. Power's first night was 858 dollars, his second, 
1 1 9 dollars 26 cents. In fact, the worthy citizens of Pittsburgh 
seemed to think their duty performed towards the manager, 
if they received a star of the brightest nature with one good 
house, and made him a great benefit, on tho mtem— one for 
you, the other for him* 
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The following letter of Booth's deserves a place from its 
Bingularitj. It oearl the Bali^ore post mark of the 3rd of 
December. 

(OOPI.) 

" TuBSDAT Night, 

'' Stage Office, once more; 
"I am, as the French say, en route » and hope to reach Pittsburgh in time 
to begin on Monday night— bar sickness, my lord judge, and other delays. 
Messrs. Managers of the West, you are partly the cause of . Had 

you not announced Mr. Booth as being engaged in Pittsburgh and Cin- 
cinnati, Hamblin never would have cotched me here as he did. It is best, 
in my humble opinion, not to announce until the beast arrives. 

** Your's as in duty bound, 

(Sigtied) "J. B." 
" Good !— commence with I am— conclude with J. B.— he <!onjug3te«^ 
the villain 1 

" To F. Wjbmyss, Esq. 

" Theatre, Pittsburg, Pa." 

Daring the time the theatre was building, the Rtcckholders 
were anxious that nothing should be left undone to render it 
as perfect as possible. And entering into this feeling, I re- 
solved the arrangements of the interior should be made 
worthy of imitation by larger establishments. Every dressing 
room was carpeted and furnished. The green room furnished 
in the style of a modern drawing room, with piano, ottomans, 
chairs, looking-glasses, &c. The whole costing upwards of a 
thousand dollars. 

During the iirst season, from the 2nd of September, until 
the 8th of January, upwards of four months, the receipts 
amounted to seventeen thousand six hundred and twenty- 
seven dollars and thirty-seven cents ; to which is to be added, 
one thousand dollars for season tickets ; making in all, 19,327 
dollars. Out of which the stars received 3291 dollars, and the 
actors from their benefits, 846 dollars. 

Notwithstanding one or two unpleasant occurrences, I was 
enabled at the close of the season, to state, that during one 
hundred and eleven nights, not a single change had taken 
place in the piec^ announced to be performed^ which for 
variety, could challenge competition. 

On the 10th of January, 1834, I took the company down 
the river for six weeks, to Wheeling, where we acted to an 
average of seventy-five dollars a night, in a large room, mis- 
called a theatre. Russel Smith painted some very pretty 
scenery, aiid I escaped with a loss of three hundred dollars, 
which enabled me to keep the company together, until my 
return to Pittsburgh on the 23rd (rf February, for the pur- 
pose of presenting to the citizens the inimitable 
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TYRONE POWER. 



Who that ever saw his laughing face, but must regret his 
lamentable end, as one of the " ill starred" passengers of the 
lost steamship President— the ocean for a grave. When I 
first saw Power act, he was considered a light comedian of 
mediocre talent, possessing so much quicksilver, that it was 
impossible to keep nim quiet in any one spot of the stage for two 
consecutive seconds. This failing he never entirely divested 
himself of; it was conspicuous in the ** Irish Ambassador," in 
Ratler, in " How to Pay the Rent ;" or in Pat Roone^,— an- 
noying to every actor who had to support a character in the 
piece ; but not unpleasing to the audience. 

Chance installed him as the Irish comedian when poor 
Connor died so suddenly. His success at first, was by no 
means extraordinary; it was tolerated as a good natured 
effort of an actor, to aid the management in a dilemma. He 
rose in public favour slowly, and it was not until his return 
from the first visit to the IJnited States in 1833, that he be- 
came an actor of consideration in London, where, prior to his 
death, fame and fortune were struggling who should crown 
him fastest. He was a noble, generous-hearted fellow, always 
willing to do a charitable action without making a parade of 
it, to form theatrical capital upon. 

His career in America was brilliant beyond comparison, 
seldom playing to a bad house; frequently crowding the 
theatre to excess. An universal favourite with actors, mana- 
gers, and the public ; good humoured Paddy Power, his cog- 
nomen behind the scenes as well as before the curtain. His 
last appearance but one, in Pittsburgh, was marked by one of 
those (Usgraceful scenes which render theatres, and all con* 
nected with them, a bye- word for the finger of scorn. In the 
play of the ** Irish Ambassador," Mr. Qreen and Mr. Hubbard 
were both so intoxicated, as to render it necessary to remove 
the first named from the theatre ; and the latter actually fell 
upon the stage during his performance. Mr. John Sefton 
read the part of one delinquent, while I had to officiate in a 
similar manner for the other. 

Power bore the mortification with remarkable good nature; 
having been in a great measure to blame, for dismissing the 
rehearsal at 12 o'clock with one of those complimentary 
speeches yclept ** blarney," which he knew so well how to use 
on all proper occasions. Whether he felt what he so neatly 
expressed, or wished himself to take the ride for amusement 
he recommended to the actors, is a matter of no importance. 
In following his advice, Mr. W. Sefton, Mr. A. Addams, C. 

Qicwjx, mi WxMmi r^turn^d to th^ pity, w Bob bogig ^Quld 
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say, in prime order— the consequence of which has been 
narrated. 

The theatre was filled with ladies, which I. need scarcely 
add, did not occnr again daring the season. It was a death- 
blow to our reputation, and resented as every similar exhibi- 
tion should be, by every respectable citi2;en absenting himself 
from the theatre ; although, as the manager, I was the inno- 
cent sufferer. I bowed with respect to the decision which I 
felt to he just, and recommended the course adopted by the 
Pittsburgh audience, as worthy of imitation ; it is the only 
one to prevent a repetition of insult. It should have been 
carried one step further, by a marked determination never to 
permit the offenders again to appear upon the stage of the 
Pittsburgh Theatre. 

I had used every endeavour to induce Power to visit Pitts- 
burgh, had teased him into compliance, and was sorry to part 
with him on such terms, just as the audience were beginning 
to appreciate his merit. He agreed to play one nieht more, 
to prove to the public that he acquitted me of allblame, and 
rather accused nimself as the author of the evil which thus 
brought his engagement to a premature close. He alludes to it 
jocosely in his BecoUections of America. Poor fellow, his 
fame is cherished in the old as weU as the new world, and 
many a heartfelt sigh has been breathed to the memory of— 
Poor Power. 

He commenced his engagement on the dlst of March, with 
Sir Patrick OTlenipo, in the ''Irish Ambassador," and 
finished with Paddy O'Bafferty, in *'Bom to Good Luck." 
He was delighted with the theatre, and makes honourable 
mention of it in his account of Pittsburgh. 

I subjoin his letter, upon the subject of his engagement :<— 

(OOPY.) 
*' Mr Dkar Mb. Wbmyss:— 

" I p«rceiye that you purpose re-opening the Pittsburgh Theatre, in 
February. Now, I shall be here in April, and if, about the end of that 
month, or in May, you think a visit trom. me to my countrymen there 
will answer our mutual end, I shall be most happy to meet you on the banks 
of the Ohio. I congratulate you on the terms you appear to part with your 
constituents — and in the way of news Arom England, have only to tell 
you Bunn & Co. are gone to the devil. Never was failure in quackery 
more absolute than this attempt to ** gag" the profession, by joining the 
two theatres in one. Allow me to beg an early reply. I act here until 
the 7th of February, and on the 17th open in Boston. With best wishes, 
believe me, «' Truly Yours, 

<SigU€d,) " Tyjiowb Powbb,," 
" Mansion House, Philadelphia, 

January 99, 1W4." ' 
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CHAPTER XXYL 

TtsmortH to l*itesbargli. Visit ftom the Authot'i Brother. Lake Erie* 
The Falls of Niagara. Bad Roads. The Ohio River. Canoitinay. 
Commencement of the Fall Season at Pittsburgh. Strange Changes. 
Lease of the Walnut Street Theatre. Burton« as itn Actor arid Author* 
Mr. and Mn. Wood. Miss Philips* James Sheridan Knewles. 

FiHBiHO tlie tbeafrTO witli oaifefiil niatiageme^t oould^fford a 
Gomfortable liyeliheodi I lo6t no time in flepdiBg formyfamiiT 
from Philadelphia. I hired a house in Liheirty Streeti pa 
made up my mind to a long residence in the. city of Pitts- 
biu*^. Hoir littlif do we know of ova fature destiny, which, 
in despite of our daily labdur> urges tis on to the fulfilment 
allotted by fate to eyery member df the human family. 

We soon had the pleasure of bctholdiug our children seated 
once more at the tabloi from Irhldh t\kej had been dailj 
mi^d, ahd again uiider the eye of their erer anxious and 
affectionate md;her. 

During the stimmer, I had the addition of a fine little Pitts- 
burgh boy to my ftmily, and a Yisit from my brother, Captain 
Wemyss, of the British army^ 'v^hoiti I had not seen for 
twenty years. We parted as boys, and met— he, a Teteraa 

officer^ and I but ho matter. If my position in society 

tras altered, ihy podket had beeil replenished by my long 
course of buffoonery. 

In his company, I trarelled through the State of Ohio, 
finally taking a steamboat on Lake Brie^ in Whiqh we descended 
to Buffalo, and so crossing into Cans da at BlaOk Bock, pro- 
ceeded to the wonder of the world, the Falls of Kiagara, 
which every Englishman, traTe^ing for pleasure, takes the 
earliest opportunity of visiting. If I attempt nb dflsoriptiDn 
e{ theuii It is b^daute they cannot be depdribedi I w&s fool 
^hOu^h to tbiitUre Under th^ itiigh^ i&iii6^bi, Which feat of 
daring is dkiljr bfttbtisSd ; ahd onl| titm Who H&Ve StdOd dptfll 
Ihe rocks, aid seen thfe mighty flood, ^hich in iH ifaStaiit 
might overwhelm themi Can form my idisa of tji6 Vaiitrtis feel- 
ings whicli in so shprt a snace of time crowd mto the Hutn&n 
mind. How insigni^ca^it ooes map appear w;nen thus braving 
his Creator— placing ms life in jeopariy— foj wtat ] tp say, 
'*Ihave leen itnder the Falle of Niagara** What remantiie 
folly 1 

From Fort Cteorge, tw itthossed Lake Ontaria to Toronto, 
where Captain Wemyss met some eT bis ^d Mlilitity ettdpa- 
nions, in whose society we spent a d(fl!ghtfHl BWilkig. The 
following morning we retraced our steps, returning towards 
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PUiibar|1i throvgli the country of the Seneoa Indians, P^J^^ 
for our nds; bnt dragging the coach two miles for one U 
dragged ns. Nerer did I see sneh roads; eterf fire minutes 
was heard the driyer's summons to dismount, for we wer^ 
stalled again ; so with the asaistance of a rail, we contrived to 
extricate the luinbering yehicle, in which we had engaged a 
passage to the town of Erie. We returned by this route, pre- 
ferring it to the Lake oonyeyance^ durin|; a high gale of wind, 
and as we progressed along the margin of that sheet of water 
we beheld so placid a few days preyidusly^ we beheld it lashed 
into fury by tne wind, exhibiting one vast erest of turbulent 
foam on this inland sea. 

After a delightful trip, we arrived in Pittsburgh, front 
whence we proceeded in a few weeks to Wheeling. On my 
return, Captain Wemyss took his departure for the West 
Indies, and left, for a time, a void in our family cirele, Which 
he had enlivened during the summer. 

My wife and the little Pittsburgh stranger aocompanied me 
on a visit of business to Louisville, Eentudcy; In out passage 
down the Ohio, we eiljoyed the beautiful scenery of that splen- 
did river. At Cincinnati, where we remained oile night, I of 
course paid a visit to the theatre, then under the direction of 
Bussel and Rowe, of 17ew Orleans. The t)roud Queen of thd 
giant West is a Philadelphia in miniature,* the same regula- 
rity of building, the same cleanliness of appearance, and th^ 
same industrious population. The citizens who founded such 
a place may well feel proud of their handi-work. Louisville, 
although a more active place of business, is far behind Cin- 
dnnati in what may be termed the picturesdue and beautiful. 
We remained there one week, and ascending the Ohio, returned 
to Pittsburgh to make preparations for the fall season at the 
theatre, which commenced on the 8th of September. The 
company, Mr. John Sefbon, William Sefton, Oxley, C. Porter, 
J. O. Porter, Sohinotti, Kent, Lewellen, De Cordova, J. Beed, 
C. Green, Harris, and Wells, Mrs. C. Green, Mrs. Kent, Mrs. 
Boper, Mrs. Lewellen, Mrs. La Combe, Mrs. J. Sefton ; new 
faces, and many of them actors of talent. At the commence- 
ment of the season an effort wa<) made by a committee of 
those who took an interest in the welfare of the theatre, to 
secure the performance of one legitimate five^act comedy 
in each week, the play to be chosen by the committee, who 
affirmed that this species of dramatic representation was most 
congenial to the taste of the citizens of Pittsburgh. The 
night selected was the Wednesday in each week. The first 

Slay, the '' School for Scandal," a judicious selection, which 
lied the lower boxes, but the pit, gallery, and upper boxes 
were e^mrp-l'V, The second comedy, " She stoops to Conquer/' 
was followed by the like result, whereas the repetition «f the 
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'* School for Scandal,'' as the third attempt, failed to procure 
even the attendance of the committee themselTesy who gave 
up any farther attempt in despair, leayin|[ me for the future 
to manage the theatre in my own way, with the promise of 
their future support in any efifort whicn should not be oonsi* 
dered as degrading to a temple dedicated to the muses. 

The fulure of this attempt to make one decent house each 
week, induced me to turn my thoughts to other cities for per- 
manent support, convinced, thereby, that Pittsburgh could 
not be relied upon for a longer season than six weeks or two 
months at any one time. 

Since my departure from Philadelphia, strange changes had 
taken place. Duffv and Forrest had abandoned the Arch 
Street Theatre^ which Maywood and Co. had taken, leaving 
the Walnut Street without a tenant, which being advertised 
to let, I was deliberating whether to return to the East, or to 
bend my course still further to the West, towards Cincinnati 
and Louisville, where the theatres leased by Russell and 
Bowe, were offered to me for the winter season, when my 
friend Georffe Cook, unexpectedly made his appearance at my 
house, and during dinner, on the Sabbath day, issued his or- 
ders for my immediate departure for Philadelphia, thus:-- 
<< Frank," said he, "I have been thinking over your afiEairs, 
and I am afraid the Western theatres won't answer your pur- 
pose, you must go over the mountains this evening, and at 
once secure the Walnut Street Theatre ; thia city, it is evi- 
dent, will not by itself support a company of actors, and as I 
brought you here, 1 feel m duty bound to see you placed in 
as good a position as I found you, when you adopted my ad- 
vice to try your fortune in this city of iron and smoke." 

In eight hours I found myself comfortably seated in the 
Pittsburgh mail coach, " en route" for Philadelphia, to pro- 

ri for the lease of the Walnut Street Theatre m that city. 
suddenly are resolutions taken, which alter the course of 
events in man's life. 

When I arrived in the city of brotherly love, the first per- 
son I surprised by my unexpected appearance, was my worthy 
friend Louis A. Godey, who had become a '^ Benedict" since 
we parted. I at once communicated to him the object of my 
visit. He did not seem to think very highly of the specula- 
tion, and oven dissuaded me from making an offer; but a 
letter from Pittsburgh, with orders all but peremptory, de- 
cided the matter. 

In forty-eight hours after my arrival, all the preliminaries 
were agreed to. Sent four thousand one hundred and fifty 
dollars per year, exclusive of the rooms occupied as bars, 
which, on account of a recent law, prohibiting the granting 
of tavern licence to theatres, I refused to have anything to do 
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\iritb, and ihe stockholders receiTod three thousand dollars 
per year, for breaking a law which the manager thought 
proper to obey. More of this hereafter. 

I agreed to pay one thousand dollars in advance npon sign- 
ing the lease, and the stockholders agreed to re-decorate and 
paint the theatre according to a plan famished by myself. I 
left them to prepare the lease for signature, while I proceeded 
to Kew York to complete my arrangements. I remained 
there two days, where Thomas Flynn, on behalf of Mr. 
Hamblin, promised many things which his proprietor after- 
wards failed to ratify. 

I returned to Pittsburgh on the twelfth day after my de- 
parture, with my lease in my pocket, to prepare for opening 
what was now first christened the American Theatre in Phi- 
ladelphia. 

While } was in Philadelphia, I visited the Arch Street 
Theatre, where Power was performing as usual, to good 
houses, and I learnt that Mr. Maywood was hourly expected 
with recruits from England, for the stock company. These 
were Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lindsay, Mr. Brunton, Miss Pelham, 
Miss Elphinston, and Mr. W. E. Burton. The last, the, only 
one destined to add to the resident talent of the American 
stage ; although, on his first appearance in Philadelphia, he 
did not meet with a very favourable reception. No sooner 
had he played Guy Goodluck in ''John Jones," than the Phi- 
ladelphians discovered they had acquired an actor worthy to 
succeed Jefferson ; and he rapidly rose in estimation, assuming 
at no distant period, the proud title of a successful star ; 
rather an unusual honour to a stock actor on the American 
stage. With him originated the Gentleman's Magazine, which 
he sold to Graham, the present proprietor, to turn manager ; 
an unfortunate exchange in a pecuniary point of view. 
However, his pride might have been flattered in converting 
Cooke's Circus in Chesnut Street, into the most splendid 
theatre the United States could boast, where for a short 
period he was pre-eminently successful; but finally sank 
under an effort to sustain a fourth theatre, where those al- 
ready established were rapidly changing hands for want of 
support. Mr. Burton as an author, possesses talent of no 
mean order, and whether as manager, actor, or author, is alike 
indefatigable. His industry deserves that success which the 
writer sincerely wishes may ultimately crown all his efforts. 
As an actor, he is entitled to the first rank in his profession ; 
however public opinion may vary upon some points, all will 
admit his title to be just, when pronounced the best low 
comedian of the American stage. 

My first buiinesB after my arrival at Pittsburgh, was to 
despatch xny arti0t» W. BweU &mith| (a name since well 
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kRADlL in the aimalfl of fame,) t^ PhiladelphiA, to decozaie 
the interior o^ the theatre. And well did he execute that 
work. The design was formed thus : each tier of boxes was 
decorated with paintings representing some celebrated battle 
in the history of the United States ; around the dress circle 
were placed medallions of the heads of the Presidents ; around 
the second tier, the heads of celebrated generals, and around 
the third tier, the heads of the naval heroes ; between each 
B^edallion and Its corresponding painting, was a large bur- 
nished gold star, the whole forming on a pink ground, the 
most pleasing interior I ever saw. I have seen them mcKte 
gaudy, but never one so chaste. 

The time for opening was fixed for the 22d of December, 
1834, the Monday previous to Christmas Day, giving me 
ample time to bring my season to a successful termination in 
Fitt^urgh, and to make the necessary arrangements for re- 
turning .to the city of Philadelphia after an absence of 
eighteen months, during which Duffy and Forrest commenced 
the campaign of 1833 and 1834, at the. Arch Street Theatre. 
On the 28th of August 1833, with the *' Iron Chest'' and the 
*' Young Widow ,*" J. B. Scott playing Sir Edward Mortimer. 
The stars announced, being E. Forrest, Master Burke^ and 
Mrs. Conduit, who afterwards became notorious as the cause 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wood's fracas in New York, and this may be 
the most appropriate place for the following remarks. 

Ma. Aun Mas. WOOD. 

These distinguished vocalists made their first appearanoe in 
the United States, ^t the Park Theatre, New York, on the 
19th of September, 1833, as the Prince and Cinderella ; and 
at the Chesnut Street Theatre, as above related ; here their 
first engagement was not a profitable one. It was not until 
the following season, when they produced " La Somnambula/ 
that the theatre was nightly crowded with delighted auditors. 
The lady, as Miss Paton, had long enjoyed the reputation of 
being the best English singer of the day. How well she de- 
served that title, let those decide who have heard her in 
" Norma." As to her merit, there is no divided opinion ; but 
as to the merit of Mr. Wood, there are as many opinions as 
critics ; no two agreeing upon the exact rank he ought to 
hold as a vocalist. 

To the Woods belongs the credit of establishing what Mrs. 
Austin and Mr. Berkeley commenced— a taste for Englidi 
Opera, on so firm a basis, as to render it essential to the sno- 
cess of a theatrical season. They made the citizens of ikeea 
United States in love with musio, paving the way for the 
Mooom of Mr, an4 »bs, Begsdj^ Mim msaff, tfr» Wiiiom 



Oiubeld, KiflB Foolo, &^, Tho only thing now wanting to 
place the American theatres in the same rank as the best in 
Jlorope is " The Ballet/' for which Fanny Eiisler has left a 
hankering wish^ as Malibran did for the Italian Opera. 

"No person has been treated so harshly by the American 
public as Mr. Wood ; twice driven in disgrace from the stage^ 
and on both occasions without cause, or even reasonable com- 
l^laint, on the part of his persecutors. 

Mr. £. Forrest refused to act for the benefit of the poor, in 
Ids native city of Philadelphia, during a winter of more than 
fionimon BOYpritj; but nobody dreamt of hlssinp him from 
the sta^e, or forcing him to retire from his profession, because 
he denied the right of any committee to dispose of h^ ser- 
vices sui they thonght proper, or to exact from him two hun- 
dlre4 dollars, (the compensation he received for acting nightly,) 
^r the same purpose to which they generously proposed to 
contribute ^e price ol a box-ticket. As a matter of business 
he refused hi? professional services, which nobody presumes 
to say he had not a right to do; but he offered publicly, 
through the newspapers, to double any sum that either of the 
gentlemen who were so clamorous on the subject of his refusal 
would give for the relief of the poor, from one hundred to Jive 
hundred dollars; but they declined this just mode of testing 
thi9 sincerity of their charity, designating the proposal as an 
insult fropi a purse-proud actor. Much undeserved obloquy has 
been cast upon Mr. Forrest's name for the want of feeling he 
exhibited in refusing his professional aid for this benefit ;^ but 
I can see no evidence of want of feeling in the proposition 
which accompanied the refusal. It was a determination to 
xa^ntain the right of control over his business capital (i. &., 
his talent,) at the same time that he was willing to contribute 
generously to the wants of the poor. 

(The demand made upon Mr. Wood was of a similar nature, 
but the exercise of the same control was refused. It was' in- 
tended as charity to an individual, a member of the pro- 
fession, who had not the slightest claim upon his consider- 
ation that she should expect, and her friends demand, the 
gratuitous services of Mr. and Mrs. Wood on her benefit 
night. Was Mrs. Conduit the friend or SMSsociate of Mrs. 
VVood) Assuredly not. They possessed nothing in common 
hat the unenviable title pf address. The attack made upon 
Mr. Wood was followed up with the ferocity of savages, and 
^i^aceful to a civilised community. He was* perhaps, un- 
wise, for he nught easily have turned the tide of popular 
indigmxtitm into admiration, by at once acceding, in bland 
lanns, to the wishes of those assembled for the avowed pur- 
j^osta pf ingnlting himi a^d offering the services of himself 

mi w^^d^^ the 10 fp \mmi limt t© in^m^ W» 
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independence to his interest, refasing to yield to threats wh^t 
he had already declined to entreaty. His subsequent con- 
duct, in spitting in the face of the reporter of the Courier 
and Enquirer — the newspaper which produced the mischief — 
admits of no excuse ;'but it was a manly feeling which'prompt- 
ed the act. He was too young and powerful to attack an old 
man, for the purpose of castigation, without a charge of 
cowardice ; to have challenged him would only have been to 
have subjected himself to a column of abuse in the news- 
papers, on the audacity of an actor, whose profession, it 
would have been said, excludes him from the title of gentle- 
man, daring to seek the redress of one. He did it, therefore, 
to provoke from the reporter a demand of that satisfaction 
for an insult no gentleman could brook, which he was anxious 
and willing to afford him. But these wholesale assassins of 
reputation always shrink from the responsibility of personal 
encounter ; in a court of law, and not the court of nonour, 
he sought his redress, receiving several thousand dollars for 
preventing Mr. Wood f roip peacefully pursuing his profeasion. 
Hard sentence this, for an assault unattended by violence. 
Had the reporter spat upon the actor, the judge, I am in- 
clined to think, would have pronounced no such heavy 
penalty. The courts of New York fined Bennett of the 
Herald five hundred dollars for libelling a judge, and Wood, 
the actor, thousands, for spitting in the face of "one of the 
ffentlemen of the press," who had not only libelled him, but 
through the influence of the newspaper for which he wrote, 
fomented a conspiracy which drove him from the stage. 

The. sober second thoughts of the people convincing them 
that Wood had been most hardly dealt with, and wishing 
once more to hear the syren notes of Mrs. Wood, he was in* 
vited to cross the Atlantic, with an assurance that the past 
was buried for ever in oblivion. In an evil hour he consented 
again to visit the United States, to be ajrain insulted, without 
having given any cause of offence ; but rhiladelphia, not New 
York, was the scene of his last degradation. 

The Opera of " Norma" had been produced at the Ghesnnt 
Street Theatre, as opera alone can be rendered effective, with 
a full band of instrumental music, and a full chorus of well- 
drilled singers ; but the result proved that the managers did 
not reap a full harvest The receipts were unequal to the 
expenditure ; thev could not pay their singers and musicians ; 
and because Mr. Wood would not consent to do it for them, 
by sacrificing his share of the proceeds to the necessity of the 
theatre, he was, a second time, compelled to resi^ his pro- 
fesjdenal engtus^ements; the only offence laid to his ohixfe 
hemf^ a refusaito proceed with the opera without being paid 
for hi8 flervioes, aocording to contract. When the managers 
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dnd himself agreed to bring what they represented to be a 
losing engagement to the theatre, to a termination, no allusion 
was made by either party to the fact of the following night 
being the one appropriated for the benefit of Mrs. Bailey. 
Mrs. Wood at once volunteered her services for a concert, to 
be given by Mrs. Bailey, at which Mr. Wood was not per- 
mitted to sin^; he prudently declining to appear when 
rumour pointed out ** a row," without an object. Thus the 
Woods were, a second time, driven from the shores of America, 
victims of unjust persecution, Kean, who had offended, was 
severely, but perhaps justly, punished ; Anderson merited his 
fate, and courted it ; but Wood was the victim of newspaper 
violence and misrepresentation, and, to crown all, he had in- 
vested the greater part of his professional earnings in the 
stock of the United States Bank— lost — all lost ; so that his 
recollections of the United States must be very agreeable ; 
and if the notes of himself and his wife were now considered 
as of little or no value, those he received in return proved 
more worthless. 

The death of Mr. William Forrest caused the Arch Street 
Theatre to close for the season as early as the 4th of February, 
On the 11th of June, Mr. Duff^ produced Dr. Bird's new play 
of the " Broker of Bogota," written for Mr. E. Forrest. Why it 
has been so seldom acted, might well be asked ; for as an 
effective acting play it is superior to either the " Gladiator" 
or ''OralooBsa,^' from the pen of the same author. 

On the 23rd of August, 1834, May wood and Co. commenced 
their season, in the Arch Street Theatre, with the play of 
" Man and Wife," and " Simpson and Co." Maywood having 
visited England during the vacation, sent over, as recruits, 
Mr. Burton, Mr. Hamilton, Miss Pelham, and Miss Elphin- 
Btone> who made their first appearance in the United States 
thus : on the 25th of August, Mr. Hamilton as Sir. B. Back- 
bite, and Miss Pelham as Lady Teazle, in the " School for 
Scuidal ;" on the 26th, Miss Elphinstone as Juliet ; and on 
the 3rd of September, Burton, as Dr. OUapod, in the " Poor 
Gentleman,** and Wormwood in the " Lottery Ticket." 
Power and James Wallack played each for a few nights ; and 
on the 18th of October, the Chesnut Street Theatre opened 
with *^ Borneo and Juliet," 

MiB8 PHILIPS 

acting the part of Juliet. This yoTing lady's fame in the 
theatrical world was of very recent date, and, although sup« 
ported bv Wallack, always a favourite with the Philadelphia 
public, her engagement was not m attractiyo one. The 

X 
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managers had raised the pricech-^o one dollar, hox^s, and 
fifty cents to the pit, which, might have caused the failure, 
more than any want of talent in Miss Philips, who is univer- 
sally respected for her private worth} and having retired 
from the stage, is scarcely a fair (yet she is a very fair) sub- 
ject for criticism. ■ 

The stars announced were Matthews, J. Wallack, James 
Sheridan Enowles, Hr. Ternan, Signer Lanza and pupils, 
Miss Philips, Mias Fanny Jarman, and Rerr Gline. 

On the 27th of October, 1834, 

JAMES SHEEIDAlir KNOWLES 

played Yirginius, in bis own play of that name. We had al« 
ways supposed Virginius to be a Roman ; but to use a little 
Irish slang on this occasion, he was " a Greek"— what a de- 
lightful Irish brogue he had. This was not tragedy upon 
stilts, but upon « hand- crutches.*' Mr. Knowles has been 
justly termed the Shakspeare of the present era of the drama^ 
and to carry the similitude a little closer, he determined to 
prove, like the immortal bard who preceded him, that a di- 
vine author may be a very bad actor. The London critics, 
when they permitted, or tolerated the performance on the 
stage, of this trul^ good author, permitted him to exhibit 
himself in a position which his vanity made him fancy he 
was fitted for. I will not do him the iujustice to follow him 
through the career of antics he was permitted to play; but 
turn with pleasure to the record of the reception given to his 
literary talent, leaving his acting where it is, and from whence 
no labour can remove it — the theme of laughter to those 
whom he has made his brethren of the sock and buskin— tho 
actors. 

On the 8th of November, a public dinner was given to the 
dramatist, at the Masonic Hall, by many of our first citizens, 
at which Matth&ws was present; and where justice was 
awarded to one whose plays had for years delighteid his hosts. 
Upon this occasion, and in such a scene as this, Knowles was 
at home — his good humoured blarney making every one 
present pleased with himself, and consequently pleasing 
everybody. Whoever had the good fortune to be present at 
this dinner, will remember it with feelings of pleasure — 
where the feast of reason and the flow of soul imparted 
warmth and hilarity to the dullest present. 

On the 10th of Kovember, Matthews, after an absence of 
eleven years, again appeared before many of his old friends. 
In 1827, he told me in London, that if his life should be 
spared long enoug|[i, he was determined to contradict in per- 
son, the calumny circulated, by playing his «Trip to Atne* 
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lica/* word for word, befbro a& Amerioftn fttidienoe, and 
leavinff them to judge on thelf own soil whether he had de- 
signedly misrepresented them. His expected acquittal wan 
but a disagreement of his jnxj: and the result aided the 
speedy dissolution which followed his return to England. It 
is a subject of regret to me, that I arriyed from Pittsburgh 
twenty-four hours too late to shake hands with him. He 
started for New York the very day I returned to Philadelphia. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

Return from Pittsburgh. Edipse of the Sun. Opening of the American 
Theatre, Wahiut Street. Gratifying Reception. Mr. Oxiey. Mr. A. 
Addams. Firemen's Fund Benefit. " Zanthe." " Tom and Jerry." 
Awkward Accident. Misconduct of Actors. «* Last Days of Pompeii.** 
E« T, Conner's Performance of Glaueus. Sheridan Knowlea. Miss 
Emma Wheatley. Coney and Blaaohard, with their Dogs. Close of 
«he first Season. Introduction of Mr. Hadaway to the Walnut Street 
Theatre. 

Or the 29i;h of KoTemher, 1834, the Pittsburgh Theatre 
olosed its third Season, having been open seventy-fiTe nights, 
durinff which Gk)uffe6, (the Monkey man,) Miss Mary Buff, 
Hr. Charles Mason, Mrs. Bharpe, Mr. Cooper, and Miss Pri»> 
«illa Cooper, (Mrs. Robert Tyler,) Mr. A. Addams, and Mr. 
Hill appeared. 

On the lat of December, I started with my family in the 
Good Intent Mai) line, for Philadelphia; and in our proffrese, 
witnessed an eiilipse of the sun at the top of the Alle^anjr 
mountains, the most beautiful. and sublime sight ever seen 
from such a position— the shadow of darkness on the trees* 
loekifag indeed like the shadiiw of death, as described in the 
Pilgrim's Progress* 

Oh Monday, the 22nd of Decetiaber, 1834, according topr^- 
fious announcement, I opened the American Thea^e, Wal« 
nut Street with the following company: — John Sefton, 
William Sefton, E. Connor, John Mills Brown, Charles Porter, 
J. G. Porter, Charles Thome, A. Jackson, W. Kent, Schinotti, 
De Cordora, Lcwellen, Rodney, Caldwell, Mestayer, Sprague, 
Fenner, Forrest, Wemyss, and Barrymore; Prompter, Mr. 
Huntley; Miss Mary Duff, Mrs. Duff, Mrs. Kent, Mrs. Thome, 
Mrs. Conduit, Mrs. Cooke, (Mrs, Boper,) Mrs. La Combe, 
Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Jackson, Miss Charnock, Miss Buth, 
Miss Pearce, Miss Gillespie. Barrymore was the stage 
manager; Clemens, the leader of the orchestra; the play> 
" Wild Oats," and the fiwce, the " Dumb BeUe." When I ap- 



208 THSATBIOAL JIIO€(BAPHT* 

peared aB Baver, my reception was most gratifying to my pro- 
feesional pride. Not content with the n^ial demonstration on 
the appearance of an old favourite, as the curtain fell upon 
the last act of the play, I was loudly called for, and received 
by such applause as rarely falls to the lot of an actor. The 
farce of the " Dumb Belle" introduced John Sefton, after an 
absence of some years ; it was admirably acted, and at the 
close of the performance, I was again called before the curtain, 
and while bowing my acknowledgments, an auditor proposed 
three cheers for the success of Mr. Wemyas and the American 
Theatre ; which were given with a hearty good will. 

The iirst drama I produced, was "The Golded Farmer," in 
which Mr John Sefton laid the foundation of his theatrical 
fame. To him this part, which he at first refused to play, 
and to the last moment grumbled about, has put more money 
into his pocket, than all the catalogue of parts he ever acted, ' 
put together. At the Franklin Theatre in New- York, under 
the management of Dinneford, he played this part one hundred 
times, during the first season, a thing without precedent in 
the annals of the American stage, either before or since. Mr. 
Sefton had a clause in his articles of agreement with me, by 
which he had the right to choose his part in the dramatis 
personse, where there was more than one low comedy part in 
a piece, and he insisted on playing Harr^ Hammer ; but Bar- 
rymore insisted that he was the only man in the theatre fit 
for his " thief*' in the " Golden Farmer." It was finally left 
to my decision, and although John Mills Brown played Ham- 
mer, much to the mortification of Sefton ; ;^et I do not think 
my friend John has any cause to compliun of the r^ult, 
offended although he was by the dioice, and first played 
Jemmy Twitcher as an act of favour towards me in the ma- 
nagement of the theatre. " Veil, vot of U," we Know what we 
are ; but the best among us know not what we may be. 

I laid out a plan from which I never departed, to produce a 
new piece every Saturday night, and the steady peiseverance 
in this plan, first gave the Walnut Street Theatre one night in 
the week, on which the manager could depend upon a good 
house by very moderate exertion. And Saturday still pre- 
serves it prerogative in that theatre. 

On the 29th of December, I introduced to the Philadelphia 
public, their townsman, Mr. John Oxley, as a star, (one of 
minor importance ; but who still continues to sparkle, while 
brighter constellations liave been totally eclipsed.) As an 
actor, he was unknown ; but he made an impression which 
has since enabled him to wander about, with the admitted 
right of having his name placed in large letters on the play- 
bills, whenever he performs. 

The ''Amazon Sisters," followed the ''Golden Parmer," in 



^Mcli Mi80 ibrj Doff &nd Hn. Kent sttHtftiAed thd heroifl«B 
in a masterly style. On tHe fitst of January, 1886, the 
•' Deep, Deep Sea** was produced; but notwithstanding Barrf- 
more*s acknowledged tact, it failed to please, and was with- 
drawn after the second night. On the 6th of Januaiy, 

Me. a. ADDAMS, 

after so long an absence from Philadelphia as to have been al- 
most forgotten, made his bow to a crowded house, in tie 
character of Hamlet. Had he permitted me to choose, it 
would have been either Dainou Or Virginius. He pleased his 
audience, but in either of the latter characters he would have 
carried them away ivith hiih triumphantly. Why Hamlet 
should be selected by so many clever young men to try their 
powers, is a subject upon wiiich pages might be written. Of 
all the characters of Shakspisare, tte meiancholy Prince of 
Denmark is the most difficult to attain exceileiiee in. John 
Kemble, Charles Toung, Edmund Kean, and Junius Booth, 
are the only aeters Who havoj in my mind> approachi»d the just 
conception of this part. I do not like Maeready, with all his 
study — he is too cold and constrained; pjid. although A. 
Addams' representation is on a par t^ith E. Forrest's, yet they 
both want that finish so requisite to bom^l^te the picture, nei- 
ther of them having any pretensions above mediocrity in this 
character. Addams . played twelve nights, on each successive 
performance rising in favour, until he was fixed so firmly in 
the good opinion of the audience, that nothing has been able 
to destroy his ponularity, and no man has laboured harder to 
eflfect it — disappointing his audience frequently, fet always 
forgiven, and«alway6 received with kindness on his return to 
reason, to onbnd in a similar manner on soxhe occasion when 
his services were most needed. 

Gifted by nature with a commanding persbfa, not only a 
handsome, t>ttt an expressive countenance, a voice capable of 
being modulated to the tones of the softest flute, yet power- 
ful enough to out-rant tbe loudest lungs of any aotor who ever 
tore a passion to rags, Mr. Addams should ha^e distanced all 
competitors. He is the only one who ever had A chance of 
shaking Forrest ih his position, and made him tremble for 
his title of the (" pir excellence") American tragedian. The 
cenius of Addams is superior to that oi any American actor, 
but the study and application requisite to make that genius 
available, was wanting. While Forrest, by tact in the manage- 
ment of his atr lirt, ^rii accumulating wealth, Addams was 
destroying both his pocket and his health by a course of dis- 
sipation wjiicli pUoed pdblic opinion at defiance. His engage- 
X 5 
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ment with me, which should have been profitable to us both* 
was of no service to him, and a positive loss to we. No one la- 
boured harder than myself to reclami him. That he has 
chosen to throw away such advantages is a source of regret to 
all his friends. ^ , . .1. /. . 

On Tuesday, the 27th of January, took place the first 
benefit in aid of the Fund for the Support of Disabled Fire- 
men. The house was filled; Addams acting Damon, and 
Oxley, Pythias. The following Address was written by Robert 
T. Conrad, on the occasion, and delivered by F. C. Wemysa : 

ADDRESS. 

The city slumbers : o'er its silent walls 
Nighf s dusky mantle, soft and silent, falls ; 
Sleep o'er the world slow waves its wand of lead 
And ready torpors wrap each sinking head ; 
Still'd is the stir of labour and of life, 
Hush*d is the hum, and tranquilliz'd the strife ; 
Man is at rest, with aU his hopes and fears. 
The young forget their sports, the old their cares. 
The grave or careless, those who joy or weep, 
All rest contented on the arm of sleep. 
Sweet is the pillow'd rests of beauty now. 
And slumber smiles upon her tranquil brow ; 
Bright are her dreams — ^yes, bright as heaven's own blue. 
Pure as its joys, and gentle as is dew ; 
They lead her forth along the moonlit tide. 
Her heart's own partner wandering by her side ; 
. ' 'Tis summer's eve s the soft gales scarcely rouse 

The low-voic'd ripple, and the rustling boughs. 
And, faint and far, some melting minstrel's tone 
Breathes to her heart a music like her own. 
When, hark ! oh, horror ! what a crash is there !— 
What shriek is that which fills the midnight air ? 
'Tis fire— 'tis fire I She wakes to dream no more ; 
The hot blast rushes through the blazing door. 
The room is dimm'd with smoke, and, hark, that cry ! 
." Help ! help !— will no one aid ?— I die ! I die !" 
She seeks the casement, shuddering at its height — 
She turns again— the fierce flames mock her flight I 
Along the crackling stairs they wildly play. 
And roar, exulting, as they seize their prey ; 
** Help ! help I— will no one come ?" she can no more. 
But, pale and breathless, sinks upon the floor. 

Will no one save thee ? Yes, there yet is one 
Remains to save, when hope itself is gone ; 
When all have fled, when all but he would fly. 
The fireman comes to rescue, or to die ! 
He mounts the stair— it wavers 'neath his tread, 
He seeks the room, flames fi^hiPg xound his h^»d, 
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He bursts tlie door, he lilts her prostrate ttsaae. 

And tiims agidn to brave the raging flame. 

The fire^blast smites him with its stifling breath. 

The falling timbers menace him with death. 

And sinking floors his hurried steps betray. 

And ruin crashes roimd his desperate way ; 

Hot smoke obscures, ten thousand cinders rise. 

Yet still he staggers forward with his prize; 

He leaps firom burning stair to stair— On ! on ! 

Courage !— one efibrt more, and all is won ; 

The stair is passed, the blazing hall Is braved. 

Still on— yet on— once more ! thank heaven, she*s saved ! 

The hardy seaman pants the storm to brave. 
For beck'ning fortune woos him from the wave ; 
The soldier battles 'neath the smoky cloud. 
For glory's bows is painted on the shroud ; 
The fireman also dare each shape of death. 
But not for fortune's gold, or glory's wreath ; 
No selfish throbs within their breasts are known. 
No hope of praise or profit cheers them on. 
They ask no meed, no fame, and only seek 
To shield the suffbring, and protect the weak ; 
For this, the howling midnight storm they woo. 
For this the raging flames rush fearless through. 
Mount the frail rafter, head the smoky hall. 
Or toil, unshrinking, ' neath the tottering wall ; 
Nobler than those who, with fraternal blood. 
Dye the dread field, or tinge the shudd'ring flood ; 
O'er their firm ranks no crimson banners wave. 
They dare, they suff'er— not to slay, but save : 
At sudi a sight, Hope smiles more heavenly bright^ 
Pale, pensive Pity trembles with delight. 
And soft- eyed Mercy, stooping from above. 
Drops a bright tear— a tear of joy and love. 

And should the fireman, generous, true, and brave. 

Fall, as he toils the weak to shield and save ? 

Shall no kind friend, no minisf ring hand be found 

To pour the balm ot comfort in his wound i 

Dr should he perish, shall his orphan say, 

*' He died for them— but what for us do they i'\ 

Say is it thus we should his toils requite ?— < 

Forbid it justice, gratitude, and right ; 

Forbid it, ye who dread what he endures. 

Forbid it, ye whose slumbers he secures. 

Forbid it, yc whose hoards he toils to save. 

Forbid it, aU ye generous, just, and brave ; 

And, above all, be you his friends, ye fair. 

For you were ever his especial care ; 

Give to his cause your smiles, your gentle aid— 

The fireman's wQuncU axe beal'd, the orphau's tears are stayed. 



At the dai^ of iShb j^IbManci t. ti^ Idall^d J^^fore the 
ourtain, to retam thankii oii behalf' of th^ coxmuitiee^ which 
I did. 

On the following evening, j produced " Zant)i6/' founded 
upon Kenney'B tragedy of " Hemani," whioh had failed at the 
Chesnut Street Thealf e» with Mr. Charles Kean for the Hera 
The secret of this splendid drama, whi<di is now Titid in the 
recollection of thb audiebce, was simplj this: — I was pre- 
paring " Gustavus," with fk Ball MasqUS; to surprise the citi- 
zens, when by some means Ikfaywood & Oo. were apprised of 
my movements, and endeavoured to forestal them. Much to 
my annoj^ance they announced " Gustavu^^" and produced it 
on the night of liay benefit. BarryiHore, whose fertile ffenius 
in a theatre was never at a los^ came iBj, a^iid jperceived by my 
face that something, more, than eommoA W88 the matter. I 
handed him the pla^-bill eomtaining the aianouneement of 
what we intended to b^ our great card, aftd for which Russel 
Smith, Landers^ amd the wardrt^e keepers, hAd been working 
incessantly from the ta^i the theatre opeiied. He .burst out 
into a hearty laugh, and dapping me upon the shoulder, said, 
" Never mindy governor, we will give them k Boland for an. 
Oliver ; let them bave ' Gustavus,* we will give them a coro- 
nation as well as a ball masque, and not lose an lionr either, 
lo triumphe !"— and away he went. In something less than 
an hour, he returued in high glee. "All light, my master, 
and Wednesday shall see us in a new style bedfore this audi- 
ence, or I will forfeit my head." Wednesday did fiee us tri- 
umphantly successful. For eighteen nights " Zanthe" crowded 
the theatse ; Wt all is not gold that glitters. I^otwithstand- 
ing we received in four nightsi, two thousand two hundred 
and sixty-five dollars, yet the average was uhequal to the ex- 

Senditure. The ext^a expense nigntly, was — brass band, 20 
oUars, four drummers, 3 dollars, one hundred and twenty- 
five supernumeraries, 26 dollars 25 cetnts, wa? candles, 140— 
Sfilbs every three nights^ say 7 dollars, two pound red fire, at 
3 dollars, 50 cents— 7 dollars; in^all, 63 dollars, in addition 
to the dresses and properties^ whi6h were in Barrymore's 
usual style of ^xttavaganee. And if '< Zanthe^' ^i^ found at 
the end of the season in debt to the treasury, it had gtTen us 
a reputation for spectitcle which has s^rVed th6 W ali^ut Street 
for capital, ever since tiie memo!rable i28tih Of January, 1836. 
Its success was perfect, and taught the managers of the aristo- 
cratical theatre, "prudence." They never attempted the 
same thing again; but quietly suffered me to enjoy my repu- 
tation as a minor theatre. 

The favour with which " Zanthe" was receited, induced me 
to wiTe " Tom and Jeny" with new 8o0n«i> and every pro- 
perty on the same scale as when first produced at the Chesaut 
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Skeet, in 1828, tmder Warren and Wood. The 9th of Feb- 
ruary saw the curtain ready to rue apon!a house of 482 doUazB. 
Every thing promised a rich harvest; all was marred by the 
misconduct of Mr. William Sefton, who was the Jerry of the 
evening. His brother John first csMed my attention to him 
during the opening chorus. It was evident he was in such 
a state of intoxication, that if he got through the part, it 
would be a miracle. My piece was evidently sacrificed, and I 
made up my mind to endure the mortification as best I might, 
resolved that in his person, such an occurrence should never 
take place again. At the conclusion of the second act, while 
I was giving some directions to the master carpenter, being 
dressed at the time for Falstaf^ in the '* Masquerade," one of 
the carpenters in running across the stage, eJipped and fell 
between my le^s. In endeavouring to rise, he brought me to 
the floor with him, fallinff on me and twisting my leg under 
him. This accident lamed me for life. For twelve months 
1 was imable to walk without the aid of a stick, and never 
perfectly recovered the use of my knee. Therefore, I have 
cause to remember, " Tom and Jerry." 

On the 23rd of March, ''The Last Days of PompeU" was 
produced with twen^-two new scenes, painted by Bussel 
Smith. The design of the last scene was truly magnificent ; 
but whether by accident or design, failed on the &»t night. 
I was present at this representation, for Barrymore had pro- 
mised to outdo himself : and he certsunly kept his word. The 
three first acts had proceeded much to the satisfaction of the 
audience, when Barrymore came forward and prepared them 
for a failure, by stating that his last act had never been re- 
hearsed. Blunder succeeded blxmder, until, to crown the 
whole, the quick match which should have fired Vesuvius, 
was cut, and passing backwards and forwards on the traveller 
like a squib, was the only eruption which was to bury 
Pompeii. Down came the curtain amid the jeers and laughter 
of the audience. Barrymore, half crazy, seized one of the 
side lights, and, at the risk of naving his eyes blown out, held 
the lamp until the powder ignited. A most brilliant display 
of fire-works succeeded. Elated, and determined that the 
audience should see what effect his last scene had been in- 
tended to produce, he insisted upon raising the curtain ; but 
the carpenter, whose duty it was to attend to this matter, 
had left his post Up went Barrymore himself, the fire- 
works blazing away all this time; and very well worth 
seeing they were — but powder won't burn for ever. Just 
as he succeeded in raising the curtain, the last spark ex- 
ploded in a puff of powder, and all was darkness. Such a 
roar of laughter, and such a shower of hisses followed, that 
Barrymore ran out of the theatre to avoid the shame and 



tAe^aiM&m tit meeiing any of the aotoM. 0^ oottise iHle 
Mb of we" licurt DayB of Pompeii" was sealed. It ooti 
tneatf-tia^ hvndteA doUaTS, and was played six nights only, 
lliis mdttced me to huttj on the benefits as fiast as possible ; 
and the season closed on the 11th of April, with Connoz^s 
benefit— a young man who, from this very failing piece^ in 
which he acted Glaucos, became one of the most popular 
stock actors ever known in Philadelphia : thus proTing that 
it is indeed an ill wind that blows nobody good. The receipts 
<^ the season amounted to twehty-seren thousand nine hon" 
dred and twenty^fire dollars, which, for ninety'Siz nights, 
gires an arerage of 291 dollars per night. 

The theatre opened again on the 2nd of Hay, with Yankee 
HiU, who played to a succestion.of bad houses ; followed by 
Mr. and Miss Cooper. Sheridan Knowles played Icilius, for 
Cooper^s benefit— rather an ancient looking loyer for Yiz^ 
ginia ; however, it proyed the kindness of the author's heart. 
Hiss Bmma Wheatley and Master Bowers, Mr. Charles 
JSaton^ and filially, Coney and Blandiard, with their dogs 
Hector and Bruin, and Jim Crow Bice. This season was 
faijtLJioious. Havii^ succeeded in establishing the Walnut 
Street as a iKnt^r theatre, I should have been content ; but 
the summer season having been looked upon heretofore as 
exclusively belonging to this theatre, I was induced to make 
the trial, which cost me eleven or twelve hundred dollars 
during the fifby-siz nights it was opeuj and is only remarkable 
for havinir introduced Hadaway to this theatre, who became a 
ireigning nivoorite during the whole of my career as maaager. 



CHAPTER XXYIII. 

Madame Celeste, <' The Blind fieggar of Bethnal Green.** Sbetldaa 
Knowles. Emma WheaUey. Mrs. Austin's Farewell Benefit. A sa4 
disappointment. Miss Booth. Abbott as "Hamlet." Balls. Jcdm 
Reeve. Actors, and their Imitators. Complimentary Benefit to Mr. 
W. B. Wood. Brough. Mr. and Mrs. Wood. Great Success of *' ta 
Somnambula." 

1 uusr now proceed to trace the progress of the Chesnut Street 
Theatre, from the time of my opening. On the same niffht, 
Dec. 22d, Celeste, whose career in Europe had added to ner 
previously acquired fame, played in the " Wiaard Skiff," and 
the " Wept of the Wish-ton-wish." Elliot offered to come to 
the American at the conclusion of his present engagement. I 
unfortunately declined the proposition, because 1 considered 
the terms exorbitant, thus losing a good atutiliary, and, trhat 



woiadliftTd been of ftr greater oonBeqaenoe, depriTing Hay- 
wood and Co., as the sequel proved, of their most attractive^ 
and alwajB to be relied npon, star of the season. On the 
29th, Kiss Philips was announced to play Mrs. Beverly, but 
did not arrive, in consequence of some accident on the rail- 
road ; she, however, appei^red the following evening. On the 
7th of January, "Gustavus'* was produced. On the 12th, 
Bmma Wheatley, and on the 14th, James Sheridan Knowles, 
with the wonderful Piavolo Antonio, and his equally won- 
derful sons. On the 20th, Enowles produced his own play 
<rf "The Blind Beggar of Bethnal Green,*' playing Cora 
]|lflnford himself, Kmma Wheatley supporting the character 
of Peas. The play made no great impression, and was acted 
only a few nights. After this, Knowles c^ve a series of 
lectures on dran^atic literature. Here " Riohard was himself 
a^nln ;** in such a sphere he moved without a dval, and those 
who heard these lectures were warm in i^eir expressions of 
admiration ; but 1 doubt if the author realised mudi money^ 
however he increased by them his literary lame. Mi». 
Austin'p farewell benejlt, and last appearance, was announced 
fox the 16th of February, the ladhr playing Ariel in tho 
"Tempest," and 2ulima in " Abon Hajssan.** i*he house was 
a very indifferent one, the weather very bad : and the mana- 
gers announced another night for that purpose, Feb« 19th, 
when she made her last curtsey to the rhiladelphia public, 
as the Princess in " Hassaniello," and *' Cinderetla," after a 
residence of eigl^t years in the United States, during which 
time she laboured hard, and successfully too, to establish a 
taste for Snglish opera ; and her reception induced others, of 
higher talent, to cross the Atlantic in search of fortune. The 
Oneanut Street Theatre closed for the season on the 21st of 
Pebma^, with Mrs. Teman's benefit; the pieces. "Paaio," 
and "The Young Widow." The purpose oi closing, the 
avowed neceisity of reducing the pnoe of admission to the 
standard of last year. « 

1 must now travel across the Alleghanies, and bring my fall 
season in Pittsburgh to a close, which commenced on the 
17th of October, 1835, with A. A. Addams as Damon. Ha 
was always a sure card with the citizens of Pittsburgh ; and 
started the season with a house to the tune of 259 dollars; 
his benefit 313 dollars; after which I despatched him across 
the mountains to play "Jack Cade" at the Walnut Street 
Theatre. Murdoch made his first attempt as a " star," aided 
by Miss Vos, Hill, and afterwards by Conner and Miss Mary 
Duff: he waf not considered of sufficient importance. He 
^ tifo benefits, neither of them worthy of a stock actor in 
9fimP9J9iiJikW9iSWi^f^ Aidedonthieocoasiooaby 
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other stars, the first house amounted to 185 dollars 50 cents, 
and the second to 158 dollars 75 cents. 

Mnsic being the order of the day, I made an arrangement 
with John Thompson Norton, Hunt, Trnst and Cioffi, on their 
way to New Orleans, to stop four nights at Pittsbnrgh. A 
snbsoription paper was well filled to insure me from Iosb in 
this attempt, and on the second of November my box-sheet 
presented the nnnsnal roectacle of five hundred places secured : 
eyen what are termed the " flies'* were taken. Night ap- 
proached, but with it came not the stars of the evening ; the 
canal boat bringing me the very consolatory information, that 
my parf^, in despite of warning, had insisted on taking Leech's 
line of boats instead of the impress line, and that in all pro- 
bability the gentlemen would arrive about four o'clock on the 
following morning. The deception practised by this line often 

E roved a source of annoyance firom which there was no redress ; 
ut I had cautioned Mr. Norton in Philadelphia, and he there- 
fore sinned with his eyes open. I had to call upon Murdoch 
to aid me by playing Dick Dashall in '^ My Aunt," and re- 
turned between two and three hundred dollars at the doors. 
Nor was this the worst <rf the loss : at least half of those who 
had subscribed for the four nights at once withdrew their 
names, and severid were so much offended as to abstain from 
visiting the theatre a^^ain during the season; it was not, 
therefore, in the best of humours that I met the " absentees*^ 
at the breakfast table. They performed on the second of 
November to 280 dollars, on the fourth to 191 dollars, and on 
the fifth to 132 dollars. The three houses scarcely yielded as 
much as the first would have done, and one night out of the 
four lost altogether. For this disappointment I received only 
an allowance of fifty dollars from our original engagement. 

On the 7th of November Mr. and Mrs. Teman appeared in 
** Fazio" and " Personation.'' On the 20th of November, Miss 
Booth (now Mrs. Charles Burke) took her first benefit. This 
young lady improved rapidly in her profession, and at this 
early period of her career gave promise of her ftiture popu- 
larity. She was a great favourite with a portion of the andi- 
ence, although her style of acting was by some considered as 
coarse and vulgar — wanting the refinement necessary to per- 
sonate a lady ^upon the stage, and approaching in assumption 
of character nearer to the manners of a chambermaid. Logan 
beat us all this season in the receipts of his benefit ; and on 
the 28th of November the theatre closed, as usual, with my 
benefit. Miss Ann Waring playing ''Therese." In six weeks 
Addams, Murdock, Miss Y os. Hill, Norton, Hunt, Trust, 
Cioffi, Mr. and Mrs. Teman, Mr. Conner, and Miss Mary Puff 
appeared, so that the worthy citizens of Pittsburgh could not 
with justice complain of the want of attraotioxu 
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On the Idtti of October— '< TeU it not in (Mh, publiah it 
not in the streets of Ascalon t*' Mr. Abbot maide his fint 
appearance at the Chesnut Street Theatre as Hamlet. "Oh 
Crieieer 

Do the acton in England sappose that Americans are 
totally ignorant of the position they occnpy in their profes- 
sion in their own conntry 1 Abbots in his best day, never 
aspired to even second rate parts in tragedy in London, 
vhere he was admitted to be the best walking sentleman be- 
longing to the. British stage, and capable of oetter thinffs, 
having pretensions as a genteel comedian of repnte. We comd 
have tolerated him as a light comedian, superior in eveiy 
respect to Mr. Balls, who followed him to this coontry, and 
allowed his claims to the foremost rank in that walk of the 
drama; bat as a tragedian, capable of playing Hamlet, it was 
impossible he could succeed, and any mortification he may 
have met in this career is to be attributed to his own foolish 
vanity. * Whoever had the pleasure to meet him in private 
society must remembei him witli feelings of regret, that he is 
not longer spared to occupy a place at the festive board, he so 
much graced, where few men possessed so happy a talent of 
making himself generally agreeable. Whatever may be the 
opinion of his merit as an actor, placed beyond the sphere of 
his ability, as a companion all must yield to him their fall ap< 
probation. 

" He was a fellow of infinite woxth.**.— Shakspjbaiub. 

Hiss Emma Wheatley was the next star, followed by the 
ever successful Celeste, producing with great effect the 
** Devil's Daughter,'' and commencing the announcement of 
her one hundred and one (more or les^ farewell benefits, with 
" Victorie," and the " Spirit Bride." 

Balls made his first appearance in Philadelphia on the 16th 
of November, as Yapid, in the " Dramatist," and the Three 
Singles, in the ** Three and the Deuce." He was a sprightly, 
dashing, good-looking fellow, possessed of more impudence 
than talent, seldom Imowing the words of his part, and keep- 
ing the audience in good humour by never allowing them an 
opportunity of discovering his weak point His first engage- 
ment was, I am told, a profitable one to the theatre ; bu^ the 
novelty worn off, such a result could never be expected again. 
How I hate bastard starring! Why don't the public finish 
the matter by turning a few of them adrift ^ Where talent 
is really overwhelming in its effect, the starring system may 
be endured;, but if ever a well regulated drama is to take root 
«ad floorisb, the prof<M»lon mwtt be stripped of all ezotios. 

'B 



9tt immjktmajot Mt64%Aitmt. 

Oft «lMi 17ih of December, 1839, meef^ dMllert «f aU 
dfdl oomedUuui appeared in the penon of 

Mr, JOHN EBBYB, 

§m^t, and a Mgbt victim to conriTialitf . Ttom aft wkft 
irhoie gibes and merriment did keep his andienee in a roar, 
ieBcending to the besotted buffoon, uttering his own Ooane 
aiid vulgar jokes to make the million laugh, and the judicious 
grieve; rarely treating his audience to the words of the 
ftdthor, but by his rare comic powers, retaining possession of 
^eir kindly feelings to the last moment of his career. Nature 
had endowed him with such rich powers of mimicking, that 
he dared to enter the field against the' Matihttos, on his oWn 
ground, and with success, in a piece called " 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, by 
Advertisement/' in which he acted on his first appearanoe in 
Fhiladelphia. 

As an actor, he was a spoilt child. From the night of his 
first appearance in the English Opera House, he gained a 
place in the good graces of his audience ; and as a " droll,** 
Was little inferior to Listen, the great buffoon of the English 
Stage. Beeve never knew the excitement or privation of the 
■trolling actor's career. His first attempt was made in the 
taetropolis ,' and notwithstanding his erratic course, to 0he 
last of his professional existence, he possessed the undiminished 
fiivour of the audienee at the Adelphi Theatre. When he 
played Bob Acres, in Sheridan's play of " The Bivals,*' in 
Philadelphia, he found himself charged with the high crime 
and misdemeanour of being an imitator of Barton, whose 
]^pularity had been acquired by a close imitation of the bast 
points in Reeve's acting. This is not an uncommon occurrence 
in theatricals; first impressions, if favourable, bearing ereat 
weight in the minds of auditors. Miss O^Keil is said t^ have 
formed her style of acting from Hiss Walstein, who was 
rejected in London, as an imitator of Miss O'Neil^Eilision, 
in the same manner, of Tom Cunningham of Bath — Mrs. 
Jordan, of Mrs. Brown, of the Tork Theatre, who, in comedy, 
thared the same fate as Miss Walstein before the London 
public. While the imitators reaped golden opinions, the nal 
oimon Puree were rejected as base counterfeits ; but Beeves 
failure in America was owing more to his intemperate habits, 
than any other cause ; increased, perhaps, by the mortification 
df finding himself considered second to an artist whose greatest 
Oierit was, that he could imitate such an actor as John Beeve 
Mccessfully. 

9n the 16th of January, Mr. and Mrs. Wood appeared isihe 
opera of "The Maid of Judah,** aided by 



Mb. BBOU0H, 
wifc»>nftfe iA tot kppetmxm <m the PfaiI«ielpfaiA rtaga^ m 

'' Tlieve vii ft jolly miller osoe lived on Uie Rirer Dte* 
lie dfa»k and ttng from morm to night, no one more blythe than hft; 
A^A thU the hurden of his song, forever used to he— 
letre fox nobody, no not I, since nobody cares for me.'' 

H«re is at <mc8 a charaoter of mj good-natared friend Brongli, 
1^ better companion over a boon or a bottle, than an actor npon 
^e BtAge. As a singer, a valuable adjunct to Kr. and Mrs. 
Wood^ and like a satellite, deriving lustre from their superior 
lutfe. He has travelled tbronghont the United States, respected 
wherever he went, and his anaenoe resetted as the loss of a 
fMital good felloir, ever ready to perform a generous aetion, 
leeking his reward in the coneciousneas of having performed a 
|laasing duty to one of his fellow beings. Long may his jovial 
Ungh ring over the board of festivity, and snccess crown him 
whfrerer he goes. His name in theatricals miist b« associated 
wito " La Somnambala," and will descend to posterity, so lon|| 
91 the charming music of that opera retains a place in everj 
Ut^fi K^nsical port- folio. 

'* La Somnambula*' was acted for the first time in Fhiladel- 
pbif^ on the 11th of February, 18^6, and for fifteen consecutive 
piight» held possession of the town— the Chesnnt Street Thea- 
trf olosing on the 25th of February, for the season, the engage- 
menta of MnL Wood elsewhere, preventing a longer stay ; nav- 
mgju^ in l^hiladelphiay from the 18th of January until the 
29th of Febroary. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

|>|fOOveriet In thp Moon. Sol. Smith vt, the Man-monkey. " tlie 
/Spirit of '76." Coney and Blanchard. The '* Infernal Maelilne." 
'<(^pening of the Theatre in Washington. A Drunken Ohodt in *' Ram- 
iaH** "The Jewess.** Mr. Murdoch. A Curious and Intterestin^ 
iBeene. News of the Capture of Santa Anna. Close of tfte Walnvt 
ilbcet. The Wilmington Theatte. ladUfcfenee of tlie people of Wil- 
Mflgiea to Theatricals. 

Wk Ameridan Theatjre in Walnut Street opened for the sea- 
••1^ t>n the 22nd of AAguet, 1«36, with " Biehard the Third,*" 
BMh ptayiog SifliwrA to 5d6 4e|kM; qnita a oheezvig p tM- 
fm, %LlttiS^WIA^jUtettl(^7e«OaMUataBtolh'«J^ 
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to 691 doUaxa. Mr. Porbes, Miw Yoi^ and Bice, (Jim Cxow,) 
Buooeeded Addams and Booth, 

On Saturday, the 5th of September, the first new piece was 
produced under the title of " DiflooTeries in the Moon," (Bice 
was the author,) founded on the well-remembered koax. It 
was very sucoessfid, and withdrawn only because Bice*B en- 
m^gements would not permit a longer stay. *' Bone Squash 
Diabola/' for which Clemens had written the music, and 
lianders prepared the machinery, was transferred to the Bow- 
ery Theatre, Kew York. Thus we lost the credit of its ori- 
ginal production. 

Forces and Miss Vos did not add to the receipts of my trea- 
sury ; but on the 15th of September, Sol Smith, the cherished 
favourite of the south-western theatres, made his bow in Phi- 
ladelphia, as Mawworm, in the " Hypocrite." Gouffe played 
on the same occasion ; and here we see the difference of Tfune 
between intellectual and physical acting.. (I am indebted to 
my friend Ozley for the observation). The ^ntleman and 
actor received from the citizens of Philadelphia, on his bene- 
fit night, 140 dollars, while the man-monkey, on the previous 
night, received 444 dollars. iempora / mores ! 

On the 23rd of September I produced a National Drama 
entitled ^* The Spirit of '76," in which the costumes, scenery, 
&c., of the times were carefully preserved. It was played 
seven nights, to an average of 257 dollars, and was then with- 
drawn, to make room for Coney and Blanchard, and their 
dogs, who held possession of the theatre for fourteen nights. 
On the 16th of October, Mr. Ward took his benefit, previous 
to his departure to join May wood and Co., at Baltimore and 
Washington. Mrs. £. Knight and Mr. Hill both played a 
short engagement. On the 24th of October, Mr. IBenjamin 
Brewster, a young lawyer of much promise, dramatised the 
« Infidel,^ from Dr. Bird's novel of that name. I regret that 
I was in Pittsburgh on this occasion, for I think that his plaj 
deserved a bettet fate than it met at the hands of my stage 
manager. 

The next piece was a horrible perpetration, under the title 
of *' Pieschi ; or the Infernal Machine." All I can.say about 
it is, that it was played to infernal bad houses, and consigned 
to the infernal regions, with the llestingt of the actors. 
Hacket played one night, on the 18th of Kovember ; and on 
the 2lBt, Addams attempted Bichard the Third. Booth and 
Bice, (Jim Crow,) played: the former, Sir Giles Overreach, 
and the latter in " Oh, Hush !" on the 28th, to 857 dollars. 

On the 25th of December, 1835, 1 opened the Old Theatre^ 
in Washington city, with "Therese," and "Kill or Cure;" 
following it by Booth, who played an engagement, profitable 
to me as weU as himself SY^>7<iUPg eeeme4 W p^^nqlm ft 
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r)d seaBon; bat, notwithstanding the aid of A. AddamB, Hra. 
Knight^ Maiy "Duff, Signer Yivalla^ and many others, the 
first fortnight was the only one attended with profit, and I 
closed it on the 8th of Febmaiy following ; one incident only 
oconrring worth record— a drunken ghost, in " Hamlet !"— A 
spirit steeped in spirits ! Poor Paddy Pield, oonld yon have 
found no other part to disgrace yourself in) Although no 
subject for laughter, yet it was too comical to see this ghost 
staggering across the stage, and then, in despair, missing the 
entrance by which he should have left it. A fellow-feelims 
for a fdlow-fuling, I presume, alone induced Booth to proceed 
who laughed as heartily as any of the audience. 

On the 15th of Pebruary, James Wallack commenced a short 
and very unprofitaUe engagement. I thought I had achieTed 
a great triumph in obtaining his serrices. Had I known what 
J discoTored uterwards— that in concluding this engagement 
I was enabling Haywood & Co. to continue, for twelve nights 
longer, their successful career with the Woods, which Mr. 
Wallack's time would have interrupted, 1 should not haye been 
BO well pleased with the idea. People are sometimes too cun- 
ning for themselves. 

The Annual Benefit promised to the Firemen's Fund took 
place on the 18th of February, and even with the aid of 2ir. 
Wallack, I am sorry to add, was a failure, 39 dollars, 25 cents, 
being aU the money I had to pay over to their treasurer on 
the oGcadon. Wallack's last night, on which occasion He 
played Biensd, was only 68 dollars. He never on any engage- 
ment proved a fortunate star to me. 

On Monday, February 29th, " The Jewess" was produced. 
This was an alteration by myself from a drama called « Esther 
the Jewess." The only merit it contained was its pageantry, 
which was the most superb of any thing yet offered to the 
public of Philadelphia. The allegory, headed by Time, re- 
presenting every nation on the face of the globe, was of such 
an imposing nature, that I boldly assert, the last scene has 
never been equalled in America, or surpassed anywhere. The 
beauty and variety of costume, formed a tableaux on which 
the eye rested with feelings of delight. The far-£ftmed 
''Kaiad Queen" had no single scene that could compare with 
the last scene of the '' Jewess," although as a whole it far 
surpassed it, having something like interest attached to its 
plot, and a succession of brilliant scenes, while the " Jewess" 
boasted of but one, but that one was a ck^ cPcsuvre. It was 
played fourteen nights, and withdrawn to make room for 
'' Norman Leslie." 

This piece was dramatised by F. C. Wemyss, in conse- 
quence of Hamblb. demanding hsjf the receipts of each night's 
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fiHbn&ailot for the iiie of IfiM Mifiui^ dmtM i^ 
BATeL 
If vrdooh, with lAom I had entered into aa engageuen* im 

gj hin 27(K dollars p«r months for three montlu^ and talM 
6 proeeedi of his Mnefiti, made his first appearanoe at the 



Walnut Street Theatre, nnder my maaaffemsBt» as Baves ia 
•^ Wild Oats," on the 12th of March. He told «ost« oju^ k 
paitionlar oonfidenoe, and thai somt^edy repeated U to jmr 
Mvt that h4 had no interest in the reoeipts sb hhi hsaeit 
iMghts, so that all the advantage I expeoted to retp from IjIm 
engagement was lost, and at the expiration of the tfaae I d* 
clined renewing it, or making him any farther efler, hut wuak 
a eae as I made to Hadaway, Conner, and others ragnlarlf en- 
gaged in the theatre* Thns tersiiinated, on the 2nd of Jnly^ 
the attonpt to make a "star" of Mr. James D. Murdedi i« 
his natife oi^f^not araeh to the satisfcctiea of eithec taakf, 
That pear was not ripe. 

On the 26th of May a seene ooeorred of sneh a ehsiaetsg^ 
net oiten witnessed within the walls of a theatre. The per- 
fMrmance annonaoed was " Othello," and ** Perfection f the 
proceeds to be appropriated in aid of the people of Texsa^ the 
pablio sympathy beiag deeply excited by the rail of the Alamot 
and the inbamaa bntchery of Fanning and his Msooiste^i 
KewB of the capture of Santa Anna arrived in the city, and 
Mr. Coffee, of the Exchange Beadinff Koom, knowing tint 
Colonel Childera of Texss was at the Walnnt Street Theatre^ 
with the Texan Committee, came directly to the theatre wil% 
a slip received from New York. Colonel Thomas 91or«ne% ft 
member of the Oommitte, read it from the boxe^ eliciting tha 
meet enthnsiastic cheers. Colonel Childcrs addressed the 
audience in a complimental strain, and alluded to the threat 
made by Santa Anna, "to place bis blood-red banner of Mexieo 
on the dome oi the Capitol of Washington;" and revening dio 
pioture, adverted to the period, when it was not impvofaahla 
that the Star Span/eled Banner, aidina the Lone Star A Texes^ 
would float from the gilded domes of Mexico, ee a sign thai 
the tyrant had fallen-~that the people were free. 

The theatre closed on the 4th of July, with the ^^BoetSA 
Boys in 70," and <* Black Syed Susan.'* 

The Pittsburgh Theatre opened on the 2nd of April, for iha 
spring season, and dosed on the 14th of May. The stars wke 
appeared, with the exoeption of Herr Cline^ presented noi n 
▼cry brilliant array. 

On the 29th of May I opened the Theatre in WUmingtev^ 
Delaware, a very little, snug affair, but out of place in sneh ft 
eity. HotwithsUndinff Conner, Miss Maty Duff, Hardoch^ 
Oxley, and even Miss Tanny Jarman appeared. In sU we«||» 
the whole receipts amounted only to 886 dollans, an ftTcrago of 



y MImH ft aiflit Booth oould only play to 88 doUam. Jf^ 
mm impoflsiblo to excite sufficient interest about the drarngf 
With the exjisption of a few^ the citizeii9 neither cftred abooft 
the actom ot tho theatre. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

Q p<p faK llf <>M Smaan of 1856. "The Bnmn Hotm." Out of «?a 
•omotlmff fiometb goo4. Booth. Finn. Hisnelaneholy (iite. For- 
nst. Mr., Mn., and MiM Barnes. Success of " LefiUe.* FarewsH 
engaj^ementof Mr.Teman. Mr.Den^ille. Greatmeeessof «*Th«laba.** 
New play by David Paul Brown. 

Oh cloeinsf the season, on the 4th of July, 1886, 1 applied t9 
ike stockholders to replace the stage, which had beoome posl« 
tively unsafe. They refused; but Mr. Henry G. Freeman 
Hndly gave me permission, if I thought proper, to do it at my 
own expense. As I intended to open my season with the 
** Bronze Horse," I was compelled to forgo the exhibition of 
Boeoic pieces, for which the Walnut Street had acquired a re* 
>utat{ou, superior even to the Bowery, in New York ; or haTe 
;he stage relaid. Of two evils I chose the least; and, at a cost 
of one thousand dollars, Mr. Sanders, and his assistants, com* 
pleted the alterations. 

A new difficulty now arose, ^iss Waring, upon permission^ 
had been acting for six weeks in New^ork, with Mr. Ham- 
blin, in the music composed by Mr. Henry Allen, expressly 
for her voice. I now wanted her assistance ; she refused te 
return, and ftilfil her engagements. Mr. and Mrs. Muzzy, also^ 
hayin|f had overtures from Mr. Barry, also violated their oon« 
tract. Mr. and Mrs. Houpt, who were engaged, also refused 
to come to Philadelphia, having made their arrangements 
with me the means of obtainini; their own terms with Pelhi; 
Mr. GoUiogboome, and Mr. and Mrs. WatsoU} 1 had voluBtadly 
released. Mrs. Willis iras engaieed at the Park Theatre, Ifaw 
York t and to her kindaeas in foregoing, under these oirewn- 
■taaeee, a more eligible situation, was 1 indebted for the 
means of opening at the appointed time, but not with the ap- 
pointed piece. The " Bronze Horse" was not produced until 
the 8lBt of August; and is th^^rst piece upon record that 
ever ran fifty nights, in one season, in the city of Philadelphia. 

I onened on Saturday, the 27th of August, with the '* Fate 
of O^ais,'^ and the ^ May Queen." The mxm ^^^^ by the 
■aiaetmdaet of these act<^ proved a soorop <4^profit on the 
aaasan, whieh, for the first time, netted nearly five thonna4 
Mlart; iJieiseeaw of the ^ Bwaife Hofie" zendenng i4 a»- 
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n«oeaary for me to supply the place of any of the delinqneiits 
until after Christmas. ** Verily^ oat of evil sometimes cometii 
good.** Bussel Smith increased his reputation tenfold by the 
scenery ; and repaired to Boston, to the New Theatre, (The 
Lion,) to paint the scenery, and also superintend the ma- 
ohinery. ICr. John Wiser supplied his place daring his 
absence ; and in the. Walnut Street Theatre acquired the first 
practical lessons in the art of scene-painting, in which he, also, 
has become an adept. 

Booth was the first star, commencing with the " Stranger," 
on the 6th of September. 1 did not wish to break off the 
connection of Booth's name and the Walnut Street Theatre, 
or I should have declined this engagement ; it was paying a 
premium to keep him from performing at any other theatre 
u the d<7. Mr. and Kiss Cooper followed— the "Bronze 
Horse*' stUl continuing his career. On the 3rd of October, 
Mr. Finn appeared in the '' Clandestine Marriage;" an actor, 
whose dreadful £ftte in the Lexington steam-boat makes his a 
name which never will be forgotten. To me he addressed the 
last letter he ever wrote upon the subject of theatricals, and, 
in all probability, the last he ever penned; and I cannot do 
better than subjoin it, although it was two years from the 
present time. He was ice-bound on the western side of the 
Alleghany mountains, and from Pittsburgh had addressed me 
a letter of complaint ; the subject of which I was anxious to 
remove. He remained to act (as he passed through Phila- 
delphia, returning fr«|n that unfortunate engagement), for 
Celeste's benefit, at the Chesnut Street Theatre ; and, so de- 
layed, became a passenger on board the Lexington ; whethec 
perishing by fire or water has never been ascertained. 

" United States Hotel, Saturday Evening. 

" Dear Wxmtbs, 

" I did not receive your letter till after I had finished acting, or 
should have replied before. 

" I think my explanation of circumstances will exonerate Mr. Jackson 
ftom having unnecessarily communicated the contents of your 'confl« 
dential letter.* From the tenure of your first letter, he naturally con- 
cluded it was left optional with him to renew ; which he bad no hesitation 
in doing, previous to the receipt of your counteracting letter; and on my 
claiming the fulfilment of that promise, he was obliged^ in self defence, 
to state your sentiments. Nor did he consent to make another engage- 
ment till the Wednesday following, and then only after consulting with 
Mr. Simpson. 

" Vou admit that the failure of the mails was the cause of his not re- 
ceiving the one assenting to the renewal. This did not reach him till last 
Sunday; but what was he to do, in the absence of all information, but 
decide for the best? i pass by the circumstance of taking a long, «x- 
pwitlve, and hasardous Journey; the one flrom Pitfesbuigh being the moit 
dread«Wleverencount«ied^twonightiout,In an open bo«d box, balC 



bosse to dMth, a&d nMily buried in mow-— because they were the fiiit« 
though MYere penances, for committing a most glaring act of folly. I 
took exception to what seemed a capricious movement without sufficient 
notlTe, because the time subsequent to the expiration of the first week 
was unfilled by any one else, and had, (appArently, at least,) a wish to 
exclude me from participating in the next, for the mere purpose of ex- 
clusion. I have no reason to complain of Pittsburgh s bad as it was, it 
was better than I anticipated ; the people sufftring, and those who could 
aflbrd to pay for amusement preferred sleighing. In better times, and at 
another season, I have no doubt the arrangement— even after sharing 150 
dollars— would have been a paying, one; but I am convinced it is the 
wrong season for Pittsburgh. The navigation is stopped, there are no 
boatmen or travellers, the labouring classes are out of employ, and I defy 
the power of any professional locomotive to draw them. 

" Mr. Jackson told me the whole of your communication about myself^ 
' also the words, until you hear from me again ;' but this did not alter the 
position in whidi I was placed, because we had no reason to suppose that 
it would be in two days, as you did not state when. It is evident there 
was a conspiracy of the elements to thwart our prospects, in which I was 
a material sufferer in mind, body, and estate; and we can only fall back 
upon the melancholy consolation afforded by the proverb, < bad now« 
better another time;' but that other time must be the better by being 
milder. 

" Yours ever (December excepted), 

*' HsKBY J. Finn,** 

Old nflsooiationa had rendered me anzions to continue in the 
good opinion of Finn. Strange as it ma7 appear, he had been 
the tragedy hero of Batler's Company; had been at the Hay- 
market Theatre, in London, where he was the original Thomas 
IB the " Sleep Walker/' and by his excellent acting of an inng- 
nifioant part, aided materially in the snccees of the piece. He 
then returned to his native country, (for Finn was an Ameri- 
can actor, although he never laid claim to any indulgence ui>on 
that score, but stood before his audience on his own merit,) 
and became one of the managers of the old Federal Street 
Theatre in Boston, and finally a "Star," and one of the bright- 
est in the galaxy. No one need shrink to have their merits 
weighed by the standard that gave p»re-eminence to Finn : his 
Lord Ogilby, his Philip Garbois, his Paul Schack, his Beau 
Chatterley, have never been equalled on the American stage ; 
and although it has latterly been the fashion to laugh at his 
Hamlet and his Bomeo, I have seen them worse acted by gentle- 
men who claim the dignified appellation of tragedians. During 
this engagement, he acted Lord Ogilby, Paul Pry, Philip 
Garbois, Paul Schack, Br. Pangloss, Billy Black, Beau Ohat- 
terley, Mawworm, Jack Humpluies, and Bichard the Third ! I 

On the 12th of October, Mr. and Mrs. Teman played a short 
and profitable engagement, proving that it maybe advantage* 
XV 5 
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U dflMtnil horn tiio siilH nA «lMMi» IMW 

ffromidliitlwMiiMoitj* NoaMandentaadiiliisMiapibaft 
lb. S. f ovM8t, wlio tri«8 tlie market all wund, and iometUMi^ 
^tfaougli rarely, refttaes a &«<<«• ftfth worse offer, by tbia niaaa 
keeping up the excitement tfaat ad<ifl to hU popularity. 

Jtr.,Mra., ^nd Charlotte Barijes^ pl^ed three or fbur ni^fht^ 
lU^d ^ow the " Brouze Horse'* was suflfered to yeat, to TOft^e wi^y 
for « I^^^tte,*' the piepe whioh 9^U*ed t)w 4«^ructi(U* of t||0 
$owe?y Theatre, New VorJs. ia 1836, and tl»e a^inouu^eflyk 
<if whioh bere ereated more than usual oxeitomeai It W4B 
Arft aoted on Friday, Ootober 28th, ike auditnoe laaviim 4^ 
ibeatrd witb a detennUaiioa to bi« 14 on tbe following nif lit. 
But a few judiokms alterations, tbe obief one tbe arpaii|tment 
<^ tlie Pime'9 Island, filtered tbQ sentence. Wbitt firaed m 
ttbnally on the previous nigbt was receired with cheers OU iv 
Hmnd repr^4aUpA, ^nd *eep$ pgesession of the stajre to ^ 
pir^s^nt U(P^$ W ft favoriri^e dr^m^ It Fas played foj; tw^Vitf' 
mfi iMght#: Goo^V, 5tol» WUli^, m^ Krs. Preston, ?iot fiw- 
gettkig Wo^hull, gained wndk oredit, wbil* Peroira)* j^ 
vbAiH it was patohed tqgallier^ as Ou4joa^ mads quite a faTDur- 
able impression on his audience. The music was well selMtad, 
and what Is of more importaatse^ w«ll sung ; and no piece could 
be more satlsfbdtory to the management, after having so nar< 
rowly escaped total damnation. 

Oa the eventful 7tb of November, tbe night tbe Pennsyl* 
Tftnia Theatre opened, " Lafitt^" was played at tbe Walnut 
Street to 628 dollars, a proof that the audience who support 
it, do not come in such numbers as supposed from tbe northern 
Liberties; a little tact and better judgment in tbe building, 
would bare rendered a Theatre of their own profitable. I was 
very sanguine in my bopes, and felt tbe disappointment : it 
crippled my resources. But tbe general crash, — suspension of 
bank payments, desolation and ruin in the community,— net 
tbe building of this place, from tbe loss of which I hid •gtst' 
feetly recovered,-^-caused my future difficulties. 

On tbo 18th of December, Mr. Denviile, a gentleman wbom 
I bad known witb Hacready under the name of Btuart* ap- 
peared in a well* written drama, entitled " MineralL" In wl^t 
position to plaoe bim as an actor, would puszlea Pbiladelphia 
Uwyer : at one moment be would strike out some point bo a« 
oellent, that tbe audience testiiied their apnrobfttion in a 
burst of genuine applause, tbe sound of wbioli bad aoaioeljF 
subsided, when be would do something so totally ridioolous, as 
to raise doubts as to bis sanity ; and to laughed at, and to ap- 

? lauded, be continued to aot for six nigbts^wben Bicbard tiie 
'hird and Bhylock convinced tbe audience be was nan eomooM 
mmHt, in whioh opinion, however reluctantly, I am oompelied 
to aequiesoo. Boon got up ''Manfrod" for bim and Wm 



igSATBIOAL BIOOBAPHT; $f*t 

CUfton at Braiy Lane, wbioh had a moet sacoeBsfnl ran, and 
^ere ended hia reputation as '' a star." 

After a short interval, daring which hammer, paint, and 
nails were busily employed, " Thai aba" was placed before th^ 
audience on Monday, the 20th of February, producing in six 
nights, 3285 dollars, the greatest average of any piece I ever 
played at the Walnut Street Theatre. It did not cost one-third 
of the money expended upon ** Zanthe," bringing a return, aS 
compared to that much- talked- uf drama, into the treasury, 
during the run, of more than double the amount of money. 
On the 20th of March, David Paul Brown's play of ** St Paul 
the Prophet," was acted for Conner's benefit to 728 doilara. 
How the accomplished author, who was present, bore the 
l^utchery, — for it was worse than murder, — of this his second- 
born, lives in his own recollection. Whatever he thought, he 
uttered no complaints ; but I will entrust him wit|i a secret^ 
which, if he continues to write for the stage, may atone for the 
piortification he must have endured, and prevent the posai* 
bility of a similar occurrence: Never permit a play to be 
brought forward for an actor* s benefit nighit—it never does re- 
ceive the necessary attention, either of scenery or dresses, added 
to which the performers seldom know the words of their parts, 
and more than two rehearsals can never be obtained. The 
manager feeling no interest in the result, beyond receiving his 
nightly charges for the incidental expenses of the theatre, will 
not lay aside his own business to promote the advantage ez" 
plusivel^ of one member of his Company. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

A Liberal oflbr! Suspension of Specie Payments. Mrs. H.Lewis. <*The 
Vision of the Sun.** Conner, as Richard the Third. Mr. Walboumt. 
His Failure. The Ravet Family. An Amusing Deciaratioa. 1^ 
Forrest. Mr. and Mrs. Keeley. Miss EUen Tree. Mn. Gihbfc 
Cooke's New Circus in Philadelphia. Mr. Vandenofi Public JDiwMr 
to B. Foneit. Non-attendance of the Pxo£eiiioii. 

Ov thedlst day of July, 1837, my first lease of three years ex- 
pired. The gas was to be introduced at the Cheaaut Theatre in 
the iiUl, and I also wished the stockholders to introduce it in- 
to the Walnut St Theatre at the same time. Whether it was 
finesse on the part of Mr. H. G. Freeman, who, although only 
the treasurer, was in fact the sole director of the place ; or 
whether it emanated from the board of directors, consisting of 
Kessrs. Montelius, Wickersham, Peddle, Lajus, Donaldson and 
Vreexoan^ the paspotttion made t9 IB9 was, to renew ]»7 l«Me *t 
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an advance rent of one thousand doUkrB, for one year only, and 
they would introduce the gas. Liberal ! thrice liberal offer. A 
noble return for all my exertions— for all the improvementGi 
I had made to their property — but not an unusual one with 
landlords, and-aasociated companies are the worst of landlords. 
You can fix the evil upon the shoulders of no one individual ; 
but every act of grace is the work of each particular ageni^ 
It would not at that time have answered my purpose to throw 
up the theatre ; but if I had done so, as the result proved, it 
would have saved me from ruin. Mr. Cooke, whose eques- 
trian company had been so successful in Kew York, came 
over to see me, in company with Mr. Amherst, on the subject 
of occupying the Walnut Street Theatre as a circus. My lease 
forbidding me to under-let the theatre, without the written 
permission of the board of agents, rendered it necessary to 
consult those gentlemen. Mr. Oook^ offer was a most liberal 
one — three thousand dollars, for three months, with full se- 
curity, to be deposited in any bank of Philadelphia, nominated 
by the stockholders, to leave the property in the same con- 
dition he should receive it. — The conditions of my lease, re- 
quiring an advance payment of 1000 dollars, and 200 dollars 
per week after that, until all paid, the first payment com- 
mencing at the expiration of one week after the opening for the 
winter season, left the stockholders in advance payment six 
months, from the 31st of January. Unfortunately, all the rent 
was paid before this offer was made ; and, not satisfied with a rent 
wUih they have never received before or since, and the profit 
wliloh would accrue to them from the rent of the bars, which 
would have been 1000 dollars, they refused their assent, un- 
less I agreed to pay them 1000 dollars for it. As they had al- 
ready 2000 dollars of mine in their hands, I declined, stating 
at the same time, that if they refused their consent, arrange- 
ments would be made by Mr. Cooke, before he left the city, 
to build a circus in Chesnut Street. Mr. Freeman laughed 
at the idea ; but I had pledged myself to Messrs. M'Intyre and 
Borers, who held control of the lot, in the event of our ne- 
gociation being broken off, that I would bring Mr. Cooke to 
them. I apprised Mr. Henry G. Freeman of the fact ; he was 
still obstinate, reminding me of the lawyer introducing his 
client : « I send you a fat goose, pluck him, he will bear it.** 
But I was tired of being plucked in so barefaced a manner. 
The stockholders of the Walnut Street Theatre, or their agents^ 
were the sole cause of the erection of Cooke's cirous^ since 
altered by Burton, and now possessed by Welsh and Co., Mr. 
Cooke was anxious to occupy the Walnut Street Theatre: the 
fame of his New York exploits had made the citizens of Phila- 
delphia anxious to see him. The avarice of Mr. H. G. Free- 
man and his associates forced him to erect another bwl<Ung, 
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I introdaoed him to the gentlemen named above, and all the 
preliminary arrangements were made before Mr. Cooke left 
the oity. When past recal, the agents told me they wonld 
ffive their awent, if I could prevail on Mr. Cooke to stop opera- 
tionff. This 1000 dollars I had denied, they were determined 
to have, and so proposed and so obtained in increase of rent 
for the year 1837, with the fact of a new circus staring me in 
the face by way of a pleasant opposition. This was my punish- 
ment, fool that I wa|, with a building in the city, of my own, 
which might have answered my purpose, until I could obtain 
a better one. I should have said " no ;" as it was, for 12 or 
1400 dollars outlay in ga« fixtures the stockholders received 
an interest of 1000 dollars per year * ! ! Is it wonderful the 
manager should have been ruined ? He ought to have been a 
wiser man, and said, " no : the gas I must have, but I wiU pay 
no more rent; or, at most, the interest on the cost of intro- 
ducing iV* — and / wouH have got it. But, throughout my whole 
dealings with the board of agents, the more I yielded, the 
more they demanded, until, provoked by insolence, I hastily 
severed a connexion, in which they seemed to think I had too- 
large a stake, to be driven away from the poBseasion, so long 
as it was in my power to retain it. 

While Cooke was erecting his building, I made up my mind 
to a long summer season and a late opening in the fall. Here 
again I decided wroug. My season could not have been 
worse ; and, by not being open at the usual time, the pit audi- 
ence had found another place of amusement ; and thus the 
main support of the Walnut Street Theatre was for the pre- 
sent destroyed. 

In proceeding to Pittsburgh, I adopted the resolution of 
having no Stars ; but taking my whole Walnut Street Com- 
pany to produce, in rapid succession, those pieces which had 
been most successftd in Philadelphia ; and Kussel Smith and 
his brother were staged off, one month in advance, to prepare 
the scenery. 

On the 10th of April, I opened to 300 dollars. Mr. Conner 
not arriving, the Wrecker's Daughter was changed to the 
Stranger ; and so well was the play acted, that, for once^ the 
Pittsburghers burst out into a hosannah for their manager. 
This was, numerically, the strongest company ever seen in 
the Iron City, accompanied by the adjunct, for the fint time, 
of a corps de ballet. The company with which I opened the 
theatre possessed more talent ; but the orchestra never was so 
complete, and now the efforts of actors were appreciated, not 
as four years affo, laughed at. The first week's business pro- 
duced sixteen nundred and twenty-three dollars and seventy- 
five cents, or an average of two hundred and seventy dollars 
per night 



Well iffoe, ViMmrghr^iUB, too, witliout the aid of » Sti^., 
the fint dramft was « Zaathe/ not liked ; a little grumbling ; 
bat the firof. nigbt'8 receipts 423 dollars 37 cents. The 
]i0x:t was ^La&tto"— houe» 461 dollars 87 cents; a great 
hit. Then oaau) tke " iironze Horse ;** but, as if from jperver* 
wUp, it was pronouQced " a huml^ug,*' and the manager's cha.^ 
jacter» in consequence, at fifty per cent, discount. It was ex* 
cellently done. Bat the secret, it must be told : Madame Ce- 
leste, on her way to the Weit, had arrived, wanted to play, 
and ker services were declined ! ! ! She, or rather her husband. 
Elliot, went grambiing on his way. leaving me to meet all 
sorts of *' bUssinffs" for my refusal. But I had determined no 
B4ar ^ould act during this season ; for I well knew, if I took 
one, I must, perforce, take all the rest^ or give offence. Be- 
sides. I had, at a very early period of my management, mad^ 
known to all thise '' wanderers" that, as my time in Pittsburgh 
was always limited to a certain numljf r of weeks, announced 
at the beginning of the season, they must make their engage- 
meats with me before I left Philadelphia, or make up their 
''boohs** without Pittsburgh. To this rule I rigidly adhered ; 
and to that, mere than any other cause, were the citizens of 
Pittsburgh indebted for the visits of the brightest Stars, wMl^ 
their fame was at its height. Serjeant Talfourd's play of " Ion," 
brought one good house ; and ''liTorman LeaUe/* four ;-^ulte 
eomplimentary to my pride as an author. 

"The Jewess,'* 'on the 13th of May, brought 358 dollaxB 
62 cents, with an excellent box sheet for Monday ; but here. 
a "malignant star*' crossed my path. On Sunday, the 14th^ I 
first heard of — thb Suspension of Specie Payments ; and, on 
the 15th of May, actually turned from the doors over 200 
dollars, for vant of change. Such a row— such swearing — 
some at the banks, others at the theatre,--all declaring I had 
specie enough and would uot pay it out. I might have had 
apeoie for 3QQ dollars I had deposited with Mr. Cooke that 
morning, which I could have had, and as much more, for ask- 
ing ; but I was so amused by the quaint speeches— haif funny, 
half threatening, that I heard at his counter during the day 
— as every new refusal for change was answered with— banloi 
atoi^ped payment, that I forgot my own business, until the 
doooDs of the theatre opened, and I found myself in a very 
awkward predicament. One hundred dollars of specie, which 
I promised to return in the morning, was aU I could raise ; 
and I only made bad worse by paying that out. If the thought 
had only struck me in the afternoon, I might have sold tickets 
by the handful, by promising silver in change to parties of 
four or more, that is, a front bench. Under this arrangement 
<— during the panic — I might have filled the house every night 
at the slight oost of '« thirty dollars disgoaut.** Two handml 



mi ftfty iAhm of speoie, iiigli%, w*i|id luwt SiowNa m« 
ftTO handr«d dollftn per niffbt. How leaiiljr ft misiake may be 
pointed out, after tbe faofc OMomes appareot to every one. It 
waa a decided mias ; for the oitizena had the theatrical mania 
«o strong upon them at this time, that, apede or no specie, 
they were determined to come, buying two tickets, one fx 
present, one for fature use, when they could not obtaiA change 
for their notes. 

Mr. James Wallack was permitted to pass tbrouffb without 
being allowed to play, declaring it was the fiat nme in bis 
life a manager bad oyer refused bis proffered servioes, in a 
mty in whicb be had noTer acted. My worthy friend, Finn, 
also used his rhetoric, to convince me I ought to relax in his 
favour; and, when I would not, '* then," aud be, *' I'll relax 
Ib yours— dine with me, and I will make yon drank, if I can, 
out of spite." I don*t know whether he kept bis word : but 
I saw him comfortably fealed in the stage, at four o^o<dc in 
tiie morning, on bis way East. 

" The Jew^fas,** was below par. '^Thalaba'' mustered only 
350 dollars : and the " Last Days of Pompeii,*' 218 doUan ; 
<' The Star Spangled Banner,"2^7 dollars ; and ^< Abon Hassan,'* 
fir my benefit, on the 3d of June, 1837, only 1 75 dollars. Koca : 
Tkeijf did not hiu me ^k^t season-^thit accounts for the hadnets 
of the house t U 

Thus was the most brilliant season ever anticipated cut 
abort, by a circumstance which oould neither be fbreseen or 
prevented, in which I had not the slightest yenoy; but, like 
many more, was finally engulpbed in ruin, without even sym- 
pathy, while the course of the banks wasle^aliaed, or galvanized. 
They were suffered to proceed with their b^^ess, without 
interruption — no charter was declared forfeited. 

This season, with the disasters of the last eighteen nights, 
produced ten thousand seven hundred and forty<six dollars, 
making an average 233 dollars 75 cents per night ; but at one 
time the average was over 300 dollars, and a prospect of ocm- 
tinuance : but I bad only seen the beginning of the end in 
Pbiladeipbia. I bad the prospect of a season which would 
require saeriftces, which, having so lately escaped from the dif- 
fiomtiea of building the Pennsylvania Theatre, 1 was not pie- 
pared to meet. 

To prepare for the oentinuaaoe of my season, so as to avoid, 
if posidble, the success which every body anticipated to attend 
the opening of the New Oircus, Aussell Soutb and Landers 
bad been preparing the << Vision of the Sun," with which we 
were to have opened : but delay— excitement out of doors— 
always apathy within— the piece was not ready till the SOtb 
of June. Bo 1 opened the Wakiut Street Theatre on the 
irtb, penuiM^g Coxaer t« »ttonpt lUchwrd tbe TbM 1 1 



238 TBEAXaieAL BEMSAPHT. 

Shade of Shatafpeai^ fozgiTe me I He did ii}— e&d "did it 
hrown.^ The pit boya were TOciferonB in their applause ; and 
he has played it on one or two ocoasiona since, when, I thank 
my lucky stars, I was not present. For " Thalaba/ or *' La- 
fltte/' I want no better or more efficient man ; but the idea 
of Conner, as a tragedian — don't let me pursue it. On the 
39th, Mrs. Henry Lewis, an actress of the Cobourg school, but 
a good one, and one whose value I appreciate, opened in Bianoa, 
in " Faslo." On the following evening, she played Matilda, 
in the <' French Spy;" she also playecr Bichard the Third, 
Yirginius, and Othello ; and to say how the audience liked 
her, is only to say, she had 472 dollars on her benefit night, 
notwithstanding the thermometer was ranging at 82®, a 
pretty good priraf of success. 

" The Yisionof the Sun" had been looked for and expected, 
aa the opening piece : the scenery, machineiy, &e., could not 
be excelled. But the disappointment— always throwing cold 
water upon any piece — showed me the receipts of oite h%utdr^ 
and fifty-four dollars, as the first return of apiece, the last 
scene ot which cost nearly three times the money. The 
second night^Saturday night, too, was twenty dollars worse. 
On the 4th of July, it was to 456 dollars, and the followihg 
night 97 dollars. It was played altogether ten nights, two 
of which, the 4th of July and the 18th— the night the Penn< 
sylvania was launched— produced 1009 dollars 75 cents. Any 
other piece would have possibly produced more on these two 
holiday gala nights; and the other eight nights, collectively, 
yielded 961 dollars 25 cents. A heavy blow to the treasury. 
''Damn the Banks" — all caused by the banks. This was the 
general cry, and why not join it : for, seriously, they deserved 
a little harder treatment than harsh words. 

Monday, the 10th of June, introduced to the Philadelphia 
audience one of the most astonishing men that ever trod the 
stage, whose fame was made by and expired with Tom and 
Jerry. 

Mr. Walboume was the original Dusty Bob ; and Pieroe 
Egan, in his " Life of an Actor," classes his performanoe of 
this part, as giving him a title in the niche of fame be- 
side John Eemble, Mrs. Siddons, and all the great aotora 
contained in his "Catalogue of Parts Acted"— which can 
never be forgotten by those who witnessed them. Here is the 
note, page 14 :— <<Mr. Walboume's personation of Dusty Bob 
has been unanimously decided by the public, as one of, if not 
the greatest triumph of the histrionic art ever exhibited upon 
the stage." Kean, the first tragedian of the day, with the 
utmost liberality, gave it as his opinion that, during the 
whole course of hia theatrical career, he had never seen any 
peiformanee equal to it, Mw^leD, a oamio aetor of gr^t 
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oelebritji exclaimed — " Gk>od hearens f is it possible— do not 
my eyes deceive me? Moat certainly, it is a real dustman 
they nare got upon the stage. I am rery sorry the profession 
has descended so low as to be compelled to resort to the streets 
to procure a person of that description, to maintain the 
character.'' He left the house in disgust — nor was it until 
introduced to Mr. Walboume, behind the scenes, that he 
would believe it was an actor. Further praise than this is- 
superfluous. 

Booth played a few* nights, and then with J. B. Soott. 
Henry G. Pearson, formerly of Philadelphia, now of the New 
Orleans Theatre, also played with Scott ; but his acting ap- 
peared to the audience an attempt at burlesque. If such 
was his motive, he was most successfd; but his reason to 
such a course seems mysterious-^veir. 

On the ISth, I opened in Pittsburffh, mUtt the Walnut Street 
company, with " Damon and Phythias," and the "Agreeable 
Surprise.*' On the 16th of September, Mr. Connor resignecl 
his situation, because I would not take Mr. Proctor out of the 
part of Gaulantus, which he had played in Philadelphia- 
quoted precedents never heard of, and, if allowed, only prov* 
ing him to be wrong in the construction placed upon them by 
the usages of all well regulated theatres. I endeavoured to- 
combat this folly in vain ; he was obstinately bent upon carry* 
ing a point which, in the relative position of the two actors, 
would have been unjust to Mr. Proctor in every jMuse. I had 
taken no part in the foolish quarrel, which had driven people 
from the theatre in disgust ; hissing and applauding both of 
them every night ; and I resolved I would not now mterfere* 
To Mr. Connor I had resigned my position in the; theatre as 
an actor, permitting him to play all the light comedy, as well 
as the leading melo-drama. He had become a great fkvourite ; 
and at the very time his services were most needed, he thought 
proper to withdraw, which he did, at the close of the season. 
Mrs. Lewis, the Bavel family, (with Gabriel,) the Ninth Won- 
der of the World, Master Meer, Mr. Marble, and Master Burke, 
were the stars of the season, which closed on the 4 th of No- 
vember, 1887 ; when they paid me their usual compliment of 
hissing, which they neglected last season, and gave me 878 
dollars for my benefit. There was nothing heard but—how 
bad the company is— nothing to compare to last season; until; 
one Sunday afternoon, when the subject was being discussed^ 
I asked for a sheet of paper, recapitulated all the names, and, 
to the utter confasion of the grumblers, proved that they had 
only lost Mr. and Mrs. Green, and had acquired Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert, Mr. and Mrs. Meer, and Mr. and Mrs. Kent. To their 
being caught in this trap, I owed the exertion they made for 
my benefit night ; for Pittsburgh was labouxing uzider fright- 
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and almost tatal abcaaoe oi speaia fnnda in tbair biiam«i 
tranaaotiona. Kotwithai»adicg thia wsaeral dapireuion, im 
aayan weaka and a half I took lOfiOi dollan— an averaga of 
2i0 doUaza par night It ia trua I paid to the Bavel Family 
their own terma, and the other atus zaoeived a conaiderabla 
portion of the money ; bnt I hare wiah to draw a oompariaoQu 
being forty-aix nighta in Httabnrgh, and the aame number ol 
nights in Philadelphia, the Walnut Street Theatre haviiag 
b^ dosed during the time the oompany were in Pittsburgh ; 
7»9^ dolhua— an a¥«raj9^ of 172 dollars 60 canta ; a differenoa 
in fiiyour af t)ie small ai^ oyer the large one of 57 doUara 
cants per 'nighty nothwithatanding Booth, Eioe, (Jim Crow), 
Marble, Gonox>r, Murdooh, and Soott, and a new scenic piepa ; 
and, strange as it may appear, Booth's benefit yielded 475 dol- 
lara 70 eants, and mj own, the following nigh^ 483 dollars 25 
cents— *6qual to 969 dollars, in two nights, or one-eighth part 
of the whole amouinl pf the forty six nights* receipts 1 ! Thia 
was penarally the esse ; the money made in Pittsburgh waa 
lost m the Walnut Street Theatre ; whose doors mast ha^e 
oLoaed but for the timely aid received, in cash, from my 
western friends ; yet it ia but justice to state, tba^ the ex« 
penditure for produsing pieces, in the regular course of 
busineas, was charged to the account of the Walnut Street 
Theatre— the Pittsburgh Theatre receiving the advantage 
derived from aoenery and properties, also dresses; and, moat 
of all, the travelling reputation of such pieces as '* Zantheb" 
<< Thalaba,** ** liTorman Leslie," &o., &;c. For many aeasona^ 
Pittsburgh was a souree of profit and pleasure; but when the 
tide did turn, I must show a different statement for forty-aiz 
liahta» Looked in by ise on the Ohio, Alleghany, and Monoiki 
gahala rivers, shut out by snow upon the mountains, 2,308 dol- 
lars was all that was reoeived during forty-six niffhts of a winter 
aeaaon, at the doors of the Pittsburgh Theatre ! Unfortunately, 
the Walnut Street Theatre could not return the compliment 
of a cash remittance, to make good the deficiency; the 
season in Philadelphia being almost equally disastrous during 
the severity of this more than usually aevere winter of 
1889-1840. 

The Cheanut Street Theatre opened, for the fall aeaaon of 
1886, on the 20th of Augast; Mr. Bobert Hamilton, Mr. 
Brunton, Mr. Lindsay, Mrs. Broad, and Misa Morgan, were 
announced as additions to the regular stock company ; with 
Power, Mr. and Mrs. Keeley, Ellen Tree, Madame Celeata, Miff 
PhiUps, James Wallaok, Dowton, and Gabriel Baye]« with a 
French troupe. 

General Harrises visited tha Cheanut Street Thaatra^ to 
witness Power'a tot appaaiiBMa fiMT »a aeaaan, ia th9 '< Ii^ 
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Ma. A]r]> Miflk KEHLET 

app«|»id, iii8 forjn«r as Pdi«r Spyke in a << Loan of a Lotver^' 
and ftbe latter ai Lnailla in a drama af that name, aad 6ter« 
trada in the farce. LiUle Bob Se^^, and his itiQ lopa wift^ 
Mvm 0owar€fc^) weva a pair of tartl« doves wprth caging. Ha 
» not the &a\y actor who owm his first approach to fiuiM to 
^Tom and Jerry.'* His admirable petformaaee of Jeauny 
Chreen. was one of the gems of the piece ; ^ckly bringing the 
representative before the audience, as an actor posasssad of 
more genius than heretofore conceded by the public. He was 
transplanted to the Snglish Opera HonSfl^ where he became a 
nniversal favourite. Mrs. Keeley was there received nightly 
with smiling faces, aad applauding bandi^ as the ioubrett«u 
worthy of a place by the side of Miss Fanay Kelly, iiapartiog 
8«eh a vigour of colouring to every part she undsrtool!, as to 
win thehearls of all, both male aad female. The popuUnty 
<Kf the Keeleys in London induced the offers, which for a timf 
placed them before an American audience ; where, if in a pa^ 
enadary point of view they were not benefitted as largely as 
they riiould have been, they have left a repntation whicbf 
should they again visit the United States, will make them the 
moat profitable stars a manager can engage. Ualbrtunately^ 
it was not until they were on the point of leaving us, the 
aadienee began to appreciate their value, and utter aaeleas 
regrets that they had not availed themsdves of the opporfta- 
alty offierod, to witness the performance of these talinited 
aitiats, who must have returned to England with no very 
high idea of the judgment of our citizens in theatrical affaixai 
T&sy oontinaed to act during their first engagement in Phila- 
delphia, until the 2&th of October, when they were followad 
by Mr. James Wallack and Miss Clifton. * 

The Bowery Theatre in New York having been burnt te 
tke ground after the second performance of " Lafitte," on the 
2Srd of September, a dramatic festival took place within the 
national Theatre, (Thomas Flinn, the manager,) as a fareweU 
benefit to Mr. Thomas Hamilton : and no one ever better de- 
served sueh a compliment, for his integrity in all busiaeas 
transactions ; the 15th of November the nsght selected— the 
volunteers on the occasion, Power, Bowton, Hackett, George 
Barrett, Miss Clifton, Miss Watson, Madame Celeste, HambliB, 
and Miss Charlotte Cushman, who sung ** The Open Sea ;" the 
pieces—" Henry the Fourth," « Wept of the Wept-on-Wish»" 
ted *f l&raa Weala after Maniage.? 



236 THKATBICAL BlO^BAPRri 

On the 28ih of Kovember, Celeste prodaced ''Lft Bayadere,*' 
under the title of '' The Maid of Cashmere/ which has re- 
tained its hold in the affections of the people froin that date. 
On the 6th of December, Talfourd's play of " Ion" was first 
acted in America at the Walnut Street Theatre / Mrs. Teman 
being the original representative in the United States. For 
the copy of the play I was indebted to Fierce Bntler, Esq. 

On the 17th of December, Celeste took another farewell 
benefit, (Query,— what number was this % I have lost count,) 
and on the 20th, the Bavel family, with the immortal Gabriel, 
commenced a career in Philadelphia, closing the year 1836 in 
a perfect blaze of theatrical success. The Ist of January, 
1837, fell upon a Sunday, and the new year introduced as 
Julia, in the '* Hunchback^" 

Miss ELLEN TBEE: 

an actress who does not impress her audience yiolentl^ in her 
fiiYour at first, but gradually increases in their estimation, 
until finally having obtained a place in their hearts, there she 
remains in defiance of their oetter judgment. She must 
pardon me if I do not entertain so great an opinion of her 
talent as many of my contemporaries : my .admiration of her 
sister. Miss M. Tree, (Mrs. Bradshaw,) whose performance of 
Glari and Zsdde, in the '' Law of Java," placed her so high in 
my estimation as a tragic actress, that I forgot her fame as a 
singer in my eulogium upon her acting— may render me an 
unfair judge of her merit; her best points painfully bring to 
my recollection '' the light of other days." I have never seen 
Miss Ellen Tree perform any part in the numerous range of 
characters she sustains, that left such an impression upon my 
mind, as to make me desirous of witnessing it a second time. 
She came to the United States heralded as the beat actress of 
the English stage, (yet strangely enough her great fame in 
England was acquired after, and not previous, to her first visit 
tS America,) which, being tacitly admitted, no critic was un- 
gallant enough to analyse her claim ; besides her charming luf- 
ability in private life turned the heads of half the editors, who 
bit the other half, and thus she triumphantly acquired golden 
opinions everywhere. May she long continue to convert them 
into eagles ! She acted during her first ensragement, Julia, 
Bosalind, Lady Townley, Lecitia Hardy, Mrs. Haller, Mari- 
anna, Beatrice, Juliet, Lady Teazle, rortia, Mrs. Oakley, 
Donna Violante, Juliana, Viola, Donna Olivia, Kate O'Brien, 
imd Mary in the drama of " The Daughter." If variety be 
charming, surely here is enough to charm any one ; few stars 
frvour their visitors with such a list. 
Wrs. Gibbs, formerly Miss Graddon, played for Walton's 
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benefit, in ** Cinderella," on the 25th of Jannaiy, and MiiB 
Grove, on the SOth, played Juliet. On the 14th of February, 
1837, poor Bowbotham, one of the firm of Maywood and Co., 
died. He was one of my oldest theatrical friends : I induced 
him to croas the Atlantic, in 1827. Few acton have left be- 
hind them a name more universally respected. His loss will 
be severely felt in the Chesnut Street Theatre, as an able and 
strict drill Serjeant. 

The Arch Street opened on the Ist of May, 1837, iirith 
« Paul Pry** and the " May Queen." Power, James Wallack, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eeely, Miss Ellen Tree, the Bavel Familv, Miss 
Turpin, and Celeste, all played short engagements; the last 
named, ladv dosuiff the theatre on the 8th of July, with ano- 
ther final leave of her American friends, written by a deaf and 
dumb poet, and presented to Celeste by General Morris, of the 
Jfew Tori Mirror, as the play-bills politely informed us. 

The Chesnut Street Theatre opened for the fall season, fuU 
of mystery. Not a star announced as engaged, but brilliantly 
lighted with gas on the 18th of August, 1837; the play, 
"Every one has his Fault*' in which Mr. Harrington, one of 
the most sensible actors to be found among us, made his first 
appearance as Lord Norland, assuming a position which he 
held while he remained in the United States. On the 29th, 
the Budget promised made its appearance : E. Forrest, Hackett, 
Bice, (Jim Crow,) Ellen Tree, Charles Horn, Bedouin Arabs^ 
Miss Horton, Mr. Brough, and Mr. and Mrs. Wood. 

To oppose this galaxy, was offered the horses, ponies, clowns^ 
and equestrians of 

COOKE'S NEW CIRCIJS. 

whioh opened on the 28th of August, 1837— the most perfect 
affair of the kind yet offered for support in Philadelphia ; but 
as the Yankees never saw anything upon which their inven- 
tive genius could not improve, so the style so new to them was, 
before Cooke's departure, thrown entirely in the shade. He 
had opened the eyes of Welsh, Raymond, Bancker, and other 
equestrian managers, and discovered to them a mine of wealth, 
which they have been working successfully ever since. No 
foreign circus can ever again compete with them — so it should 
be ; and their enterprise and energy deserve the success they 
have met. For a short period the circus was the rage, the 
fashion, the everything. It continued open until the 21st of 
December, when, followed by the good wishes of the conmiu- 
nity, Cooke, and the different members attached to his esta- 
blishment, proceed to Baltimore to reap fresh honours. 

Miss Horton was the first star of the season at the Chesnut 
Biiieet Theatre; i9h9 »ppeMed as Ciaderelto on the 30(h of 
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A«|fbi*4 Hili'HMbtatefldlTaiikeeflOiB^diuiirtrABthtiiMBl; 
ikM Jiolto 8m#h6y ft fMiteel eomeilftA of the fint xBrnk*, te 
played Bob A<»« and Banw Frederick WilUagkiuBt, o«i tie 
Utk ef BepteAber, indutjiiig Mr. W. B. MTood te remark, «tel 
lie belonged to the breed of aetore that he feared was e&- 
tinet^great pra&ae, Mr. Browne, from such asonree. I nerer 
heard a fault fonnd with Mr. Brownet) acting bjany person in 
the city ; but I do not recollect ever to hate seen him pU^^ 
except upon the oceasion of some actot^ benefit, to m tolerably 
filled house : indeed it was one beggarly aoeonnt of empty 
boxes succeeding another, each night of his etigagement— « 
striking proof thftt Philadelphia has receded from the high 
and honourable post she once occapied, whi(A induced aefton 
to look up to her decision of their talent as the pass-word to 
tuccess. Alas! the same educated class of society zurely 
darken the doors of the theatre ; and I fear the hried of thie 
audience, as well as the actors, is fMt becoming extinct. On 
the 25th of September, Miss Ellen Tree played a rovnd of her 
fil^Tonrite characters, and on the 9th of October one of the mcBt 
extraordinary men belonging to the stage appeared among ua— 

Ma. VANDJBKHOFF. 

This gentleman for many years enjoyed a high reiKitation as 
aa actor, in Livetpool and Manenester. In ah evil heuiv 
anxious to inerease his fame, he accepted an engagement at 
iOoTCnt Garden Theatre, where he made his appearanoa as 
King Lear. The press treated him with much seveiity, but 
with more civility than the audience. The manager, disap- 
pointed in his expectations, tried every annoyance to induce 
him to abandon his contract. I remember seeing him in a 
fevy indifferent melo-diama, founded upon Scott^ aovel of 
*'K6nllworth>** in which he acted the part of Lneester, the 
tfodience hissing him regularly as he left the stage. If iAth 
also was a managerial device, it failed ; he had erideatly made 
up his mind to receive, at least, the wages of his fall. His 
look of indignation plainly said, ** Insult me if you pleasis, I 
am defenceless; but I can*t afford to relinquish my bond: the 
«overeigns I must have ,-" and he get them. A eonpromise 
%o^ pUce ; fbr a stated sum of money he -agreed to leave tiM 
theatre. He returned to the countiy, hoping to receive from 
his former patrons i^rmpathy and support. Here he w« 
doomed to meet another disappointment. The fate of all unsuo- 
ettftful aspirants for theatrical honours awaited him. During 
his absence Mr. Salter had so well supplied his {daoe, that the 
audience would uot permit the managers to diMhai^e him, or 
ie f lace hfah again in a «ecend-«ate positiott, to laake an apen- 
ItofM their «»iMsc(Em«rite. «itej»>iitftgnicftlidtke49i^^ 



flowed, dnwn hy tlie fist inBtedd of the sword, of tho opponent!. 
Is 1822, eterf dead pieoe of wait in Manohester bore on in- 
Boription : Salter for ever—Vandenhqf for ewr^^Jfo r«J9CUd 
Aetars — giving the town an appearanee of an election, during * 
the diaocmion of some popular question. In Manoheiter, 
Salter was the faTodrite, but in Lirerpool the odda were as 
decidedly in favour of Yandenhoff. The managers were com- 
pelled to retain both the actors— at Liverpool Yandenhoff 
taking the lead, and in Manohester Baiter was to be the hero. 
After a short lapse of time, Yandenhoff returned to London, 
making now the fik^market the soene of trial, with no better 
success : but with the iron nerve of a man of genius, conscious 
of having been unfairly treated, he made the third attempt, 
end succeeded, being considered one of the best tragedians of 
tile English stage— indeed we may class him next to Mr. 
Ifacready. Not liaTing been announced at the commencement 
ef the season, he appeared without the usual preparation of 
pnff, puft p«jf« As an actor of cold declamation, he stands 
vnriTalled— his Oato, and his Adrastus in ** Ion," may be 
quoted as specimens of eXceUenoe. He made his first bow to 
a Philadelphia audience in Ooriolanua, producing'neither won- 
der nor displeasure. Mrs. Flynn supported him throughout 
Bis engagement. Jim Orovr (T. Kiee) was the next star. The 
traitor ! the deserter ! the black varmint ! — what induced him 
te go to the Chesftut Street Theatre ? Poor Gumbo Caff f thy 
fame has gone — perished, thy broad humour : converted into 
ft Bond Street dandy— Jtm Crow turned aristocrat ! ! At the 
Walnut Street Theatre, a star of the first magnitude-~on the 
iMwrds oi Chesnut Street, a thing to frighten the audience 
from the boxes. Mr. Bice found this secret out too late: after 
one good engagement— the reward of his English fame,— he 
was consigned with diminished attraction, and almost anni- 
Ufoted popularity, to the minor theatres, which he should 
tnrver have left. All the new farces he brought with him, 
Were formed for the meridian of London : too genteel for 
American negroes, and, oonseqnently, troublesome only to the 
actors, and nnprodaotive to the treasury. Rioe^ excellent 
performance of Othello in the " Black Opera," has redeemed 
Ids reputation. Why don't he associate himself with Palme's 
''Etfaiopean Opera Company V His splendid voice and business 
taet will create for him, under such an arrangement, another 
fortune. 

On the ICth of December, a public dinner was tendered to 
Hr. £. Forrest, by his fellow citizens of Philadelphia, for the 
able maimer in which he had acquitted himself upon the Lon- 
don stage, daittdng as an American, in the metropolis of the 
mmi Mpife^ tlM fight t»b€^fi»oUed tt^auMtoi iritktbeir 
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own Qafriciey Eean, and Kemble. Kioholas Biddle, at this 
time a great man, (alas! for hnnum greatness; had he died 
before the soBpension of specie payments by the banks, what 
a reputation had been his in the history of after ages, — ^now 
* the finger of scorn is pointed at his memory, as a financial 
Charlatan, who, by his wild theory and specidation, rained 
thousands of his countrymen ! ! 1)— was Announced to take the 
chair; but being prevented by sickn6Bs, his place was supplied 
by Chief Justice Gibson, supported by Judge Soger, Mayor 
•Swift, Joseph B. IngersoU, Morton M'Michael, Louis A. Godey, 
£. Holden, &c., &c., &;c. Mr. E. Forrest, and his friend, Mr. 
.Leggett, of New York, being duly introduced by the Commit- 
tee, the good things proyided for the occasion by mine host of 
?the Merchants' Hotel, (Mr. Sanderson,) were dispatched with 
<the usual celerity on such occasions, and the speeches, which 
^ere excellent, commenced. Mayor Swift's allusion to the 
(first attempt of Forrest to act in public, under the influence 
of the laughing gas, at the Tiyoli Garden, in Market Street, 
caosed A roar of laughter, in which no one joined more heartily 
4;han the tragedian himself. Forrest's speech had in the de- 
livery too much of the Metamora style about it, but the mat- 
ter was decidedly good; and although protesting that he was 
no actor here, (at the festive board,) yet he never acted so 
well in his life, as during this reply to the compliments pro- 
fusely showered upon him. 

When a public dinner is given in honour of a naval or a 
inilita]7 hero, their professional brethren are sure to muster 
in their strength,— -nothing but duty can induce them to 
absent themselves : the same " esprit de corps*' governs states- 
men, lawyers, and politicians; but a dinner to an actor, as the 
reward of literary service rendered to his coxmtry, was such 
an unusual event, that the novelty should have induced the 
attendance of every actor who respected his profession — ^their 
numbers should have spoken their feelings in this just cause 
•of triumph to their art. In the days of Jefferson, Francis, 
Warren, and Burke, what a display wpnld have graced this 
table; but while the bar, the press, and even the pulpit, were 
represented fully, the stage alone was numerically absent — 
W. B. Wood, Maywood, myself, E. S. Conner, Charles Porter, 
and Howard the vocalist, were the only members of the pro- 
fession present A deputation should have been there from 
the theatres of Boston, New York, Baltimore, and Wash- 
ington, anxious to avail themselves of such an opportunity o£ 
proving that the stage was, and is, a profession that any man 
of learning might feel proud to embrace. 

Asa compliment to Mr. K Forrest, this dinner was a 
flattering mark of the estimation in which his talent was 
held in m A»tiye wty ; but I flkovXi tayo profono4 rwwdipg 
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that he wafl to be found as the esteemed gaest of those ge&tle- 
men who met here to do him honour at their prirate dvell- 
ingSy giving to the aotor a olaim to the position of a gentle- 
man, in the society of gentlemen, npon terms of admittedi 
equfldity^^respected and respecting. Is this for ever to be 
forbidden ground 1 It has been asserted, tl&at the conduct of 
the foreign actors has been such as to close the doors of society 
against their admission ; but gentlemen, in mercy, visit not 
these sins on the heads of your own countrymen. The time 
is fSut approaching when au your actors will be Americans ; 
give them, then, an inducement to elevate their profession — 
show them that the doors of society are thrown open to them, 
courting their admission. You will find them then rational 
companions, eager to wipe out the stain of vagabondism 
unjustly stunped upon their brow for ages. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Opening of the American Theatre. " The Dettraeilon of Jerusalem. ** 
Introduction to Captain Marryatt. Destruction of Cook's Circus. 
Moyement of Managers in his belialf. Pittsburgh again. Mr. Parsons* 
the actor and preacher. A Curious Letter. A Rebublican Lady. 
Madam Augusta. Bad management of her husband. A Letter of E« 
Forrest's. 

Oh the 15th of November, 1837, I opened the American 
Theatre in Philadelphia, with Booth as Hamlet, followed by 
the farce of the ''Welsh Girl;" receipts, 844 dollars. I had 
hoped, by remaining in Pittsburgh, to have escaped the run 
of success which Cooke commanded with his New Circus ; my 
company, too, had undergone a change not much for the 
better ; Conner had left me for the Chesnut Street Theatre. 
My force stood thus : James Anderson, stage manager, Messrs. 
Hadaway, Proctor, William Warren, C. Porter, Addams, Rice, 
Joseph Smith, Kent, Herbert, Yach^, Grierson, Percival, P. 
Myers, Wemyss, Wilks, Jackson, Mc Conachy, J. Yan Stavo- 
reen, Crouta, and Bannister ; Mesdames Kent, Proctor (Willis,) 
Bannister, Herbert, Wilks ; Misses Warren, Price, C. Priced 
Packard, White, and Buth. 

On Monday, the 20th of November, Bannister's play of the 
"Destruction of Jerusalem," nicknamed the "Destruction of 
the Walnut Street Theatre,*' was produced; the scenery, by 
BusBel Smith, was grand and imposing ; the temple of So- 
lomon, and the market-place of Jeru«Jem, with the last 
scene; an ezaot copy of Mieirtin's piotnre of 3atan in Council^ 





mtptmH ftftytbiJIf I had Men fw e£M. IT&fbrtwiAtely, I 
liiad« Saten an angel of light ; had I f^presented a devil, 
idik hortiB, hoof, and tail, the piece would have sneeeeded; 
bnt a hue and ery was raised l&at it was the spirit of trnth 
and not the spirit of evil I raised. This proved fatal ; pro- 
tMty, sacrilege, oontemj^ of religion, and a catalog ne of nn- 
heard-of crimes Were laid to my charge. Tbe Press thought* 
Uaslj joined the foolish cry ; and after the sixth night, th» 
|iece was withdrawn— yielding, in six nights, 1161 dollars to 
jjay 2700 dollars, a loss, in tho second week of the season, of 
1530 dollatB. On the following Monday, by hard labour, a 
new drama, the ** Deftion of the Desert,'' was prodnced— /ai/«^. 
Mr. Booth was sent for, arrived on the 11th of December, 
and played Richard— Ad also fatUd, By the six nights 
engagement I lost S56 doUars,^ a very pretty beginning of 
a season. Marble played three nights— wor«e and worse ; the 
receipts of the engagement, including his benefit of which he 
received half, amounted to only 321 dollars. Christmas night, 
another new piece, ld6^ dollars ; bnt " ThsBuba'* was not more 
fortunate than its predeesors. A host of benefits followed, 
iitMt of theft hi$-^^^ifoetOT*B aUd Hn. Kent's the only pm- 
fttable on^ I now tried Ported ^e^ant,and Major Stephens 
^ ^Watf'-fto 'use. On the sixttetit night of the aeason I an- 
D/^unced " Scotch Clans and Irish Chieftain^,^ In which Hr. 
Anderson's stage arrangebients were admirable; 'but the 23d 
of January Jixsd their doom. ITothing could succeed ; the 
'* Destmetion of Jerusalem'* had, indeed, spread a Might npoB 
the theatfe ; 80 dollars, 40 doUars, and 50 dollar houses were 
more frequent than agreeable spectacles. The first glimpse of 
gnocesB was mv complimental benefit, the arrangements for 
which having been completed on the 8th of February, I had 
the pleasure of seeing 1,084 dollars in the house— the pieces 
being the " School for Scandal," and "State Secrets." The 
Yclunteers on the occasion were, W. B. Wood, R. C. Murwood^ 
% S. Conner, Mary Anne Lee, James Howard, W. C. Jmrougb^ 
W. £. Burton, Thomas Faulkner, H. G. Allen, George Taylor, 
Mrs. Hamiltoui Mr. Walton, and Mr. Pearson. On this occa- 
sion I had the pleasure of an introduction to Captain Harryatt« 
Who, be his faults what they may, is an excellent companion* 
It ho brought him behind the scenes I do not know, but he 
did not leave the back of the house as straight as he entered, 
sundry glasses of champagne having elevated him to a state 
of happy forgetfulness for the time being. This seasonable 
relief to the funds of the treasury, although not as large as I 
and my friends had calculated upon, was most serviceable. 

On the 8d of February, a most appalling calamity took place 
m Baltimore, the destruction, by fire, of Cookeli 4inphi- 
theatre, and all his splendid stud of forty hozses^-not ono 



to want and mut^ry in a foi^igB countiy. A meeting of tjis 
oiti2«Df was held in hia fayonr, and TeaolntioaB passed to opsi^ 
books of subscription in his behalf; to apply for the nseof tl|e 
Holiday Theatre for a benefit^-prioes of iickeU to be 2 dollafg 
each ; and a circular to be addressed to managers of the di|- 
ftrent theatres, to co-operate in measures for his relief. 

Managers needed no prompting to such a deed. Before tibe 
lesolutions were passed, Mr. Cooke was in possession of a letter 
from me, placing the Walnut Street Theatre at his disposal 
for any night he ohoae to name, without referenoe to my en- 
gagements, which i undertook to regulate, so that they ahoiild 
not interfere with any action for his immediate reliet 

Hamblin, of New York, presented him forthwith with his 
original theatrical horse, Maaeppa ; which induced otheia |o 
olTer him splendid horses; so that the great burnt-out W9B 
shortly on his feet again, and able to open his Oirous, in 
Philadelphia, on the 6th of March. He met little or no en- 
eouragement ; even the benefit at his own theatre was a 
jfoilure. Oh, Philadelphia, this was not thy usual mode of 
treating misfortunes l^^where the sufferer, too, was admitted 
on all hands to be wortlity of thy sympathy. 

In answer t^ mj letter, I received the following s 

" February Stb, 1838. 
« My DBAa Fribiid, 

'< I am requested by Mr. CooK to tay that the anipish of his mh^A, 
HHd bodily illness, have jointly been tb^ c^Ufe of his delay in answeriiig 
yot^r kind and welcome letter. 

'' Mr. Cooke aceepts ydur o^,and will be happy to hear when the n!g^ 
is appeinted. it ** Monsieur Tonsoa* will give you no additioiial trowl^ 
I will eomB otwi and aot Moasieur MorlOeu, as I have never appe«tad^ 
Philadelphia. Mr. £ooke aidLnowledges your lundness most gratefUllf » 
as t^fint mauiiger who hsi stept forw«rd, and will always eclniowle4lgB 
the fwl pbligatiop. Be kiii4 enough to rep^y as e«dy as possible, an^ ^f- 
bably I shall set off on the receipt of your ana^^, to make wh^tevei In- 
terest % can ampng >[r. Coolie's friends. 

**ltmf for poor Cooke, 

<• Your very ob^ient servant, 

(Signed) *'J. W. AuBnner.* 
«p. S« Addteis Mr. Thomas Cooke, Oay Street^ Baltimof P. 
<< To Francis C. Wemyss, Esq., 

« Walnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia." 

The benefit took place at the Walnut Street theatre, &b the 
fllH of Tebnivy, (Wednesday). "The Battle of Poietien\»*' 
Herr Cline, and *^ the Weatherooolc ;'' reoeipi» 660 dollari^ 85 
oenta. Mr* and Mrs, George Jones acted thvep nighty and 
Qooth onee ikwio^tbsfA i^^ lU doUiui, 6i deUaniy Vl^ 
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doUan. Oh dear I oh dear ! '' Battle of Poictiera;' produced 
in lavish style, by Barrymore, with the ceremony of the In- 
stallation of the Knights of the Garter, on the 19 th of 
Febrnary. A more horrible failure than any thing yet I Mrs. 
Banymore, four nights, only 220 dollars; and on the 2l8t of 
March I brought this minons season to a dose, with the 
"Poor Gentleman," and "Sam Slick," for my benefit— 279 
dollars. Oh what a house. 

Kever did I turn my face towards my Pittsburgh friends 
with so joyful a heart, as I stepped into the stage, on the 26th day 
of March, to commence my spring season, wMch opened on the 
3lBt of March, 1888, with "Faith and Falsehood,'' and "The 
Secret ;" house, 258 dollars. Monday, 2nd of April, 239 dol- 
lars — ^manager and actors elated by the view of full houses. 
Nothing raises the spirits of an army so much as a sudden 
victory. In the midst of gloom and defeat, the same result 
followed in the theatre. The actors seemed to have acquired 
new energy; and for eleven weeks, good humour, good houses^ 
and good living made every one happy and contented. The 
benefits this season were all good. In this the citizens of 
Pittsburgh evinced good judgment. Nothing makes a clever 
actor more desirous of returning to a city than this attention 
to his interest on the night of his benefit. I wish the exam- 
ple was followed elsewhere. My good friends of Philadelphia^ 
adopt this, even if it does proceed from the West of the 
mountains ; the talent of your stock actors will be materially 
improved by it. On the 12th of April, Mrs. Watson played 
Diana Yemen, in "Bob Boy/ and treated the citizens of 
Pittsburgh, for the first time, to an opera: playing "The 
Barber of Seville," on the 16th, to a house of 348 dollars. Dr. 
Talentine was the next star: but his eccentricities did not 
seem to meet the expectations of his auditors. On the 7th 
of May, Mr. Parsons commenced an engagement : this gentle- 
man was a fEivourite— but, on the following season, provoked 
the wrath of the Pittsburghers, by a very foolish speech, 
which they resented^ by wrowhig a portion of one of the 
benches at his head. If I, as the manager of the theatre, 
could lauffh at their fun, and turn the practice of hissing me 
at the end of each season, into a good-humoured joke, perfectly 
understood between the audience and myself, surely he, as 
my representative, should have possessed more sense than to 
notice as an insult what was intended as " a lark*' — ^a foolish 
one if you please, but not a justification for the impertinent 
speech he thought proper to address to them, and which they 
BO promptiiy resented. Mr. Parsons is now engaged in preach* 
ing the Holy Gospel, and has learnt, I hope, that soft words 
frequency turn away evil designs. May his ministry to his 
Heavenly Master prove more saccessM than his stewaidship 



did ioin«^«i]il0MrthlyoBa-Hmj, above all»l«l Uxft?eQBinf 
bar he eaimot fenre Qod and Hamm<m 1 1 1 

Here u a letter from a gentleman etudjing tkeology, witii 
a new to being ordained a minigter : — 

(OOPT.) 

" My dsab Wkmybb: — Mrs. Shaw's engagement, no go. Fjnt Bigkt, 
105 dollars; setond night, •< Lady of Lyons," li§ dollars; third B^ht^ 
" Ion/* 80 dollars. What do you think of that? This place ot Pitt»- 
burgh is not worth the attentions of any manager. I am disgusted with 
it, and never again in my professional character, will I visit it. A monkey 
show, at ajip a head, is equal to their deserts, and tally adapted to their 
itttelleetttality— more is beyond their conception ; bUut tAem. I aM al- 
most siek of the ways of management, if aueh it to be my iueeet§, and I 
think you will agree with me too. Thetefofe, if I was not alieady tngiged 
to yov, for BalUmere, I should, I think, decliae the whole mittar i ku^ 
M it is, I will do all I oan to make things go right. 

" Pleate write me by xetum^ end give iueh iBafcniettona i^ yeu mtv 
think proper. 

"Vottxs truly, 
" P1TT8BQR6B, Xov. 16, 2858." (Signed,) ** C, B« PABaosrs." 

On the 18th of Hay, 1838, Bnlwer'a play of the ''Lady ef 
Lyons'' was acted, for the first time in the United States, •£ 
Jpittshurgh^foT my benefit ! Hrs. Proctor (Mrs, Willis, Hiss 
9, Warren) was toe Pauline, and Bannister the Claude Mel- 
notte. Jim Crow Bice was the last star of the season, whioh 
closed on the 16th of June, 1838, with Mrs. Kent's benefit, 
" The Bent Bay," and " The Pet of the Petticoats,"— amount 
of house, 306 dollars. I returned to Philadelphia and opened 
the American Theatre in Walnut Street, on the 23d of June, 
1888, commenoing a season which lasted for three hundred 
and eighty-five consecutive nights, or sixty-four weeks and 
one night, unprecedented in the annals of theatricals — once 
more rising to the height of popular favour as a manager- 
Oh, fleeting fame ! how evanescent 1 The ** Comedy ef 
Errors" ana '' Jim Crow in London"— the houses very bad 
Indeed. 

On the 10 th of August, in face of remoMtraBoa Dram aU 
tfuarveM, I pvodneed a ]pa|:eant, enticed " the Oeronatfon of 
Qaeen yict<tfl»>-xt Was ivccmwisu. t finUowed, u nearly as 
r could reooUeet, the arrangement of Dlli^ten'j gi^^ sneoticle 
of the "Coronation of Oeorge the I'ourth, refreshing my 
memory from the liondon newspapers, which were filled with 
the accounts of the coronation of Britain's youthful ^^^^c^* 
It taught the andienoe onee more the roftd to the Wahmt 
Street Theatre, whio^ fhey ap^eeied to have i6K«ottea$ jret, 
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Mt0. Bttmister^fl (Mrs. Stone's) republican feelings were so 
mnoh annoyed, that she so far forgot her position to the 
manai^ and the audience, as to hiss the last verse of God 
save the Queen for several nights, indudng a few in front of 
the theatre to follow her example— rather an hazardous ex- 
periment, and perfectly uncalled«for. Her livelihood depended 
upon the success of the theatre which she thna triftd to eia- 
l>arraB8. 
On the 24th of September, 

MADAME AUGUSTA 

appeared to a house of 877 dollars, filled with ladies, wherever 
a seat could be obtained. She was young, handsome, and pos- 
sessed talent of the first order in her profession. The an- 
nouncement of La Bayadere, under such circumstances, created 
an excitement which the folly and stupidity of Mr. St. JameB 
overturned. He engaged to Ornish the services of his wife, 
(Mrs. Bailey,) as Ninka ; Mr. Bishop, as the Unknown ; and 
Mr. Archer, as Olifour, with twelve ladies as a corps de ballet. 
He arrived in Philadelphia with Mrs. Philips, in the place of 
Mrs. Bailey; no Olifour; and Mr. Homcastle, lent oy Mr. 
Wallack, for one ni^ht, finom the National Theatre in New 
York. Mr. Pickering, at the last moment, stepped forward 
and read the part of Olifour, from the score : but for this act 

. of kindness, the audience must have been dismissed; yet Mr. 
St. James never offered him the slightest compensation. 
Homcastle being compelled to return to Kew York, Madame 
Augusta was announced in Three Dances; the engagement 
destroyed; for La Somnambula, as a ballet, ^d not prove 
acceptable in face of such a disappointment 

On the 19 th of September, I received from Mr. Forrest the 
following letter, in answer to a question, why he was not 
announced as engaged at the Chesnut Street Theatre % where 
they had been so anxious to secure his services a few months 

^ ,^ofore, when he so misled me as to his intentions. 

" My deab Weyhbsb i^'k press of business prevented my amnrering 
your letter yesterday, 

"As to J. R. Scott« I have a rule which forbidsmy playing for any bene- 
fit but the benefit of the Theatrical Fund,* I shall be most happy to pay 
him, out of my own purse, fifty dollars a week during the engagement, 
and I have no doubt that a like sum paid by f ou, would secure his services. 

" In answer to your question, why I have not performed at the Paik 
Theatre, listen— Mr. Price, to suit his own purposes, chose to infer that I 
would quit the profession this year, and so engaged the best of the season 
to foreigners, and to the exclusion of all native hlstrions. I always take 
pleasure in welcoming to our shores any exotic talent ;. but certainly not 
to the entire exdnsion of that which is " naUye and to the nuiaor boni.» 



'* I went to the National Theatre, where I was bfifared my own time. 

"As for Maywood, he did not ofRer me an engagement, qf course, as you 
must be aware that arrangements of the Chesnut Street Theatre are made 
in subservience to the wishes expressedor implied of the Park manager. 
Perhaps, however, his anti-republican principles were so shocked, at my 
consenting to deliver a fourth of July Oration before the democracy of 
New York, that he determined to punish me for my offence, by excluding 
me ftom the Chesnut Street Theatre. But whateirer motives operated 
with him or others, thanks to the " real people,'* I have, so far, been 
gping on swimmingly. 

'« Last night, my benefit was between 1400 and 1500 doDars. 
" Yours sincerely, 

«' New York, Sep. 18, 1 838. (Sipied,) " EnwiN Foruqt." 



CHAPTBK XXXIV. 

Return of Forrest to the Walnut Street. ** Amilie.** The Front Street 
Theatre and Circus in Baltimore. A losing Concern. Parsons study- 
ing Theology. 

Oji the 25th of Ootdber, E. Forrest returned to the theatre^ 
where he first received those exhorbitant terms which swelled 
his fortunes; and the patrons of which he had displeased, bj 
breaking a pledge made by himself— nnsolicited by the andi- 
enoe— that so long as the doors of this theatre (the Walnut 
Street,) were open to him, he wanted no other home, &a, ke, 
(See his address in 1829, at tlie close of his engagement with 
Ainslee and Blake.) We hare him here again, and so let h^ 
gonet be hy-gones. He played Othello in a masterly style, to 
673 dollars; Damon, to 515 dollars; Claude Melnotte, to 55S 
dollars; Macbeth to 879 dollars; Metamora to 654 doUan; 
Metomorato 708 dollars ! and Claude Melnotte and William 
Tell, for his benefit, to 862 dollars. As the price of admission 
iras only fifty cents to the boxes, and twenty-five cents to the 
pit, I may assert that more persons visited the theatre during 
this engagement, than on any previous occasion for the same 
length of time. He repeated Metamora on Tuesday, the 23rd, 
to 413 dollars; Gladiator, 589 dollars; Claude Melnotte, 371^ 
doUan; Gladiator, 477 dollars; Bichard III., 428 dollars; 
Gladiator and Carwin, for benefit, 851 dallars. 

So determined was he at this time, in his opposition to May- 
wood,^ that when I laughingly proposod to out him out of 
" Amilie,*' if I could get the music, he turned jest into 
earnest, by stating he knew Simpson had it; and if I would 
really do it, he would undertake to get it from the Park 
Theatre. Done, and it was done—yrfXi done, on the 19th of 
|f 9T«iober, In eighteen days firem tho time of this conyena* 



tim. F«mrtUftFUM«lFliia&rKevT«rlc,cntiMSOtHof 
aetoUr; on the 8l9^ I VMoWed thk l«ttor**« 

llr Pkar Wemyss ^— Simpson has promised me the words, mqsic, 4fr» 
complete. o/(he opera of " Amilie,*^ with this provision, th«t 1 v^^jp 
nyself that what he lends shall not he copied, or used in such a way, thft 
any other theatre may appropriate it to its use. I have pledged myself to 
this, and I expect the same pledge ftoin you. Mr. Brough will h^ t])fi 
hearer of 'f Amilie" to you. " Yours respectfully, 

'• New York* October 31, l$JS. (Signed*} Sdwvx Fqu^Mtn'* 

Tlug wwi» ladeed, qxd^k work. BroTigli id^rm^ ip New 
York to engage Bishop and Mrs. Charles Horn ; but some mis- 
understanding about terms with this lady, whose husband fint 
demanded one thing, and then another, nearly oyerturned the 
whole arrangement. I proceeded to New York, and succeeded 
in obtaining Bishop and Madam Otto, engaged several chorus 
m&f^m^ ftnd retumiagt oommmoe^ «i«tive prep»]F«tioiiB. Tko 
WaUivfc fitreel Theatf presented the appsMairae el a Itrge 
academy of music — every room had a piano going; Mr* Taylor, 
Mr. B. Cross, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Bishop, each plied the chorus, 
iron nine in the morning, until four in the afternoon of each 
day, while Brough and Madame Otto, with Bishop, devoted 
every hour to acquire their parts : the painting room was »U 
aeAivity, and the wardrobe presented a lively scene ; and at 
half-past eleven o'clock, on Monday night, the 19th of Kovem- 
ber^ I had the satisfaction to hear the curtain descend upon 
the finale^ followed by cheers, and sndi applause as rewards 
a manager for past labour, by the knowledge that the reoeiptB 
of his treasury will be increased. Congratulations poured in 
i^rom all quarters; for twelve nights. «Amilie*' reta^ed 
{MMmphdmt possession of the stage, and was reluctantly laid 
jwfitii^flcfcKmake way for the second engagement of Mr. For- 
inMl|ri«ii(l^ ^-contract, commenced on the 3rd of December. 
)9Bfeh»p|Stt3th«D|ilMSois Hunter, established himself ss a tenor 
^ili^rfrefJlHilseAdJQdjptaent; the broken Bnglish of Madame 
sifiMi^ilfiBWft gqisssdiaBShswBunfound the part of Amilie, while 
fitia^i^himtWt^iHnmktm Marts of the ether two ; tiie 
«li>|ttlo«Mi;e3MUBt;4«(«>&tl^gMuk.objeot effected, the 
|4MMoet*v<dl:^M»#aiK ptAim ]9t»-E||»a.whieh held tibe 
oi|^ of New Y«!ki^lSft^ |iftdbi4^zslR«r#Anldibl»&re it wis 
liM l f | ii iii iili i|ii i iir i rf iliriii>iiii nitoiwC ■■i!M h ii i h«i i rr in 
mimtpM Blgsin1iMi>tQ^^ rhmdr.ad I <v,ti^sr udi ,6oow 
rnlai^mitrimlBmtmtT^Am mtiOx^x^h^BAmaiSTpifhKAiii 



in the United Btat^' eintoted by Minifee, was opened to tkA 
publioi with a large dramatic, as well as eqaestrian oorps; 
the latter under the direction of S. Kichols, — the pieoes of 
''Loan of a lover/' equestrian exeroies, and the farce of 
Raising the Wind** — amount of house, 525 dollars ; the com- 
pany, Mr. Parsons; Mr. J. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. H. Eberle, Mr. 
and Mrs. Kowe, Mr. Bussell, Mr. Winans, Mr. Peoeval, Mr. 
and Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Prootor, Mrs. A. Knight, Mrs. Cra- 
mer, Plumer, Mr. Collins, Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, Mr. Yansta- 
voren, Mr. Woodbury, Mrs. Groves, Mr. Barry, Mr. and Mrs. 
Foster, Joe Murphv, and a strong corps de ballet ; the eques- 
trians, J. Aymar, Whittaker, Nichols, £nap. Hows, Andreas 
and Son, Miss Nicholas, Mr. and Mrs. Cole, B. Myers, Lip- 
man, Mr. Woolford, ring-master, and a corps of Lilliputian 
dancers, under the direction of Amherst ; Goesin, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Gardner, .were engaged, but did not come. My nightly 
ezpoxisesw^^e three hundred and twenty-eight dollars ; the con- 
sequence was, in nine weeks I lost 2,768 dolUos : the whole 
equestrian department, horses and riders, were a dead weight 
upon the stage performance ; the ** Bronze Horse," for ten niffhts 
averaged 400 doUais, I despatched the horses to Philadel]^a» 
and endeavoured to retrieve losses by a succession of show 
pieoes. - Parsons who was the acting and stage manager, at a 
salary of fifty dollars per week, was studying theologv in the 
theatre ; neglecting the business, and caring about nothing but 
receiving his money from the treasurv in which he was^ 
punctually personified ; I gladly cancelled his engagement, 
and have never met him since. In the pulpit his labours may 
be more successful ; but from his career— his sudden return to 
the stage — I fear the love of notoriety, not religion, is the 
guiding principle. 

I ought to have known Baltimore better ; but I thought a 
dcuh, ^th everything of the best around me, would have made 
at least one brilliant season. It was a fatal error : had I con- 
fined my efforts to the stage alone, and followed that season 
by a circus, without dramatic performance, I ^ould have hit 
the right nail upon the head. At the end of a season of one 
hundred and twenty-one nights, they made me a benefit of 
751 dollars, for which they have my thanks ; although they 
would not come to see Burton, Balls, J. Sefbon, Marble, Wood 
and his dogs, Emma Ince, and Mary Ann Lee. 

On the 3rd of Djeoember, at the American, in Philadelphia, 
Forrest, Oxley, and Mrs. Shaw, played seven nights, yielding 
to Mr. Forrest 1,467 dollars but to the treasury of the theatre 
— nothing/ deducting the amount paid for the services of 
Ozley and Mrs. Shaw. Mr. Forrest's second engagement en- 
tailed a loss upon the theatre. 

On the 9th of February, Nichols and his horses, i^m Balti- 



||i9 TluuTWMi^ ^M^OMJ^iapr:. 

Wftd if in the Front Bix^^ The«tre ihef Jbad proTeci a m«it 
iwprofilabla Bpeoolation, at the Walnut Street Theatre, fox 
geven weelu, they continued to draw good hou8e8» not only 
retrieving ill Iossob, but leaving a surplus in the treasury. 
This sesBon was one of singular cbanges : oommencing on the 
33rd of June, 1838, the middle of October found a deficiency 
of over five thousand dollars; the 20th of March found the 
whole loss retrieved, and a continued gain to the terminatioa 
of the season, on the three hundred and eighty-fifth nigbt, the 
lith of September, 1839 ; the best, and, in fact, the only great 
leason I ever had in the Walnut Street Theatre, which waa the 
«inh that swallowed up all the gains of Pittsburgh, and con- 
tinually cried mor«, f»ore I The equestrian drama produced, 
was ** Forty Thieves," " £1 Hyder," " Timour the Tartar," 
*' C^taraot of the Qan^s," " Lodoiska^" « Blue Beard,'* and 
tiie '' Tiger Horde." During this engagement, my mastev- 
earpenter, Barnes Landers, leA me to build the stage of the 
new Bowery Theatre; he was a loss, indeed ; he is the best 
tiieatrioal carpenter and machinist in the United States. 

The Pittsburgh Theatre, this spring, opened on the 13th of 
Hay, 1839, with " Laugh when Tou Can," and " B^haet," 
Balls, playing Oossamer. The citizens of Pittsburgh almost 
hilled h4m with kindness out of the theatre, if they did not 
answer his expectations behind the curtain } his head waa not 
hard enough to attempt the game he nearly fell a mArtyr to; 
to SM a Pittsburgh Ion, vwtmt under the table, is a ta^ Urn 
attempt who knew them, and fewer succeed in accomplishing. 
My Iriead Balls waa a child at this game, and they laughed at 
him for his folly, until an attack of mania^ii-potik turned a jo)Ee 
into earnest, and both parties withdrew from the oontestp 
equally ashamed of having participated in it. 

On the 22nd of May, the Bedouin Arabs astonished the 
natives, while Miss 2i£ason, Mr. and Mrs. Sloman, John Seftoi^ 
and Mr. £. Forrest, kept up the ball most successfully; the 
season closing on the 29th of June, with *' ALesson for Ladie^" 
and ''pramond Brig," for my benefit ; a little hissing, as usual, 
and a splendid bottle of Champagne to wash it down a!le^ 
wards: this was my last visit professionally to Pittsburgh. 
Mr. Parsons superintended the following season, and Mr. 
Jackson finished the game» in 1840, with a loss of four thousand 
dollars in seventy-two nights, the greater pwUon of which, 
unfortunately, remained unpaid. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

9*ll*Wtfiiiit street Leioed to Cooke. Opening or tiM CliMDift fltfecl. 
A OAksy or Stan. Madame Vcetrb. Mr. SeguiiL Mks Bhertft. 

Oa t%e fid of A£iil, 1838, bypermifliioii of tb« board of 
i^nts, I let tlio Walnut Street Tli^atre to Cooke, for th« ft^ 
daction of horse pieces. This oonBent, gcfBtletiien, t«relro 
iftottths sooner, would bare been Worth several tkouaand 
dollars a-year to yon, preyeikted the bnifding of the Cireasy 
attfl saved yoar tenant from rain. Now it was a matter of 
indifference , and yielded by yon for the sake of the income 
derived from the bars, the theatre being closed at the lime. 
He prodnced " Hazeppa,^ in splendid style, followed it with 
''Napolean,'' so well done by Barrymore, which failed; and 
Ml the 25th of AprH, the ** Cataract of the Ganges'* ahailng • 
liixdlar Cite, he closed his doofs on the 25th of Mi^, neyer ^ 
ctoen them again in America ; returned to his nfttivo oe«ntiy 
With blighted prospects and rained fnrtnne, to oommi9nee a 
new career, at a time when a|e shonld have been rendered 
comfortable in retirement. Ue left behind him a name rei* 
t>ected by all with whom he had the slightest bnsiness trant* 
aet&ons. M^ siiccess attend his fatnre movements. 

On the 28th of April, Mr. Yandenoff appeared as Cato. A 
new piece entitled " Sam Weller," from the Pickwick Papen^ 
Sisems to have been very snccessfnl at the Obesnnt Street 
Theatre, rather an nnnsnal occurrence there with that style 
«f dramatic literature. On the 1st of JTnne, Conner played 
Itichard the Third, to how many spectators is not recorded ; 
and on the 26th, Itr. W. B. Wood claimed the honour of being 
the first representative in Philadelphia of Claude Melnotte^ 
in **The Lady of Lyons,"— sixty won't do for twenty-six years 
of age! MThy did he not tiy Uol. Damasi • 

On the 25th of August, 1838, the Chesnut Street Theatra 
was announced to open with a host upon host of various at* 
tnction ; but one damper to the whole-'the prices were tt^aifi 
to he raised, of course to be again lowered. The list of start 
ran: Mrs. Matthevrs, late Madame Yestris; Miss Sheriff, Ma- 
dame Celeste, Mademoiselle Stephen, and a corps de ballet 
Tyrone Power, Charles Matthews, Wilson, Seguin, Mont. 
Hazard, Bedouin Arabs, James Wallack, and Hackett. The 
pieces on the first night, *' Wives as they Were, and Maids at 
llm are," and '* The Ladies' Man ;** a very good house. 

!Qie 8th October kitmght bejfora tiB 
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f Mai>amb VESTRIS, (Mks. CHAELES MATTHEWS,) 

who appeared as OertztLde, in " The Loan of a Lover/* and 
Julia, in "One Hour, or the Oarniyal BalL" Without 
epterinif into any defence of the firalts of Mrg. Chafes 
Ha^hewB, to. her the Ainerioan theatrer are indebted for the 
improyement so apparent in the arrangement of the stage, 
carpets, ottoman's, grates, fenders, centre-tables, &c.» in 
drawing-rooms ; grarel-walks, beds of flowers, hot-konse 
plants, in sardens, are all her work. Among the number 
of ladies y^o have attempted the difficult task of managing 
a theatre, she alone has succeeded. Look at the perfect man- 
ner in which the light pieces were produced at the Olympic 
Theatre, in London. Ey^ry thing requisite to complete the 
illusion of the scene was there— uadL she insiBted* as a " sine 
qua non'* with the American managers, that they should he 
here aUo, For this alone she deserves the gratitude as well as 
admiration of every visitor of the play-hopse. As an actress 
in the varied extent of the drama» she has »o superior : and 
Vkj auditor who could listen unmoved to her <'Clara»*'in 
^' The Barrack Boom," may for ever renounce all claim to taste 
or judgment in theatrical matters. The prejudice excited 
against her by an unfortunate expression, said to have been 
uttered by her at Saratoga, prevented her from receiving an 
impartial hearing at the hands of an American audience ; her 
engagement was a failure both in money and reputation. But 
this is not to be attributed to want of telent in her profession. 
The absurd cry that she was no actress, ^nd unworthy of the 
reputation she enjoyed, was raised by prejudice^ and was any- 
thing but creditable to the judgment (which was never used) 
of the American public. The manner in which she resented 
the mortification she experienced was ill-judged ,* and her at* 
tack upon Jim Grow Bice, although not intended snA ill nature, 
was so construed, and gave him an opportunity to lampoon 
her with effect in what he termed his ownlyric style, turning 
all her efforts into ridicule. Every body joined in the bue- 
and-ciy against her, and seemed determined to prevent her 
success: every opportunity was eagerly seized to wound her 
pride. How well this succeeded, her speedy return to England 
proclaims ; but this result was the effect of accident, not de- 
si^. A brilliant campaign was anticipated for her; and her 
failure is to be attributed to occurrences which took place out 
of the theatre. To her husband, Mr. Charles Matthews, the 
audience was better disposed : every thing he did was appre* 
elated, and the praises kvished upon his professional eflarts' 
were intended as another thorn to be planted in herside^ by 
building up » reputatiou for him upon her downftU* His 



m«rit I am fViily willing to admit; but I qiuttion wImUmt ha 
felt flattered by the approbation he reoeived in the, ITnitad 
States. He made his appearance in Philadelphia as Pet«c 
Spjke, in*' A Loan of a Lover ; " Motlej, in ** He would be an 
Aotor;" and Charles Swiftly, in ** One Hour, or the Oamiyal 
Ball." Their engagement was a snooession of honsea bad, 
wane, wont ; and on the 20th of October, they brought it to a 
close with '' The Welsh Girl." " Clatter wmw Patter," << Tha 
Handsome Haaband," and the ** Oamival BalL" They declined 
visiting either Baltimore or Boston, and retained forthwith to 
London, where Madame, no donb^ has recovered the eqnani* 
mity of her temper, and arrived at the condnsion, th& the 
Yankees are nncivilized brutes, who cannot aDpredate good 
acting. In truth, she has good cause for her spleen. 

Oeuste followed, as Madeline, in St Mar/s Eve,-" and to 
oppose Forrest's career at the Walnut-street Theatre, played 
nightly in two pieces, and, on the 8d of November, announced 
positively her last appearance (until the next time). Her fiue- 
wella have become truly lauchable ; but they seem always to 
answer the purpose of a full house. 

Power played on the 6th, Bory CMore; and on the ISth^ 
alter his uraal success, announced his benefit, Paudheen 
O'Baiferty, in " Bom to Good Luck," and Larry Hoolagan, in 
" More Blunders than one," when his rich brogue was no longer 
heard within the walls of Old Drury, but was transferred to 
tiie Haymarket, London. * 

Mrs. H. Cramer played Mrs. Haller, en the 26th of Kovem- 
ber; a really clever stock actress. And on the 4th of December, 
Celeste again — Toujour Celeste I another farewell benefit on 
the 22d of December. Wallack, now the popular manager of 
the National Theatre, in New York, played the Brigand; 
Mrs. Walstein, a humble but useful member of the company, 
took her fiurewell of the stace, on the 8th of January, to seek 
vetixement in the arms of matrimony— may she be happv. 
On the 14th of January, 1889, Mr. Seguin and Miss Shoiff 
opened in •' La Somnambula." Of Mr. Wilson, it would be 
superfluous to say more than that he supported his hich repu- 
tation as a tenor singer, and warbled himself into we good 
graoee of the audience. Of 

Mb. seguin, 

I may add, there is a vein of rich, comic humour flowing 
through every part he undertakes, which would have made 
him a ihvourite as a comic actor in the best days of the drama» 
without the aid of the rich bass voice which reaches your ear 
InafoUtone of melody. He is the b«ff<» P«( «i;99W«nce of 
r 



Bn^^lkii opeiiL a position be irill long zetain; and stnoBgift- 
leed miiBt he pe that livaiB pretenBioa to fame, who can wrest 
1^ titie fimn Mm. 

Mnw SHERIFF, 

ftltiiMifh the last named, by no means the lent of the trio in 
^^list ef the songstresses who have visited the New World. 
4^M stands second <^nl7 to Hrs. Wood; and the saccess of the 
opera of ^'Amille," at New York, has given her tMa.% and re- 
putation threnghont the Fnlted States superior to any she 
enjoyed in Londion. Aided by Wilson and Segnin, she aooom- 
^^hed the usual tour of European ArtistM, returning to 
England with pleasant reminiscences, a puree well filled with 
^oQars, the result of Yankee admiration of her talent ; not 
^YHig been invoived in any theatrical fracaSf so fatal to the 
p^ularity of the stars, who frequently pemdt their tempers 
to get the better of their common sense, and by one hasty 
expression of anger mar all their future prospects. 

On the 18th of January, "Amilie," the moiic of which 
had encfaaated the New Yorkers, and held possession of the 
stage to the exclusion of any o^er opwa, was produced at 
the CSiesnut Street Theatre. I had presented it sufficiently 
well at the Walnut Street to destroy any great exditemeoit; 
the aSrs had become familiar, and, notwithstanding the fiiil 
force of the chorus from the National Theatre, it failed to 
^w money. If I am asked for my proof, behold it in the 
fact, that neither Miss Sheriff, Mr. Wilson, nor Mr. Segnin 
would venture to take it for a benefit. It was one of those 
fair (unfair) movements in management, which frequently 
overthrow well-laid schemes. That the opera was better done 
at the Chesnut Street Theai^e, as a wh<^e, nobody will l>e 
fool-hardy enough to deny ; but there were detadied portions 
better executed at the Walnut Street, while the seeaery was 
to superior to that presented at Old Dnuy ; and many pre- 
ferred the counterfeit to the genuine ** Amilie.'* 

Herr Oline, Mrs. Watson, and Miss Clarence Wells, filled 
up the month of February ; and the 4th of March astonished 
us with the presence of my old friends, the Slomans. Bhe 
opened in " Isabella," he in " Sam Savoury" — attraction 
gone never to return 1 While their numerous personal 
friends rejoiced to see them once more, the public in general 
eared nothing about them; and even SlomanHi ten omnic 
songs failed to produce a house on his benefit night that lie 
would have been willing to pay five hundred doUass for, be- 
Ifore the doors opened, as he did to Mr. Warrwi, for ius fivBt 
hefM^ in Philadelphia. 
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CHAPTER XXXYI- 

TRie Season of IS39-40. Increase of the Prices of Admission. A Disas- 
trous Step. A Compliment from a distinguished source. Forrest, as 
** Riehelien." Return to the Old Prices. Barnum. Booth in »€razy 
Fit. A JLetter, but no Answer. Mrs. Fitzwilliamsd^ Miss Vandcnoff. 
Charles Kean. Mademoiselle Fanny Ellsler. Celeste. I>eBth of ber 
Hitshand. 

7av h^ season at the Walnut Street Theatre baring in some 
measure retriered the losses of the preyious <me, aiuL mj ar* 
xangeanents for the campaign of 1839-40 giving me confidenoe 
iji a cooftinnation of success, having secured the servioes of K 
Fttowsty Barton, Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Seguin, Homcastle, And 
liatham, Nichols] and his horses to commence upon. Mr. 
Henry G. Freeman, after these engagements were made, gay« 
me nrotaoe that the board of agents had come to the condusion, 
not to renew my lease unless I agreed to raise the prioe of ad- 
Bunicm to the rit (the support of the house, that nothing but 
this stupid arrangement jcould drive awaj), to thirtj-s&venand 
a iialf cents. Kever haying previously charged more than 
twenfy-five cents, and having resisted every argument of 
Boxsest, Augusta, and others, to tamper with the prices, X 
iras compelled to yield my jud^eut to the dictation of 
geptiemen who, underatanding their own business, might, at 
Saaat have given me credit for understanding mine, after, with 
oure and hwonr, having raised their theatre to a reputation 
it had never, since Blake's time, enjoyed. Remonstrance, 
agppxment, all was vatn-Hthe alternative, leave the theatre. 
Wosdd to heaven I had done so. Bat throughout my whole 
business oonneotion with Mr. H. G. Freeman^- (for the other 
gentlemen of the board were but his satellites : they might 
fippese his views, but, on the system of freedom of election, if 
th^ did, next year they could not retain their seat in the 
boflfdy has overwhjcdming vote and interest placing any puppet 
he ohese to nominate in the position of an agent)--^the more 1 
yielded, the more he demanded, until at last worn out by the 
pontive injustice of his demands, and the insolent contempt 
with which a letter addressed to the board of agents was 
treated, 1 resolved to give up the theatre. Forced to drive 
ttway the staunch support of the house, by levying an advance 
€i£mby per cent, upon the admission, for no other reason th«n 
that the Ohesnut Street Theatre had advanced their prices ; 
asd ICr. fi. G. Freeman being also a member of the board of 
ats of that theati^, sacrificed me. What was the Ohesnut 
; 9%eati!e,ior its jurzaDgemeot «f pdoes to me, or to mf 
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audleace t They had oontinoally trifled with the prices of ad- 
miBsion, I never— maintaining that one fixed price was the 
way to insure steady patronage. The conseqnence was, when, 
as it had always happened, the Chesnut Street managers re- 
duced their prices to the old standard, I was charging seventy* 
five and thirty-seven and a haU cents, the same price, and pos- 
sessed not the power to reduce to my old prices, without the 
consent of the board of agents, (that is, Mr. H. G. Freeman). 
After having ruined the engagement of every star, and played 
fifty-seven nights under the expenditure of the theatre, fifteen 
of which yielded only fifty dollars, and in one hundred and 
fourteen nights having lost six thousand dollars, on the 25th 
of Jannary, 1840, 1 graciously received permission to do 
as I liked, with regard to the prices. I did not lose one 
night in availing myself of it. Closed for a week, hoping to 
make the audience forget it — ^but they were not to be wMstled 
back — my ruin was sealed — the doom irrevocable. The boaid 
of agents of the Walnut Street Theatre, who should have been 
my support, the cause, the only cause. During a season of 
two hundred and sixty-one nights one hundred and fifty-five 
produced less than half the amount of the nightly expenses 
required to keep the doors open. The seven worst weeks ran 
thus : 320 dollars, 284 dollars, 261 dollars, 292 dollars, 8S9 
dollars, 318 dollars, 251 dollars, not the amount of a single 
ffood house to pay the expenses of a whole week. Whoever la 
fiuniliar with the expenditure of a theatre may make a calcu- 
lation of the losses entailed upon the poor manager, by genUe- 
men attempting to conduct his business according to their no- 
tions of right and wrong. What a debt of gratitude I owe to 
the committee of the Walnut Street Theatre stockholders— 
which 1 found a barn, with scarcely sufficient scenery to act 
a plain comedy, tragedy, or farce, and which I left the best 
stocked theatre for melo^drama, with machinery, &&, in the 
United States. 

Endeavouring, if possible, to stem the tide which I thus 
early saw must bear me immediately on to ruin, 1 had pre- 
pared appropriate decorations, by Hielge; and although I 
closed on Saturday, the 14th of September, the longest theatri- 
cal season on record, I opened on Monday the 16th, with the 
theatre renovated, newly painted, seats re-covered Jprosenium 
altered, and kept my curtain down exactly half an hour be- 
yond its time. So like magic did this appear, that it was 
three nights before the audience could be assured that such a 
thing had been accomplished. On the Wednesday evening, 
while seated in the greenroom, my ears were assailed by three 
heaxty cheers, which I at first supposed were meant for appro- 
bation to Mr. E. Forrest, in Damon, but on walking to the 
Btage^ I was told the audience had just disooyeced the decon^ 



tions, ft&d Vdre calling for the manager. Upon this effort, bo 
well arranged against time, the press were perfectly silent ; a 
proof what attention their reporters pay to the affairs of a 
theatre, where the manager does not request a notice. I was 
anzions to avoid the notice of any change of price in the ad« 
mission, and leave it to its own course. 

Forrest commenced the season with '' Yirginios," to 898 
dollars; played the "Gladiator," "Damon** twice, "Metamora" 
twice, and "Othello" and "Carwin" for his benefit. On 
Tuesday, September 24th, 1839, Ip'roduced "Richelieu" in a 
style that surprised everybody. Tne dresses cost me six hun- 
dred dollars, and were made by A. J. Allen. The costume 
the exact age of Louis XIII. of France, the scenery new, the 
chairs and tables of the same style and date ; so perfect was 
everything, that after the first night Mr. Forrest called me 
into his room, and after many compliments, concluded thus : 
" For what you have done for the honour of the profession I 
will play one night gratuitously for you at the end of this 
engagement; select any play you think proper." Such a 
proffer, on such an occasion, from such a man, was a feather 
in the cap of a manager, which no one has been able to pluck 
away from me. I never heard of his being equally liberal to 
any of my contemporaries. The play was cast thus : BicheUeu, 
E. Forrest ; De Mauprat, Conner ; Banadas, Matthews ; Be 
Beringhen, Wemyss; Joseph, Yache; Francois, J. Smith; 
Louis XIII., Grierson; BLugu^t, Porter: Gaston, Burgess; 
Clermont, Myers; Captain of Archers; M'Bride; Governor 
of the (Bastile, Kemble; Jailor, Horn; Julie Mortimar, 
Mrs. Hunt; Marion De L'Orme, Miss Matthews (now Mrs. 
Eddy). Although the play was thus well acted, the re- 
ceipts of the first night were only 385 dollars; second, 868 
dollars; third, 867 dollars; fourth, 342 dollars; regularly 
falling off slightly every night. The blight of the prices had 
fallen upon this whole en^gement, and every star engage- 
ment that followed throughout a season which promised so 
much. Forrest's benefit was 852 dollars, but at fifty cents, 
and twenty-five cents, he had last season 862 dollars, and 
851 dollars, instead of 578 doHars, at increased prices. I de- 
clined taking " Bichlieu," and selected " Metamora," which 
was acted to 289 dollars. The offer was a liberal one on the 
part of Forrest, although not so productive as we both an- 
ticipated. This first engagement, at the commencement of 
fifty-six nights during the year, left the treasury a deficiency 
of about seven hundred dollars, including the expenses of 
prdducing the play of " Richelieu." Of Mr. Forrest's per- 
formance of this part I can scarcely find words to speak in 
terms of sufficient praise ; it was one of those masterly efforts 
lyf genius that seta oritidsm at defiance, fall of beauty, MX of 



&TiltB; but aa endeaYoiir to analyzB the latte w<mldlaii 
your pen into a strain of panegyric before you had oompleM 
half a dozen sentences, by the disoovery of a flash of genius 
80 brilliant, as to make you doubt the correctness of yo«r 
judgment, and pronounce the fault you had determined to 
expose, a necessary foil to the excellent effect which followed* 
He evidently devoted no time to the study ol eharaeter, but 
committed the words of the part to memory in a hurry ; ap« 
peared in it before the public in a hurry ; before thesi, to 
polish his crude ideas of the author as chance might ^brecd; 
giving full scope to his imagination — ^an effort no one but a 
great actor would have dared to attempt. That Bichelieil was 
not in years an old man, even at the time of his death, history 
informs us, bat having been a rou$ in youth, his impaired 
cMistitution became too feeble to support his extraotdinaiy 
vigour of thought and mind, forrest represented him as k 
feeble, tottering old man, thus availing himself of stage trick 
to give greater effect to his outbreak of passion, and the 
anathema pronoaneed on Banadas at the end of the fourth 
act, was equal to any of Edmund Kean's best efforts, of a 
similar nature ; taking his audience by surprise, and chai^iBg 
onward, until their admiration broke forth into an involuft- 
tary acknowledgment of his excellence, continuing fleveral 
seconds after the fall of the curtain hid the actor from their 
view. His sudden appearance before the king and the oott- 
spirators, who are congratulating themselves upon his death, 
and the ovetwhelming agony of his tone and countenanee, 
when refused the pardon of De Hauprat, by his sovereign, 
was the perfection of art — but his ha, ha, ha, Count BaraoUw^ 
ha, hd, in the last scene waa not deserving of the applause it 
teceived, and unworthy of Forrest — ^in my opinion the greatest 
blemish in the whole play ; — but as a whole, Bichelieu will 
never find a better representative. Macready and Yandenhoff 
both fall infinitely below Forrest, by comparison, in this 
.character. The former gentleman shows the effect of long 
.application and intense study thrown at once into the shade 
by genius; yet it is strange, that while every body admits 
Bichelieu to be one of Forrest's greatest efforts, the receipts 
of the treasury when he acts it, fall short of his average 
houses. The cause of this must be in the play, which is 
devoid of interest to a common observer, and too classical to 
suit the taste of that class of society who foruTthe majority 
of visitors to the theatre. 

Burton, on the 5th of October, played " Paul Pry and 
Billy Lftckaday." For six nights his houses averaged onj^ 
165 dollars ; his benefit was 653 dollars. Hill followed with 
no better success ; two hundred people in the pit, which used 
to arezage dOOdollan A]«htly» wastho remit of thooppraHioii 



0& the iffttt of iliQ Btookholdfis, and forced Bajuniasioii to it 
upOQ mine. On the 4th of ISTovember Mr. and Mrs, Segoia 
and Mr. Hornoastle^ appeared in " I>er Freischutz.*' I haye 
Mr. Segnin's written testimony, that out of London he had 
never seen the scenery of this opera so well put upon the stage ; 
yet the second night produced only 170 doUars. Mr. Seguin'B 
benefit only 247; Mr. Hornoastle's 138 dollars ; Mr. IiathapL'$ 
194 dollars, and Mrs. Seguin's 401 dollars. ** Bamn all stock* 
holders and their interference, as Goldfinch damns all dandng 
xoaaterB and their umbrellas, when flung into the ditoh*'* 
Forrest returned on the 25th of November; his houses wozfo 
than on the former oeoasion. The horses, t^ whose exertlpng 
I was so much indebted last season, commenced on the llth 
of Beosmber, and although ^'The Forty Thieves^" ''Marmion^ 
^*The Secret Mine," " The Siege <rf Tripoli,' *' :B:emlworth,*' 
<*Blue Beard," and ''Billy Button*' were offered as attraotiona^ 
empty benches — and why don't you lower the prices V-:what 
did you raise them for?— were the only obieots that met vffj 
eyes and ears. The Ist of January, I^ew Tear's night, only 
259 dollars : instead of an overflowing pit, three hundred and 
twenty-four tickets were all that I could sell, with two r>ew 
pieces, in which the horses appeared. Seven benefits, to fir4- 
oompanies alone, yielded the amount of the nightly expensefl^ 
np to the. 26th of January, 1840. Never was a bright pro» 
poet so cruelly killed, murdered,, as my arrangements were 
this season. On the 8d of February, I announced a return to 
the good old prices, and a new piece, '' Sadah and Kalasrade." 
Mr. Sefton having engaged for me in London, Mr* Maointosb^ 
the stage carpenter of Madame Yestris' Theatre, a complete 
alteration at my own. expenses, was again made, and gas intro- 
duced to light the theatre, from the borders instead of the 
old plan of wing-ladders. The American Theatre, in Walnut 
Strvei, under my direction, was the first to introduce this 
method, now so universally approved and adc^>ted in the 
United States. Towards these alterations the Board of Agents 
liberally contributed one hundred dollars, leaving me ttt pajp 
eight hundred, in making an effort to escape from the sjottga 
of despond, in which they had plunged me. All would po); 
do—" Sadah and talasrade," with all its beautifiU scenery 
and dresses, failed ; the first night yielding only 277 dollars,, 
109 dollars, of which W9S in the pit; but my pit customers 
were too justly off'ended to forgive the paat, and left me to ex« 
trioate mytelf, if i could, without their aid, although to see 
Master Diamond and Sanford, they did once honour me witii 
their prei&iicid, to the amount of seven Iiunfdred and four 
Jickfetd; ^> htottse pjr 740 dipJl^a t)n'fie tfk o? Mam, 



SM MSAfBIOAt BlOm£PST. 

^Biduffd the Thizd/ Miigiiiii;; as hiB reuon^ tiutt I ww 
ttegleotiBff mj bvaineiiy by plajing for ICr. Murdoch's benefit, 
mt the CBesnnt Street ^eatre, and nntil I came, he wonid 
not go upon the stage. This closed our engagement, as I 
would not permit him to appear on the following night. Bur« 
ton played tweWe nights to more money at the reduced prices, 
than was reoeiyed during his preyious ensagements. £. For- 
rest, aided by J. R. Scott, commenced his last engagement for 
the season, on the 22nd of April, in ''Damon and Pythias^" 
to a house of 241 dollars— ruinous work; giving him fifty p« 
oeiit on the gross amount reoeiTed each night at the doors. 

Booth.who promised reformation, and professed penitenoe, 
vUyed Hamlet on the 15th of June; and on the 24tii, 
uronooko, in bare feet. His benefit, on the 27th; Ootayian, 
Bhylooli^ John Lump, and the first act of Biohelieu. Throudi- 
out this engagement, he had been oraasy; and his BiohelMU 
nerer will m forgotten*— imperfect, drunk, and dressed like an 
TCrtg^**** chimneyHiweep— on the let of May. I found I could 
no longer place the sUghtest dependance upon him. He kept 
fiilth with me, when he had oroken it with almost eTsiy 
■umaffer on the continent; and when taxed with his folly, 
would say— Ask Wemyss if he belieTes these stories— he knows 
I never break engagements. Alas ! Mr. Junius, I can no 
longer, with truth, aisert you never did. His twelve nights 
yielded, indndinff his benefit, 1412 dollars, or 117 dollars per 
nighty for which i paid him, as usual, takUig the proceeds of 
the bimefit, 1200 dollars. Quere; how much did I gain by 
the operation) While ruin stared me in the face, and Burton 
was converting Cooke's Oireus into a theatre in my immediate 
neighbourhood, on the Ist of July I addressed the Committee 
thus— 

" PhUaddphis, July lit, 1840. 

" QEWTLtMEK, 

" The pment petition of tliestricals in thif dty, and the very 
heavy Iom of tlie present aeason, having plaeed me in a situation to require 
aome little aid flrom you, I am indueed to lay before joa the reasons why 
J think myself Aititled to expeet from you some consideration. 

" It appears from the books of the theatre, that I have expended in 
lumber, canvas, paints, oofdage, and tin-ware, extra carpenter wages, (not 
including ny regular bill in carpenter-work of 4f dollars per week,) up- 
wards of 7,000 dollars, independent of my rent, which, in six years, has 
amounted to S0,900 dollars. You have likewise received during the same 
time, from the bars for rent !-»vis., twenty-flve weeks for the first seven 
BOiiths, say 50 dollars per week, 1,950 dollars; forty<five weeks for the 
•aeoBd year, at 60 dollars, 9,350 dollare; thirty-five weeks for the third 
ywff, at50doUara, I.IOO; thirtythrta weeks for the fourth year, at 50 
dollars, l,650dollant fifty-two weeks for the fifth year, at 70 doUan, 5.940 
^ollarsi fofty-eight weeke for the sixth year, at 70 doUan, 5,560— Total, 
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i5«f50d60iM. ThiztyfhoiiMiid tiro hnndxvd and fifty doUaxf la addltioii 
to the S7»900 dollars, making the gron amount of 41,160 dollan for the 
five yean and seven months, nearly fifteen per cent, per year, reckoniag 
one hundred and seventy-five shares at 275 dollars each. 

" The house has been twice decorated by me since it was done by the 
stockholders in 1834 ; Iboreover, half the papering and painting of the 
lobbies. 

" A mistake of my own, not discovered until too late to rectify it, 
caused me to pay five months' rent before the theatre was ready for 
performance; and although I can make no complaint upon that subject, 
it made to me a diflRerence of 1,700 dollars in my expenditure during the 
first year« 

" I now proceed to state what I solicit you to do, and what I trust you 
will accede to. 

*' In the first place to require from me no payment in advance for the 
following year, but to receive the 200 dollars per week firom the usual time 
of opening. Thus making a difference of five weeks in the time for the 
payment of the whole rent. Second, to paint and paper the lobbies and 
vestibule, (a new dome if you think proper,) and also the panels of the 
boxes, according to a design which I will submit for your approval. Thus 
giving to the house a ftesh appearance to enable me to oompete with the 
other theatres. 

" Having laboured industriously for five years and seven mmiths, to 
make the theatre what it is, in point ot scenery and machinery, I trust 
you will not think I have made any unreasonable demand on your 
courtesy; and by your early answer to this letter, enable me to guide my 
future movements accordingly. 

" There is one subject more to which I would direct your attention— 
tAe police. It is necessary that at least one half ot this burden should be 
borne by those who receive the emoluments of the bars, from which, (par- 
ticularly the third tier,) all the disorder in the house arises. 
" Yours most respectftilly, 

(Signed) *• P. C. Wsmyw." 

This letter remained nnanBwered. Mr. Freeman met me in 
the Btreet, and told me a committee wonld be appointed to 
wait upon me ; — none came. The Arch Street Theatre was 
pressed npon me by many of my friends, at half the rent I was 
paying for the Walnut Theatre ; and as Mr. H Freeman, Mr. 
Montelios, Mr. Lagies, Mr. Wickersham, Mr. Peddle and Mr. 
Donaldson, after blighting my* prospects of almost certain 
snccess, treated me with contempt, I thonght it time to shake 
off the slavery, which had become too irbsome, to the will of 
these gentlemen, and sent them notice of my intention to 
resign the theatre on the 31st day of July, when my lease ex- 
pire. These consistent gentlemen suffered Mr. Dinneford 
and Mr. Marshall, my successors, to open the pit at twelye- 
ahd-a-half cents, and upper boxes twenty-five cents admission; 
giving them also the rent of the bars, and charging them no 
more rent than they required of me without them I Thus, in 
p 5 
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fiMt, making thsm rant ftee. Tbmk j«ra a ikoiaHttd timA^ 
fftntiiemwi, f ot your kindnesB. Ton Oftnglit bold of a fcfA 
triken ;f on £ot hold of me , and having iHe in jmr cltitoboi^ 
you made me pay th© price of my folly. Jfot datiafied, fll^ 
Shylock, to have your pound of flesh, i^ou contintiallj d^ 
manded more than your bargain. Your lucky stars, in uxf 
insolvency, saved you much inconvenience. Could I have 
prosecuted the &uit commenced, for justice, I have no doabt 
the result would have been gratifying to me, but moti^fxa^ 
to younelves; and l^at 1 should have received BornH fe» 
thousand dollars as a salvo for all you made myself and IkmHy 
suffer. Th« ri<$h man always will oppriMS the poor man * but 
retribution sometimes, though rarely, overtakes him : ^pw<nr« 
fhl ^fHettds ariie when least e;^pected. I leaVe you to enjoy 
the nonour of the money obtained for b?ir rent, and the know- 
ledge that you, and not the manager, should have b^ou indicted 
for permitting nlgkUy the laws to be set at defiance within 
those rooms for your ex^lusiTe bene&t. The theatre elo^ 40. 
Saturday^ the 25th of July, for Hadiiway's benefit* *' The 
Floating Beacon," and the " Turnpike Gate," never to be 
opened by me again. In leaving it fcfr the Aroh Stireot ^hetttre 
I may hate committefd an error; but in six years, two only 
jleiddd any profit ; the other four entailed upon me eeyere 
losses. Had I been lefb to follow my own judgment, withoticb 
the interference of the stockholders, or rather their committee, 
I should have contrived to have redeemed all mishaps. J'et' 
tered in all my movementts, I sank beneath the pressure. 

On the 30th of September, Mr. Charles Kean appeared in 
the Chesnut Street Theatre, as Hamlet. It is fortunate for 
his reputation he has paid ua a secofid visit, for the Amerieans 
did not admit his claims to rank as a first-rate artist when 
among us a few years ago. He has evidently improved in his 
style, but there is much room for improvement left. His 
father*s name is a charm around his career which opens idl 
hearts in his favour ; the recollection of his ezoellenoe must 
act as the strong inducement to prove himself worthy of bis 
sire's reputation. The best part he acted, during his present 
engagement, was Claude Melftotte. He looked the part better 
than any representaive I have yet seen, and that is at least 
half the battle. On the 15th of October, Miss Inverarity, 
Miss Poole, Mr. Manveis, and Mr. Martyn, appeared in ** Cin- 
derella." Mias Poole was decidedly the favourite; MiflB 
Inverarity is ungainly in person, makes horrible faces when 
singing, and ^11 never be a favourite in Philadelphia. They 
produced a new opera, entitled ^'Fidelio/' wi^b BomelBUOoefl!. 
Onthe4tbof NoYomber, , * --^ 
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little Fanny Copeland, whom I had seen a child in Dover, 
whom I remember jfi London as the Madge Wildfire — ftlon^ 
capable of succeeding Mrs. E;»erton, the essence of ftm and 
drollery in female form, made her appearance as Peggy, in the 
" Country Girl ;" therein showing her judgment, m^ing the 
audience believe she was nothing more than a tolerable 
actress, until, in Widow Wiggins, she sent them out of the 
theatre delighted, to talk of nothing else until they could in- 
duce a friend or companion to return to tjjie theatre on the 
foHowing evening. Never did an actress make so greaj; a hit 
on her first appearance, and nightly she continued to win upon 
the favour of her audience. In twelve nights she acted Peggy, 
Widow Wiggins, Albina Mandeville, Widow Brady,* Sally 
Scraggs, Helen Worrett, Madame Manetta, Kitty Skylark, and 
Louisa Lovetrick. In broad farce she is irresisty)le ; and now 
and then a little touch of pathos falls beautifully from her 
lips ; but in elegant comedy there is too much of the chamber- 
maid. Helen Worrett was too much for her ; and even Albiria 
Mandeville would have been as well let alone; but it is unjust 
to find fault or quibble about one or two parts, where so many 
were acted in a manner to make her audience anxious for her 
return. Mrs, PitzwilUam will make more money in the 
United States than any lady who has ever visited it, with th^ 
exception of Miss Panny Kemble. 

On the 30th of December, B. C. Maywood announced Ma 
intention of withdrawing from the firm of Maywood & Co.,' 
and leaving his partner, Mr. L. T. Pratt, alone in his glory.—* 
Maywood had been becoming daily more and more unpopular, 
but that need not have forced him to lay doWn the sceptre ha 
had wielded so long. Every manager is popular or unpopulwr, 
according as the breeze of public favour sets in; and if the 
gtock'holders drove him from the helm, at least he had a fiw^ii 
revenge, for they sent for him to cross the Atlantic and take 
charge of the Theatre, as the only person capable of stopping 
its downward course. 

Mr. Pratt announced that Mr. W. B. Wood, as his acting 
manager, Mr. G. F. Jervis, as hia stage manager, and reduced 
the price of admission to seventy-five cents, boxes, and thirty^ 
seven-anda-half -cents, pit. This, more than all other causes, 
ham ruined thje prospects of the theatre, being an acknow* 
ledgment that talent of a superior order must always be 
ohaiged for at a higher rate ; consequently, when the boxe« 
are seventy-five cents, it is generally admitted there is nothing 
worth seeing, and the theatre is deserted ; when, on the con* 
toajyadow is denaauded for admission, it is paid imwil« 



Ungljp with miny oommoits on the raptoiont dispoeiiloii ai 
th« manager. In the praient instance, what an agreeahle 
dtuation for me; the Walnut Street Theatre demanding the 
•ame price for admiaiion as the Ghesnnt Street. My boast l&ad 
been, saperior talent at less prices ; whaif dhanoe, with eqnal 
attraetion, had I for snocessl— None ; yet Mr. Freeman studc 
like a leedi to the bond, nntil all the blood was gone, and them 
allowed a short breathinff time before final ezecntion. And 
tide gentleman pretended to be actuated in all these deafings 
by a MendW disposition towards me. 

Oliarles nlean commenced the career of new management 
on the 80th <tf December, 1889, as Hamlet; Celeste, on the 
6th of January, as the Child of the Wreck in the " Wept 
of the Wept-ton-Wish ; but horses were drawing better 
houses now than any two-legged animals. On the llthJanuaiy 
die took a benefit, at which poor Finn acted, for the last timey 
Monsieur Jaques— -left New York for his home after a long 
absence, on Monday afternoon, in the steamboat Lexington, 
and was one of one hundred and seYenty-fire who perished by 
fire, by ice, and by water on that dreadful night. 

Cdeste^s last benefit, if she does not take another, was fixed 
for the 18th of January. Miss Elisabeth Wood, a daughter of 
the Toteran, W. B. Wood, made her first essay as Amanthis, in 
"The Child of Nature." The time was when such an 
announcement would hare filled the Chesnut Street Theatre. 
The audience, on the present occasion, might be select, but 
they were not numerous; the suooeis of the young lady, Teiy 
doubtful HowoTor, on the 4th of Februaiy, she appearad as 
Amelia Wildenhaim, in "Loyers* Vows." On the 8th of 
Februaiy, Miss Poole, Manvers and QoibeleL A benefit was 
given for the purpose of raising a fund to present to the 
widow and children of Henry J. Finn, an actor of whom 
America should have been proud ; but like idl such attempt!; 
unless taken up YOluntarily by the citizens, they but add mor- 
tification to grief: Madame Celeste played the Maid of 
Cashmere, on which occasion I lent the services of Plumer, 
and would have lent the aid of the whole company, and dosed 
the Walnut Street Theatre on that night, could I have aided 
the good intentions of both manager and acton towards the 
fiuttfly of the deceased. 

Celeste took another farewell benefit, playing Yanderdeekeo, 
in the "Flying Dutchman," Snsanne, and the Frontier Maid. 
What an indefittigable lady she is— nothing tires— nothing 
daunts her. She nurses a sick husband aU night, and appean 
as firesh as a lark at rehearsal again in the morning. We are 
for ever permitting her to say good by^ and always dad to ase 
her return to say good by e agiSn. 

Yandenhoff anddau^ter soooeeded OsMe^ and Maywoo4' 
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benefli took plaoe on the 9^ of If areh, when Ux. Wilson, Kr. 
Otnhelei, and Min Sheriff lent the retired manager their aid, 
in '*Somnambnlay" he playing Jook Howieson, written by 
Lockhart, the son-in-law and biographer of Walter Scott, for 
Maokay of Bdinhnrfh, to whom the great nnknown first re* 
▼ealed himself, at the '* Theatrical Fand Dinner," in Bdin- 
bniigh, as the author of the WaVerley Noyeis. 

On the 23rd of Maroh, a novelty was offered for the benefit 
of Mr. Pratt, in the shape of "Der Freischntz," in the German 
langnage, by a company of German actors. On the 20th, 
Herrio Kano appeared as the "Gnome Fly," to a very good 
house. On the 16th of April Charles Eean ; and on the 26th, 
Wilson, Giubelei, and Miss Sheriff produced the new opera 
of tiie ^'Postillion of Longjumeau/' Mrs. Fitzwilliam, Herr 
dine and Balls terminated the list of stars, and the theatre 
dosed for the season, on the 13th of Jane, with ''Laugh when 
You Can,*' and "A Good Night's Rest.*' 
i' On the same night Mrs. Ai«nn*B Garden opened with a loud 
flourish of trumpets, under the direction of Mr. Ward, with 
an attempted "Eruption of Mount YesuTiua," planned by 
Maeintosh, who eyidently did not know what he was about ; 
ke was stiaining to produce an effect of something which he 
had seen or heard of, but which he knew not how to accom- 
piish. The laugh of deiison, at the end of the exhibition, at 
onoe annihilated all hope of future success. Unpaid bills, 
assignment for the benefit of creditors, and a hasty departure 
from Philadelphia, the result of months of preparation, and 
ft qnitem of puffing carried beyond the usual bounds ; a for- 
tunate escape, that the deluded spectators did not demolish 
the eauTas and boards, which constituted the only value of 
this "Eruption," which was Ijo astonish the city — ^and it did 
astonish our citizens so much that they hare not yet oeased 
to wonder how they could have been so gulled. This failure 
was suooeeded by a success as eztraordinaiy. On the 17th of 
June, 1840, 

Madkmoibillb FANNT ELLSLEB, 

the divine Fanny t the glorious Fanny! the astonishing 
Fanny 1 of the light fantastic toe^who turned the heads of 
all the ladies and the hearts of all the ffentlemen, who produed 
a perfect mania for dancing, until the citizens of Baltimore 
danced into the traces of her carriage, proud of the honour of 
dragging the immortal Fanny from the theatre to her hotel — 
aiade her first appearance in Philadelphia as Lauretta, in the 
ballet of "La Terantule," and afterwards danced the "Cra- 
ooYienne." Bhe wis to the ballet what Mademoiselle Garcia 
had baoa ta openi» creating a taste which awaits only de< 
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veLopemeBt to maike a good corps de ballot a nteemsj vo* 
pencUige to every well'regulated theatre. It is not too mwSk 
to predict that a theatre appropriated to opera» Italian, as 
well as English and French ballet, will be tonnd rising up 
among xa, annihilating every species of dramatic amusement 
which attempts to rival it. Why the press should have assailed 
the private character of a young lady whose career had not 
been marked by profligacy, black mail editors alone can an- 
sirer. However their paragraphs may have wounded a deUcate 
and sensitive mind, they had no effect upon her power to 
attract crowded auiHences. So brilliant a career, in Amerioa, 
has never been recorded. Her price, five hundred dollars 
per night, prevented the possibility of a manager msJiiiig 
money who had a company of actors to pay at the Same time; 
but it wound up Mr. Pratt*s season with an eclat that pro- 
mised to benefit his arrangements. Elliot had in Kew York 
played off the admitted attraction of Celeste with good effect 
against her all-powerful rival, smd made an engagement with 
nie for her to play on the same nights at t]»e Walnut ^tr«et 
that fillsler appeared at the Chesnut. ThU was ihe first an- 
gagement between us ever concluded, but destined to remain 
uiSttlfiUed : in the middle of preparations for her reception, I 
received a note from her husband, stating, she had aba^idomsd 
him, and it was out of his power to comply with the terms of 
his contract. Side, and deserted, appealing to my forbear- 
ance, and asking commisseration, I could not find it in my 
heart to oppress a man so stricken. I returned the agree- 
ment, cancelled, and never saw poor Elliot but once again. 
Deep must have been the provocation that could have induced 
a woman so devoted as Celeste appeared to be to him, to oast 
him off for ever, and on a bed of sickneas— yee, of death, for 
he did not long survive the blow. Abandon husband and 
child and fortune, to seek protection in a land of strangers ! 
Many rumours injurious to her reputation were droulated, 
but not one received credence from those who knew the par- 
ties intimately. She returned to the United States, on his 
death, to claim her child, and left America, so long her home, 
heart-broken, to think her dearly beloved daughter — whom 
to clasp once more to her heart, she had braved ike perils of 
the oceans-had been taught to harbour thoughts derogatory 
to her mother's honour, and refused the protection offered to 
her by her father's relatives. Poor Celeste ! thy case was in- 
deed a hard one-*thy last farewell, a mournful oda. May 
your future career be happy and prosperous. 
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CHAPTEB XXXVII. 

The Season of 18i0"*41. W. E. Burton. Charlotte Cushxnan. Her 
perseverance. Buckstone. Opening of the Arch Street Theatre. 
Difficulties upon difficulties. Mr. John Braham. Power's last engage- 
ment In Philadelphia. The loss of the steam-ship President. The 
Manager's last kiclc. The Opera of <' Norma** produced in splendid 
style. Unjust treatment of Mr. Wood. His letter to the Editor of the 
" HXRAU).* The Walnut Street Theatre, under the management of 
Dinneford and MarshaU. Hervio Naso. HitcheU in Philadelphia. 

Thb Beason of 1S40'4I ig one which will &ever be forgotten. 
What hopes, what fears, what wishes, what threats did it 
thrive xiae to-*^ crash ia one short year the whole of the con- 
tending powers, each voice of whom, at Uie oommenoement, 
declared for open war — four Kichmonds in the field, and all 
annihilated, carton had been actively engaged in alteriiu^ 
Cooke's ctroos into a theatre, to be christened The l^atiomo, 
with the avowed purpose of ruining the managers of the 
Ghesnot Street Theatre, little dreaming that his own ruin 
would precede their own downfall. As an actor, Mr. W. £. 
Barton has no superior on ihe American stage ; bat it is not 
always the best actor who makes the best manager ; his faults 
here are : first-^want of nerve to fight a losing batde ; in sac- 
oess he is a great general, to be dreaded by all who come in 
ojroisition to his interest. 

Uis theatre, on the opening night, Monday, the 31st of 
August, 1840, presesented a scene cf splendour never wit- 
nessed in America. In decorating a house for the amusement 
of the public, if any £sult could be found, it was of ornament, 
the gilt moulding on a pure ground of white being too much 
crowded ; the ea^es supporting the drapery of the proscenium 
boxes, were the most chaste and beautifal things I ever saw. 
Mr. Foster, who came among us with Cooke, and whose ex- 
perience at the Adelphi Theatre, in London, gave him all the 
requisite knowledge, seemed to have bent all his energy to 
this one purpose, and succeeded perfectly. Barton was for- 
tunate, too, m securing the aid of Haviland to superintend 
the alterations. His opening pieces were the '* Bivals,*' and 
** A Boland far an Oliver ;** his company, Mr. P. Bichings 
stage manager, J. B. Scott, James Thome, Shaw, Whiting, 
Graham, Neafie, T. Phicide, 0. Porter, Becket, Brooke, Quayle, 
Herbert, Oakey, Stafford, Boulard, Woodbury, Master Beed 
J. Yan Stavoreen, Bright, Ince, and Beed; Misses C. Oashman 
Helton, S. Cushman, E. Petrie, Porter, Fanny Ince, Jones 
Wilson, Delamere, OoUi^boume, Flanxdgan, Wilkins: M6a< 
4m«i Smk^ B«gl;«t| mi Vmmi a tUsma wi jwU«i»«i| 
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■elected ttook oompuiy, to which his own name added a tower 
of Btrength ; yet he did not give his company a feir chance. 
In over anxiety to commence the starring system, he checked 
their rising popularity. Hacket was tbe first star— the weak- 
est he coald have selected — and Abbot, who followed, was 
really, as far as attraction was concerned, no star at aU« 
Oraham failed, but appears to have had no favoarable opper- 
tnnity to display his powers, and, in returning to England, 
showed that he, at least, possessed a quality most rare in aotois 
•--common sense. Of the actors new to the Philadelphia 
public, whom Burton introduced, 

Mns CHARLOTTE CUSHMAN 

deeerves more than a passing notice. This young lady is a 
proof of what perseyerance, steadily directed to one ol^'ed;^ 
will accomplish ; more especially where genius^ gianMike, 
proceeds hand-in-hand- along with it. She commenced bear 
theatrical career as a singer, announced fis a pupil of lljr. 
Maeder, her voice pronounced to be of a most extraordinaxy 
nature, rarely poesesBed by a female. She failed, whether 
from loBS of voice, or deficiency in her musical education* or 
both, I cannot record; but nothing daunted her. Repudiated 
as a singer, I find her grasping at once at the honours of 
tragedy — attempting the part of Lady Macbeth, (since so 
admirably sustained by her,) but at this time beyond her 
powers. Kot discouraged by this second failure, if it is net 
too harsh to term it so, I find her descending from the stUts 
of the Bowery Theatre, under Hamblin — occupying the 
humble station of a walking lady at the Park Theatre, in 
New York, cheerfully performing any part allotted to her by 
the manager, at the same time closely studying the manners 
and peculiarities of all the European aetors, male or female, 
with whom her position brought her in contact; and, as 
subsequently appears, carefully hoarding the knowledge of 
her art thus acquired for future action, yet not advancing 
with rapid strides in the favour of the audience, by whom she 
was tolerated, but not supposed to possess the talent which 
they afterwards became proud to honour. Her masculine 
mind at once perceived, that the only means of success was to 
cultivate the acquaintaoice of the gentlemen conducting the 
newspapers ; fugitive pieces of poetry appeared in the papeis, 
and in the popular periodical magazines, under the signMure 
of *' Charlotte Cnshman." These answered the double purpoie 
of placing her name before the public, as a lady of utenuQr 
talent, and securing the notice of the publidifini to her 
dramatic career. At length, Nancy Sykes, m " Oliver Twieti" 
gave her sn opportuni^ of proving what she wis oapablft ef 
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acooiAtolisliiiig. As a portrait of female depravity, it was 
painlwlT correct ; and m all her future career, she never 8ur- 
paaied the excellence of that performance. In leaying the 
Fark Theatre, to join Barton in Philadelphia, she at once 
opened the road to that fame which Bhe rapidly acquired ; 
here she had a field for the prosecution of her ahilitie?, which 
was at this time filled hy older and abler favourites in New 
York. The success of the " Naiad Queen'* carried her name 
triumphantly alon^ with it ; and at the end of the season, she 
had assumed a position, which enabled her to return to the 
Park Theatre, as the leading actress of the American stage; 
and her ambition will not be satisfied, unt^ she can add, Siia 
leading actress of the English stage, as she progresses in her 
ftiture career. The visit of Mr. Maoready to the United 
States, and the high opinion he entertained of her merit as an 
aeferesB, opened the road to London, where her suooees will 
secure not only renown, but fortune, on her return to her 
native country. 

Of late yean it has become the ftshion to place theatres 
imder the direction of ladies, and Miss Gushman has figured 
as the manager of the American Theatre, in Walnut Street, 
under my successor, Mr. Marshall ; but even the popularity 
of her name could not command success in such an under- 
taking, — ^hers she proved incompetent. At the end of one 
season, W. B» Blake was announoiBd as her assistant, (but, in 
fiMt, her manager,) to give her an opportunity of retiring, 
without woundiuff her feelings, sufficiently mortified by the 
knowledge, that the reins of power must pass from her hands, 
or the doors of the theatre do closed for want of patronage. 
Here is another defeat to be over-mastered ; and I risk little 
in prophesying, if ever a National Theatre is erected in New 
York, upon purely Amrrican principles. Miss Oushman will 
be one of the great promoters of the design, and not unlikely 
the lessee and manager; she is fully impressed with Richelieu's 
motto—" There is no such word as fail /' and in the spirit of 
good feeling I say to her, go a-head. 

The Chesnut Street Theatre was opened under Pratt and 
Dinmore, (the late treasurer,) on the 29th of August. One 
night previous to the opening of the National, Murdoch was 
announced as the stage manager; the performance, the 
•'School for Scandal" and ''Popping the Question;" stars 
announced, Fanny Ellsler, E. Forrest, Power, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wood, and Buckstone. The last named gentleman made his 
first appearance on the 7th of September^ as Jemmy Wheedle 
and Selim Pettibone ; one of the few authors who have proved 
themselves also good actors. Buckstone's reputation depends 
■lore upon his inriting than his actings yet tnero is a quaint- 
iMH of maaner and peculiarity of voioe, which renders him. 



tW TOUmOAA BJMBAnY* 

without any eUlm t^ gteaJkumh a TalaaMe meahn q£ a 
theatrical eompanj. Aa a star, he haa no protaoBioiia to 
Botioe^ and wiselj joined Mb fortanes to Mn. FitzwUUani 
who found in him an able assistant, and thus maintained a 
position vhieh alone he neyer could have held with sacceas. 
On the 7th of September, I announeed the openin|r of the 
Arch Street Theatre, under my direction* Hielge had re- 
decorated the hoQse ; the gas had been introduced ; scenaiy 
painted for a new piece, entitled the ** Brovost of Paria f 
Hadaway had been appointed stage manager, and oTory thing 
wore the aspect of a ptosperoua oomm^cement. Mr. Thfnvuui 
Newton marred all my prospects ; he had promised me faith« 
ftUly, if I would permit him to take ofif the hands amplofed 
«t thd Arch Street Theatre for twe days, to enable Kr. 
Burton to open, whoee gaa fixturea he was also makings he 
Would iHring down all the force from the National Theatre on 
the Tuesday, and be ready for me in time. I assented ; bat 
the gas fixtures were so incomplete, on the first nighty at the 
National, Burton would not permit a single hand to leave his 
place until all was finished. In this he was perftctly right; 
hut the two days lost <m my work were attended with moat 
disagreeable consequences. At six o'clock* on the evening oi 
the 7th of September, Mr. Nioholsonj the Superintendant of 
the Philadelphia Gas Company, sent me w«^d that the pipee 
had not been proved, and the gas could not be turned on. In 
vain I pleaded the ru|n which must follow su^ a disappoii^ 
ment; he replied, the rules that governed him were im- 
perative, and could not be departed Irom. The crowd, aa- 
sembled before the doors, waiting for admiuion, became 
clamorous; they were sufficiently numerous to reach acrosB 
Arch Street, in front of the theatre. I waa oempelled to in- 
form them that the gas could not be turned on. While I 
addressed them Irom the piazza, Mr. Hadaway performed the 
iame kind office on the oppoaite aide of the street We per- 
suaded them quietly to disperse ; and thus, instead of opening 
toifive or six hundred dollars, which appearances indicated, on 
the 7th of September, I opened on the 8th, with Bice, (Jim 
Crow,) to 152 dollars. Who can control the uncertain chance 
of fate ? Had I known or dreamed of the possibility of such an 
occurrence at twelve o'clock, I would have ransacked the city 
of Philadelphia, and been prepared with oil to light the 
house upon this unfortunate night. It was the first time in 
my managerial career I had ever appo^ted a certain night 
lor any certain event to come off, and miled to accomplish ii 
If Mr. Newton had been an actor, such an eceurrenoe Would 
have been impossible. Why he deceived me, who had e^ 
tained for him the conteaet* in opposition in the opinien tf 
a0t«rd Of the BMiabm of Ihebo^ ef 0g6nto--vkApflmt«d 



for IdiA tho lob from Burton^ aad alflo the alteraAioa <^ ilM 
fixtures of the Walnut Street Tlieatre, it is a problem I bare 
tempted to solve more tban once, bat it is inexplicable to 
me. The consequence was ruin. Hy resources bad been 
crippled by my last season in Walnut Street ; the aid of my 
friends taxed to the utmost, to enable me to prepare for a 
campaii^Uf which terminated, as far as I was concerned, with- 
out a blow. On the following night, the gas was Tery im- 
peorfectly lighted ; and it was half an hour after the time of 
beginning before the lamps In front of the theatre could be 
lighted, giving to those who presented themselYes to purchase 
tickets, ideas that we could not be ready lor performance. 
The 8th of September yielded 152 dollars, the 9tfi, 61 doUsrs, 
the 10th, d3 dollars, the 11th, 98 dollars, Bice*s benefit, on 
the 12th, 195 dollars—the receipts of the five nights, 601 
dollars; out of which. Rice, by contract, was to receive 250 
dollars. On the Monday, a new piece, and a very good 
one, entitled ''The Sixes; or the Devil is in the Dioe,** 
produced only 90 dollars, Tuesday 43 dollucs, Wednesday 
30 dollars, Thursday 18 dollars. On Friday morning 
J assembled the company in the green room, told them 
that a contest like this must be useless, entailing misery all 
around ; that they had better, before it was too late, provide 
themselves with situations for the winter; and thus disbanded 
those who were willing to depend upon my exertions. They 
deserted me not, even in these apparently desperatdy circum- 
stances ; I deserted them, conscious that distress, starvations 
and misery alone could attend a further attempt to prosecute 
such a commencement. The ladies and ffentlemen deserve 
my thanks, which I am proud thus to ten£r them, for their 
kind intentions. On Friday, I did not attempt to open the 
doors ; and strolling into Burton's theatre, found myself much 
amused by a good representation of a piece in which old Time 
had provided a safe receptadetfor all managers, ^oyamensing 
Prison, my friend Burton, it is dangerous to tamper with ; 
true jokes ; a few months found you, amon^ others, ready to 
avail yourself of this same sanctuary. Who would have 
thought that I, who felt myself strong in the affections of a 
certain portion of the play-going community, should have 
been the first to run, before a shot from the enemy had reached 
me, a victim to the treachery of a friend. I went to Balti- 
more, where no better fate awaited me. There politics had 
turned the heads of the whole population, who were them- 
selves nightly engaged as actors in large processions, bearing 
lanthorns, banners, and soul- inspiring mottos. Harrison and 
Yan Buren night after night engaged the minds of all, either 
as active partskers in the exciting scene, or as paasive specta- 
tM8» a d*^iripg the splflDdonr with whioh each ^trty strove, in 
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this oonttiBt, to outdo the other. Theatres, or any 'place of 
public amtuement, were snperflaoxw ; eyen those who possessed 
the right of free admisBion would not honour us with their 
presence. Thus it proceeded from bad to worse, until the 
30th of Noyember, I returned again to the Arch Street 
Theatre, and opened with Hill, haying reduced my prices to 
twenty-fiye 'cents, boxes, and pit, twelye and a half cents, to 
contend against a similar moyement on the part of Marshall 
and Dinneford, at the Walnut Street Theatre. I opened this 
time to an excellent house, although Mr. l^ewton had not 
completed his ffas fixtures, and 1 had been obliged to call in 
another to finish his work. I had 246 dollars ; the pieces, 
"Sudden Thoughts,** "The Green Mountain Boy," and 
" O. K.** Booth opened in Richard, on the 12th of Decem- 
ber, to 300 dollars. All promised hope of success, when he 
agaiB placed the thermometer below zero by appearing upon 
the stage drunk. Down went the houses to 70 dollims, and 
80 dollars, then to 24 dollars, and 18 dollars. The theatre 
continued open until the 30th of January, when I requested 
the stockholders to release me from all engagements, cancel 
the lease, and I retired heartily disgusted with eyery thing 
connected with the Arch Street Theatre, which to me had 
been one source of annoyance after another, entailing a loss 
upon my already crippled resources of three or four thousand 
dollars. 

Rice, Hill, Booth, Sandford, Williams, Wood and his dogs, 
and Tom Flynn, were the stars. " 0. K." " New Notions," 
« A Wife for a Day,»» "the Lion of the Sea," "Norman Leslie," 
" the Serpent Lady," " the Convict's Child," and " the Brazen 
Drum,*' the new pieces ; the whole season sixty-three nights, 
ten weeks and a half; the whole receipts, 5630 dollars, of 
which 1000 dollars were paid to the stars, leaving an average 
of seventy-three and a half dollars per night. Daring the last 
few weeks, arrest for debt f ollo#ed arrest, execution followed 
execution, until, to keep my person out of gaol, I was com- 
pelled to apply for the benefit of the insolvent laws, a dis- 
charge under which I received at the March term of the court 
in 1841. My large establishments were completely broken 
up. Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Pittsburgh Theatres, all 
passed from my hands — my property disposed of under the 
sheriff's hammer, at a time when real estate would hardly be 
taken as a gift— ruining me, without aiding my creditors. A 
theatrical wardrobe, the most extensive in the United States, 
which ten thousand dollars could not replace, sold for one 
hundred and thirty-six dollars ! I ! The Pennsylvania Theatre, 
which cost me fifteen thousand dollars, exclusive of the mort- 
gage of five thousand dollars, sold, subject to the same mort- 
gage, for aixty.two doUais. The month of April, 1841, found 
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me without one cent, cruBhed, heart-broken and degraded in my 
my own eatimation, by the white-waahinf prooeaa I had bean 
compelled to undergo. I have never oeen the same man 
since. Difficulties ^ich previous to this epoch in my life, I 
gloried in Burmounting, have been suffered to master me. My 
energy of character, which gave me nerve to face any emer- 
ffency, seems to have deserted me» and 1 have lived to be re« 
fused an engagement in the Philadelphia theatres at one- 
fourth of the amount at which 'my services therein were 
formerly eagerly sought for. In all this, let me not forget 
my obligations to my good friend, Mr. Samuel Hays, the gro- 
cer, at the comer of Eleventh and Water St. He was the 
first as early as June, 1840, to place the sherriff upon my 
back, in return for the exertions of myself and all the mem- 
bers of the Strembeck family, to recommend him customers, 
when he first located himself in the neighbourhood of Eleventh 
and George Street. I had paid him yearly several hundred 
dollars, and refused to avail myself of the law's delay in dia- 
charge of this claim : he was the first to cry mad dog, and 
loose the officers of the law upon my falling, but not then 
hopeless fortune. It was a greater satisfaction to me to pay 
him thsn it could have been to him to deprive my wife and 
children of the few comforts which years of untiring industry 
had placed around them. For the attempt, he has not been, 
or will he be, forgotten in our many pleasant recollections. 
Should he ever be placed in a similar situation, may he meet 
with no such urgent creditor. As a foil to this, thank Qcd, 
there is one bright spot which cheered me in misfortune. 
Mr. Wilson, and the carpenters of the Walnut Street Theatre^ 
when they heard of the distress which existed in my family, 
entered into a subscription from their hard-earned wages (al- 
though they were also my creditors to a larger amount than 
a mechanic ought to lose by his employer,) and tendered it to 
me. Although I did not accept the offering, the kind feeling 
which dictated it is imprinted upon my heart ; and to those 
men I feel grateful for the first really pleasant hour I ex- 
perienced from the time of my failure ; it was a balm which 
soothed my feelings and turned them once more into their I 

proper sphere of action. Mr. Wilson had been placed in his 
present position by my recommendation to the stockholders, 
and thus proved that his heart is in the right place. i 

Having thus brought my connexion as manager of a Phila- 
delphia Theatre, for the present to a close, let me return to 
the rivals whose movements now occupied the public atten- j 

tion. Mr. E. Forrest was at the Chesnut Street from the 2l8t 
of September until the 3d of October, when Power succeded 
him, retaining possession imtil the 24th. On the 27th, Mr. 
«a4 Mrisf. Wood, vid Mr. Brought with Mr, JjsSiWt oomiaonced 
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iQKtterftMtwm. No Bo<Hier was the name of 4^ Wo^dsMen 



L the play hilUi, thm Burton annovtioes in hurfs^ oapitals, tiie 
engagettient of Kus Clifton, Mr. and Misa Yandenhoff, Mr. 
BuokBtone, Mr. Braham, Mrs. Fitzwilliam, Mr. Power, Mr. 
Goibelei, Min Poole, Mr. and Mn. Segain, Mr. Hackett, Mr. 
Browne, and the promise of an Italian opera. The steam 
was evidently rising fast — ^boilers preparing for ezpa&eiTe 
aotion, to fonnt with a terrible explosion, s^^ttering dismay 
on all aronnd. Bither these annonncements were a managerial 
device to attract attention from Old Drnryand the Woods, or 
the managers mast have fallen into a sleep, or have been guided 
by wrong counsel, to loose thns their hold npon these ston, 
who alone could enable them to resist the energetic move- 
ments of their younger opponent. On the 10th of November, 
Fanny Elkler and Mens. Silvain, followed the Woods. Half 
of Fanny's attraction is gone— the houses good, but not great 
— ^the treasury gasping in agony, and the theatre evidently f» 
articolo mortis, playing only four nights a week, not opening 
the doors the mghts on which the graceful Fanny did not ap- 
pear. Forrest comes once more to the rescue — a powerfal 
ally, but unable to command success. Then Le Oompte and 
a corps de ballet ; and, and finally, an announcement that the 
theatre will be closed on the 4th of January, to prepare for 
Bellini's opera of ** Norma." No want of amusement in this 
our Quaker City — ^four theatres open; the Chesnut, the 
National, the American, and the Arch Street ; Baymond and 
Waring's Circus, with Le Fort and Otto Motty ; Promenade 
Ooncerts at the Museum a la MtMard, by Frank Johnson and 
and his celebrated band, to usher in the year 1841. 

On the 16th of November, Tyrone Power, so long the able 
support ofthe Chesnut Street Theatre, deserted Old Drary, 
for the newly erected National, where he appeared as Sir 
Patrick O'Plenipo, and Doctor O'Tode. Whether he profited 
by the change in a pecuniary point, is not the question if he 
lost " caster" Burton gained credit for indefatigable exertion to 
annihilate Pratt and Dinmore, who seem, in Murdoch, in«c- 
perieneed as he was in management, to have placed the reins 
of government in hands too weak to compete with such an ad- 
versary as Burton. On the 30th of November, 1840, one of 
the brightest names in the annals of English Theatres was an- 
nounced at the National- 
Ma. JOHN BRAHAM, 

who appeared as Henrjr Bertram, in "Ouy l^annering." In 
liis best day, he was a miserable actor; but singen— and tuch 
ringeiB, so rarely heard— are not expected to be actors. His 
ftme as the first tenor vfaiger of the BngHsh stage had Ions 



l>6«i nndispixM : tiie *'lltU6 (xnucigo boy" wsb feosived tHtii 
acolamaitioa wiwrerer he went— his name anffioient to fill tiM 
laxgeet theatoe, and no miuical festiyal was considered wortk 
attending whexe Brafaam was not. Cathedral, concert-room 
or theatre, he was the magnet of attraction. Who that heard 
'rJeptha's fiash Vow" could ever forget the volnme of voice 
which iBsned from that diminutive frame, or the ecstacy with 
widch '< Waft her Angels through the Skies'* thrilled eveijt 
iMTve of the attentive listener? He ought to have visited 
tlie United States twenty years sooner, or not have risked his 
isputation hy coming at all. Ijike Incledon, he was only 
iMard by Amisrieans when his powers of voice were so im- 
paired as to leave them to ccmjecture what he had been, and 
Bseum the vreck that all had once admired. His very fame 
prepared his condemnation, and he committed a fatal errer 
In adecting a concert-room for his bebut in North America ; 
thus dulling the edge of curiosity which would have filled 
the theatre to overflowing on his first appearance. Then, in 
imiting th« city of Philadelphia, he should have gone to the 
Chesnut Street, which, like the Park in Kew York, can alone 
give an actor lasting reputation. This every star has dis- 
covered, who, in their eagerness to secure better terms at any 
«ther place d puMic amusement, dig the grave of their repu- 
tation. No fa^ure to attract an audience was ever more ap- 
parent than his ; while but one opinion — ikat of disappoint- 
ment — was heard from ev«ry body. Whatever sum Burton 
prWised to give him was intended to be fully paid ; but the 
airtist failed to draw the crowds anticipated, and the manager 
could not ftiltil his oontract. He took his benefit on the 14th 
of December, as much (tispleased at the result of his engage- 
ment as any aaditor with hii efforts to amuse. Braham, as a 
«<nsipoBer, enjoys a reputation which will survive even thera- 
collection of his Ameiican failure. Some of his ballads, for 
simplicity and beauty, have never been exceed. 

<& i^ ? 9th of December, Burton produced, under the di- 
Motion of Foster, *' the Nadad Queen,** the success of whu^ 
fea some time eclipsed ali other theatrical attraction; the 
whole public was directed nightly to the doors of the National 
Theatre. As a spectacle, it has never been equalled in the 
United States ; but the wcetA charm was ** the Fifby Femaile 
Warriors,'' headed by Miss Oharlotte Ooshman and Elixa 
Petrie. Such a display of ladies' legs, no mortal mim could 
resist the opportunity of seeing— the theatre was crowded 
nightly— Hr. Burton in the high road to reap l^e reward of 
aU his ezeiiions— fortune lay before him. But iS^e dogged 
nyuit of (^positieB» aad a determination not to be content 
tritii his own anpoessy unless he could blight all chance of re- 
^imr«ry4oitdMaiaMt Btreet Tkett^ iodnoad him to lay It 
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aside, to produce '* Nomuk,*' on the 11th of January* for whkh 
he was not prepared either in scenery or dresses. In offenng 
Hiss Sutton, Krs. Mardyn, and Mias Inverarity, in opposition 
to Mr. and Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Bailey, and Mr. Brongh, he only 
exposed his own weakness; and, notwithstanding Mrs. Wood's 
sickness, after the seventh night, gave him a chance which he 
could not have calculated upon, the failure of " Korma"moie 
than counterbalancing the success of the ' 'Nsiad Queen," the 
dresses of which were pressed into the service of the former 
piece, and gave Mr. Burton a blow from which he never ie« 
covered. The public cried out against this course^ and his 
popularity as a manager was gone— the charm of his nanie had 
vanished, and with it, all his future exertions— his doom was 
fixed. The splendid theatre he had called into existence was 
destined to pass into other hands. Yet, after all the row, 
which closed the opera at old Drury, he produced a capital 
piece, in which the hit at failure of " Norma,'* the supemo- 
meraries, taking the battle chorus for their cue to strike, and 
place the theatre in an uproar, caused shouts of laughter and 
applause every night, it was giving him one blow, while he 
dealt to his adversaries <wo— and very hard, uncharitable 
blows they were. 

On the 25th of February, 1841, Tyrone Power commenced 
the last engagement he was ever doomed to act in Philadel- 
phia. He proceeded to New York, where, on Tuesday, the 9th 
of March, he made his last appearance on the stage of any 
country, as Gerald Pepper, in the ** White Horse of the Pep- 
pers/* and Morgan Battler, in " How to pay the Bent.** On 
the following day he sailed from New York in the steamship 
President ; his fate, to this hour^ a sealed book— not a vestige 
of the ship, her crew, or passengers, have either been seen or 
heard of. Farewell, Power : long will it be ere thy memory ia 
forgotten, and longer ere thy place will be supplied, upon the 
stage, wMch mourns thy loss. 

On the 10th of April, Burton produced. "Tippoo Saib, or the 
Storming of Seringapatam," with thirty horses, which proved 
the manaffer's last kick— who departed for the National The- 
atre, in New York, bearing me along with him, as his lUd-de- 
camp, and left Foster to produce the " Seven Champions of 
Christendom," on the 10th of May, which dosed the first sea- 
son of W. E. Burton's management in Philadelphia, not mudi 
to his satisfaction. 

On the 11th of January, 1841, Messrs. Pratt and Dinmore, 
aided by the Messrs. Fry, Mr. and Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Bailey, 
and Mr. Brough, produced the opera of ** Norma^" in a sljla 
80 superior as to pluck the feather from the cap of so able a 
manl^pr as Mr. Wallaok, who, until this day, could boast of 
l^'AmiUe" as the only open whichhad been prwentod to tke 
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Aiherican public, as an opera should be rapresented; but 
Philadelphia now took the lead. The chonis, sixty in number; 
the oTohestra equally full and complete ; the dresBes, scenery^ 
properties; andlastly, the principal singerSy the best the £ng- 
Ush stage could boast. "Korma," as produced at the Chesnut 
Street Theatre, was a dramatic representation to be proud o£ 
What a pity it should have involved all concerned in diffi- 
culty. For seven nights the ^Theatre presented an array of 
fashion, pleasing to the spectator, as well as profitable to the 
manager, when Mrs. Wood, from the nightly exertion required, 
broke down under the effort, and the theatre was closed from 
the 20th tmtil the 25th of January. On the 4th of February 
it was played for the last time, for a complimentary benefit to 
the translator, J. R. Fry : tickets of admission on the occasion, 
two dollars each. The whole affair exploded in a ^rand row. 
It appears the receipts nightly taken were not sufficient to pay 
the nightly expenditure, and Messrs. Pratt and Dinmore 
wished to make the Woods the last party to be paid, while 
they expected, and insisted upon being the first. The theatre 
closed abruptly, and a tempest in a teapot followed ; the ma- 
nagers came out in a printed statement in the Courier and 7m- 
quirer, from which I quote. They go back to transactions 
which had previously taken place, admitting that in former 
engagements there was an unpaid balance of HQ dollars, for 
which they gave a note; but before it reached maturity, 
urgpd ilpon llr. Wood the propriety of giving up the note, and 
ta&ng lOT it the picture of Mrs. Wood, in the lobby of the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, which cost 660 dollars— the price it 
appears they paid Mr. Thomas Sully for the picture and frame. 
Mr. Wood finally consents to this arrangement, and bore off a 
picture, which Ifaywood & Co., when ^ La Somnambula" was 
filling their treasury to overflowing, insisted upon having 
painted, to bo placed in the most ooni^icuous part of the the« 
atre, as a mark of admiration for the talent of Mrs. Wood, and 
to perpetuate the memory of her great success. Now gentle- 
men, had you spared yourselves this abject piece of flattery, 
you would have escaped the mortification which followed, and 
the proof you gave to Mr. Wood of the high value you placed 
upon the work of art, you so* anxiously pleaded to Mrs. Wood 
for the privilege of being allowed to have painted, at your 
expense. 

In order to excite public resentment against Mr. Wood, the 
mani^^ers further stated, in previous engagements, (without 
mentioning how many,) they had promptly paid him 21,377 
dollars — a large sum of money; but, upon mercantile princi- 
ples, certainly no reason why Mr. Wood should lose by defal- 
cation upon present payments, because Iieha4 xnade moties 
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by pvoTietn deaUngs between the partiw. They iiclaiOiwUdge 
a balance due to Mr. Wood of 421 dollaiB, but do not congider 
this a Buffioient cause for the opera, which on their own state- 
ment, it appears, does not pay. The long and short of the 
matter is — they agreed to give Mr. Wood for the services of 
bis wife, and other artists, one half of the receipts each night; 
the other half was not sufficient to cover the expenditure of 
an opera, produced upon so large a scale, and in so perfect a 
manner. They wished Wood to reduce his terms, and if he 
refused his assent, they had no objections to reduce them for 
iam, by an unpaid balance, which he resisted. It appears fur- 
ther, by a card from Mr. J. fieese Fry, that the compiimentazy 
benefit was accepted solely as the means of meeting responsi- 
bilities to certain performers, assumed by his brother, in oca- 
sequence of the unexpected stoppage of the opera, after the first 
week's representation. The proceeds of that benefit have all 
been disbursed for such purposes. *' Neither myself, nor any 
one in my interest, (so writes Mr. J. B. Fry,) received any fur- 
ther reward from the production, than the delight shared by 
the public in witnessing the proper performance of the work 
of a great master." 

The newspapers, on an exparte representation, attacked 
Hr. Wood, who, smarting under former experience, in hand- 
ling a gentleman belonging to the press too roughly, wisely 
resolved to give up the contest, and sail for England. Here 
is the letter he despatched to Mr. Bennett of the New York 
Herald, on leaving the shores of the United States. 

«< Atsea, ship Geoige Washington, 
" February 8, 1841. 
** Dkar Sib, 

'• I cannot leave thete shores without expressing the sincere respect 
and esteem which Mr. Wood and myself entertain for the American pub- 
lic, while at the same time I make known my sentiments towards those 
of my own countrymen, who have been the cause of the principal anxieties 
«id annoyances which we have suffered in this country. I can assert, and 
with the most heartfelt satisfaction I do so, that some of the warmest and 
best friends I Iiave on earth, are Americans, and beg that it may be dis- 
tinctly understood, that had my intercourse and business transactions been 
confined to them alone, no difficulty, 'I feel assured, would have eva 
taken place between myself and any portion of the public. Every per- 
plexity in which I have been concerned in this country, has originated 
with my own countrymen, and I am sorry to add, with Englishmen be- 
longing to my own profession— a profession unfortunately degraded by 
Xnany belonging to it— who, instead of using the honest means which they 
possess to dignify and exalt it, find a delight in seeking to bring down to 
their degraded level, all who aspire to respectability in its ranks. Pevmit 
jne, sh:, also to observe, that the offences laid to my charge have been of a 
ptrictly private nature, and arising out of my business, with which tha 
puUiQ faavQ assuredly no more right \o fntarfere than with t\m privmt^ 
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•onieqia«nt annoyance, might be spared* both to the public and the staged 
if those who profess to be friends of the latter, would pay less attention to 
the stories circulated by the envious and dissatisfied of our profe;^ion ; 
and that the press itself would not become less dignified by criticising 
justly, without fear or favour, the performances of the stage, and by com- 
pletely discarding from their employ the services of such reporters as el»« 
tirely neglect, or totally destroy the prosperity of an actor, because he U 
not inclined to pay for extra puffs, or to 'play gratuitously for the benefit 
of their favouritef , or by any other method to conciliate their good«wilI« 
I have lived long enough In the world, to entertain the conviction that a 
plain, straight-forward course Is the best, and will not, on compulsion* 
be forced into singing gratuitously for every complimentary benefit which 
a few disinteTetted committee-men think proper to patronisct by com- 
pelling all performers who may happen to be in the country to "volutin 
teer'* their services, or suffer their high displeasure. 

" With many thanks to all my friends, I respectftilly take leave for the 
present, without ever intending again to attempt to pursue my profeggion 
in this country. I hope to return, after a brief period, with Mrs. Wood 
(whose health is at present too feeble to allow her to exercise her art) and 
shall bring with me several new operas, with one or more singen of 
established reputation, to •upp<nrt Mrs. Wood, who have not experienced 
the displeaguxe of any one in Amexlca, professionally, or otherwise. 

** Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) "Joseph Wood,"* 

This may be some consolation to yon, Mr. Bnrton. If 
Braham proved too strong for your J)ocket, *' Norman* and 
the Woods silenced for a time the batteries of yonr adversaries 
altogether. On the 19th of Febrnary, the Chesnnt Street 
Theatre opened for the benefit of Miss Alexitift Pisher, when 
W. R. Blake, nfrho had been nnceremonionsly ejected ftopi 
the Walnut Stteel; Theatre to make room fw Tom Flyntt, 
played a short jsngagement, Henry Flacide appearing on the 
same nights. What a shame the theatre shottld be deserted 
when such an actor plays — all proved useless — and the Ohetf> 
nut Street Theatre Quietly expired, until the first o^ May; 
when it once more attempted to raise its head, with Bichin^fi 
as dtage manager — a bad doctor in a desperate case ; but with 
the aid of opera. Miss Foole, Mis. Seguin, Miss Marshall, 
Messrs. Manvers, Qiubelei, and Seguin, Mr. and Miss Well^, 
he contrived to keep open until the 21st of June, closing with 
" Norma," (which had revived with Mrs. Seguin, Miss Poole, 
and Guibelei, with a reduced orchestra and chorus,) and 
*' Faint Heart hever won Fair Lady," for his own benefit. 

I must now say a word or two about the American Theatre, 
Walnut Street, which since I resigned the lease, when the 
exactions of ihe agents became too onerous, had been taken 
by Messrs. Binneford and Marshall, Mr. H. O. Freemen alloir- 

•PabUiliedititheNew Yotl(Hcnad,of Thundayji'ebnuury ll»ia4X. 
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^ngihem Ut open tiid thdatre, witk the^ upper boxfis ai twenty' 
Are oenti^ and the pit twdTe-and-aplialf oents— 4ui importation 
of low prices from Kew York, not reqaired by the state of 
theatricak in PhiladelpMa, but to wbioh even the Ohesnnt 
Street Theatre was reduced in 1845. Bare consistencj, forcing 
a man who had worked hard for six yean to improve their 
property, to increase his admission to thirty-seven and a half 
4sents to the pit, and now permitting it to be reduced two 
hundred per cent ; the income of the bars was also surrendered 
>to the new tenants. Am I to believe, gentlemen, that you 
designedly forced me to abandon the theatre, or that a feeling 
of anffer now prompted your actions towards me by your 
liberality to my successor ? At least I know, while they have 
been rent tree, you have lost five thousand a year by sacrificing 
your previous tenant-^no consolation to me I assure you; 
although I think I had a claim to a little more favour than 
ever was extended to me, and was by no means sorry to get 
rid of the frivolous complaints, continually uttered by Hr. 
Freeman upon some subject or another. On the 14th of Oc- 
tober, the announcement met my eye, while at Baltimore ; 
thus it ran : — Under the sole direction of W. B. Dinneford ; 
W. B. Blake, staee manager, Fredericks, Charles, Howard, 
W, H. Williams, J. Barnes, Harrington, Hadaway, N. Porter, 
Ewing, Curtis, B. Williams, Henry Colvin, Wells; Miss 
Mitchell, Mrs, Flynn, Miss Bock, Mrs. Charles, Mrs. Kinloch, 
Mrs. La Forrest, Miu Murray, Miss A. Kinloch, Miss J. Ein- 
loch, Mrs. Brittenham, Mrs. Myers ; Collingboume, Prompter, 
and eight corps de ballet girls. The play " Honey Moon,'^ 
and the farce of " A Boland for an Oliver." Prices of admis- 
sion-slower boxes 50 cents ; second and third tier, 25 cents ; 
the pit 12 and a half cents. JubilaU. 

A very strong company who continued to play with sucoeas 
many of the old comedies, but managers never can let well 
enough alone. I have done the same thing often myself; but 
a looker-on sees more than a gamester ; and in stopping the 
career of the company for Mr. Hervio Nano, the Gnome Fly, 
the manager committed an error, which the sudden falling off 
of his houses soon gave him intimation ot On the 24th of 
December Booth played ; and on the 28th, with a long flourish 
of trumpets, Blake produced his own play of ** Korman Lea- 
lie," a very badly constructed tedious melo-drama, lone enough 
for three. I never saw Miss Medina's piece upon Uie same 
subject ; and do not plume myself upon my own ; but com- 
paring the two, and the very effective manner in which it was 
placed upon the stage, I wonder tiiat any bodv ventured to 
look at it after the first night Hard sentence this— but true. 
Shortly afterwards, Tom Flynn assumed the management* 
produang " Maaseppa," « Bookwood,** and other lioiBe*pieoea, 
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termed it, progressed steadily— *iiow pretty good, now very 
bftd^ until the end of June, when Dinneford and Marahau 
closed their first season, cordially hating each other, and de* 
termined to separate, each endeavouring to procure the theatre 
£Mr the following season, without reference fb the other. Kow 
it was I was importuned to make an offer, which my friends 
assured me would be accepted, to resume the reins of manage- 
ment. I refused steadily to listen to any overture which did 
not come directly from the Board of Agents ; and even then, 
hinted that 1 did not think we should agree twelve months. 
I felt my grievance at their hands, and smarting under it, 
should have pursued a course so diametrically opposite to my 
fom&er on^ that it is fortunate we did Bot come together again 
4t thts time. We dan now maintain an armed neutrality, ft'om 
which proposals may hereafter issue from either party. With 
the certainty that they would be respectfully received, and 
carefully considered. On the 7th of July, for three weeks, 
I assumed the stage management for Dinneford. Here I met 
Graham, from MitchelFs Theatre — a ve^ good actor, whom I 
ahould be happy to have with me. While here I lost my 
father-in-law, Mr. Jacob Strembeck, placing my family in 
mourninjf, and gladly closed the theatre, under orders, on the 
21flt of July, for Dinneford's benefit — " Luke the Labourer," 
** Don Giovanni," and " The Tillage Lawyer." 

On Wednesday the 24th March, 1841, William Jones and 
W. R. Blake opened the Arch Street Theatre, with ** Wives as 
they Were, and Maids as they Are," and " Of Age To- morrow." 
Mr. Jones had been of age long enough to keep out of such a 
speculation, even with the powerful aid of Forrest's talent, 
the chief inducement. He seems to have forgotten one thin^, 
that this talent has at all times to be powerfully paid for. In 
this, Forrest makes no distinction to friend or foe — if any, he 
treats his foes in business with more consideration than his 
friends. Henry Placide, Rice, E. Forrest, Murdoch, Mrs. G. 
Jones, and even Judge Conrad's new play of " Aylesmere," 
which should have been acted by agreement during hia last 
engagement with me at the Walnut Street Theatre, and was 
now played at the Arch Street Theatre on the 14th of June — 
nothing could save the management from dissolution, which 
lingered on to the 25th of June, when, in spite of all the care 
and all the attraction that could be offered, its doors were once 
more dosed. 

Mitchell, of l^ew York, resolved to try the Ifational in Fhila* 

delphia for a month or six weeks. He injudiciously doubled 

the price charged at the Olympic Theatre, and gsgre it up at 

the yery tiiuQ ti^Q ^tiz^oQ of Philadelphia were hegi^ming to 

<J5 
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appteciatd the bttrlesqifM 00 admirably p«rfi9rmdd by his oom* 
pany. He is an able drill-iergeant, and nas reaped a haadtome 
reward for his presevering zeal in the city of Gotham, where 
his audiences enter into all the fun and glee of ids pieces witii ■ 
the ffout of the most enthusiastic admirers of Hudibras. He 
commenced his trial here on the 12th of Jane, 1841, and de- 
parted from the city not very favourably imprened with the 
judgment or taste of our citizens. 



CHAPTER XXX nil. 

Discharge in the lasolrent Court. Stage Manager of the National 
Theatre, New York. Mutiny among the Stage Carpenters. A 
Dilemma. Mr. Park Benjamin vemu the Philadelphia Critics. 
Burning of the National Theatre. The Bowery Theatre closed by 
Order of the Chancellor. Thomas S. Hamblin^ Address to the 
Public. Hamblin's Generalship. 

Hayina received my discharge and my protection from the 
Judges of the Insovent Courts on the 6th of April, Barton, 
who had taken the National Theatre from Wilson, in New 
York, offered me the stage management, which I accepted, and 
proceeded to New York, on Sunday afternoon, April the lOth. 
On Wednesday, the 13th, we opened with the "Naiad Queen." 
Of all the scrapes I ever was placed in, the opening night at 
the National Theatre was the most difficult and trying. The 
mechanics seemed to work unwillingly; and among the 
theatrical carpenters there was a feeling, that Philadelphia 
managers had better stay at home— they had no business in 
New York. Every order was obeyed with a grumble ; and, 
finally, while Burton, who had observed this, was speaking to 
me upon the subject, one of the men replied to him, when he 
had justly observed, that he had not addressed his conversation 
to him — that the men had made up their minds not to be 
humbugged. He told him he could leave the theatre. He 
said he would, and take all the other hands with him too ; on 
which Burton called for the master-carpenter, and said — '* Mr. 
Johnston, pay these men whatever may be due to them, and 
turn them every one out of the buildmg." Away he walked 
into the manager^ room, when we both burst out laughing at 
the pretty predicament we were in. This was Tuesday after- 
noon — ^the piece was to be produced on Wednesday. He said, 
" Was I not right V " Decidedly so. The only thing now to 
be done is, without loss of time to supply their places." Bm 
Hamilton aad little Harks, the property men, were at once set 
to work. I was despatched for Mr. Hitchens, Niblo's master^ 
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oAvpenter, and Burton went in laaroli of Prof«aQr Hap«i» to 
uk his awigtanoo, as to wliere or how a few carpenten ooiild 
be obtained. Jake JohnBton, who had been with me at the 
Ohesnnt Street Theatre, in Philadelphia, was stannoh to the 
interest of his employer. Mr. Hitchens promised his own 
assistance, and one more hand in the morning, and so we had 
to abide the result. Hr. Barton^ condnct was prompt and 
jndicious; and if we only sot through this diffionlty, good 
government and discipline thronghont the theatre would be 
estfU^lished at once. He drilled all the ladies in the military 
evolutions ; and with a determination that every thing should 
be done well, we both went to work. 

On Wednesday morning the rehearsal was got through tole- 
rably well, although Miss Charlotte Cushman oould not find 
her way to the theatre until I was despatched in a cab to bring 
her there in style — ^wishing her, in my heart, any where but 
bothering me. Here a new difficulty arose : Miu Eliza Petrie, 
who had been sent for from Philadelphia, had not arrived, and 
there being now no possibility of seeing her before five or nx 
o'clock, we were compelled to make ourselves as easy as pos- 
sible with the assurance received, that she would be with us in 
time. Oh ! the horrible confusion of that afbemoon. Nothing 
ready— everybody hurrying everybody. Pive o'clock came; 
down I hurried to the steamboat, and returned with the 
cheering news that Petrie had arrived, and I had safely 
left her at Miss Coshman's lodgings to prepare for the theatre. 
I believe this news spurred us both on ; it was now past the 
time when the doors should open. Not a transparent water 
for bath hung on a truck either made or mounted. Burton 
now came to me with a face full of anxiety : '' Can we openi 
— Don*t give it up until the last moment. Have a placard 
painted, stating that some of the machinerv has not arrived 
from Philadelphia. If the worst comes to the wont, dismiss 
them with a promise for to-morrow evening ; we are on the 
horns of a dilemma. If we play, in all probability we damn 
the piece ; if we do not, we damn the prospect of the season. 
Now, where is Johnston 1 Jake, can you get us through this, 
if we make an act, to set the bath scene t For the honour of 
old Philadelphia, don't see us beaten this way." "Mr. Wemyss, 
I will get you through it ; all I ask is the act drop before the 
bathscene. "Burton, he says he will do it; whatwillyon 
do r (a pause). Then he said, " Have you nerve to try it I it 
will prove your stage-managership. It is for you to say, you 
are the master ; I am ready, if you will run ue risk." " Oo 
ahead 1** In two minutes, we doors were open, and in ha lf an 
hour the house oomfortably iilled : and at half^past seven 
o'clock up went the curtain. I had but one beU ibat would 
^g» to give the caxpentezs wandng fi>r all the traps. I liad 
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the prompter, worked well ; vad never did man aid aaotber as 
Burton did me on this occaBion. The awful bath scene passed, 
withont disapprobation — for a most scandalous affair it was — 
but that over, I felt iu»ured that all would go right. After 
Barton had finished his part, with a banner, he headed the 
procession on the stage, acting as the fugleman. Charlotte 
Cushman's admirable method of commanding her female war- 
riors, whose dresses and mnosuYres made the theatre reaoimd 
with applause, brought the third act, or, on this occasion, the 
fourth act» to a close, amid a peal of approbation. The last 
act took care of itself. I had the pleasure of hearing Burton 
called for ; and black, tired, and begrimed, he took me b j the 
hand, and thanked me. Off we stiirted, in due time, to Wind- 
hust's, where, over a hot supper, we laughed at our fears of 
the morning ; and thus ended mj first night of maua^emaikt 
in Kew York. To those unaccustomed to theatres, it will 
appear marvellous, but it is not the less true. 

On the 29th of April, I made my first bow in IN'ew York, at 
the National Theatre, (since the summer of 1824, when the 
Chatham Theatre, under Barrere, was in the full tide of suio 
cess,) as Belmour, in ** Is he Jealous T Miss Charlotte Cush* 
man playing Harriet, and Eliza Petrie, Bose. As this little 
piece depends entirely on the dialogue, these young ladies 
amused themselves at my expense ; if they ever read their 
parts, it certainly was not with any intention of committing 
the words to memory. Before an audieoice with whom I was 
fsimiliar, such an occurrence would have been of no oonae- 
quenoe, but on this occasion, I not only felt mortified, but 
expressed my mortification in no very measured terms. My ^ 
reputation as an actor, having some character to uphold, was 
placed in jeopardy by way of joke ! and it was not nntil I 
played Flexible, in ** Love, Law and Physio,'' 1 had an oppor- 
tunity of pniving my pretensions to histrionic fame were well 
founded. 

The ne^t difficulty in management, was that Burton, al- 
ways on the look-out for novelty, and as if in defiance of tJhe 
dearly bought experience of his late season, in Philadelphm, 
laid aside the *<Kaiad Queen,** to announce Booth, J. B. 
Scott, and Miss Clarendon, in '* Othello," for Monday night. 
He went to Philadelphia, on Sunday morning, and on Sunday 
evening, about ten o'clock, Mr. Scott, came into my room, at the 
American Hotel, to give me personally information heeould not 
act on the foUowiug night. In vain I endeavoured to per^ 
Buade him to remain in New York, as he was here, and If 
disappointment must accrue, to let it fall on the FhiladelphM 
managers. He said no, he had pledged his word to retoxfi, on. 
Monday^md l^y the tint traio in the sMniiiig ho iatiuM 
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to start;. Why he took the trouble to ihow himself in Kew 
York, on Sunday evening, to say he could not play on Mon« 
day, is a question more eadly asked than answered. In 
management, I used to boast I never suffered myself to be 
placed in a situation from which, by the exercise of a little 
ingenuity, I could not extricate myself with credit. Finding 
arguments useless, I told him to ueep upon the matter, an3 
so would I, and in the morning 1 trusted he would change 
his opinion. My first inquiiy, on Monday, was for Soott 
My messenger returned with the intelligence that he was 
gone. Burton away — ^no Othello^and an lago, of whom I 
whom I had more doubt and misgiving than the rest. Booth 
was evidently not himself, and the information I had to im« 
part to him was not calculated to improve his state of mind. 
I despatched a courier to Mr. Wilson, at his farm^ on Long 
Island, with a request that he would play Othello, to which 
he assented ; and thus prepared, I made my appearance at 
rehearsal. The audience received the apology for the ab- 
sence of Mr. Scott with very good humour, if aturally ex- 
pecting it, Mr. Booth, who was to cause the disappoin^ent, 
the play went on. Not much to my satisfiMstion, at the end 
of it, the audience called for Booth, who refoaed to go on ; 
imposing upon me the necessity of making a second roeeoh, 
and giving to Mr. Park Benjamin an opportonity of ezer* 
cising his wit, by calling me in the newspaper, the tall Mn- 
tleman in black, mourning the murder of his friend Boden^po ; 
which part I had acted in the play, and the critics of Phila- 
delphia used to say I acted it weU. But there is no aooounting 
for difference of taste ; and when we are in Borne, we muafe 
do as Rome does; and the opinion of the editor of the 

New World is intitled to . Pill that space up to suit 

yourself, good reader. 

This tragedy, which had been heralded as a combination of 
talent, with Booth, J. B. Scott, Wemyss, Shaw, Miss C. Cosh- 
man and Miss Clarendon, was the worst performance presented 
at the National Theatre, under Burton's management; and 
ha friends, on his return from Philadelphia, did not forget to 
tell him of it. For a metropolitan theatre, it was disgrace- 
ful. Wilson's Othello put the audience to sleep; BoothUi 
lago was almost as bad ; and Miss 0. Cushman, as Emelia, 
and Shaw, as Cassio, was the only approach to acting seen 
upon the stage that evening. 

At the close of Booth's engagement. Burton wisely replaced 
the " Naiad Queen" upon her throne. She fortunately proved 
again triumphant ; but the hiatus in her reign had not been' 
profitably filled, and had nearly overthrown her power, which 
yielded on the 24th of May, to <' Semiramis— The Daughtei 
of Air," a dever alteration of a play, by Bnrt!on» in which 
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idiorwood pointod some wenery wldok entitMt him to ht 
plaeed in tne imk of the fint artistfik Mub Cnahinan alflo, 
took the city by snrpnse, in s part» which, if it had been 
written for her pecnliar at^le, would scarcely haye hit the 
mark as well : to this part is she indebted for all the reputa- 
tion she shortly gained throughout the United States. This 
was the stepping-stone to the ladder of fame she has rapidly 
mounted. 

On the 28th of May, *' Semiiamis," altd " Love, Law- and 
Physic/' wdB the performance, the last which ever took place 
liithin the walls of tiie ill-fated National Theatre. In the 
itftemoon of that day, as was [my custom when I expected 
Burton, I walked down to the steamboat landing to await the 
srri'val of the Philadelphia boat. On touching the wharf, I 
was joined by Burton; We walked up West Broadway, to 
Leonard Street, and at we entered the theatre, Mr. Oakey 
called me, and asked, << If that was Burton]" I said ''Yea." 
^ Do you know, Mr. Weymss, the theatre has been on lire 1" 
** No ; how long ago ?* ** Not ten minutes since.'' He pointed 
my attention to the place, and on examining the prompter's 
box, I found three distinct marks of fire in as many different 
positions. While thus engaged, Shiers, the ga« man, passed 
through from the interior of the house, with his torch not 
lighted; I said, "George, do you know anything about the 
theatre being on fire T* He treated the matter so lightly, 
hurrying part without eyen looking at the spot, which was 
the object of curiosity to erery one else present, that when we 
discotered fire in more places than one, still burning, my 
gu0{^cions were directed towards him. Burton, who had been 
talking to Oakey, now gaye ordemthat all the doors should be 
(&hut, and said to me, " The man who did this is in the build- 
ing now." " You go one way, I'll go the other ; with a strict 
search we may find him." We had neither of us any suspicion 
of further danger. We met at the painting room, and pro- 
ceeding to th^ flies, I stopped suddenly and said, " Burton, I 
smell fire here ;" he replied, " That's nothing : it proceeds 
from the scorched wood in; the prompter^ box just below 
you.'* " No, it's too strong for that— -it comes in the direction 
of Wilson's rooms." While speaking, the door leading to these 
apartments was opened by Mr. Bussell, who informed us they 
were on fire. The water closet had been fired ; Wilson's desk, 
and many of his papers were on fire, while the room was 
littered up with old playbills and newspapers; down stairs 
fire was discoyered under one of the ottoiiians in the Turkish 
saloon, with a box of lucifer matches, from which about one- 
third had been extracted, no doubt for the purpose of igniting 
waste paper whereyer it might be found. The tioketH>fiice 
belonging to the thitd tier was the last place whero fin was 
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diflooTesftd ; making in all seren fires, wMoh, in a few minnieB 
longer, would h&Ye rendered all aid to the National Theatre 
▼ain. Mr. Smith, who kept the refectory under the theatre, 
brooght me some matches, which, he stated had been thrown 
from a window. This led to luiother search ; and marks of 
fire which had smouldered and gone out, were found in the 
zoom next to Mr. MusseU's bed-room. I went bjr Barton's 
desire to the police-office, when an officer, Ok hearing the parti- 
ealars, questioned Shiers closely, who denied haviog any key 
that would open the door leading to Mr. Wilson^ rooms ; bat 
i^)on trial, it was found the key he .used opened those doors 
readily. On this Mr. Shiers was taken Into custody. The 
performance went on as if nothing had Jhappened ; a double 
watdi was placed upon the premises, and all supposed to be 
safe. Burton and myself left the theatre together, reaoJiyiBg 
to return before we went home for the night. We desired the 
city watchmen, as we passed, to keep a bi^jfat look out for any 
lusptdoufl character that might be seen lurking around* 
Between one and two o'clock we returned to the theatre, and 
foujad the watchmen and Mr« fiuasell on the alert. They 
reported all safe,' and retired for the ni^t. 

Between six and seven o'clock, Mr. Shaw came to my cham- 
ber door, and desired me to get up as quick aa possible, the 
National Theatre was in fiames. I ordered a cab, while I hur- 
ried on my olothes, and arrived at the corner of Leonard Street 
and Broadway with Shaw, just in time to hear, not see, the 
roof fall in. The rapidity of the flames had beenjmoh, that 
aeareely aa article could be saved. When the watdunan Isib 
the building, he declares every^Mng waa safe ; yet he had no^ 
proceeded to Broadway, when onlooldng towards the theatre, he 
saw liames issuing from the artist's private room, the last win- 
dow in the upper ranfle. Mr. H. Lewia was the first actor on 
the spot belonging to the theatre, and on seeking admission at 
the stage room, he was prevented by Thomas Hurd, or Heard, 
a-fiian in no way eitaehed to ihe theatre, ^m enteitng ; and 
thus Burton^s property and j»y own, in the manager^ room^ 
which might have been saved, was doomed to destruction. -On 
the examination, at the police-office, this Heard, waa «Qin- 
mibtAd to take his tri^. Why these two jmeUf £ihiers and 
Heard, w-ese peimitted to escape withoiit tJM, is a fliystery« 
Had I been {^ed in ])ir. Burton'^ Bitnation, the most aear^t" 
in^ investi^ibtion into the 4sausd of the .destruction of this 
^eatre, should never have been abandoned by me, -until I 
ha4 lost all power to proceed farther. It now remains en- 
ViS^Pped *^ mystery, ana a thousand conjectures, with rumours 
of all kinds, have assailed the reputation of several of the 
fBSuS^wm tiw> ^o^l^» V^'^ Cee^ar's wife, have 9Jt9<4 a^Qye 
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bad been tried,^ whether canvicted or not, the truth wonld 
h«ve bfteiA diftcovered, and the guilty brought to punishment. 
A dearer case of incendiarism was never brought to public 
notice ; but who was the inoendlar j« or incendiaries^ if more 
than one^ is now a secret, which will descend with them to 
thegraye. 

This fire destroyed for me the few private dresses I yet re- 
tained from my whole stock, and made me, as an actor* a 
bMgar indeed. On Sunday morning I started for Fhiladel- 
phu^ there to remain untU summoned by Mr. Burton, to 
whom 1 was pledged until the 4th of July. How faithfully 
I redeemed that pledge, refusing every offer made to me, Mr. 
Dumeford, and othexs, can bear witness; and with surprise, 
although not anger, I received the intimation from Biurton, 
that for the followhig year he intended to attend to the buai« 
neas of the stage hiinself, and would not make me an offer of 
the highest sauuy he should give to any one, as he considered 
it totally beneath my notice. I told him that was all I 
wished; I should take the Front Street Theatre, in Baltimore, 
the atockholdeii of whidi were only waiting for my arrange- 
ments with him to be brought to a dose. *' The very thing 
for you ; go, and anvthing in the way of attraction I have, 
command fredy. I have no doubt you will do weU.** And 
■0 we parted ; and so remain the best of friends. 

It is somewhat curious to remark that at this period the 
theatres in Kew-Tork were all at thdr lowest ebb ;— the pro- 
perty of Mr. Simpson in the Park, advertised for sal^ aa uk- 
oer aeiaure for rent, by Messrs. Astor and Bedonan;— hia 
prooeas in all probability intended as a protection, instead of 
an oppression to Mr. Suipson; the National burnt, and not 
Ukdy to be re-built again; and the Bowery dosed by ^ in- 
junction for non-payment of license, on which subject Mr. 
Thomaa Hamblin thus addressed his fdlow-dtizens :— 

" BowsBT TEMAxam Cmod— By order of the Chancellor, on the com- 
pbint, and at the request of the managen of the aodety for the reformat 
tkm of JuTcnile delinquentf. 

To MT FsLunv'CiTizun, 

" It it with the mpet painfUl feelings my duty compels me to annoonee 
to you, that the Bowery Theatre is closed, in obedience to a mandate ftom 
the Court of Chancery, sued out and issued, at the instigation of the 
managers of the society, for the reformation of juvenile delinquents. 
Some nine years since the Legislature of thU State inflicted a yearly tax 
of 500 dollars, on the performance of the Legitimate Drama, represented 
in the New Yorit Theatres only ; and on this Uw I liave already paid up- 
wards of iOOO doUars, which has been applied to the support and miain- 
tenanee of juvenile thieves and other offenders. 

"ItwUl not surprise the publicto be informed, that in these times of 
uaiveiMi depmriOB^ I am unahte to meet thU draiand on the inrtsat* nor 
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that I should solicit the indulgene* usually gnat«d in the payinent o< 
other taxes. Last week I addressed a respectftil letter to the gentlemen 
above designatedt soliciting a delay. To my astonishment, this reasonable 
vequest has been answered by a suit at law, and an injunction, commanding 
me to close my doors. Harsh and hasty as the measure is, I feel it never- 
theless my duty to obey it Lilie a good citizen, I shall bow to the ma« 
Jesty of the law, although ' I cannot kua the rod that smites me.' 

" I trust without ofltace, I may be permitted to regret the act, and 
^estion the necessity that may be thought to exist, for proceeding to such 
hanh legal measures, for the recovery of a tax due but on the 1st instant ; 
more particularly when the complainants were aware that their proceedings 
would deprive most unexpectedly upwards of one hundred persons, em- 
ployed in this establishment, of all means of obtaining bread in these times 
of universal distress. Armed for the present, with a little brief authority, 
the managers of the juvenile delinquents have strudc a blow which must 
be severely felt by the honest and laborious persons in my employ, their 
wives and families ; a blow which I think every feeling and manly heart 
will designate as uncalled for, unprovoked, impolitic and oppressive. 

(Signed,) '* Thokas S. Hakbuk.'* 

" Bowmy TxATRB, May 18, 1841." 

My friend Hamblin is a good general, he made oapital of 
cloaing for one week ; raised the ire (dander) of the Bowery 
boys, who would not stand their theatre being dosed. They 
determined that Tom Hamblin shonld go ahead, and they 
pntthed him ahead. He opened on the 24th, and played to 
better bn^eas than he had seen within the walls for two 
years. The National boruing down, remoyed the dangerons 
riTaiship of Barton, who had compelled him to redace his 
priees, and gave him once more -a fair field of exertion, which 
he soon improved, and placed himself again in a position free 
ficom pecaniary embarrassment. 

In bidding adiea once more to New York, I leave it with a 
hope to return some day and take up my residence there. My 
prejudices in favour or Philadelphia have been removed, and 
1 am compelled to admit that New York is the first citj in 
the Union for busineas of every kind. Different expressions 
these to those that may be found in the earlier part of this 
work; but "a wise man corrects error, while a fool perishes 
in his lolly." 

On board the boat, which carried me to Philadelphia, I 
found Miss Onshman ; the burning of the theatre, and the pro- 
•oeedinga of the previous day, were of course the topics of con- 
versation. Her Ruspiciona pointed to a party as yet nnim- 
peached, but who could have no motive for such a diabolical 
act. 

On my arrival in Philadelphia, Mr. Blake tendered me. the 
^ch Street IXieatre, for a benefit in the name of himself and 
Ilia partner, Jones. Mr. Lewia Pratt offered xoe the Chea* 
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nxxb Stt«et for the same purpose ; and lastly^ aftier n»iu^ 
prompting, Diimeford offered the Walnut. Here I confeaB, I 
'ilft)ula rather have received coadolenoe, and with a better 
chauce of. suoceas. However, I accepted the . first offer^ had 
hosts of voioateers; and on. the 10th oi Juae, had the mer- 
tifioation to find that an actor really in want should n^er 
be patronized. A few dollars would have beea most accepta- 
ble, bat the citizens of Philadelphia were not disposed at this 
jBOfflent to give them to me ; 1 lost money by the benefit of 
condolence. On the 17th, Miss Charlotte Oushman, with the 
aid of a committee of arrangement, at the Chesnut Street 
theatre,, did not iare much better ^ and Burton also on the 
19th, at his own theatre, was made to feel how little sympatl^y 
the mid&rtunes of managers or actors meet from the great 
body of our citizens* It would be difficult to find three 
actors. standing higher with the public in professional repu- 
tati«n.than Miss C. Cushman, Mr. Burton, and Mr. Wemyss; 
vet on this occasion all were mortified that they should have 
been induced to make attempts which proved so abortive. 
VwMtatf vanitatis, et omnia vsi>nitas / 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Opening of the Front Street Theatre, Baltimore. Addam's Engagement. 
Charles Eaton« another Temperanoe Man. " The Manager in Dlstreu." 
A Good Joke. Liberality, characteristic of Sallorg. Booth and Addams 
in the tame piece. Buckstone and Mrs. FiUwilliam. '* London 
Assurance." The Press, its Assumptions, and Treatment of Acton. 

I ooKKSHOED my season at the Front Street Theatre, in Balti- 
more, on Monday, the 6th of September, 1841. The directors 
had thought proper to let it to Mr. Ward for a short season, 
who suffered sad havoc to be made among the scenery and 
properties; to replace which put me to much trouble and in- 
convenience, and the stockholders to some expense. The open- 
ing pieces were, " Carpenter of Rouen,'' and " Simpson & Co." 
— the company, Wemyss, Matthews, Philips, Thome, Ash, 
Eddy, Brittenham, Kimber, Newton, Brennan and Bowers, 
Mrs. Philips, Mrs. D. Anderson, Miss Matthows, Miss Helen 
Matthews; to whom were afterwards added, Harrison, D'An- 
gelii, Mr. and iSdrs. Smith, Weaver, Lyne, Clemens, Williams, 
ijytiage, Gauriay, and four ballet girls. The first stars were 
the Hungarian Singers, followed by A. Addams, whom I had 
not seen for three years. He played an exeeilent engagement, 
but in the renewal, his old failing ruined our rising reputation : 
—would it were death, without benefit of clergy, for an actor 



to'ftppeiff upon ^o rtage drtmlc. On the 2iid of Ootober I per- 
petrated a deed of horror, in attempting to alter Sakspeare's 
tragedj oi Macbeth into a melodrama, under the title of the 
" Three Witches of the Blasted Heath." If it did not succeed, 
at least it gave me an idea of what might be done with the play 
bj the judicious introduction of the pageantry, by which I 
^all protit hereafter. On the 7th of October, a new play, en- 
titled *' The Black Knight,'* possessing some merit, and written 
by a gentleman belonging to the press, was produced. What 
ite fate might have been if the citizens of Baltimore had 
given it a jnir hearing, cannot now be guessed at. So little 
onriosity, or lo little inclination, to support an American 
anthor, was exhibited on this occasion, the receipts taken 
were only forty-four dollars and fifty cents ! dam]j|ng the 
.spirits of author, actors, and manager — the worst house of the 
season. On the following night the receipts were doubled, 
the audience appeared much gratified, and the author's night 
might have produced a tolerable house, but the first night 
oooled his ardour, and he declined the risk of further mortifi- 
cation. On the 9th of October, Booth and Addams played in 
*' Othello;*' after which they appeared in "Venice Preserved," 
"Jane Shore," "Pizarro," and "Douglas." Charles Eaton, 
another temperance man, played a very good engagement 
singly, beating the two great tragedians who preceded him. 
fiaton was always popular with a certain class. Poor fellow, 
he went from Baltimore to Pittsburgh, where he ended his 
mortal career, having, in a fit of intoxication, walked over 
the ballustrading of the Exchange Hotel, falling eighteen or 
twenty feet, and being picked up a mass of bruised and 
broken bones ; he breathed and lived a few hours, but never 
apoke after the fatal accident. 

On the' first of November, for my benefit, I produced 
«<Zanthe," to 369 dollars, with " The Manager in Distress ;" 
during the performance of which, many persons, imposed upon 
by the seeming reality, vacated their seats, in compliance 
with my address, and applied at the box office for the return 
of their money, to be laughed at for their credulity, losing 
good seats to take their chance of catching a glimpse of the 
stage from the dress boxes, as best they might. The joke had 
almoet ended in earnest ; it was some time before the officers 
Qonld restore good humour. It is almost incredible that, in 
Baltimore, where theatres have existed for fifty years, the 
citizens could have been so prastised upon : the joke must 
remain in force for many years : and none enjoyed it more 
than the dupes themselves, when the first feeling of anger had 
mbsided. A celebrated sUksk-wire dancer, Madame Bomanini, 
iMed to tiie attraction of the Bal Masque, in "Zantiie," 
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astonishing tbe good people of Baltimore by the agility <yf 
her moTexnentB. 

This was a season of wonders, in Baltimore. While playing 
"Jane Shore/' an nnsophiaticated son of the Ocean was so 
wrapt np in the play that, as Mrs. Philips lay down to die in 
the last scene, of want, suddenly spranff over the boxes, and 
with the actiTity of a cat, placed himself at her side upon the 
stage, saying he would be damned if any woman should stanre 
in that manner while he had a shot in the locker ; and he 
actually insisted upon forcing upon her the contents of his 
purse. An explanation ensued, and he was conducted baoic 
to his seat in the boxes, where the audience gave him three 
cheers ; and I shall nevc r forget the honest smile that lighted 
up his^eather'beaten face. He was the magnet of attraction 
for the remainder of the evening, although he had turned the 
last act of the tragedy into a farce highly relished by the 
audience. 

On the 18th of November, A. Addams attempted Cardinal 
Richelieu. The fame acquired by E. Forrest, in this part 
should have stimulated his pride ;— -drink had done its work— 
the mind of the actor is gone ; he is incapable of committing a 
new part to memory : there was not even an attempt to pro- 
duce effect ; a school boy who should hatu read the play as a 
task, and read so badly, would have been whipped. At the 
conclusion, the feeling of the audience was not one of pity, but 
of contempt ; a few of those present, hissed ; but respect for 
what he had been, restrained the majority from joining in 
this insult. I know of but one very slender consolation, his 
friend Booth, butchered this part more cruelly; he was 
laughed at— Addams despised. There was 364 dollars in the 
house ; he repeated the part on the following evening to 82 
dollars ; further comment is useless. 

Mr. Buckstone and Mrs. FitzwUliam played an excellent 
engagement, terminating on the 10th of December. Beporte 
now reached me, from Philadelphia, that Burton's pecuniary 
embarrasments increased so fast, it would be impossible lor 
him to keep his theatre open ; that his scenery, wardrobe and 
other property, was under seizure for rent, to' be sold by the 
sheriff This actually took place ; Mr. Kewton becoming the 
purchaser, and Mr. Burton being allowed to proceed, under a 
new arrangement with Mr. Wharton, the ground landlord, 
giving him one chanee more to recover his losses. 

On Monday, the 13th of December, "London Assuranoe," 
which Madame Yestris, by the aid of furniture iJone, had 
made successful; and which, for a few nights, revived the 
drooping fortune of every theatre in which it was acted, waa 
produced at the Front Street Theatre, in Baltimore, in a style 
which will beromembored as long as OQinody is ^ad ab9Ut 
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sialL I played it fourteen nights, ten of which wereinsao- . 
eeeeion ; the weather was very inclement^ hail, rain, snow and 
£roBt, yet the honse was well attended ; if the clerk of the 
weather-office had been my friend, its success would have been 
equal to my expectations. To my friend Tom Flynn, was I 
indebted for the copy, although in a few days afterwards I 
received a marked London Book, from Mr. Meadows, of Covent 
Garden. Mr. Samuel Butler was the next star, and then the 
hones in " Bockwood" and " Mazeppa." 

Miss Clifton took the Holiday Street Theatre, which had 
during the winter been without a tenant, and on Monday the 
31st of January, announced to open it in conjunction with 
W. £. Burton ! To ^r. Burton the speculation at the Holi- 
day Street was the final act in the drama of his management. 
I had been open one hundred and twenty-seven nights, on the 
3lBt of January, 1842, when I had contrived to fulfil all my 
engagements— actors paid in full of all demands — not by sign- 
ing receipts to that effect, but receiving their money^all the 
demands of the season, out of doors, discharged, when Mr. 
JBiurton, who had promised m^ every assistance, but refused 
every request for pieces, &;c., that I made to him, appeared in 
Baltimore to oppose me as manager. In the first week, with 
the aid of Miss Charlotte Cushman, and Mr. Chippendale, 
I received only 403 dollars ; Chippendale's benefit amounting 
to 54 dollars, and Miss Charlotte Cushman's to 105 dollars : 
this was a hard blow, but the week that followed was worse, 
166 dollars being the amount of the week, or 47 dolhirs per 
night for the two weeks, in which the Holiday Street Theatre 
had been playing to tolerable houses. Finding I could not 
support this conflict, I called General Welsh to my aid, and 
placed the horses in my circus, first giving a Dress Ball in 
honour of Washington's Birth Day, on the 22nd of February. 
If Burton had cause for exultation in the commencement, the 
horses had the power to draw away all his customers but those 
represented by that curse to all theatres, the stockholders' 
tickets. He retreated from Baltimore, routed and dismayed, 
leaving his actors to find their way out of the city in the best 
manner they could, his own fortunes completely prostrated, 
only to be relieved by the benefit of the Insolvent Court, or 
the Bankrupt Act. On the 4th of April, the horses having 
succeeded in vanquishing the foe, I again opened the theatre. 
Mr. Proctor, whom I ought never to have announced as a 
star, fixed the fate of the season. On the night fixed for his 
benefit he was so intoxicated, I was compelled to dismiss the 
asBcmbled audience. Even the grand encampment, which 
commenced on the 16th of May, was, by bad weather, rendered 
4inavailable. Governor Porter and suite of Pennsylvania, and 
GoTernor Thomas and suite of Maryland» oould not induce the 
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ladies to torn <nit throngli tonents of xsin, sad tiiK encant^ 
Boldien looked like lo many half-drowned mud-larks. I dosed 
on the 23d ot May, but cannot now say all the bills were paid. 
Printers, actors, officers, even musicianSf were in arrear. 

Mr. Thomas Wildey, Colonel Myer, Mr. Hyde, and Mr, 
Sanderson, form a pattern worthy of imitation, as members of 
a board of agents, always willing to aid instead of crashing 
their lessee. In any difficnlty in which I was placed as the 
manager of the Front Street Theatre, 1 never asked lor either 
advice or pecuniary aid, that it was not given, and cheerfully. 
To those gentlemen, and the other members of th^ir board* 
I return my grateful thanks, not only for favours received, 
but for others of greater mangnitude, offered, but declined by 
me, because I could not see the justice of placing these 
gentlemen in a position which might have compelled them 
to assume many of my debts, as a reward for their kindness, 
and the good opinion they entertain of me both as a man and 
a manager. It is a proud satisfaction to me, in surrendering 
the theatre into their hands, to know that they appreciate the 
motives which guided me in that determination. 

I have now arrived at the time when my friuid Joe Cowell 
informs the world he found me in a " cellar" (and a yezy 
comfortable basement it was,) selling pills and periodicals, 
where, could 1 have commanded a little more money to 
have continued my system of advertisements, I should have ' 
done well enough, but the funds did not come in fast enough, 
and the moment I ceased to advertise on a large scale, a very 
small purse would contain all my receipts. This leads me, in 
a theatrical point of view, to the influence of 

THE PRESS. 

Generally upon all subjects connected with the daily aflfairs 
of life, I know that I here approach a tender subject— one 
which, like a hornet's nest, the more you ruffle it, the greater 
number of stings will be inflicted upon you. No man has 
been more indebted to editors of newspapers for kindness 
than I have, and few hare had more abuse layished upon 

• them from a similar source, or have been at times more 
harshly treated. My objecc, therefore, is to direct the atten- 
tion of my readers, inost of whom I presume ^e visitors of 
the theatre, to the manner in which the press is subsidized to 
deceive them ; but let them speak upon this subject for them- 

' selves. 

This circular bears date, Philadelphia, April 2nd, 1885. 
Here it is :— 
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(copy.) 

** With a view to avoid some of the InconTeniences which result from a 
diversity in the charges of advertising in the several newspaper estahlish- 
ments in this city, the publishers of the daily papers have recently adopted 
ascaleof prices by which it is their intention hereafter to be regulated. 
It has, therefore, been thought due to you, as well as to themselves, to 
present for your consideration the following item which relates to theatrts, 
circuses, and other places of amusement ; and we take the liberty of 
suggesting, that the first of the present month presents a suitable period 
for commencing this arraagement. 

BXIBAOI FBOM THE BiaULATIONS : 

« Amusements.^-On bills of performance of theatres, circuses, A;c, not 
exceeding one square per night, shall be charged two dollars per week ; 
and no card of any person shall be inserted on any other terms than those 
of the rq^ular rates. All jyi^ communications to be charged the same 
as advertisements, by the square, at the same prices. 

JASPER HARDING, WM. FRY, 

MUFFLIN and PARRY, EDWARD CONRAD, 

N. SARGENT, Z. POULSON, 

JOS. R. CHANDLER, PETER HAY and Co. 

" To Mr. F. a WEM YSS, Manager." 

At tbia period there was an a^eement with those news- 
papers in which I adyertined, to insert the daily advertisement 
of the Walnut Street Theatre, for sixty dollars per year. 
Bat these gentlemen, in the plenitude of their power, fix a 
day for a new arrangement, one day antecedent to the date of 
their printed card, Mr. Joseph B. Chandler, being the only 
one who qualified the notice, so as not to involve any breadn 
of previous contract. Instead of the first of the present 
month, his notice ran-— at the expiration of existing contracts. 
This was honestly done, and like himself, although he sanc- 
tioned by his name and influence the new arrangement. 

The continued puffing fostered by this system has bad a 
most malign influence upon the interests of the theatre, and 
a still worse one upon the private character of the actor; it 
enabled managers to place before the public a class of persons 
who in former times would not have been tolerated beyond a 
first appearance. 

There was a time when the opinion of a well-educated man 
(whose refinement of taste in classic literature rendered him 
capable of writing a criticism both upon the merits of the 
author and actor) was received by the latter with deference ; 
his faults judiciously pointed out, induced him to apply a 
remedy, while praise from the same source urged him on to 
future exertions. The pit, then frequented by men whose 
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jndi^ent the actor most relied apon— whose oeiiBui^ they 
dreaded— vhode good opinion they courted, and who decide^ 
lira Yooe, upon their merits, daring the performance of a 
part — ^ihese opinions the press echoed, rarely modifying, and 
from which deoiaion, bo confirmed, the actor had no appeal. 
This power the press has lost over the mind of the actor, who 
knows that for a few dollars he can have his own opinion of 
his abiilties paraded in the newspapers, to procure fune at a 
distance from the circle where his merit is known and claaaed. 
It 18 the actor^s pocket, not his mind, that is taxed. *^ How 
much will it cost to enable me to travel through the United 
States as a star)" That is the calculation— not, have 1 the 
ability to maintain such a position— but have I the money to 
secure it by the puff preliminary in certain widely-circulated, 
newspapers. The success, like that of all quacks — depends 
upon the constant iteration of pufis upon merit, which has no 
existence but in the columns of these purchased newspapers. 
Afain, how frequently a critique upon the able manner in 
which an actor has supported a principal character, appears 
in the newspapers, when no such performance ever took- 
place, some accident causing a change of pieces, the know- 
ledge of which never reached the reporter, whose article was 
in type, although he had not been at the theatre during the 
evening— and, when discovered, who thinks of it beyond the 
momentary laugh raised against the editor, thus caught in a 
trap, except some minor actor who, having been unceremo- 
niously abused for acting badly a part he never appeared in, 
is sOly enough to seek an explanation or demand an apology 
which, if given, is couched in such language as to be more 
offensive than the original paragraph. Who has forgotten a 
certain gentleman belonging to the Chesnut Street Theatre^ 
who, indignant at being termed '* a thing,'* instead, upon an 
apology from the editor, which being promised, appeared, the 

following morning, thus—" Mr. called upon us, and re- 

que8ted:we would correct the statement of yesterday, wherein, 
speaking of his merit as an actor, we called him" ' a thing.* 
We sincerely ask his pardon, and thus publicly inform our 

readers, that Mr. , of the Chestnut Street is No Thing." 

The wit of this is no apology for its baseness ; but it is a fair 
specimen of such redress as actors feel for such offences. 
^ There are found low-minded men in all trades and profes- 
sions. ^ When a manager meets a low-minded editor, his inso' 
lenoe is intolerable. I can quote an instance in which an 
editor, having been excluded from the free list for a long 
course of unprovoked abuse and hostility towards a theatre 
where he was an invited guest, had the impertinence on the 
foUowing morning to ask in the column of his own paper, 
which he termed the medium of the press, by whose authority 

■J 
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he was refiiMd : he wonld show the arbitrary manatferi that 
''the liberty of the press'' was not to be oontroUed by hia 
caprice or pleasure. 

The press, politically, should be free as air ; it is the safe* 
guard of liberty, defending at the same moment the rights of 
tiie goyemed and goTemors : bnt the moment it enters the 
domicile ot a private citizen to destroy tbe peace of hfsfamily, 
it should be bound with chains of adamant. What right has 
a man, who, more fortunate in pecuniary drcumstanoes than 
his neighbour, can command money sufficient to publish a lew 
thousand printed sheets daily, in form of a newspaper, to 
utter expressions therein as items of news, calculated to. pro- 
yoke a breach of the peace, and which, uttered in the pre- 
sence of the aggriered party, would subject this same editor 
to personal chastisement 1 I ask, what right has such a man 
to shield himself from the consequence of such an act^ under 
''the liberty of the pressT Bah I'Thisis the tyranny of the 
press — a worse tyranny than any despot ever exercised, the 
fear of which is felt in the jury-box and on the bench. The 
law of libel is no protection to the citizen from such an assault 
as I have described. The jury cannot agree, legal prosecutions 
are expensiTe; and if, surmounting all these difficulties a citizen 
obtains a verdict, the judge inflicts the mildest sentence the 
law permits him to record, to shield himself from columns of 
abuse, whidi he has no desire to see launched against him for 
the discharge of an unpleasant duty. The convicted editor, 
in the first sheet which follows the sentence, triumphantly re- 
cords the result, in which he probably states with truth, the 
character of the prosecutor was valued by the court and jury 
at one cent, which we (Lord Byron says, these gentlemen al- 
ways use we for I) paid, and wish the gentleman joy of the 
opinion his fellow-citizens entertain of him. This is the re- 
dress the law affords a defenceless man against one armed 
with a daily press to renew the assault. I ask any one who 
has been bold enough to tell these self constituted censors of 
his morals and all his actions, that they should not assail him 
with impunity, and appeals to the law to suppress the aggres- 
sion, whether this be not a true picture of the result 1 But 
reverse the case. Let a citizen, goaded by repeated insult, 
commit an assault and battery upon the sacred person of an 
editor, he will find the law, which will be resorted to, has 
the power not only to fine bnt imprison him, while the judge, 
in pronouncing 'Sentence, will read him a homily upon the 
enormity of his offence, and assure him that the court is de- 
termined at all hazards to protect the liberty of the press. 

As a source of advertising bwiness, a newspaper is invalu- 
able to the community^ and is now extensively used by all 
B 6 



who wkh to proiper ; ba^ why the proprietor of % popidtf 
sheet for this purpose ehoald olaim the nght, bj yirtne of Ae 
liberty of the press, to regulate all places of public amusement to 
which they demand fvee admiesion, under the penalty of refusing 
to notice them in the reading matter, and sometimes even re- 
fusing to insert the paid- for advertisement, unless acoompanied 
by tickets for the editor, is a practice subversive of the oor- 
reotion the press should exercise (if at all) over these rery 
places of amusement, all of which are eulogized until some un- 
fortunate cannot pay his advertising bill ; and then his place 
of amusement, already tottering, is doomed to certain, destmo- 
tion. Kow let me show the amount of money whidi the 
tickets demanded and given by a theatre would produce, if 
paid for, as they should be, if the editor charges for hia adver- 
tisement: 

The proprietor, a season ticket, valued at the minimum 
price, is 15 dollars ; the reporter, ditto, 15 dollars; the editor, 
ditto, 15 dollars ; an order to admit four persons ev«ry Satur- 
day — this is to treat the devil and the journeymen at the 
manager^ expense. All this has been submitted to, rather 
than provoke the ire of an editor. And these orders, whidi 
in the year amount to lOi dollars, have actually been sold at 
the doors, stopping the money which would have been paid 
into the treasury for admission. I must do the proprietors 
the justice to say, this last arrangement met with taeir de- 
cided disapprobation ; but the evil to the theatre remained 
unabated —the same request for orders was made on the fol- 
lowing Saturday. I have now shown that each paper received 
one hundrd and forty*nine dollars in the course of the year, 
over and above the two hundred and eight dollars for pnfb 
and advertLsements, with the extra cards for actors* benefits, 
amountinsr to at least fifty dollars more. Now as twelve news- 
papers^ some daily, some weekly, enjoyed these privilegep, and 
four theatres open, it follows, that the enormous sum (exclud- 
ing the fair business part of the transaction, in paying for the 
advertisements and puffs) of seven thousand one hundred and 
fifty-two dollars is annually paid by the theatres of Phila- 
delphia, to purchase the good will of the gentlemen who di- 
rect the liberty of the press, which, with the receipts fbr ad- 
vertising, jca, amount to nineteen thousand one hundred and 
fiffcy-two dollars. A great deal has been said about black 
mail : this is a private affair, altogether independent of the 
management; if it exist, the actor or his Mends pay that; 
but, oertainly, nobbdy will doubt the freedom of the preet, after 
reading this chapter, in its supervision of public amusements. 

The following, written by Leigh Hunt, of the London Ex- 
aminer, nearly fifty years ago, forms so good a glossary Jfor 
reporters, that X oaimot i^void tnmsoribin^ them :— * 
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A crowded houte, — A theatre, on the night of a parfoimanoe, 
when all the back seats and upper boxes are empty. 

A good actor, — The general term for an actor who gives 
good dinners. 

A fine actor, — One w^ makes a great noise : a tatterde- 
mallion of passions ; a cnq)*trapper : one intended by nature 
for a towncrier. 

A charming play, — A play of dancing, music, and scenery : 
a play in which the author has the less to do the better. 

Oreat applause, — Applause, mixed with the hisses of the 
pit and gallery. / 

Unbounded and universal applause, — Applause mixed with 
hisses from the pit only. This phrase is frequently to be 
found at the bottom of the play-bills, declaring the receptiotl 
a new pieoe has met with. 

Leigh Hunt must certainly have had before him "the 
vision" of the present newspaper critics, making allowance 
for progressive improvement in the art of puffing. 



CHAPTER XL, 

Opening of the Pittsburgh Theatre, by Dinneford. A failure. Burton. 
Forrest. Mr. Tasistro in Hamlet. Fanny Ellsler. Miss Jane Sloman. 
Tom Flynn. Risley and Sons. A Wanton Act. End of the Season of 
1841-'42. 

DiNMEFoKi), who had become lessee of the Arch Street Theatre, 
opened the winter campaign of 1841, on the 7th Of August, 
with " Pizfirro," and " Simpson and Co." His business for 
several months very good ; but, as usual with the Arch Street 
property, it was a promise of success, to be succeeded by 
failure and abandonment. Ho produced "Rookwood,** the 
**Bron2e Horse," &c. ; finally departed for Pittsburgh, where 
the last season had been so disastrous to me, notwithstanding 
the Slomans, Mr. Jones, Brough, Madame Otto, Miss Lee, (with 
La Bayadere,) Eaton, H. J. Pinn — all put forward claims to the 
support of the Pittsburghers. The weather was so inclement, 
that the stars, both from the east and west, met half fro2en at 
the top of the Alleghany mountains, which was the barrier 
beyond which none ' could proceed for three weeks. Mr. 
Jackson, the present proprietor of the Bowery, was the 
manager. The theatre was open for seventy-two nights, the 
average receipts sixty-two dollars ! ! which, deducting the 
mdney paid to stars and actors for benefits, would make the 
treasury receipts about forty dollars. For the first time since 
the theatre was built, the actors returned to Philadelphia and 
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Baltimore, with a balance dae to them for salary, which was 
aftowards paid ; at least one-half the company were arrested, 
and bailed by my friend, George Beale, who started them on to 
me as another batch of chased actors from the Pittsburgh 
Theatre. This was the seoond losing season at Pittsburgh. 
The weather, and my own folly in yielding to the wishes of a 
few, in converting the pit into a parqnette, (which the gallery 
were determined should not be bo occupied in peace, jeering 
every one who took a seat in it, until it was replaced as a pit,) 
were the chief ca^ea in bidding farewell to the theatre, 
wUoh I made several attempts again to occupy. I bade faro^ 
well to the laat link which had any hold upon my regard as a 
mana|;er. My old Pittsburgh friends condescend to call up<m 
me w&en business brings them to Philadelphia, and we laugh 
at the happy times we have passed within the walls of the 
now amoky palace — the Pittsburgh Theatre, to which, and 
its proprietor, Mr. E. Simpson, I wish success, most sin- 
oerefy hoping that it may repay to him all losses he has bub- 
tained by others, as well as myself. 

Burton opened his National Theatre on Saturday, the 2l8t 
of August, disappointing the audience on the fint night, 
Conner being unable to proceed with the play of "Money." 
I was called upon to act Belmour, which 1 did cheerfully to 
oblige Barton. On Monday, the 28rd, E. Forrest commenced 
an engagement. How he runs from one theatre to the other, 
like tne fox, doubling, until he reaches his starting ground 
again ; more attractive by his temporary absence. It is a 
dangerous experiment, which his popularity alone enables him 
to pursue with success. 

Barton produced "London Assurance,' on the 15th of 
November, with Browne, himself, Backstone, Miss Clifton, 
and Mrs. Fitzwilliam, five stars, determined to eclipse the 
WaJnut Street, where Flynn had been too quick for him. He 
added an aviary of living birds, and fountains of real water, 
to the other attractions of scenery and properties ; and thus 
dosed the year 1841. 

The Chesnut Street Theatre, still languished* imder the 
management of Mr. Pratt, Mr. DInmore having retired, 
opened for the season with " Mach Ado about Nothing," and 
" Faint Heart never won Fair Lady," on the 28th of August. 
On the 81st, Mr. Tasistro, a gentleman well known in the 
literary world, attempted to act Hamlet. He can handle his 
pen much better in a newspaper paragraph, than he conld 
guide his tongue upon the stage throngh such a part. What 
is there so terrific in those foot-lights, which tongue-tie the 
most loqaacious who appear before them, while those behind 
them see no difficulty xa the player's art ? Lot them txy it» 
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Hr. TaaiBtro^ aad^they will be more lenient in their strictoreB 
upon you. 

On the drd of September, the *' queen of dance/' Mad. Fanny 
Ellsler, appeared in '' La Sylphide/' and then La Bayadere ;** 
but all in vain — the novelty was over. The attraction which, 
could enable a manager to pay Buoh exorbitant terms, had 
ceased ; this last engagement, bringing the Chesnut, Street 
Theatre nearer to the crisis which all could now predict. — 
Bichings attempted to revive several of the very old comedies; 
but there is now, alas 1 no audience in Philadelphia to appro- 
date such plays ; and it was a waste of money, for no good 
purpose. " Bamaby Rudge" was next tried ; but melo-dnuna 
rarely succeeds at this theatre, and never, as the principal 
attraction — the scenery, stage, and machinery, want modem 
improvement, before, in this, any manager can compete with 
the Walnut Street Theatre, where every thing is perfect for 
such pieces. On the 5th of October, Miss Jane Sloman appeared 
aa a pianist ; she did not produce the sensation expected. A 
theatre is not the place for such an exhibition, which belongs 
to the concert-room. Mr. and Mrs. Sloman performed on tho 
same evening, but the house was not worthy of the occasion : 
her benefit took place on the 9 th. On the 21st, the Bavel 
Family failed to attract even money enough to defray the cur- 
rent expenditure ; and on the 27th of October, the theatre 
dosed for the season — a very short, and very unprofitable one 
^-with Kichings' benefit. Alas ! poor Chesnut, Barton has 
sealed your doom, dragging himself down in the ruin he has 
created around him. 

On the 31st of August, the Walnut opened under the ma- 
nagement of Thomas Flynn, Marshall the lessee, with a new 
piece — a mixture of " Undine" and the " Naiad Qoeen" — 
entitled the " Water Queen." It failed, and merited its fate, 
the transparent sea being the only redeeming feature in the 
piece ; tiring the audience, until their patience was exhausted; 
and half of them left the theatre before the great scene was 
brought before them. If Flynn faUed in this, he shortly con- 
verted a defeat into a triumph, by producing the " Naiad 
Qaeen,"* and throwing down the gauntlet to Burton,— making 
a ffreat noise about this piece, men he was quietly preparing 
*' London Assurance ;" and took both Burton and the dty by 
surprise, on the 6th of November, by a display of carpets, 
cushions, pianos, candelabras, chairs, tables, flower-pots, and 
statues — all real : played the comedy without the assistance of 
a star, and took the gold off the gingerbread, while the two 
other houses in Chesnut Strret were dreaming upon the pos« 
sibility of getting it ready. Had Flynn done nothing more 
during the season, the tact he displayed in this, proved his 
oapadty to manage the theatre in a su^ui^ most likely to 
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»'taooeaiu Barton, with all his energy, oonld nut reooTtf 
from thig blow, the stock company of the Walnut Street 
Jtttnming more money to hia treasoFy, than hh fire starsy in 
the same play. As to Mr. Pratt and Mr. Blchings, they seem 
to have gone to sleep; and after both Bartoa and Marshall 
had surfeited the city with the name of " London Assurance,** 
they announced the Chesnut Street Theatre to open with this 
play, throwing away some hundreds of dollars, without the 
chance of any return to the treasury. 

The Arch Street Theatre opened, under the management of 
Mr. Charles Porter, as The American Theatre, in oontradia- 
tt notion to the Walnut, which leaves out the article ; but soon 
tired of such folly, Mr. Porter resumed the old title of Arch 
Street Theatre. He commenced on the 28th of March, and 
lingered on till the 4th of July ; the season only remarkable 
for having introduced upon the stage Mr. Risley and his sons, 
since so well known to fame and Europe, The performance 
was here merely termed neat— so neat to him, it has produced 
a fortune nett. He has many imitators, but no sucoessful 
competitor. His performance is both pleasing and elegant ; 
the ease with which the boys accomplish most astonishing 
feats adds to the pleasure as well as the amusement of the 
audiences. 

The NfitionaV Theatre, under Burton, dosed on the ?6th of 
January, 1842, never again to open as " his" theatre. He pro- 
ceeded to Baltimore, where the last nail was driven into the 
coffin that was to bury all his ambitious hopes of being alone 
the director of dramatic taste in the city of Philadelphia, 
The beautiful scenery was wantonly destroyed ; chopped to 
pieees, to prevent it falling into other hands ; and whether 
done by Burton or Newton, or by both, Mr. Barton's reputa- 
tion as a man suffered severely, without attaining the object j 
for Welsh and Mann converted it into a splendid Circus and 
Amphitheatre, in a short time after the destruction, intended 
to have been complete, was perpetrated. Welsh and Mann 
have reaped the harvest which Burton planted ; to them his 
ruin has been the souroe of emolument. There is also a story, 
which was made the sul\ject of judicial proceedings, in Balti- 
more, against Hielge, the artist, of wantonly destroying the 
newly-painted scenery, at the Holiday Street Theatre, Balti- 
more, by priming it over with smudge, and also against Mr. 
Newton, for so carelessly ripping out certain gas fixtures 
underneath the stage, as to endanger the fiafety of the house. 
The artist escaped by pleading orders received to prepare the 
canvas for repainting in some new piece, which never made 
its appewance, and the manager's conduct became the subjeet 
^ diflcnssien. Miss Qifton also, who, it appears, only lent 
toer Base for the ^vrpose of oVtaialng th« theatre for Burton, 
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to sBBwer for eertain unpaid bOla, whioh it is to be h<^ed, 
will teach her pradenoe for the future. Marshall was pei^ 
Boaded to unite his forces with Pratt at the Chesnut Street, 
and, bj acting in concert, to save both theatres. The amount 
of money agreed to be furnished by the former gentleman^ 
was speedily swallowed up in the losses sustained ; and Mar- 
shall, firightened from the course, wisely resolved to devote 
his attention entirely to the Walnut Street. Dr. Lardner 
commenced his sdentilic lectures, with great success; and 
Pratt annouBced,onthei2nd of March, 1842, that he had formed 
a coalition with W. E. Burton, and with a double company^ 
would open Old Drury, with the play of ** Money," and the 
fiuree of ** State Secrets. *' This alliance offensive and defensive, 
between the belligerents, bo^ ruined i» the conUH, was made 
too late. Nothing could save either the managers or the 
theatres, which were both in the agonies of death. Hackett* 
E. Forrest, Miss Clifton, Signer de Begnis, all lent their aid in 
fain. The theatre doscid its short season, passing out of the 
hands of Mr. Pratt, who had been engaged in the manage- 
ment from. the commencement of the partnership of Mayweed 
and Co., in 1883; and thus ended the eventful season of 
1841-2, in which all the theatres supported themselves longer 
without the aid of any Buropean star (newly imported) than 
had happened for twenty years. To this circumstance is to 
be attributed the downfall of the Chesnut Street Theatre, and 
the failure of Burtou' at the National. The Walnut oan 
always do without this foreign aid, and the Arch Street 
never will do, with or without it^ for a longer pttiod than one 
0eaflon, under any one manager. 



CHAPTER XLT. 

The Era of Petticoat Government. Mr. and Mrs. Brougham. Concerts 
a la MusARO at the Chesnut Street. Charles Thome at theO lympic 
The Black Raven. The failure of the Lady Manageress. Pills and 
Periodicals. The author opens the Olympic. Forrest and Macready. 
Letter of Forrest to the Editor of the Lohdor Tzmbb. The Right to 
Hiss. 

I MOW reeord the era of petticoat government ; and as the 
world is now governed, directly or indirectly, let sovereipi 
man say what he pleases in denial, 1 see no reason why the 
theatres should not be placed direetly under the influ«ice of 
the fair sex. The Chesnvt Street Theatre was opeiied on the 
7th of Beptenber, 1842, by Wm Masj Mayweod^^M leomi 
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and «8 the stoQkholden had attributed the tmpopiilaxihr of 
their theatre to tiie miimaiiapeiiient of Mr. Robert Campbell 
Haywood, it was hat a jost tnumph that thejr should offer him 
this lease, as the only person they could think of to redeem 
their interests. He wisely declined all responsibility^ placing 
his daughter at the head of the establishment, he assuming 
the acting management only. The first performance under 
the new airangement was the " Man of the World/' and 
''State Secrets:" the company — Richings, stage manager; 
Maywood, acting manager ; W. B. Wood, Andrews, Matthews, 
Thomas Plaoide, Charles, Stanley, Watson, Eberle, Jerris, 
Bowers, Godden, Hines, Henrie, Perring, and Kelly, the promp- 
ter ; Misses Maywood, Ayres, Helen Matthews, Jones, Thomp- 
son, Norman, Scale, George ; Mesdames J. G. Porter (Miss 
Baff,) Maywood, Charles, Thoman and Rogers. 

To checkmate this move, Mr. Marshall, on the 22nd of Sep- 
tember, annoanced that the Walnut Street Theatre would 
open, under the direction of Miss Charlotte Coahman, with 
the '' BeUe's Stratagem,'* and "A Nabob for an Hour.** I 
regret 1 have no list of the company. 

The first effort of the rival queens was Dr. Lardner, at the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, with *' Historical Sketches of the 
Revolution,*' and " Tableaux Yivants ;" and John Sef ton with 
'' Sizteen-string Jack,** and the '* Golden Farmer,** at the 
Wakiut Street Theatre. On the 17th of October, Miss May- 
wood received the powerful aid of Madame Celeste, while Miaa 
Cushman offered, on the same night, in opposition, Mr. £. 
Forrest, at the Walnut Street Theatre. On the 3 1st of Octo- 
ber, Mr. and Mrs. Brougham made their first appearance, the 
lady as Lady Teazle in the '' School for Scandal," and Mrs. 
Fitzgig in the " Irish Lion." She was a very beautiiul woman, 
but, as an actress, inferior to any one I call to mind as a lead* 
ing stock actress in any of our large theatres. Her sucoesB 
was greater than her pretensions entitled her to, but most 
unsatisfactory to herself— but vanity must sometimes meet 
with rebuke. Of her husband I am prepared to speak in a 
far different strain. Mr. Brougham is the best representative 
of Irish characters who has ventured to appear since the losa 
of poor Power ; and even in Tim Moore, which Power ren- 
dered so irresistible, he made a most favourable impression on 
the audience, retaining to this moment their good will when- 
ever he appeared before them. He was the original Dazzle 
in the play of " London Assurance," and as a light comedian 
he possesses the first great requisite— he looks and moves like 
a gentleman upon the stage, a quality in which most of our 
actors are very deficient ; he has, likewise, all the spirit neoes- 
sary to support the sprightly dialogue of a comedy. I do not 
think his starring engagements have aided his pu»e, but they 
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havd giT^n him popularity, which will for ever render him a 
moat yaluable member of a good stock company — ^while in 
Irishmen, he may occasionally indnlge, as a star, with snooess. 

On the 5th of December, Mr. and Mrs. Segnin, and Mr. 
ShrivaU, dommenoed the longest opera season ever continued 
by an English company, durmg which they produced " The 
Israelites in Egypt," and only suspended their performances 
for a few nights, on account of the domestic calamity of the 
Segttins, in the deaths of two children, by scarlet fever ; xmtil 
the 17tji of February, when a complimental beneiit was given 
to Mi& Seguin, whose worth as a woman, no leas than her 
talent as a singer, deserved, under the circumstances, such an 
expression of feeling by the ladies of Philadelphia. The per- 
formances were " JTorma," and " Zampa," two of the best 
operas which the troupe acted, and the receipts were worthy 
of the occasion. I must not forget to mention, that on the 
27th of January,1848, the " Stabat Mater «* was produced at the 
Ghesnut Street Theatre; first and second parts supported by Mr. 
Seguin, Mr. Shrivall, Mr. Richinfn, Mr. Archer, Mrs. Seguin, 
Mrs. Bailey, and Miss Goad. The Ghesnut Street Theatre 
closed for the season with Mrs. Seguin's benefit The receipts 
of this opera season, which must have paid the stars, does not 
appear to have satisfied the fair managerees, whose unpaid 
bills and actors* salaries became, thus early, a soource of an- 
noyance. She published a very foolish card in the newspapers 
stating the sum received by the opera troupe, and the amount 
lost by the theatre. If the object was to exdte svmpathy or 
commiseration, it failed to produce either. Gould she have 
done better, she would not have pursued the engagement, and 
few stars, (Booth and Jim Grow only can I call to recollection,) 
ever abate one cent of their demand, in favour of the theatre 
they may ruin, but to which, when the engagements are 
formed, they are expected to attract not only money enough 
to pay their ensagement, but to yield a handsome aurplns to 
the treasury. If they fa^ to do this, the public will only laugh 
at the manacer for any complaint he may be foolish enough 
to utter, eiwer in the play-bills or the newspapers, both 
famous for the truth of their astertiont t 

On the 13th of May, Miss May wood attempted to retrieve 
lost ground, by fitting up the^ Ghesnut Street Theatre as a 
grand Promenade, and giving Goncerts a la Mutard., The 
statues, the shrubbery, and the fountain were all in good taste; 
but the orchestra, placed in the centre of the stage, destroyed 
all the effect. It broke the charm of the scene on the very 
threshold ; and, in attempting to promenade, a lady and gen- 
tleman could scarcely pass abreast of thu ill*shaped lumbering 
contrivance. The band was under the direction of Mr. Wat- 
son, Bellini South, Mrs. Watson, Min Glarenoe Wells, Mr. 
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dirahn^, tiie WmM OiunmSttB, and lalt not Umi, the haa 
pianist, Mr. Wallace. All pvoTed failnxw; the ftudenaUea 
made tiieir appearance on the iirtt night, and, to apeak te^- 
nioally, the thing did not take. Miss Maywood kept it open 
thirty-three nights, the band diminishing every veek^ and 
finally closed, to resign the theatre, on the dlst of July, into 
such hands aa he stockholders should dictate. 

On the 9th of Jannary, 1843, Mr. Charles Thome, of tiie 
Chatham Theatre, in New York, opened Welsh's Olympio 
Theatre, (late Burton's National,) with " Boots at the Swan," 
" Hell Upon Earth," and « KUl or Cure." The very title of 
the seeond piece was enough to startle the eitiieni, and raiae 
a hue and cry shout the morality of the dmina. Howeyer 
clsyer the piece might he, it was an injudicious seleotion fat 
an evening night. Burton appeared here as aetar. Bi^t — 
that my friend is the proper way to redeem your fortune. 
Your talent as an actor fs appreciatefil and sought after; 
abandon all thoughts of management, and five years will find 
you in a better condition than when you commenced your 
alteration of Cooked Circus. Whether the atmosphere of this 
house rendered him petulant, or Mr. Thome did not yield 
that courtesy whidi every manager should show to a brother 
manager, in dtstresssd and broken circumstances, or Burton 
really neglected his rehearsals, as alleged, he refused to go on 
with his engagement, and on the 18th of January, I find him 
announced at the Walnut Street, with Booth and Hill, in 
" Town and Countvy.** Thome, in one week, abandoned the 
city, leaving actors, carpenters, &c., to shifb for themselves. 

Miss Charlotte Cashman, like Miss Mary Maywood, dis- 
covered that they were out of their proper sphere of action; 
that the energy of a Madame Yestris, the only female who 
ever sucoeesfnlly conducted a theatre, did not belong to 
either of them. W. B. Blake relieved Miss Cushman, at the 
Walnut, the following season ; and, divested of the cares and 
annoyance of management, she surprised Mr. Maeready, by 
the vigour of her performance in the Queen, in " Hamlet," 
Lady Macbeth, &c., which opened to her present good fortune 
and high reputation. 

What has become of the Arch Street all this time, is scarce^ 
worthy of notice, but fbr the fact that Mr. Porter associated 
Mr. Pratt,*Bo ungenerously ousted by his former friend and 
partner, Maywood, from all participation in the management 
of Old Drury. But It required longer heads and stronger 
purses than P. &. P. possess, to make any thing of vacib. a 
hopeless property. Prtrtt retired, and the doors were as 
usual closed long before the period a season should bebroimhi 
to its regular conclusion. A Mr. Bund was the next keMS, 
who sMnge to say, k reported to have made noney-^ he 



did, he i« tli« wiiMt man wbo ever entered ihe deonfor— — 
he kept it, refoaing to pay his actors. One lady honoured hia 
ihoolderB by the application of a cowhide, for the deficiency, 
but I did not hear that this castigation produced the deored 
effect. The money he retained as liquidating damages for 
the assault upon his person. 

During this time, I was quietly occupied behind my counter, 
selling my pills and periodicals, furnishing my friends with a 
capital cigar, and refusing offers of the meet advantageous 
kind to assume the management of various theatres; one 
from my friend Simpson, of Pittsburgh, so liberal that I fear 
to record it, not only because my veracity might be cidled in 
question, but that every body would exclaim — what a fool ! 
if he refused such an offer, he deserves every evil that may 
hereafter fall upon his head. But I was determined never 
again to place my foot upon the stage, while there remained 
a possibility of obtaining a living by any other method. Bay 
by day, I saw the amount of my sale^ decrease, for irant of 
means to maintain the system of advertising I had com- 
menced, and which proved so successful ; yet I despaired not, 
until I found that the profits, so &r from supportincr my 
family, were so small, that we were eating up the goods be- 
longing to other peoj^le. Then I came to a full stop, while 
the deficiency was within the power of control. 

My old partner, Lewis T. Pratt, now made a proposal to me 
to unite with him, and make application for the Chesnut Street 
Theatre, which, after the failing season, under Miss May wood, 
was advertised to let. Macready, and other stars of name and 
talent were known to be engaged for the Park Theatre, New 
York, and with such aid. Old Drury generally had been suc- 
cessful ; withowt it, for the last twenty years — never. We made 
the application, which was favourably received ; but before 
we forwarded the signatures of those eentlemen we had pro- 
posed as security for the payment of the rent, Mr. Marshall, 
of the Walnut Street Theatre, made an offer, which by the 
payment of a few hundred dollars in advance, secured the 
lease. So ended that ; but as I never suffered myself to be 
defeated in any project my mind was bent upon, when perse- 
verance could secure the object of my wishes, I at once deter- 
mined to obtain the National Olympic ; and turning over in 
my mind the best means of obtaining possession of a theatre, 
which, as such, had failed under Burton, Thome, Amherst, 
and Richings, Mr. John H. Ozley presented himself suddenly 
beforA me, to ask my advice upon the subject of business. I 
told him I had made up my mind to take the National. He 
proposed joining me in the speculation, and in three days from 
our first oonvexsation, the lease was signed, and possession ob- 
tained. The difiloolty was, to obtain a oompfuqr at so hite a 
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period ; in this %re tacoeeded beyond our ezpeotatiooB. We 
bad Wemyn, Qzley, Matthews. Shaw, Monop, Lewis, WinaiUy 
Faalkner, Flemming, Basket, Jeryici, Collingbonme, F. Myen, 
Edwards, Oolvin, BrowD, Bowers, Horn and Neal; Mrs. A. 
Knight, Madison, Abbott, Cantor; Misses Thompson, Wheeler, 
Normao, E. Moore, Downs, Porter and Smith — a very good 
array of names. We opened on the 2Sid September, 1848, 
with the Honeymoon/' and " Perfection.'' Beoeipts 6tf doUan; 
not a very flattering prospect of snocess. Oxlejr was anzionB 
to obtain the aid of James Wallack, who had jnst returned 
from Enn^land. Although I agreed perfectly with him, that 
the name in our announce bill would add strength, I cautioned 
him against expecting much in the way of attraction from Mr. 
WallMk; yet I supposed, after an absence of two years, we 
miffht calculate npon engaging him without loss. His first 
ni^t was' only 117 dollars; his whole engaffement, second 
night, 62 ; th&d, 79 ; fourth, 60 ; fifth, 60 ; his first benefit 
108 1 1 1 then, 48 ; 64 ; 34 ; 43 ; 52 ; his second benefit and 
last niffht, 80; whole amount, 677 dollars. Paid Mr. Wallack 
276 dollars, for twelye nights. The disastrous commencement^ 
although it diwrranged our plans, did not frighten me, know- 
ing that E. Forrest, with whom we ought to have commenced 
our season, and who was engaged expressly to oppose Macready, 
at the Chesnnt, was to foUow.- The plan was, not to act on 
the same night the same play, but to follow each performance; 
if Macready played <' Hamlet" to-night, we acted it the follow- 
ing night, &a By these means, we succeeded in creating an 
excitement to witness the different style of two actors, at the 
head of their profession, in the same part?. We had the best 
of the contest, until the petulance of Mr. Forrest^s temper upon 
trifles, induced him to leave hastily for Kew York, and gave 
him the appearance of running away from a contest in which 
he was really the victor. If regret could have availed, he ex- 
pressed himself freely upon the subject, repenting at leisure 
tjie hurried action of a moment. " Ira furor brevis est" used 
to be a copy at school for Latin beginners ; M^. Forrest wonld 
do well to translate and consider it ; it would have saved him 
from the very ridiculous position he occupied in the mind of 
every thinking man, for the pet<7 malevolence which, for in- 
juries, real or supposed, he exhibited in hissing Mr. Macready, 
in the Edinburgh Theatre. Let me ask my American readers 
what would have been the fate of Mr. Macready, if he had dared 
to hiss Mr. E. Forrest in any theatre in the United States? He 
would have been turned out, if not otherwise maltreated ; 
certainly never have been allowed to act again in America, 
notwithstandinff the undouhud right he might claim as an audi- 
tor to express his disapprobation. Lucky it was for Mr. £. 
Forrest that John BnU rarely troubles himself about these 
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trifling mAtten. The qnanel of two Imfoom ia of no coaae- 
qaenoe in Oreat Britain to any bat themflelTes ; and he was 
not eren able to make capital out of it for hiBnatire America 
— ^which, in charity, i ati compelled to auppoBe, mnst hare 
been his motive. His own^ood sense assurea him he is wrong, 
and having failed to produce even a newspaper excitement 
beyond a passing paragraph, he is ashamed of the littleness of 
his conduct. What a pity great men should thus expose their 
weakness. 

I copy the following letter from the New York Spirit of the 
Times, of the 9th of May, 1846 : 

FORREST AND MACREADY. 

" ToTHB Editor of thb Lomdon Tihxs, — SIR,— Having seen in your 
Journal of the ISth instant, an article headed "Profesaiona] Jealousy," a 
part of which originally appeared in 7%e SeotsTuan published in Edin- 
burg, I beg leave, through the medium of your columns, to state that at 
the time of its publication, I addressed a letter to the Editor of The Scot*' 
man upon the subject, which, as I then was in Dumfries, I sent to a friend 
in Edinburgh, requesting him to obtain its insertion; but as I was informed 
The ScoUman refused to receive any communication upon the suligect, I 
rieed say nothing of the injustice of this reAisal. Here then I was disposed 
to let the matter rest, as upon more mature reflection, I did not deem It 
worth further attention { but now, as the matter has assumed a question^ 
able shape by the appearance of the article in your Journal, I feel called 
upon, although reluctantly, to answer it. 

"There are two legitimate modes of cTineing approbation and disap* 
probation in the theatre— one expressive of approbation, by clapping of 
hands, and the other by hisses to mark dissent; and as well-timed and 
hearty applause, is the Just meed of the actor who deserves well, so also 
is hissing, a salutary and wholesome corrective of the abuses of the 
stage; and it was against one of these abuses that m^ dissent was ex- 
pressed, and not, as was stated; 'with a view of expressing his (my) 
disapproval of the manner in which Mr. Macready gave eflTect to a par- 
ticular passage.' The truth Is, Mr. Macready thought to Introduce a 
£ncy dance into his performance of < Hamlet,' which I thought, and 
still think, a desecration of the scene, and at which I evinced that disap- 
probation, for which the pseudo-critic is pleased to term me an ' offen- 
der,* and this was the only time during the performance that I did so, 
although the writer evidently seeks» in the article alluded to, to convey a 
different impression. It must be t>b8erved also, that I was by no means 
'solitary' in this expression of opinion. 

*' That a man may manifest his pleasure or displeasure after the recog- 
nised mode, according to the best of his Judgment, actuated by proper 
motives, and for Justifiable ends, is a right, which, until now, I have 
never once heard questioned, and I contend, that right extends equally 
to an actor, in his capacity as a spectator, as to any other man, besides 
firom the nature of his studies, he is much more competent to Judge of a 
thaatrieal perfonnance than any tot-dUatU critic, who has nev er himsdi 
lieen an actor. The writer of the wrtiole in 77^ «c«rfiikifi/ yrho hM most 
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luwwufWBftiwy ni||pBd no out fot puldiG winiiBiiiTBifilon^ bss cttnuBf 
omitted'to notice the tadt, that I warmly epplanded lereral points of Mr. 
M acreedy't perfomanee ; and more than onee I regzetted that the au£* 
cnoe did not second me in so doing. As to the pitiful charge of profes- 
sional Jealoiisy prefexred against me, I dismiss it with the contempt it 
merits, confidently relying upon all those of the profession with whom I 
have been associated, for a refutation of this slander.** 

" Yours, respectfully, 
" Mari>h, 1846. " Edwik Foriui8T.»* 

— TYmes, ith qf JpriL 

Did ever man oocapyinff the poiition of Mr. £. Forrest, 
pen 80 many lines of bombast and egotism, as are here pa- 
raded for publioation. The audience of the Edinburgh 
Theatre are fuUj able to appreciate the talent of Mr. 
Maoiready, without takine their cue troiA Mr. E. Forrest; nor 
ean bis opinion of Mr. Maoready's aoting, alter the position 
he BOW holds of the first Tragedian belonging to the Engiisk 
stage, any more than eould Mr. Macreadys opinion of him 
wrest from Mr. E. Forrest the proud distinction he justly 
wears of being the firat Tragedian of the American stage — a 
title sufficiently honourable io gratify the pride and ambition 
of any man. Let him gaia ''bays'* in a foreign fand, if he 
can, out he can win no prouder station than he holds, among 
his own countrymen. Mr. E. Forrest is evidently smarting 
under the hisses directed towards him at the Princess^ Theatre, 
on his first appearance there. His vanity forbids him to place 
these to the account of want of talent in himself, or error in 
judgment of those who eitercised a right (a very doubtful one) 
so to express their opinion. But Mr. Maeready was accused 
in the newspapers of having paid persons to insult Mr. E. 
Forrest. Mr. Forrest believes no such nonsense, but appears 
to have been over-anxious to repay. Maeready a supposed debt 
of this kind. As a stage director few possess the tact and 
judgment of Maeready; and if he did introduce a fancy 
dance in ** Hamlet," (in what scene we are left in the dark,) 
hia mature judgment no doubt could give a sufficient reason 
£»r the introduction. If it was on the stage where the tra- 
gedy is enacted before the Court of Denmark, I can, as a stage 
uanager, see no objection to such a dance, as the prelude to 
the performance which follows, rather tending to remove sutf* 
picion of the trap he (Hamlet) has designed to *' catch the 
conscience of the king." Be it as it may, Mr. Forrest, as an 
actor, was wrong in the theatre to express an opinion at tiXl, 
He is too old an artist not to have witnessed more than once 
an auditor or several auditors, turned out by the mandate of 
the pit for interruptiing the performance, by hiwes to the 
aBBoyanoe of the mijoriiy assen^bled to witfteaa a fUfy, •!< 
Ihoogh tiMjy were only tJottdUag a liigkt^ <^wldch'wKlil a^r. 
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M lit» ikemt> oiloe hewd mi€BMMed»" WHj^ &i tiie Glto^^^t 
dtrett Theatre, in 1826^ dttring the peifbrniance of EeaA ik 
"Othello" — "Mr. Wpod told the audience he had despatched 
fleers to expel such as disturbed the audiencei and that they 
should be prosecuted to the utmost rigour of the law. Thie 
officers did their, duty, and the play went off without the 
slightest noise. It is generally believed that the disturbance 
was. oeeasioned by some apprentice boys, who were hired to 
expf ess that dislike tc Mr. Kean^ their employer was fearful 
of exhibiting himself." — United States Oazette, 

If this procQediHg was conect, what becomes of tAe right to 
hitst 

1 think it was pretty strongly questioned, althoug]i I agree 
with Mr. K. For;'est, that it is the best oorrective of the abuses 
of the siage, and judiciously exerciBed> of service to the aotoiv 
It is the only censure he dreads, and is most sensitive upon ; 
but should never be exercised by one actor towards another, 

" We have received the foUowsing note fiom our felldw- 
citizen, Mr. Hackett," says the Courier and Unquirer of May 
9th, 1646, *'to which we give place with pleasure :— 

" To Tas Editobs or Tm Couuca aud Eii«iiiiiaR, — Will you alford 
me the medium of replying to various inquiren, who are desirous to 
learn whether either of my old editions of Shakspeare's * Hamlet' con- 
tains any authority for Mr. Macready's having introduced a 'fancy 
dance' before the play-scene in that tragedy. 

*' iKPBiMiB— I presume curiosity upon the suliject to have grown out 
of the republication here of the following paragraph from a British 
Journal: — 

" < Miu Macrbadv AND Ma. Forrest: — Mr. Edwin Forrest, the 
Americun Tradegian, hat wtitten to the London rimes, justifying his 
conduet in hissing Mt. Macteady dttring bis performance of < Hamlet/ 
at the Edinburgh Theatre. He states, he frequently applauded parts of 
whieh he approved, and had an equal right to hiss at passages which he 
thought erroneous. The truth is, says Forrest, Mr. Maeready thought fit 
to introduce a fancy dance into his performance of ' Hamlet,' which I 
thought, and still think, a desecration of the scene.' 

" I will venture to explain, what I suppose, Forrest meant by a ** fancy 
dance,** 

" Hamlet, after his instructions to the players, and his confidential re- 
marks to his firiend, Horatio, Just before the play-scene commences, ob- 
■erves to him — ' They are coming to the play — I must be idle — get you a 
|rihMe.*' Consequently, I have always understood Hamlet to mean by the 
word idiB, in this situation, that he must seem to have no fixed motive 
ot industrious ol^ect, during the performance of the play about to be re- 
presented, policy dictating the expediency of his appearing listless and unoc- 
cupied, in oo^der that his guilty uncle, the king, might disregard his pre- 
sence, attend closely to the play, and beoome entrapped into some exhibi- 
tions of compunetioi^ and remose. 
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*' Mr. MaerMdy, however, when I saw him act ' Hamlet* at the Paik 
f heatre, in 1813, appeared to construe the word idle vexj differently ; tax 
the reason that he immediately assumed the manner of a silly youth, 
tossed his head right and left, and slsipped hack and forth, across the stage, 
five or six times before the footlights, at the same time switching his 
handkerchief, held by a eorncr over his right and left shoulder alternately ; 
indeed, making gyrations not unlike those fire*ribbons, which I have seen 
idle and thoughtless urchins cut in the air, with a stick burnt to a live coal 
at one end, until the whole court have had sufficient time to parade, and 
be seated, until Hamlet finds hims^ addressed by tiie king, who enquires 
after his health. 

" I therefore submit whether this manner of Mr. Macready's rendering 
the scene upon the stage, is not what was only cotnparativeljf referred to 
as ' afancjf damctt by Mr. Forrest, being elsewhere, also, alluded to as 
' a pat de monchoir.* At all events, I beg to state, that in no edition 
of Shakspeare which I own, or have ever seen, is there any pretext for the 
introduction of a dance before the play-scene, or upon the stage erected 
for the perfonnance before the king and court of Denmark. 

'< The public's obedient servant, 

<'Jas.H.Hackbtt« 

" Astor House, April S9th, 1846.*' 

Who made Mr. Hackett ** %oU jvdge and umpirt"^ of an- 
other^a thoaghts % He has no pretension to be admitted as a 
tragedian. Uis attempt to act a few characters written bj 
Shakspeare, always give rise to a sneer and a smile bj the 
actors; while contempt would be a better word to ex- 
press the feelings of the audience, who are rarely, numerons 
npon such occasions. In his own sphere, Hackett is an actor 
above mediocrity ; but as a tragedian— good lack ! good lack 1 
—yet he writes as if he would say with the immortal bard — 

« — ~-. I am Sir Oracle, 
When I ope my lips, led no dog bark.* 

He knows enough of the business of the stage, to know that 
two actors rarely play the same part in exactly the same way 
—surely, nobody will think of hissing Mir. Charles Kean for 
the great improvement he has presented to the public, in the 
display introduced into the tragedy of " Bichard the Third ;" 
yet Mr. Hackett will look in vain at his two old editions of 
Shakespare, or his twenty-two modern ones, if he possesses 
them, for the authority for such melo-dramatic display. Every 
actor, occupying the high station claimed by Mr. E. Forrest 
or Mr. Biacready, has always been allowed to regulate the stage 
business of those scenes in which they are engaged ; and unless, 
while all around is progressing, we are prepared to let tke 
stage stand still, every effort of a master mind, although it 
may not be successful, is worthy of a fair trial, and shomld be 
protected from all assaults from the profession, jealous m they 
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always have been of the suoceas each obtains over 1^6 other. 
Forrest's calculation no doubt was, that, as in America, at 
Boston and Baltimore, they drove Mr. Kean from their stage, 
for an impertinence they would not brook, so the Edinburgh 
people would chastise his insolence as a foreign artist. If they 
had driven him from the stage in Great Britam, the excitement 
and sympathy of the citizens of the United States would have 
secured such a succession of triumphant engagements in the 
theatres in America, as never could be dreamed of by an actor, 
and he would have closed his professional career, (if such really 
be his purpose, as he stated in Dublin,) in a periect blaze of 
glory. 

Let me now leave England, and return to the National 
Theatre in Philadelphia where after Forrest's departure, the 
''Mysteries of Paris," dramatised by John Sefton, F. C. 
Wemyss, and James Gann, was placed upon the stage with a 
celerity which astonished every body. "The King of the 
Mist," scenery by Buasel Smith, kept up the attraction, until, 
on the 28th of December, we had recovered lost ground, and 
appeared to have the tide of success full in our uvour, with 
SiUbie, the EUsler Brothers, the Virginia Minstrels, &c. 
Booth offered to play, but I confess I was afraid of him ; he 
had been playing his usual antics in Boston and If ew York. 
I was decidedly opposed to making an attempt, which, if fol- 
lowed by a ffdlore, would have again ruined all chance of the 
■ueoess which now seemed within our grasp ; unfortunately, 
Mr. Ozley yielded to my opinion. Had I permitted him on 
tiUs occasion to exercise his own judgment, Booth's triumphant 
engagement at the Walnut Street, which turned the tide of 
Ipopiuar favour back to that theatre, would have been ours. 
Jfever did Booth act better, behave more steadily, or draw 
more money than during this engagement in Philadelphia, 
(which I liad thrown away). A singular piece, tmder the 
title of " Blud-a-Nouns," in which the actors were all frogs, 
passessing much merit, was produced, from the pen of Dunn 
English. Several scenes were much applauded ; but it was 
too long, and became tiresome-— the curtain fell, not to rounds 
of applause, but to a shower of groans and hisses. " Oseola," 
a play by Col. Sherborne, "Handy Andy," "The Enchanted 
Lake,? "Tara," "Linda," "The Imp," "Rookwood," "Ma- 
aeppa," "Bobert Emmet, " Tom and Jeny in Philadelphia," 
and another drama by Dunn English, entitled the " Doom of 
the Drinker," failed to produce money. Our hard fought 
and dearly gained battle, was snatched from our grasp in the 
very hour of victory and triumph, by one false move.^ We 
dosed on the 27th of April, after a season of 185 nights, 
which the lessees, Welsh and Mann, were the only parties 
<2 
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who derived anj benefit. Oxley reHied from the manage* 
meat, and I made preparations to re-open on the 11th of Maj. 
I sent for Landera from New York, and with the aid of John 
Wi^er, the artiet, produced "Fortauio" in a style which, 
under any other oircumstancea, must have succeeded. The 
imfortanato riots in May, 1844, when bloodshed and murder 
roamed throughout curtain portions of the districts, placed 
the city under matial law. The proclamation to that effect, 
was issued on the very day I purposed opening — ^the conse- 

?aenoe— nobody could attend the theatre for thirteen nights, 
struggled on, to close without a hope of future effort. The 
theatre was surrendered to General Welsh, who determined 
to establish an amphitheatre upon the scale of Astiey^ in 
London. He has succeeded, and with the enterprise and ca- 
pCtal he posseses, must succeed. Welsh and Mann's amphi- 
theatre in the city of Philadelphia, is destined to become a 
conspicuous place of public amusement, whoee £une will re- 
sound through eyery dty in the Union. 



CHAPTER XLII. 

The Ghesnut and Walnut United. Min Cushman Besigns. J. M. Field. 
O. VandenhoU: Wallaek. Ulacready. Burton openi the Arch Street 
Mr. Andenon. Pratt and Wemyis again together. The '* Monks of 
Monk Hall." {"ear of a Row. Mr. Crisp. Ifn. Mowstt. Th? 
Ethiopian Opera Company. Mr. Fry's Opera of "Leaaan," Con- 
clusion. Finto Coronal Optu* 

Thk Ohesnut and Walnut Street Theatres being once more 
united under the same management, Marshall opened the 
Old Drury on the 7th of September ; W. R. Blake announced 
as exclutive stage manager ; O. C ashman acting manager — thus 
giving the lady an opportunity of resigning her dignity with- 
out wounding her professional reputation. " Man and Wife/' 
and a "Lover by Proxy," in which J. M. Field, an actor 
whose reputation depends more upon the skill with which he 
writes for a newspaper — (belonging to the corps editorial, 
we must support him) — than dramatic tact or genius, played 
Oharles Austencourt and Harry Lawless. He appeared among 
lis, and departed again without an enquiry made. On the 
14th of September, the Walnut opened with " Laugh when 
you Can," and " Woman's Life" — ^here the error comnutted 
by Maywood & Co., of charging seventy-five cents and fifty 
cents at the Chesnut Street Theatre, to see the same company 
who, in removing firom the corner of Ninth and Walnut 
Street, were only worth fifty cents for the boxes and twenty- 
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ftye eentsior the pit, was oommitted. G. Vandenhoff wat tM 
only Btar« The Ohemnt Street was occupied by the Frenelt 
Opera oompaBy until the 23rd of October, when Macready 
opened as Macbeth. On the 13th of KoYember, the Italian 
Company, under Tattellini, played Bellini's ** Norma" in the 
original language ; produced " Bellisario," " II Puritani,'^ 
" Lucia di Lammermoor," arid " Gemma di Versry." Wallack 
played on the ?9th of November, followed by Hackett on the. 
7th of December. Ole Bull aRtoniRbed the audience by the 
wonderful execution of his bow. On the 1 8th, Macready re« 
turned, playing " The Bridal," and the theatre closed for the 
season On the 26th ; minus, how many dollars, Mr. Marshall % 
This is the first taste you have had of the bitters of manafse- 
ment ; your actors unpaid ; your credit out of doon for 
the first time sullied ; your legitimate sphere of action, the 
Walnut Street Theatre, occupied by Howes as a drcus ; and 
the folly demonstrated of one man attempting to conduct 
two theatre sin the same city at the same time. 

Mr. Burton, not contented with the success which crowned 
his efforts as an actor everywhere, again grasps the truncheon 
which had fallen from the hands of Bussell and Devema, and 
assumes the management of the Arch Street Theatre, on the 
8d of June, 1844. Chance threw into his hands some excel- 
lent actors : Oeorge Barrett, Burke and wife, and others 
returning froti the south and west, enabled him, after the 
first week or two, to carry on a war with some prospect of 
BUCCOBS; and where success attends him, he is always indefa- 
tigable in his exertions. Finally, he obtains the theatre from 
Mr. Lovatt, and opens for the fall season, on the 9th Septem- 
ber, with Mr. Macready as Hamlet ; E. Forrest playing on the 
same night, at the Walnut Street, whose season he commenced 
on Saturday, the 7th, as Damon, determined to have one night 
to himself before commencing the contest a second time, in 
which he wa» so successful before-^the chance had fled. 
Macready* at the Arch Street Theatre too, had the best of the 
battle, it being announced al bis farewell encagement in Phi* 
ladelphia. Throughout his tour of the United States, he 
encountered M. £. Forrest, either on the same night, or imme- 
diately preceding him, or announced in the bills to follow 
him. Mr. Macready uttered no complaints upon this deter- 
mined doggiug of hifl trtick, which proved detrimental to his 
purse, if not his reputation. Then why should Mr. E. Forrest 
or his friends charge Mr. Macready with unfairness of conduct 
to him, in England i I do not believe Mr. Macready suffered 
the moyemeata of Mr. E. Forrest^ in London, to engage hia 
attention for an instant, although the course of conduct Mr. 
ForreBt pursued towards him, in the United States, might lead 
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Forrest to expect some retaliation, where the tables were 
changed, and the American tragedian was the foreign artist 
The season ISi^-U, was noted for the nnmber of mnsicians 
of talent who visited America, Ole Boll, Yieox Temps, Wal- 
lace, Nagel, &c, Jec. Ole Ball was the only fortnnate one ; 
whereyer he played, the enthusiasm of the diUttanti filled his 
pockets, while the Oonoerts of all the other were but thinly 
attended. 

Mb. ANDERSON, 

A young man unknown to fame, of the Macready school, with- 
oat sernle imitation, appeared as Hamlet, in the Arch Street 
Theatre : his engagement was not profitable to Manager Bar- 
ton, who terminated it rather abroptly, to prodaoe ''Pat- 
nam ;" bat on a seoond visit to the Uheenat Street Theatre, 
under Pratt and Wemyss, and a third one with Barton, his 
talent had been more justly appreciated. The attempt made 
to hiss him off the stage, in retaliation for Forrest's reception 
in London, was frowned down ; and what miffht have proved 
an unpleasant termination to his career in Philadelphia, be- 
came the means of fixing him firmly in the estimation of the 
play going publia His greatest merit, as an actor is the 
earnest manner with which he enters heart and soul into 
the assumption of character, and never fla^ from the com- 
menc^ent to the termination — thus carrymg his audience, 
once enlisted in his favour, with irresistible force along with 
him. There is some^ing too much of vehemence in his 
Claude Melnotte ; and it is only the earnest manner in which 
he performs his task that covers the glaring absurdity of the 
termination to the fourth act. His impersonation of the 
Stranger is the best I can call to recollection, since Edmund 
Eean, who was in this character unapproached by anv artist 
of his day. Mr. Andenon's fature career in the United States 
will be similar to that ot Mr. James Wallack at the same age 
— ^triumph upon triumph awaits him— *his reward, a fi»rtane 
in a brief space. But, to return to his first engagment, by 
which, having reaped neither fame or money, he was so loud 
in his denunciation of Burton^ treatment, as to publicly de- 
clare nothing could induce him to act in any theatre over 
which Burton had the slightest oontroL Burton's good lueh 
overcame this obstacle, when Anderson was a card worth 
contending for. Mr. Bodney engaged him to act at the Holi« 
day Street Theatre in Baltimore, but could procure no actors ; 
his first two nights cave promise of such a brilliant engage* 
ment, that when Bodney was unable to keep his theatre opeii» 
he vnM induced to bury the hatchet, and act with Barton^ at 
the Front Street Thea&e, where, once reooodled, he indaoed 
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him io itinm to the Aroh dteeet Theatre, Tery mvi^ti to <mi^ 
regret. There is now a strong desire to see him again ; and 
his next enffa^ment in the Quaker City will he a great one, 
aot at which Theatre he may — the Arch, the Ohesnnt, or the 
Walnnt. 

My old partner, Pratt, haTing, obtained the lease of the 
Ghesnat Street Theatre, after delays which rendered success 
all bnt hopeless, made me the proposition to try our fortunes 
once more together — and on the — day of October we opened 
with " Simpson and Co.," " Love in Humble Life," and " The 
Blue Domino." John Sefton, stage manager ; the company — 
W. Chapman, Jamieson, Charles Howard, Wemyss, C. Smith, 
Jordan, Byrne, Mossop, Forrest. Stafford, Dawes, Matthews, 
Bnxnton. Anderson, Griemon, Kemble, Solomon, Sullivan; 
Miss H. Matthews, Mrs. A. Knight, Mrs. Jordan, Mrs. Kemble, 
Mrs. Smith, Miss M'Bride, Mrs. Forrest, Mrs'. Hautonville 
the Misses Wagstaff, Miss Archer, Miss Sinclair, the dancer 
Petite Gertrude, and Madame Celeste. In the commencement 
we were doomed to disappointment ; Miss Nelson, who was 
engaged to open the theatre, did not arrive; the Saturday 
nigbt was los^ and the bill announced for Monday, which we 
determined, Miss Nelson or no Miss Nelson, should commence 
,the season, was changed f^om "La Sylphide" to the three 
'farees named ; and on Wednesday, when the lady did appear, 
she played to a begmrly account of empty boxes — yet insisted 
on playing the six nights, which yielded her nothing and kept 
the people out of the theatre. Jim Crow Rice was the next 
star, and the admirable manner in which he acted the bur- 
lesque opera of " Ofcello," made his engagement profitable to 
himself, and of course acceptable to the managers. His re- 
engagement was not so successful ; but thus far, despite of all 
opposition, we were successful in the main point— that is, in 
paying the actors regularly. A Mr. Lippard was publishing a 
book entitled " The Monks of Monk Hall,'* in which he ex- 
posed, right and left, the profligacy both of the rich and pow- 
erful, and the poor and worthless of the city of Philadelphia. 
By the advice of my worthy friend. Ashbell Green, at that 
time one of the Deputy Attorney Generals, I procured an in- 
terview, and he drew up a contract, for which, under certain 
oondderations, Mr. Lippard agreed to dramatise his own work 
for the Chesnut Street Theatre, and to furnish me with a 
copy of the play in fourteen days from the date of our agree- 
ment. The soenery was painted, the properties arranged, and 
the piece annonnced for representation. No sooner had the 
bill been placarded, than young Mercer, tried and acquitted 
for the mui^r of Peberton, assaulted the bill-poster, some one 
hsmg told him that he figured oonspicaonsly in it. Judge 
^5 
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Oonrad, tey old and good Mend, oame up to mr hotUM in t 
Btate of groat ezdtement, to say that somebody had told him 
he figured in the play. I told him that he onght to know me 
better than to suppose I would tolerate such a thing against a 
friend, and h«nded him the sheet to which he alluded, his 
name having been struck out by my own hand from the play. 
This completely satisfied hin, and he departed with his goM 
opuiion of me, I am sure, not lessened by our interriew. 
Tjown I went to the theatre— here there was excitement 
upon excitement — eyerybody was of belief that there must 
be a fling at them— some laughed— others swore — while some 
threatened, — and Mr. Singleton Mercer actually applied for 
two hundred pit tickets, to give away, for the purpose of a 
grand row, which my treasurer was fool enough to refuse to 
sell him : he afterwards purchased twrntyfive / and when the 
play was withdrawn he actually had the impudence to request 
the return of this money. My friend Green, now with me, 
looked oyer the play, and on Saturday night gaye me his opi- 
nion that there was nothing that could reasonably be objeeted 
to in it— he and those oonneoted with the theatre alone had 
only Bj9en the manuscript. Threats of tearing down the theatre, 
sacking it, &a, were now openly heard ; and to all applica- 
tions my answer was— this play will certainly be acted on 
Monday night So closed the Saturday performance ; at least 
an assurance to the manager of a full house on Monday, let 
the result be.what it might. The play bills, on Sunday, were 
the magnets of uniyersal attraction ; whereyer one was posted, 
there was a crowd perusing it At two o'clock, 1 reoeiyeda 
note from Mr. M'Cali, the mayor of the city, desiring to see me 
at his house, at four o'clock, upon a subject that would not 
brook delay. I presumed it was the " Monks of Monk Hall," 
and repaired with a play bill, at the time stated. His honour 
met me with bland courtesy, and informed me that my play- 
bill was libellous — directed me to see Mr. Green, (deputy 
attorney-general,) with whom he had a oonyersation on the 
subject, and to see him again at his office at nine o'clock on 
Monday morning. Away I hied to my friend Green. What 
could we do? We both laughed. " Well,'* said he '' this is a 
pretty affair— I approyed your suggestion— I advised you to 
try this affair ; ana now as a public officer, I may be called 
upon to tiT ^ou for aoting it 1 tell you there is no power to pre- 
vent you domgso ; bu I would rather that you should see your 
friend, Constimt Guellou ; his head is cooler upon this subject 
than mine, and you know you can rely upon the advice he will 
give you being both sound and le^l, and, moreover, guided 
by good feeling for your wel&re. Do nothing in this buauuss 
rashly: I will meet you at the mayor^s offioe on Monday 
morning." My friend Guellou had caught the^citement , 
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and he bad been to my Mend A. Godey, to re<^6st he irovld 
see me nponthe Babjeot--t1i6 excitement increasing every hour. 
Oodey would not advise me one way nor the other, after hear- 
ing my story, bat left the matter to a night's reflection and 
the interview with the mayor in the mommg. 

I met the mayor, according to appointment, and offered 
vbim the play to read; this he declined. I then pia^posed that 
be should walk up to the theatre and see the reheaiaal, that 
he might judge whether there was any thing objectionable ; 
this too was declined. He said he did not doubt that every 
thing was as I had represented it ; but that we had just 
escaped from riot and bloodshed — were in the height of a 
popular election— the blood of all parties warm— (the news 
was just cominff in of the defeat of the whigs in New York, 
on the other side of Cayuga Bridge, in the presidential elec- 
tion) — that he appealed to me as a good citizen and the father 
of a family, not to commit an act which might cause me re- 
gret during my natural life, should riot and bloodshed flow 
from it — ^that it I persisted, he could afford me no protection 
from the police of the city. My partner, Mr. Pratt, being 
out of town, I told him, in such a case, I was unwilling to 
take the responsibility of withdrawing the play, upon mj own 
shoulders— that in all probability Mr. Pratt would arrive in 
the city by two o'clock— to let matters rest as they were until 
then, and I would see him again. In the meantime, the re- 
hearsal went on — message upon message, threat upon threat, 
was communicated to me upon the stage. At twelve o'clock, 
a note came from Mr. Evans, the president of the board of 
direoton^ advising the withdrawal of the play. My friend 
Quellou's opinion was, I had an undoubted right to act it ; 
but were he in my place, he would not, under the ciroum- 
stancesy run the risk. This opinion (as his opinions always 
have weight with me) did more towards the final determina- 
tion than all the rest Indeed, to Mr. Guellou belongs tha 
credit, if any be due, of having prevented the performance; 
he knows I always follow his advice when asked ; and I did 
not dare to let my own opinion weigh as a sbraw in the 
the balance, after his decision both as a lawyer and a fHend. 
At one o'clock. General Cadwallader, one of the board of 
agents, who had been sent for by the mayor, made his ap- 
pearance at the theatre, to request the play might not be acted. 
In half an hour afterwards, I received the following letter from 
his honour the mayor : — 

(copy.) 
'* Mayor'! Office, November llth, 1844. 
" Mtssiis. Wsirns avo Pbatt.— 

"Gcntlflmeii,as mayor of the dty, I have to request that the ezbihitioa 
Qi Ibe pieee csUed the « Quaker City/ advertised for this evening, at the 
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CiMf&ut Stxeet TliMtre, may not take plaoe, for reMong I havo YeiteUf 
cooDomunicated to Mr. Wemyis. 

" Respectfully your obedient, 

"P. WCAtt." 

"NoTicfe.— In obedience to thii request, the public is respectftilly Ifi- 
formed that the performance will not take place. The entertainment fbr 
the evening will be ' Grandfather Whitehead/ the < President Ineof ./ 
and ' He is not a-Miss/ " Pbatt and Wjbmtbb.'* 

Cheinut Street Theatre, Nov. 11, 1844. 

I once more repaired to his office. I proposed to him that 
the curtain should rise, and the performance be suffered^ to 
proceed, scene by scene ; that on the slightest opposition being 
manifested by the audience to stop the play, the curtain 
should instantly fall, and some other piece be substituted.— <> 
He replied, that would be just as bad as acting the whole 
play ; the mischief, if any was really intended, would by that 
time be fully accomplished. He stated, that this young mao^ 
Hercer, had purchased tickets, he was informed, for the 
avowed purpose of putting down the play. " Then/' said I, 
« why not arrest him, and bind him over to keep the peace 1** 
' " Because, Mr. Wemyss, I really think you have struck the 
first blow in your play-bill." Ere we parted, 1 yielded the 
point, and consented to withdraw the play, on the condition 
that he would give a statement to the public, which should 
exonerate the managers from all blame. '' Qrandfather 
Whitehead" was substituted for '' The Monks of Monk Hall ;" 
and now the difficulty was to prevent a row, because the pieoe 
was not performed. An excited populace filled the whole 
square from Sixth to Seventh Street ; all the police ci the 
city could scarcely keep order. The play bills on the board% 
in front of the building, had to be torn off before any thing 
like quiet was obtained ; the doors of the theatre were closed 
by eleven o'clock, and not till then did the crowd gradually 
disperse. 

My opinion has never been changed upon this subject. Had 
the play been acted, no row, or at least no more than takee 
place when any favourite actor disappoints an audience, urould 
haye ooontred. The play was really a good one ; once heard, 
it would have secured a run. Had its satire been aimed at 
the low ahd vulgar, it would not have been assailed ; but it 
struck at judges, members of Congress, editors, as well tA 
thieves and murderers. I saw a mass of filth and ebseenity 
played at the Chatham Garden as the prohibited play; I could 
not recognise a line.' It is sufficient to say; my play was in 
five acts, this in two ; that is proof enough they were not tl^i^ 
same, although Mr. Liopard furnished tne MSf. portion of it 
He so far forgot himself as to assault Mr. Asbell GreeDp th^ 
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only real friend he had in the whole transaotion, aa the author 
of the sappreation : no opinion was ever more fakeW adopted. 

Having complied with the request of the dty antiaorities, at 
a saorifiee of pecnniary interest, at least the managers should 
have been protected from the slime and filth of the press, 
which, from Maine to Florida, harped upon the fiddle string 
offered to. them by the Spirit of the Timet in Philadelphia, of 
obscenity. The mayor neyer read nor saw the play ; no sudi 
reason was oyer given for the request to withdraw it. I 
yielded a point of right to a request from the authorities of 
the city, and what was my recompense?— abuse and dander. 

I have laid the whole of the affair before my readers, yet 
newspaper after newspaper reiterated the libellous fiaJsehoods, 
and, in future ages, as reference, will be received, as truth of 
holy writ, in deep damnation of the managers of the Chesnut 
Street Theatre, who deserved the thanks of the whole com- 
munity. That Mr. M'Cali did not, under his signature, as 
Mayor of the city of Philadelphia, protect us from this injus- 
tice, I have ever felt the hardest part of this^ altogether hax^ 
business. The idea of prohibiting a play, without even read- 
inff it, is new indeed I The most intolerant censor of the 
piu>lic preas reads an article before condemnation. 

The effect of this upon the interest of the theatre^ was a 
loss of seven hundred dollars in two weeks, for until Mr. 
Anderson appeared, no one visited the theatre at all. We 
owed the actors one week's salary, and this they made a plea 
not only for neglect of duty, but to leave the theatre when 
they pleased, and how they pleased. To Mr. Anderson an apo- 
logy was due ; it was not until his two last nights that ne 
found we had really a good company, when they chose to 
work. As the attraction of the evening, on the 22nd of De* 
comber, we produced the " Bohemian Girl," with Mr. Eraser, 
Mr. and Mrs. Seguin, "Monsieur Martin, and Julia Tnrnbull. 
Marshall produced a melo-drama of the same name at the 
Walnut, concocted by Burton and Foster ; he went still fur- 
ther : he impudently announced Balfe^i opera, with scarcely 
a note of the music. These were good advertisements for our 
theatre, and the "Bohemian Girl*' was played thirteen nights 
out of an engagement of eighteen, and afterwards revived in 
'the spring. The bitter hostility of the Spirit of the Timet, 
and the succession of libels, day after day, which appeared in 
its columns against the Chesnut Street Theatre, induced Pratt 
and Wemyss to prosecute for libel, — the first time in my 
theatrical career 1 ever troubled myself to notice legally the 
dang of a newspaper. Mr. Hill followed the opera, But with 
no attraction. In order to induce the fashionable circles to 
continue their visits, we made an arrangement to produce the 



3i9 TfOUktBlQJkXi BIOeBAPBT. 

ooni^y of "Old Haa^B •od Toung HMrts" with the Park 

company of Kew York. Hr. Chippendale, Hr. John Fisher, 
Mr. John Poyey, Mr. Djott, Mr. Crocker, Mr. Gallott, Mias 
Clara Ellis, Mrs. Henry Knight, Mre. Davenal, Mrs. Dyott, 
and Mr. Le'wifl, the prompter, were added to our own com- 
pany ; and it will be scarcely believed, they conld not play to 
an average of a hundred dollars per night, benefits included. 
It therefore became obvious, that the best plan would be to 
close the doors, first trjiog Mrs. Shaw, and a portion of the 
Bowery company : Mr. Clarke, Mr. Milnor, Mr. Dyott, Mr. 
John Fisher, and Mr. Crocker,— >a^^ would not do ; and the 
Chesnut Street closed its doors, minus two thousand dollars. 
The Park company, united with the Chesnut Street, were 
worth one hundred dollars per night ; but the Bowery, the 
Park, and Chesnut Street— all these, with the aid of Mrs. 
Shaw, the best actress of the American stage, were worth 
only fifty dollars per night ; the stockholders, as usual, loud 
in their denunciation of the management, and Dr. Lehman 
complaining that they had no amusement. 

Toung Murphy, who had been my call-boy, and who com* 
menced his theatrical career with me, called to know if I 
would make an arrangement with Palme's Ethiopian Opecra 
Company. We proposed terms, which they accepted, and 
commenced with '' La Sonnam-bu-ola,** to 826 dollars. This 
success continued for a month, the only profitable one during 
the management of Pratt and Wemyss : so that negro-singing 
and dancing, after all, is the amusement best suited to the 
audience of the Chesnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia. While 
we were makine uranffements to produce a piece called the 
" Pall of Kisichack," by General Harlan, the news of the 
burning of the Bowery Theatre, on the night of the 15th of 
April, reached us. I at once offered to place the Chesnut 
Street Theatre at the disposal of Hamblin, if nothing better 
offered. Mr. Jackson, whose individual enterprise has erected 
the present Bowery Theatre, and brought successfully to iti 
present condition, answered this letter, declining for the pre- * 
sent. Hamblin issued proposals for a large Theatre in Broad- 
way, but failed in bringing his project to bear. This last 
misfortune seemed to have paralysed all his energy, and he 
wisely resigned to younger hands the task of future toil. That 
Mr. Jackson has proved himself worthy to succeed Hamblin, 
his spirited career bears witness, in the face of all difficulties : 
he has placed the new Theatre, which he opened on the 25th 
of August, 1845, as firmly in the affections of the audience, as 
it ever was in its palmiest days. Long may he continue to 
enjoy his good fortune. 

On the 4th of June, 1845, an opera, by Mr. Fry, was placed 
before the public, in a style of which Messrs. Pratt and 
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WamjiS hxve rdason to be proud : every floene^ every dresB, 
every property, was perfect ; sixty ohoriatere, and forty two 
musicians ; the principal characters sapported by Mr. Fraser, 
Mr. and Mrs. Sej^ain, Mr. Riohings, Mrs. Breenton, and Miss 
Ince; the sabjeot of the libretto, the ** Lady of Lyons,' the 
title of the opera, ** Leonora." A great deal has been written 
aiMl said about plagiarism, and want of originality of thought 
and execution : but I appeal to any musician, whether such 
an opera be not a creditat>le periormance to a composer. Had 
Hr. Fry selected New York, instead of Philadelphia, for the 
first field of his operations, the whole United States would 
have teemed with praises — upraises, long and loud, would have 
oreeted the eye of the composer from all quarters. The sin 
he committed was daring to present the first lyrical drama 
ever composed in America to the citizens of Philadelphia for 
judgment, before the* New Yorkers had an opportunity of 
pasaing upon its merits. Should it be played with success in 
•. XiUrope, how altered will be public opinion in its favour here ! 
JHF.r. Fry may plume upon it as a work of art, to be proudly 
oh -erished. I know no greater gratification, as a manager, than 
hafong been the means of placing it before his countrymen. 
It w^s acted sixteen nights, although the expense attending 
Buoh ift production, rendered it unproductive both to the 
aathorVand the managers, the Seguins reaped both money and 
fame. \ 

Of Mro. Seguin's performance of Leonora, I can only say it 
was the West perfect thing I have ever seen, since Miss M. 
Tree's Zai^^, in Coleman's play of the ** Law of Java,'* and I 
can hardly magnify such unqualified praise. On the last 
night, she was presented with a silver pitcher, bearing a 
suitable inscription—a well deserved compliment ; a similar 
one should have been made to Mr. Chubb, the leader of the 
orchestra of the Park Theatre, to whose aid much of its 
success was due. 

The theatre closed on the 6th of July, never to open again, 
under Pratt and Wemyss. Oar application for a renewal of 
the lease received no answer from the gentlemen, Mr. Evans, 
Gen. Cadwallader^ Dr. Lehman, and Mr. Philips. We walked 
out, and Burton walked in, but to this moment we have not 
been informed by the gentlemen of the board, whether Mr. 
Burton was or was not their tenant. 

Oentlemen are not bound by the common courtesies of life 
in their dealings with vagabond play actors —and why should 
they be 1 They don't object to receive the player's money to 
swell their fortunes, by way of dividend, but treat him in all 
other respects like an outcast from society. Neither Mr. 
Pratt nor myself wotdd have occupied the theatre at all, had 
we noVexpeoted the lease to have been renewed for the fol- 
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lowing year. It was a hopelesg attempt for 1844-45, which 
we trusted 1845-46 would enable ns to work upon. The 
stockholders had ample security for their rent, which, having 
received from our friends, justice to them, if not to us, re- 
quired, at least, an answer to an application, and I may be 
permitted to add, the renewal at least for another year. 

The Chestnut Sfcreet Theatre now changes hands eyeiy 
season. Better convert it, gentlemen, into stores, or into aa 
hotel, it will pay you better ; while it stands, it wiU always 
be the theatre for foreign artists, without whose aid its doors 
must remain, as at present, closed. Burton says he lost there 
all he made by the Arch Street Theatre, and abandoned it at 
the end of the season. Marshall burnt his fingers with it. 
It might be made to pay as an Opera House, open, only for 
that purpose, a few weeks at a time ; but as a regular Temple 
of the Drama, its fate is sealed for ever. * 

The last act of kindness 1 received at the hands of my Phi- 
ladelphia friends was a complimental benefit on the 19th of . 
March, the proceeds of which were most serviceable. To that' 
public to whom I am indebted for man^ acts of kindnesg, 
the last by no means the least,) which I still hope to enjoy, I 
submit the foregoing pages, and if a single individual has^ de- 
rived an hour's amusement fh)m their perusal, I am repaid 
for the length of my task, and have but to add with plQjurare, 



Finit CoTonat Op%i» 
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H. L. irLanef Pjrinter, Olssgow 



